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COLOSSAL’ TAKES A CUT 





-_- 


Dramatists Guild's 


Practical Plan 


To Nurture New Writing Talent 





Plan for the establishment of an 
experimental or tryout theatre is be- 
ing considered by several promi- 
nent members of the Dramatists 
Guild. Idea, which is still in the 
preliminary stage, is to demonstrate 
in actual performance the flaws in 
the young writers’ scripts. 

As outlined in the present vague 
state there is no intention of pro- 
ducing scripts as a showcase for pro- 
ducers. In fact, according to tenta- 
tive plans, managers and critics will 
be barred. Intention is to make it 
a 100% playwrights’ theatre, only 
outsiders being the actors, stage- 
hands, etc., involved in the particu- 
lar production. 

Theory behind the plan is that the 
young playwrights’ need at the pres- 
ent time is a chance to gain experi- 
ence, rather than easier access to 
producers. Dramatists Guild mem- 
bers who have studied the situation 
feel that the case of the ‘promising 
young playwrights’ is exaggerated. 
Number of such ‘promising’ play- 
wrights is negligible, they think, but 
the number of young playwrights 
who would show promise if they 
could gain experience by seeing 

(Continued on page 71) 


‘Charlie McCarthy’ 
Credited for New 
Punch & Judy Boom 


By-product of Edgar  Bergen’s 
popularity is not only renewed de- 
mand for double-talk acts, but a 
boom in calls for Punch and Judy 
Shows. Marionettes are also on the 
upswing, but ‘Punch’ hasn't been 
as popular in years, according to 
reports. Performers are. being 
booked way ahead of previous years 
for the holiday season. 

Among the ‘Punch’ men in N. Y. 
are Renie and Calvert, Al Flosso, 
Frank Ducrot, William Krieger, 
David Belmont, Ajax, Steve Hen- 
derson and Bob Elroy. That’s nearly 
all there are left, excepting George 
Prentice, who recently did a turn 
at the Roxy, N. Y., following the 
closing of ‘Virginia’ in which he 
had a spot. 

Scarcity of 








‘Punch’ 


pickings this Xmas. Most of their 
biz is from kid shows, with an oc- 
Casional club date. One act reported 
nine dates played last week, which 
: many more than the usual num- 
er. 

Present comeback by Puncli and 
Judy may bring some young blood 
in the business, most of these per- 
formers being of a generation which 
is directly descended from traveling 
European performers. Calvert, for 
example, of Renie and Calvert, is 


third generation 1o carry on the | 


family Punch and Judy 


tradition. 
Few bother 


to learn this act these 


days, so Punch faces probable extinc- | 


tion unless new blood enters the 
biz, 


+ 


whistlers | 
ought to give above list pretty good | 








Colored Opera Singers 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

First colored singers to appear in 
grand opera in this city will be 
William Franklin and LaJulia Rhea 
who will warble the leads in a spe- 
cial performancé of ‘Aida,’ Dec. 19 
for Chicago City Opera, 

Franklin has been screen-tested 
and signatured for shorts by Warner 
Bros. 


3D DIMENSION 
PIX THE NEXT 
BIG THING 


Third dimension in sight and sound 
in pictures, though. the exact year 
of its arrival not revealed, was rated 
this week by a technical expert high 
in the industry as. the next vital 
improvement for films. He vouch- 
safed that the successful commercial 
use of sight-sound third dimension 
productions would balance the budg- 
et for the motion picture industry 
for the next 10 years. 

Third-dimension sound already 
has been successfully perfected but 
will not be marketed until condi- 
tions are more favorable. Also, 
backers of ivi-dimensional sound do 
not wish to launch it until as good 
effect is produced in actually photo- 
graphed film scenes. 

Expert opinion points to Polaroid, 
a peculiar glassine material, as the 
obiect that eventually will make 
third-dimension films possible. There 
also is a definite hint that color 
would assist in bringing about the 
perfect result. Figure that color will 











effect. 


BRITISH KING AND QUEEN 
ATTEND VAUDE BENEFIT 


London, Nov. 16. 

Giant benefit at the Palladium the- | 
'atre Monday (15), which was at-| 
| tended by the King and Queen, 
| yielded over $30,000 to the Variety 
| Artists Benevolent Fund. British | 
| Broadcasting s Corp. contributed $5,000 
of the total by buying air rights. 
| Show biz in the West End and 
| throughout the country was ruined 
| when populace stayed home to listen 
ito the broadeast. Theatrical man- 
l|agements made grave error in per- 
mitting the BBC to outbid them on 
| the broadcast, having been done out 
of hundreds of thousands of dollars 

It has been decided that next year 
| the theatres will not be caught nap- 
| ping and not be outbid. 














make it easier to obtain the desired | 
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ENDOUS’ PIX 
ac PRUNE 











Being Pruned at All Ma- 
jor Studios—Only One or 
Two Such Big ’Uns for 
the Balance of This Year’s 
Program—General Econ- 
omy—The B. O. Is One 
Factor, the Foreign Mar- 
ket Another 





BUDGETITIS 





Hollywood, Nov. 16, 

‘Colossal’ and ‘stupendous’ produc- 
tions will be curtailed for balance of 
the current season by major com- 
panies. Biz at box office, of course, 
is the reason plus the fact that dis- 
tribution heads don’t want to be. 
slapped any harder than they are 
getting in the foreign market due 
to nationalistic restrictions abroad, 
and possibilities of hostilities among 
these nations. 

Warners is the first to officially 
pull in on the ‘colossal’ type of pro- 
ductions and it was as result of this 
decision by Harry M. Warner that 
Jack Warner hurried back from Eu- 
rope to readjust the WB schedule 
and keep production budgets geared 
to proportions that will coincide with 
box office returns. 

Currently, Warners has three high- 
bracketed pics in production, ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel,’ ‘Robin Hood’ and ‘Gold 
is Where You Find It. WB had a 
couple more $1,000,000-budgeted pic- 

(Continued on page 2) 


More Show Biz Sales 
Methods Borrowed By 
oth Ave. Smart Shops 


About eight years ago Macy’s de- 
partment store in N. Y. borrowed an 
idea from show business—after ob- 
| serving the summertime business at 
| Walter Reade’s Savoy, a nearby 
grind spot—and, at a cost of more 











| than $800,000, installed a cooling sys- 
tem. Since then many department 
stores have followed the air con- 





| ditioning trend in order to increase 








ithe weekly take during the hot 
| months, 

| Today most of the leading New 
'York department stores and special 
|ty shops on Broadway, Fifth and 
| Madis son Aves., and the adjacent 
| thoroughfares, with Bonwit-Teller’s 
leading the trend, are going in for 
stage lighting in their show window 
| in a big way. 

Some years ago Bonwit-Teller’s 
president, the former Mrs. Floyd 
Odlum, hired Henry Dreyfus to 
create backgrounds ane cue the 


shes for her Fifth Ave. Jow di 


5 
A 
(Continued on sage 38) 


Those ‘Terrific’ Productions | 


| PHIL SPITALNY 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL, NEW YORK 





7 Acts te $12 50 


——_—__. 


Another step in vaude’s exit was 
made this week with an all-time low 
booking of six acts and an m.c. for 
one show at $12.50 in a nearby New 
Jersey house, 

Weekly show was originally booked 
by an ‘established’ agent in the 
Strand theatre building for $25, but 
was nabbed in the highly competi- 
tive building by a public telephone 
booth (literally) booker for half 
Latter nets himself about $1.50 on 
the deal weekly. Acts must pay 20c. 
carfare out of their meagre take. 








TO BALLY 
PEACE 


Folk dancing, never a draw with 
the carriage trade, is going to be un- 
loaded on the Morgans and Vander- 
bilts in heaps beginning Nov. 29 un- 
der hoity-toity sponsorship. Scheme 
calls fer a dance festival to last five 
weeks, and includes special 





the Rainbow Room, N. Y., art ex. | 
hibits, real Indian dances with war 


fications, among them the inevitable 
Big Apple. 

Idea was cooked up by Louise | 
Branch, of the Virginia Branches, 
and niece of James Branch Cabell. 


propaganda effort. 
that 


All talent, 
includes name draws (except 


(Continued on page 31) 





Name Acts on Grocery Chain; Calif. 
Market's New Version of d-a-Day 


By JACK EDWARDS 


Pasadena, Nov. 16 
Two-a-day vaude, which passed 
into oblivion lo these many years 


ago, has been revived on the Coast. 
Not as in the palmy days of the 
Keith and Orpheum circuits, but. it’s 
two-a-day, and at top salaries for 
recognized headline turns. 

It remained for a local public mar- 
ket to bring back the golden days, 
and with the plunge made there’s no 
telling just how far the revival may 
or may not go. 

Gene Austin, for many years a top 
singing-piano single, is the first 
| recognized vaude name to get the 
| break, making his debut at the spot 
| (19-20) afternoon and night for two 





| | hours each day. 
For a number of years now drive- 
in and other public markets have 


|emulated film theatres by using 
| klieg lights and various types of per- 
formers at their openings, anni- 
versaries or what have you. Almost 
nightly over the entire Los Angeles 
area huge spotlights flash their signal 
through the skies, heralding a 
(Continued on page 35) 


SMILE, SUH! WHEN YOU 
CALL ’EM ZIEGFELD GALS 











Now that Florenz Ziegfeld has 


| been dead five years it appears that 
| the beauts who once paraded in his 


whoops, and a flock of other diversi- | 


per- | shows aren’t so anxious to be identi- 
formances at the Center theatre and| fieq as ‘Ziegfeld girls.” 


It makes 
them too old, too ‘dated’ by past 
tense glories rather than present. 

This was amusingly emphasized 


| over the radio recently when an or- 


She bills her idea, in part, as a peace | 
and | blurted out, 


| chestra leader intending to be com- 
_plimentary introduced a girl as a 
| Ziegfeld star. Girl, who was among 
| collegiates at the moment, stiffened, 
made very wary answers and at last 
‘Well, I'm not so old 


| now, you know. I was only 15 when 


| Ziesfeld 


hired me.’ 











THE HOUR OF CHARM 


MUSIC THAT LINGERS ON 
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Balahan West to Huddle on Par 
Production Costs; Other Matters 


+ 





Before leaving for the Coast Sat- 
urday (13), Barney Balaban dis- 
cussed the problem of production 
costs facing the industry, though ex- 
pressing himself as highly optimistic 
over Paramount’s product outlook 
and. indicating there would always 


be room at Par for quality pro- 
ducers, confirmed negotiations had 
been on seriously with David O. 


Selznick to join the company’s pro- 
duction forces. Of course sin¢e then 
Metro made a deal with Selznick. 

Balaban spent the weekend in Chi- 
cago and startéd west from there 
yesterday (Tues.), accompanied by 
Stanton L. Griffis, chairman of the 
executive committee, and Russell 
Holman, production chieftain at the | 
home office, who left New York) 
Monday (15). 

Party will be on the Coast two 
and a half weeks discussing general | 
production matters, the question of 
costs which Balaban avers is virtu- 
ally a daily matter for considera- 
tion and, in the natural course of 
things, other matters pertaining to 
production. 

Par Production Costs 


With all of Paramount concerned 
about the problem of production 





| Studio currently has only one ex- 


land 20th-Fox will likely fall in the 


costs, something that affects not only | 
this studio but all others generally, | 


Balaban believes that, although it is 
not an easy problem to face the situ- 
ation at the studio can be met. He 
expressed the utmost confidence in 
Zukor’s ability to battle with the 
problem of costs, pointing to the fact 
that Zukor knows well what the sit- 
uation is in this country as well as 


abroad following his recent trip to | Presidency. 


Europe. 


The main trouble is that negative 
costs have pyramided generally to 
such a point that any drop in busi- 
ness materially affects the producer- 
distributor. Cost problem has be- 


budgets, expenditures, etc., have 
been predicated on the belief that 
grosses would show substantial in- 
creases at this time. 


| retrenching on top pictures. 


When costs go| nounced for top production ‘Blue- 





| ‘Colossal’ Cut 








| burg,’ both figured to cost much 
|above the $1,000,000 figure, have no 
| definite starting date, though for- 


come more acute this fall b |mer was scheduled to go into pro- 
u is NOOR Ta atinn : Dom 1, and both probably 








; Burns, Bob Hope, Betty Grable, 
(Continued from page 1) Charles Butterworth, Ben Blue, Ed- 
tures ready to go but these will be! ward Everett Horton, Florence 
held up until economic conditions | George, John Payne, Jackie Coogan, 
have bettered in the world market./ Nell Kelly, Raleigh Asher, Slate 
‘Food for Scandal,’ the last picture | Bros. and the St. Brendan’s Boys’ 
to be made by Mervyn LeRoy, has | Choir. Pic carries a_ $1,000,000 


had a taste of the pruning process | 
since Jack Warner returned and this | 


may account for LeRoy’s Metro | 
move, | 

With Nicholas M. Schenck here 
Metro will also do a little budget- 
pruning on top A grade pictures. 


pensive pic set to go, ‘Marie An- 
toinette,” with Norma Shearer tenta- 
tively skedded to start around Dec. 1, 
which, however, may not get going 
until after the new year. Its cost is 
expected to. hit around $2,000,000. 
Metro has ‘Test Pilot’ going into pro- 
duction on Thursday (18) at an esti- 
mated cost of $1,500,000. 


Sidney R. Kent is due in for con- 
ferences on picture costs this week 


footsteps of the others for balance of 
this season on high cost product. 
Par’s Retrenching 

is going in for 
Barney 
Balaban, prexy, and Stanton Griffis, 
chairman of the finance committee, 
are due in Thursday to again stress 
the importance of keeping costs 
down, which is the main purpose of 
their coming to the Coast so fre- 
quently, since Balaban assumed 
{Balaban’s ideas on Par 
budgets are detailed elsewhere in 
this issue on page 2.] 


‘Spawn of the North’ and ‘Gettys- 


Paramount, also, 


go on the 1938-39 schedule. 


Although Paramount has an- 





up and business at the theatres does| beard’s Eighth Wife,’ ‘An Empire Is | 


not go up with them, either standing 
still or receding, the differential be- 
comes so great a better balance must 
be attempted. 


Balaban states that business is not ; tures. 


off far enough to cause grave alarm, 
but studios, which must budget and 
plan pictures in advance, must also 
gear themselves in accordance with 
rental expectations that have fallen 
short of their mark. With this dis- 
appointing condition 
costs become an acute problem. 
is the more acute, 
out, because studio machines 
Hollywood, geared up a year in ad- 
vance on production schedules, can- 
not adjust the situation overnight. 
What makes it more difficult is that 
the year’s product is sold in advance 
and every company wants to live up 
a its deals and its promises on pic- 
ures, 





Goldwyn, Silverstone, 
Korda and Wanger West 


After announcing over the week- 
end that financing was in tow and 
that general agreement had been 
reached on the deal to acquire Unit- 
ed Artists 100%, Sam Goldwyn and 
Alexander Korda left Monday after- 
noon (15) for the Coast, where, it is 
expected, any final details leading to 
actual signing of papers will take 
place. 

Goldwym went by train, accom- 
panied by Maurice _ Silverstone, 
Korda’s g. m. abroad, while Korda 
preferred the air, together with Mar- 
cel Hellman, producer, who accom- 
panied him. 


Walter Wanger, UA producer, is 
leaving for the Coast after his 
‘Stand-In’ has opened tomorrow 


(Thurs.) at the Music Hall, N. Y., to | 


prepare future production plans. He 
has ‘Personal History,’ ‘A Kiss in 
Paris’ and ‘The Man With 10 Models’ 
on his production list. Wanger'’s 
contract with UA, which has nine 
years to go, assures him of release 
through this channel, Wanger financ- 
ing himself. 


Lou Smith Upped 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Paramount has upped Lou Smith 
from publicity to the production 
ranks as ass:sient-to Frank Lloyd. 

He wes in N. VY. publicity for the 
eompany before his studio chore 





developing, 





Born,’ ‘Beau Geste,’ ‘Madame But- 
terfly,, ‘Vagabond King’ and ‘Men 
With Wings,’ it has not set any bud- 
get or starting date for these pic- 


Other high cost Par pics will also 
either be held back or budgets re- 
vised, so company will have a chance 
to at least break even on them should 
they be made, 


RKO has three heavy budgeted 
pictures skedded to go shortly, ‘Vi- 














_It\vacious Lady,’ ‘Radio City Revels’ 
Balaban points! and ‘Joy of Loving.’ 
in 


Jules Levy, company sales head, 
has been here conferring with Leo 
Spitz on production costs, and Nate 
Blumberg, RKO theatre head, is here 
on a similar mission. Likely that 
‘Vivacious Lady’ will face the start- 
ing gun with a curtailed budget 
within next month and other two 
held to around $800,000 each. ‘Revels’ 
starts this week. Only one more 
pic, a small coster, is skedded to go 
here currently. 

Universal has Deanna Durbin’s pic, 
‘Mad About Music,’ slated to start 
with the date being held up until 
Charles R. Rogers gets the financial 
okay in New York, where he is now. 

U also has another Buddy De Sylva 
musical to make and a John M. Stahl 
picture, but it is hardly likely the 
o.k. will be forthcoming on these 
until late spring, which may put 
them on next year’s program. 

Geldwyn Marking Time 

' Sam Goldwyn is marking time 
{with only one pic skedded, ‘Spring 
|in My Heart,’ with Gary Cooper and 
| Merle Oberon, slated to start around 
|Feb. 1, and will probably have no 
more to go until after the United 
Artists’ reorganization. 

Dave Selznick owes two pictures 
to United Artists on his current con- 
tract and these will probably not 
start until around March. Hal Roach, 
| who also has one heavily budgeted 
|feature set to start, is using the 
| pruning shears to keep them within 
grossing proportic 3. 

hat production is pretty still for 
this time of year is evidenced by the 
biz that agents have been doing dur- 
ing the past month. All agents have 
squawked that the studios are not 
utilizing big names for pictures; that 
they are not buying high priced free- 
lance directors, and that the market 
for standard freelance featured play- 
ers is virtually dormant. 

Bigzest of the agencies is reported 
not to have made a 


thin the } 





| 
| 





+ 
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PAR’S ‘COLLEGE SWING’ 
BUDGET AT $1,000,000 


with Lewis R. Gensler producing 
and Raoul Walsh directing yester- 
day (Monday), 


Gracie A(jien, 








Hollywood, Nov. 16, 


% age 
Paramount rolled ‘College Swing 


Film features George Burns and 
Martha Raye, Bob 


budget. + 


Hollywood Films 
Absorbs Condor; 
Automatic Angels 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Production and releasing program 
of Condor Pictures, on which Condor 
defaulted, has been taken over by 
Hollywood Films, financed with 
$400,000 capital provided by Auto- 
matic Products Co., of New York, 
which’ already had sunk around 
$150,000 in the Condor setup. 

Deal means that the original plan 
for six George O’Brien films and 20 
shorts will be carried through. An- 
nouncement of the consummation 
was made by Lester Cowan on his 
return here from New York. Cowan 
is huddling with representatives of 
RKO relative to adding two O’Brien 
features scheduled but not made 
to the releasing quota. Cowan said 
he expected that a producer for Hol- 
lywood Films this week would take 
charge of executive operations at 
Selznick International studio in Cul- 
ver City. 

M. H. Hoffman, George Hirliman 
and Frank Snell are expected to -be 
invited to a meeting of the Condor 
board soon. Three shorts are now 
being completed by Condor and Hol- 
lywood Films likely will provide 
funds to finish ‘King of the Sierras,’ 
a Hoffman feature, negative of which 
is now held by Consolidated Labora- 
tories. 





Miriam Hopkins Resumes 
Pic Work Before N.Y. Trek 


Miriam Hopkins planed east Mon- 
day (15) for assumption of her stage 
role in ‘Wine of Choice,’ being 
readied for Broadway. 

Actress was accompanied by her 
husband, Anatol Litvak, 








Hollywood, Nov. 16, 

Camera work on final scenes in 
Radio’s ‘Women Have a Way,’ inter- 
rupted 11 days because of a flu at- 
tack suffered by Miriam Hopkins, 
was resumed last and the _ pic- 
ture completed. 


RKO Execs West 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Nate Blumberg, RKO theatre chief, 
and Phil Reisman, foreign boss, 
pulled in today (Tuesday) for studio 
confabs with Leo Spitz. 
Jules Levy, sales manager, is also 
on hand for the product shuffle. 


Lusty Aidé to Spitz 

Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Leo Spitz, prexy of RKO-Radio, 
who tock over the production spot 
vacated by Samuel J. Briskin, an- 
nounced last week that he will re- 
tain Lou Lusty as executive assistant. 
Lusty occupied the same post un- 
der Briskin. 














with other agents letting out similar 
squawks. 
General feeling around the studios 





ARLISS’ AMERICAN HOLIDAY’ 


Rufus LeMaire Primes New Picture 
Deal Meanwhile 








Rufus LeMaire left Monday night 
for the Coast after putting a deal 
into the works which may involve 
the Rockefellers’ OK for a George 
Arliss starrer. LeMaire, U. S. 
for Arliss, came east to meet the 
British star. 

Latter hies to the Coast this week 
to spend the holidays in southern 
California. Is vacationing principally 
for six or eight weexs in America to 
escape the inclement weather in 
London. Among other reasons for 
Arliss’ trip to the U. S. was to visit 
his ailing friend, Winthrop Ames, 
who had written him, but the veteran 
theatrical producer died a day after 
Arliss embarked from England. 
LeMaire’s own picture plans, now 
that he settled his Universal con- | 
tract, include divers possibilities. 


rep 





N. Y. to L. A. 


George Arliss. 
Barney Balaban. 
Russell Birdwell. 
A. J. Cronin. 

Dave Blum. 
George Cukor. 
Mrs. Hallie Flanagan. 
Sam Goldwyn. 
Stanton Griffis. 
Otto Harbach. 
Marcel Hellman. 
Russell Holman. 
Mrs. Emily Holt. 
S. R. Kent. 
Alexander Korda. 
Rufus LeMaire. 
James L. Saphier. 
David O. Selznick. 
Maurice Silverstone, 
Walter Wanger. 
Loretta Young. 





ca oe ee Be 


Muriel Babcock. 

W. E. Calloway. 
Hallam Cooley. 
Douglas Coulter. 
Ken Dolan, 
William Fadiman. 
Raoul Gurruchaga. 
Pete Harrison. 
Harry Hershfield, 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Rochelle Hudson. 
J. D. Kendis. 
Frances Langford. 
Robert Lees. 
Anatole Litvak. 
Dr. Herbert Meyer. 
Ernest Pagano. 
John V. Reber. 
Fred Rinaldo. 
Randolph Scott. 
Maj. Albert Warner. 
L. Ward Wheelock. 





SAILINGS 


Nov. 24 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rodgers (Nor- 
mandie). 


Nov. 20 (San Francisco to Shang- 
hai), Leon’ Britton (President 
Hoover). 


Nov. 19 (London to New York), 


Mr. and Mrs. Lou Wolfson (Man- 
hattan), 


Nov. 17 (Paris to New York), Mar- 
lene Dietrich (Normandie). 
Nov. 17 (New York to London), 
George Hale, H. G. Wells, Walter 
O’Keefe (Qu2en Mary). 
Nov. 13 (New York to London), 
Lorenz Hart (Rex). 
Nov. 13 (Los Angeles to New 
York), Shirley Ross (Santa Paula). 


——=3 


Anti-Foreign Talent Embargo 
Up Again; Some in H'wood Favor It 


> 





Hollywood, Novy. 16. 
Hope that W. R. Hearst's plug for 
some law to curb influx of foreign 
talent, which is sure to get an airing 


in special sesh of Congress, will help, 
is expressed everywhere in Holly- 
wood, especially among the layoffs, 
Congressman Costello of Hollywood 
put himself on record as favoring 
any law which would make it just as 
hard for foreign talent to move into 
Hollywood as American talent finds 
it to move in abroad. 

Few who favor going the other 
way and making foreign govern. 
ments ease their restrictions so that 
talent could move in and out of 
countries as easily as books do have 
been talked down by layoffs who 
argue that they don’t want to work 
abroad, they want to work in Hol’y- 
wood. 

Producers are ducking the whole 
issue, Saying privately that foreign 
talent not only eases things for their 
pix abroad but frequently helps b.o. 
in this country. More, they have 
had enough trouble from those pre- 
sumably working for them in the 
last year without being asked to 
carry the torch for local talent. 

Actors are reminded that any time 
they ask the Government to step in 
and help they are subsequently ask- 
ing for interference. This argument 
leaves the layoffs still playing the de- 
bate deadpan, 

Opinion outside the industry favors 
protecting the local talent, but they 
say that Hearst has been wrong so 
often of late that his support of the 
idea may dump the whole apple cart. 





Kent to the Coast, Both 
Schencks Already There 


S. R. Kent leaves later this week 
for Hollywood to confer on the Brit- 
ish production situation and other 
20th-Fox matters. His trip west will 
be the first in some time, Kent hav- 
ing been away from the home office 
for his health. During the past two 
weeks he has been coming into 20th 
headquarters a few hours daily, 
mostly mornings. He was to have 
gone Monday (15) but is deferring 
departure a few days. 

Joe Schenck, in New York two 
weeks, left for return trip to Coast 
Wednesday (10), accompanied by his 
brother, Nick, head of Loew’s. 

Question of whether 20th shall in- 
crease production in England, with 
sale in this country as well as Brit- 
ish territory of any product over 
and above the three promised this 
season, is dependent on what the 
new quota will be in England, as 
with other producers. This year 20th 
went out to sell only three British- 
mades to its American customers. 

Acquisition of Gaumont-British is 
still a question, as it has been for a 
long time due to complications, with 
result that if some stiff quota is set 
up abroad, 20th may have to meet 
that in its own way, through Bob 
Kane or otherwise, rather than 
through GB. 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Joseph M. and Nicholas Schenck 
arrived in Hollywood together Sat- 
urday. Latter went immediately into 
huddles with Louis B,, Mayer rela- 
tive to the new Mayer contract. Joe 
— returned to his desk at 20th- 
Ox. 





ARRIVALS 


Marcelle Denya, Alma Clayburgh, 
Max Schmeling, Rose Bampton, 
Katherine Brush, Mary Garden, Mr. 
and Mrs. Karl Bickel, Mrs. Law- 
rence Tibbett, Mrs. Walter Gieseking, 
Mr. and Mrs, Burton Holmes, Syd- 
ney Chaplin, Clark H. Getts, Mrs. 





Nov. 13 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 


(Lurline). 


Albert Galston, Johnny Weismuller | 


| Osa Johnson, Eide Norena, Dvora 


Lapson, June Marsden, A. J. Cronin, 
Irene Jessner, 








is none too optimistic about the 
heavy-budgeted productions. Some 
execs figure within next three 


sals will go into production any- 
where and when they do studios will 
budget them most carefully so there 
is no squawk from the home office, 


which has to merchandise’ the 
product, 
With all this curtailing actively | 


going on in the ‘A’ top grade pix, 





the studios will also sort of shave 
here and there on the «maller out- 


studio deal or|put to further balance the general | , 
ti weeks, | bu 


iget 


months virtually none of the colos- | 


Other News of Pix Interest 





ASCAP wins in Nebraska 


Radie Harris, 
Hart . 
Television rights 
Televising ‘Journey's End’ 
New 4A’s setup.. 


Metro-Maxwell, 





Louella Parsons’ salary demands...............0.cccecccccee. Page . 
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M-G-M’S STRONG MANPOWER 





Looks Likely That 


Govt Idea To 


Aid Recovery Will Ease Laws On 
Big Film Cos., but 10 Tax Stays 


Washington, Nov. 16. 

Lightening of tax burden on big 
roroorate units in the film business 
looks likely but advance indications 
are that Congress is not very sym- 
pathetic toward any fundamental 
changes in the box office levy. 

As a House Ways and Means. sub- 
committee began deliberations, there 
were plentiful signs last week that 
the undistributed profits tax, con- 
fiscatory rap. on company reserves, 
ynd the capital gains bite will be 
softened and some minor alterations 
may be made in the hodgepodge of 
nuisance taxes. The Roosevelt Ad- 
ministration reportedly does not see 
any serious need to modify either 
of the corporate taxes and is plan- 
ning on continuation of all the 
miscellaneous imposts. 

In response to mounting pressure 
from business and industry generally, 
the House group, which must orig- 
inate all revenue legislation, showed 
slight interest in the 10% gyp on 
theatre patrons. Committeemen said 
there is little demand for any ma- 
terial change in the nuisance sched- 
ules except from certain factions, 
hinting that it is improbable the 
more productive levies, of which the 
admissions tax is outstanding, will 
be lightened. 

Then nuisance taxes are under con- 
sideration, along with other levies on 
business, but there are more pros- 
pects that some will be increased | 
than that they will be repealed or | 
scaled down. Here and there, where | 
the excise brings in only a relatively 
small amount of revenue, the com- 
mittee may see fit to 
abolition, 


Likelihood of any erasure for the 
box office tap is practically ruined 
by President Roosevelt's insistence 
that whenever Congress cuts Govern- 
ment receipts in one place it must 
make up the necessary amount in 
another. Since most legislators con- 
sider the admissions tax a relatively 
painless bite, and since the income 
from this source has risen progres- 
sively the past four years, there is 
no notable sentiment in favor of giv- 
ing either exhibitors or customers 
a break. 


Repeal of the capital gains and 
undistributed profits taxes 
likely, but there are good prospects 
that the crushing rates will be sliced. 
More and more lawmakers are be- 
coming impressed with arguments 
that these excises are a barrier on 
the road to economic recovery, place 
a handicap upon management, dis- 
courage expansion, and involve un- 
sound fiscal theories. 


GOLDWYN CUTS STAFF; 





AWAITS NEW SEASON 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


S‘a organization of Samuel Gold- 
wyn was sliced to a skeleton this 
week and will remain so until after 
the first of the year when production 
1s expected to pick up again with the 
starcing of ‘Spring in My Heart.’ 

Goldwyn representative is en route 
to London now with the script to 
submit it to Merle Oberon for her 
axey Gary Cooper will play the 


male lea 





Flying Birdwell 


Russell Birdwell, returning today 
Xy plane to the Coast, makes his 
2lst aerial cross-country flight and 
the sixth this year. Will precede 
David O. Selznick, George Cukor. 
et al. back to Hollywood.” Birdwell 
stays west only two days or so and 
thence back to Chicago, again by 
plane, to debut ‘Nothing Sacred’ | 


there, and later in New York at the | 
Music Hall. 


Selznick organization feted Cukor | 


last night with one 
cocktaileries, 


of those ‘21’ 


recommend 


is un-| 


o 


Board of 9 to Control 


A board of nine will govern the 
executive setup and over-all policy 
of United Artists, 
between Alexander Korda and Sam- 
uel Goldwyn. Whether there will be 


ditionally, 
The board membership is to be 
divided equally in three parts, 
resenting Korda, Goldwyn and the 
financing group. Each of these three 
elements will be represented by 
three members on the board. 


is not officially known. 


rev- 





Provision, however, it is under- 
stood, is made against the possibility 
of any group dominating the com- 
pany’s affairs to the exclusion of the 
| Other two, by special voting pro- 
visions and conditions. 

Thus, it’s understood, under the 
proposed board rules, to carry ; 
measure at board sessions will re- 
quire possibly seven votes, if the full 
board is in attendance, 


How many members constitute a 
quorum is not known but presum- 


domination by 


| the whole so far as voting goes. 


SPITZ ON BS AT 


RKO; BERMANS 
‘WN’ FILMS 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Agreement arrived at in confer- 
ences between Leo Spitz, RKO-Radio 
prexy, and Pandro S. Berman leaves 
latter in charge of the studio’s A 
product with Spitz looking after the 
remainder of the output, at least 
until an executive producer can be 
found to assume those responsibilities. 


Arrangement was ratified follow- 
ing-Berman’s return from a vacation 
in the north woods. Under his wing 
will remain the Fred Astaire, Ginger 
Rogers and Katharine Hepburn pic- 
tures, with other A films to be 
handled by other producers. Spitz 
continues to occupy the top execu- 
tive chair. 


Report around town was_ that 
Radio attempted to persuade Bryan 
Foy to leave Warners but Foy was 
unable to entertain any proposal 
owing to his long term tieup at Bur- 
bank. 

















MYRON SELZNICK SETS 
UP OWN N.Y. OFFICE 


Myron Selznick is staying east an- 
other couple of weeks despite — 
Selznick, et al, returning to the C 
today (Wednesday). Agent Saeaien 
is setting up his own New York | 
office. 

Heretofore, Leland Hayward was | 


Za 


een split. 


a on iN. Y Scan 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


under the accord | 


an executive committee created ad- | 


ably the provisions guarding against | 
any group could be} 
carried down on proportionate ratio | 


. Y. rep but that alliance has since | 


- Ae Ae 








SELINICK 
UNIT PRO 


Each with Separate Setups 
—Selznick’s Deal Follows 
Flock of Reports Anent 
Other Companies 





S-I TO STICK 


, David O. Selznick is set at Metro. 

He will have his own independent 
unit, to make six to eight pictures 
a year. 


Selznick’s ° Metro shift has no 
bearing on Mervyn LeRoy’s align- 
ment with Metro last week. Le- 
Roy, like Sam Kaiz, Eddie Man- 


nix, Louis B. Mayer, and other 
producers, will in turn 
group of pictures. 

At Metro, Selznick-International 
can retain its identity yet have call 
upon 
talent on the M-G 
deal is fur two years, 

Louis B: Mayer, Selznick’s father- 
in-law, was known to have been 
| eager to obtain Selznick’s services 
|for M-G, so much so it is given 
that Mayer withheld renewing his 


M-G 
produce a 


roster. His 
with options. 


what future 
would make. 

In discussions on a possible Para- 
mount deal, there was talk that 
Jock Whitney and Selznick would 
become officers of Par. There was a 
merger proposition  aiso. 
this was altered. The talks between 
Par and Selznick | started 
ago. 


association Selznick 


Selznick was at Metro some time | 


ago as a unit producer before start- 
ing Selznick-International with 
Whitney. 





LeRoy’s Metro Deal 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Mervyn LeRoy moves over from 
Warners to Metro Feb. 15 on a 
straight three-year executive pro- 
ducer deal, with his own unit and 
responsible only to Louis B, Mayer. 
Contract was signed last Wednesday 
(10) after two days of preliminary 
conferences between Mayer and 
LeRoy. 

Announcement of the agreement 
the following day took Hollywood 
completely by surprise as LeRoy had 


at Warners. 

LeRoy talked the whole thing over 
with Harry M. Warner, his father- 
in-law, before signing with Metro 
and was advised by Warner to go 
wherever he would be happiest. De- 
tails still remain to be worked out 
|}as to the personnel to be taken by 





| LeRoy to Metro when the switchover | 
He has a number | 


becomes effective. 
|of people under personal contract 
|; to himself.- These include Fernand 
Gravet, Lana Turner, Kenny Bake 
Vicki Lester, Allan 
| Adolph Deutsch, the latter a com- 
poser. 
| LeRoy rolled his next Warner fea- 
ure, ‘Food for 
_ Contiauss « on | page 29) 


| in that transaction by which it is 
| proposed to shift control of United 
Artists to Alexander Korda and 
Samuel Goldwyn. Chaplin will get 


the full $2,000,000 coming to him, in 
cash. 


Charles R. Rogers leaves : is New | 


York tomorrow (Wednesday) to 


scout the Broadway shows for new | 


| faces, esides searching out story 


material. 

He will also huddle with U reps in 
|New York on the exploitation of 
‘You're a Sweetheart,’ the Alice Faye 
feature skeded for release around 
lc hristmas. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., and Mary 
Pickford will receive part cash and 
part stock. 

There will be three classes of 
| shares in the newly proposed capital 
setup of U.A.—first preferred, 

preierred, and common stock. 

The first preferred, 
' $1,500,000, will be 


second 


amounting to 
divided in two 


been expected to sign a new ticket | : 
| ment is completed, 


all the playing and technical | 


own pact with Metro until certain of | 


Later, | 


months | 


| toward readying material for his} 


* 
| 


EBAY Goldwyn-Korda Takeover of UA 
IFAS Set: Silverstone May Become New 





r, | the similarity of the background and 
Joslyn and | 


Scandal,’ yesterday | $125,000 to U for 








President: Final 





Formal Announcement 


The formal announcement of 
the Alexander Korda-Samuel 
Goldwyn accord follows: 

‘The discussions between 
Samuel Goldwyn, Alexander 


Korda and E. H. Lever on the 
purchase of shares held in 
United Artists by- Mary Pick- 
ford, Charles Chaplin and Doug- 
las Fairbanks have been con- 
cluded. 

‘All parties are in agreement 
on the conditions by which 


financing will be made available 
to Mr. Goldwyn and Mr. Korda 
to exercise their option. 

‘The purchasing members 
have decided definitely on the 
future policy of the corporation 
after the option has been taken 
up, as well as on the future ad- 
ministration details, 

‘Final action on the exercising 
of the option is being deferred 
until the legal advisers of the 
various interested parties, both 
in the United States and Eng- 
land, have examined the pro- 
posed details.’ 


INSIDE ON JR. 
LAEMMLE'S M-G 
BOW-OUT 











Carl fadeout at | 
Metro is reported to have been due 
to the efforts of one studio exec to | 
stymie the new producer’s attempts | 


Laemmle, Jr.’s 


first M-G production, Laemmle was | 


on the lot for five months and dur- | 
ing that time submitted various story 
proposals which this exec turned 
down. He was working on an orig- | 
inal story that probably will “e 
made by Hunt Stromberg after treat- 








Laemmle, it is understood, will 
align himself with another studio or || 
may produce on his own with a! 


major release. | 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Metro has decided to indefinitely | 


shelve “The Hunchback of Notre | 
Dame,’ which Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
was to have produced, on account of 


period to ‘Marie Antoinette,’ Norma 
Shearer. starrer which is to be made 
at once. 

Metro is understood to have paid | 
rights to ‘Hunch- 


| back.’ 


Op : oy) 000,000 Cash Payoff: 
Fairbanks, Pickford in Cash, Stock 


| Only Charles Chaplin gets all cash! 


equal parts between Fuirbanks and 
Miss Pickford. Each gets $750,000 
of the total. 

This first preferred stock must be 
covered before interest on the second 
preferred, or dividends on the com- 
mon can be paid. 

Additionally, of course, 
and Mary Pickford, 
$1,250,000 cash 

The second preferred-stock amount- 
ing to $4,000,000 goes in equal parts 
to Alexander Korda and Samuel 
Goldwyn. Each gets $2,000,009 o: 


Fairbanks 


i] Yate 
each, OvD.alIn 


this issue. 


Korda and Goldwyn will divvy the 
common stock equally. 





; preceded both by 
| wood on 


| Dr, &. , 


|U. A.’s future 


Signing in England 


Ernest Lever, ccretary of Pru- 
dential Assurance Co of Lon- 
don, sails today. (17) for Enelhand 
bearing a pac with conditions 
under which Bri tish bankers might 
make available $4,500,000 to Alex- 
ander Korda and Samuel Goldwyn 
to exercise their options for pur- 
chase of control of United Artists 
from Charles Chaplin, Mary Pick- 


ford and Douglas Fairbanks. 


Prior to Lever'’s denarture for 
London Korda ind Goldwyn 
reached an accord on the future 
policy and administration of United 
Artists. The agreement must be 


finalized in London. 

Whatever changes contemplated in 
the administrative setup in con- 
sequence of a possible change in the 
control of U. A. have not been 
divulged 

Maurice Silverstone, U. A.’s head 
in London and Continental Europe, 
according to general sentiment, may 
succeed Dr. A. Hs Giannini as 
executive head of the firm, in the 
event that Dr. Giannini should re- 
tire. Silverstone is on his way. to 
Hollywood, with Goldwyn. Korda 
plane to Holly- 
Monday (15), the others 
departing the same day by train. 

Additional to conferring with 
Giannini regarding the 
situation, Korda and Sil- 
probably will into 
production possibili- 


company 
verstone 


ties. 
British Coin 

It is expected 
$4,500,000 with 


that tne 
which 


required 
Alexander 


| Korda and Samuel Goldwyn would 


exercise their options will be pro- 


vided by a_ syndicate of British 
financial institutions. 

This amount, apparently, is to be 
lent to United Artists, Ltd., 100% 
owned British subsidiary of the 


parent United Artists firm, 
ica. Also, the combined assets of 
the two firms, according to current 
(Cc ontinved _on _ par ze 17) 
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FILM BUSINESS NOW SETS POST-XMAS 
AS THECALENDAR DATE FOR B. 0. RISE 





October and November Very Tepid—Indicates Sen- 
sitive Ratio to the General Economic Status of 


the Country—Market, Unemployment, Etc. 
> 


£xpected upturn _in business for 
the film industry in October and No- 
vember apparently has been delayed 
until the close of 1937. There has 
been no general improvement at the 
film theatre box office since Oct. 1, 
check this week revealed. Instead, 
biz has leveled off during the past 
month and thus far in November. 
Now trade experts believe that the 
best upturn will come in the week 
between Christmas and New Year’s 
day, or early in January. 

While average b.o. business has 
been running at an even keel since 
early in October, it is disappointing 





Shuberts Lose $10,000 
Theft Suit Against WB 


Alleged thefting suit brought by 
Select Theatres Corp., Shubert con- 
cern, against Warner Bros., was 
tossed out Friday (12) by N. Y. Fed- 
eral Judge John C. Knox for in- 
sufficient grounds. Plaintiff was al- 
lowed 15 days to amend complaint. 

Select claimed WB picture, ‘Ready, 
Willing and Able’ was lifted from its 
play, ‘The Audition.” Wanted $10,000 
damages. 

Albert 
whose 


Bein, young playwright 
suit against Warner Bros. 





to those who anticipated a steady 
fall uplift this year. Actually, this 
upturn was on the way, with big | 


trade from the middle of August to 
around Oct. 1, due largely to strike 
settlements, fine weather and splen- 
did product. After that it evened 
off, with no improvement noted. 
Whether or not it all can be traced 
to the‘ severe slump in the stock 
market, which got under way the 
first week in September, or not, cer- 
tainly this decline ‘discounted the 
current hefty slump in all principal 
industries. Dip in stock values was 
so drastic that indusiries 
trimming almost immediately. 
This has been reflected via an in- 
crease in unemployment. Such dip 


in employed ranks in turn has shown | 


up at the picture hou:;> box office. 
Veteran showmen claim that cur- 
rently the industry is so sensitive to 
the employment indices that any 
considerable drop brings a resultant 
slump in theatre take. 

Nothing heavy is counted on for 
the period between Thanksgiving 


| N.. Y. 


began { 


Pictures Corp., was dismissed in 
federal court last summer, 
after a jury trial, was given permis- 
sion Friday (12) by Judge Henry W. 
Goddard to file an appeal with the 
circuit court. 


Bein sought an injunction and 
profits on the picture, ‘Mayor of 
Hell,’ claiming it was taken from his 
play, ‘Junior Republic.’ 


Firebird’ Gets Serious 


Discussion at Universal 








Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Film production of Stravinsky’s 
ballet, ‘The Firebird,’ is being planned 
at Universal with preliminary dis- 
cussions already having taken place 
between Charles. R. Rogers and 
Henry Koster, who has been as- 
signed to direct. 

Idea now is to have the terp fea- 
ture follow ‘The Rage of Paris,’ 





and Dec. 25, with the ensuing week 
after Christmas the first chance for 
the b.o. to step forward in its best 
style. 


Col.’s Olive Branch 
To Frank Capra; See 





An Early Patch-Up. 





Hoilywood, Nov. 16. 
Prospects for peace between Harry 
Cohn, Columbia headman, and Frank 
Capra, studio’s - directorial ace, 


seemed brighter this week following 
a couple of telephone get-togethers 


by the warring duo. 


Cohn said to Capra, after inquiring 


why he had taken a stroll: ‘Look 


here, Frank, I'm not responsible for 
what other people around here do or 
You’ve always got a square 
shake from me, and you can get it 


say. 


again.’ 

Result of the informal confab was 
to restore optimism on the lot as to 
Capra’s return. 


WALLY BEERY’S INJURY 
SLOWS ‘FANNY’ AT MG 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Starting date on ‘Fanny’ at Metro 
has been set back to Dec. 10 in order 
to allow Wallace Beery time to re- 
cover from the leg wound he suf- 
fered through the accidental dis- 
charge of a pistol during the filming 
of ‘Bad Man of Brimstone.’ 

James Whale directs ‘Fanny.’ 


Epidemic of Colds Halts 
Reach’s “Merrily We Live’ 











H areca Nov. 16. 

Hal Roach 
satonlion on ‘Merrily We Live’ after 
production was forced to suspend be- 
cause of an epidemic of colds and 
other ills among the players. Con- 
stance Bennett, femme lead, was in 
bed_all week with a cold and threat- 
ened flu. 

Others who were 
cluded Brian Aherne, director Nor- 
man McLeod, cameraman Norbert 
Brodine, assistant director Nate Watt, 
and Tom Evans. Roach was covered 
by insurance, 
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Koster’s next, which stars Danielle 
Darrieux. 











|MUNT’S FINALE WIN 


OF SAG’S MO. AWARD 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

The last monthly Screen Actors’ 
Guild award to be made for out- 
standing performances goes to Paul 
Muni for his work in ‘Life of Emile 
Zola.’ Mischa Auer’s role in ‘100 
Men and a Girl’ won him the palm 
for best supporting job. 

Awards are being discontinued to 
allow for taking over of the Acad- 
emy’s function of making the annual 
gifts of ‘Oscars.’ 


METRO SEES B. 0. 
IN SERIALS: 
MAY DO ’EM 


Hollywood, Nov. 16, 

Metro is giving.serious thought to 
serials, long . the. shoestring  pro- 
ducers’ delight and shunned by ma- 
jors as beneath their dignity. Execs 
believe there’s.an audience for chap- 
ter plays of the. better type, judging 
from public reception of continued 
yarns in mags and on radio. 

Idea, in rough form, would be to 
make picture in 10 or 12 reels and 
chop off episodes at suspenseful 
points. Biggest headache will be to 
keep reel from getting too corny and 
still give it that cliffhanger touch. 

Universal has upped the figure on 
‘Flash Gordon’ to a serial top of 
$200,000. 

The previous release proved a 
moneymaker and prompted the de- 
cision to pour some more coin into 
the chapter play, 














Marion Davies, Hearst Washing 
Up at Warners; She May Do Play 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Sources close to Marion Davies and 
W. R. Hearst have let it be known 
that Miss Davies has washed up her 
picture career at Warners and that 
she goes off the payroll at the end of 
the year. Player has been drawing 
$10,000 a week sgainst profits, etc. 

Studio hes ns pictures ready or be- 
ing prepped for Miss Davies but she 
is understood to be angling for the 
top role in the Chicago stage pro- 
duction of the Broadway hit, ‘Susan 
and God,’ and has written requesting 
John Golden, producer of the Rachel 
Crothers play, to send her a copy of 
the script. 

Indications are strong that with 
the windup of the Warner deal the 
star will make no more pictures any- 
where, which comes as no surprise to 
Hollywood. Report to that effect 
having been persistent for some 
months, beginning with the release 
of her last Warner film, ‘Ever Since 
Eve,’ last May. 

Cosmo Future at Stake 

Number of huddles have been 
held between Warner tops and Ed 
Hatrick, who looks after Miss Davies 
and Cosmopolitan Films in the inter- 
est of Hearst. Future of Cosmopoli- 
tan also is at stake as well as the 
disposition of the Davies contract. It 
has been understood that no material 
is available for Miss Davies on the 
current studio schedule and none 
will be announced for the new pro- 
gram, this despite rumors that she 
might be handed the femme lead in 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ or undertake a r-- 
make of ‘Little Old New York,’ one 
of her earlier successes. It was un- 
derstood, too, that she desired to 
| play the top femme role in ‘Tova- 
rich,’ but this went to Claudette Col- 
bert. 

In 1935, the year she came to War- 
ners from Metro, Miss Davies made 
‘Page Miss Glory,’ the following year 
‘Hearts Divided’ and ‘Cain and 
Mabel,’ and this year ‘Ever Since 
Eve.’ None of these pictures turned 
out to be a boxoffice wow and in 
certain instances theatres playing 








srirayvs reqs s* 


a is Aa a 


them billed the male lead above Miss 
Davies, Neither Hearst nor the star 
was happy over these results and 
both so expressed themselves to 
Warners but tne only tangible echo 
from these expressions was Miss 
Davies’ decision to call it a day, 
which was reached with the approval 
of Hearst. 


Hearst Okays Move 

Hearst also oKayéd:‘her desiré to 
look around for a‘suitable stage play, 
which is now being done. 

WB star has been in films nearly 
20 years, debuting’ in ‘Runaway 
Romany,’ made in 1918 by Ardsley 
Pathe. Following two years she did 
‘April Folly’ and ‘When Knighthood 
Was in Flower’ for Jesse L. Lasky, 
and in 1923 scored her biggest hit 
in ‘Little Old New York’ for Samuel 
Goldwyn. She was at Metro nine 
years, from 1925 to 1934. 

Understood that the defection of 
Miss Davies will not affect in any 
way the current Cosmopolitan setup 
with Warners as a contract is in 
force for the,current season’s release, 
production costs of which are de- 
frayed by Warners. 





Hearst Party Due 
In Hawaii Dec. 16 


Honolulu, Nov. 16. 

William Randolph Hearst, ac- 
companied by Marion Davies and 
party, is due to arrive here Dec. 16. 
Reports that the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor were to be among the 
entourage, and that Hearst had 
cabled orders ahead to prepare the 
most palatial estate on the islands, 
greatly excited local residents. 

Cancellation of the royal couple’s 
American visit this fall is considered 
a smart thing to do as far as the 
islands are concerned. Natives still 
remember the sensational treatment 
of the Massey case by the Hearst 
press and the Hearst party’s arrival 











may create a demonstration. 
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WB TO ROADSHOW ITS 
‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Warners’ ‘Hollywood Hotel’ will 
go out as a roadshow if Grad Sears 
shares the enthusiasm of the studio 
execs after he views the filmusical. 
All the Warner freres, Harry, Jack 
Albert, have looked at rough cuts of 
the pic and are impressed with its 
possibilities as a two-a-dayer. 


Dick Powell Wows 
’Em at Cleve. Auto 
Show; Blondell, Too 


Cleveland. Nov. 16. 
Dick Powell, guester: at Cleveland | 
auto show, went over all 
year’s attendance marks for opening 
day (13) when he pulled 22,140 rub- 
berneckers into Civic Auditorium, 








half cuffo but rest ponied up 60c per | iw 


head, highest admish charge ever 
tried here. 

Hall had to turn away crowds | 
when town heard that Powell's wife, 
Joan Blondell, had come along to 
give him a surprise present on his 
birthday (14). Actress’ brief trip 
was Okayed by Warner Bros. studio, 
because of script delay on her next 
film, ‘Men Are Such Fools,’ but she 
will probably fly back to Coast this 
midweek. Autograph hounds bothered 
couple so much Saturday that safety- 
director assigned four cops as body- 
guards, 

Powell in here for nine days at 
$11,500, doing two shows daily and 
three weekends. Appears in style 
show and ‘Brides of Nations’ pageant 
made up of foreign group beauty 
winners. 

Local girl to sing with him is Mar- 
garet Martin, who won engagement, 
$100 and screen test in state contest 
via WHK-WCLE. Runner-upper, also 
getting pix test, is Gloria Gaylord, 
formerly of Gaylord Trio. Louis 
Rich, music director of twin-station, 
batoning entire show with Mrs. Vic- 
tor Phillips, socialite, as assistant 
stage director under Edward Beck. 

Instead of simon-pure talent for 
auto show’s basement nitery, Herb 
Buckman this year worked up 
bigger revue composed of Hank the 
Mule, Sondra, Joe Wallace as m.c., 
Jeanne Fadden, second winner in 
‘Miss America’ tourney, and Merle 
Jacobs’ ork. 


Polly Rowles, Off U 
Contract, Tries B’way 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16 

Polly Rowles, plucked for film by 
U scout upon her graduation from 
Carnegie Tech drama school here 
year ago last June, is washed up 
with Hollywood for time being, and 
she’s going to try to get in the right 
way via Broadway. Gal's spending a 
few weeks with her socialite parents 
locally and then heads for New York 
to scout around for a stage role. 

She made two pictures for U, a bit 
in ‘Vogues,’ on a loan-out to Wanger, 
and fourth recently, Rep’s ‘Spring- 
time in the Rockies,’ as a freelance. 
Option wasn't. picked up by lot that 
‘discovered’ her couple of months 
ago, and she decided against sticking 
around on Coast in favor of fling at 
Broadway. 


Kelly Hitches at Par 


ee, ee 


Hollywood, Nov. 16 

Mark Kelly has moved into the 
Paramount writing staff to script 
‘Gamblers’ Maxim.’ Gladys Unger is 
scripting ‘The 13th Bed in the Ball- 
room’; Walter C. Roberts goes on 
‘Spawn of the North’; Brian Marlow 
to ‘Bulldog Drummond Interferes’: 
Bobby Vernon to ‘The Arkansas 
Travelers,’ and Virginia Van Upp to 
‘You and Me.’ 

Scripters who have completed their 
chores and left the lot include Kurt 
Siodmak, Jack McDermott = and 
James Ashmore Creelman. 


Thomas Loads Up 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Bill Thomas, who recently went 
over from Columbia publicity to be 
Harold Hurley’s’ production §  as- 
sistant at Paramount, has taken on 
additional chores, toiling with Max- 
well Shane on the script of ‘High- 
way Racketeer.’ 

Shane came to Paramount on a 
loanout deal from RKO to work out 
an original yarn dealing with the 




















cross-country trucking biz. 
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A BROADWAYITE 
BACK AT HOME 


By JACK OSTERMAN 


Irving Lazar, our personal repre- 
sentative, at this writing is Holly- 
wood-bound carrying with him a 
script we wrote (through the cour. 
| tesy of a Variety typewriter) in co}. 
| laboration with Al Scheftel and Lu. 
| cille Watson. The story, tentati vely 
| titled, ‘The Freedom of the Press’ 
| was written with the Marx Bros, in 
mind and we have already taken up 
their option as we want them. .So 

far we don’t know yet whether they 
but all 








want us or the story, after 


ion train hasn’t even reached Kan- 
as City yet. 
We wrote ‘three versions—the way 

we wart it, the way they would 

| want it and the way it probably 


| 


| the 


ould,end,up on the screen. 
Broadway is rapidly developing 
with two more Chinese restaurants 
opening in the next week—but mark 
our words,.in four or five years 
American food is bound to make a 
comeback. 

The Gaiety theatre is celebrating 
the fourth consecutive week of the 


same policy...quite a record for this 
house. 
We saw the ‘Hurricane’ opening 


..we put on our overcoat and rub- 
bers during the storm sequences... 
we take no chances. We particularly 
enjoyed the scene showing four of 
principal. characters floating 
down the wild river reclining peace- 
fully on a tree...which proves con- 
clusively only Goldwyn can make a 
tree! 

Dinners at Eight 

We were invited: to a triple-play 
dinner given at the Astor Saturday 
night...it was a_ testimonial to 
Sophie Tucker and Mrs. Ted Lewis’ 
birthday, the proceeds ‘(estimated at 
$11,000) going to the Hebrew Day 
Nursery. The roof was packed and 
it was a swell affair...a grand trib- 
ute to a grand gal, Sophie, who ex- 
plained there was no time for play 
in Hollywood as you must arise at 
6, be on the set at 7, etc. Of course 
we have seen some people in pic- 
tures lately who would have been 
better off if someone had stolen their 
alarm clocks, but that’s beside the 
point. 

The ‘last of the red hot mammas’ 
still looks better than most of the 
first of them, and she coyly re- 
marked, “Though I’ve played with 
Gable and Taylor, I still stick to 
Lackey.’ Whereupon Jay C. Flippen, 
who was in rare form as toastmas- 
ter, shouted, ‘Sophie, you mean 
you've played with Gable and Tay- 
lor but you're stuck with Lackey.’ 

Rufus LeMaire was seated right 
below the dais and with Tucker, 
Lewis and Lemaire together it 
looked like a conference for another 
‘LeMaire’s Affairs.” By the way, 
whatever happened to Lester Allen? 

Ada Lewis did a masterful job 
handling the affair and Jimmy 
Walker still proved he was tops 
when called upon to make a speech. 
Speaking of LeMaire he confided 
that he offered a very big New York 
firm his services for five years with 
his solemn promise he would tear 
up the contract the second year! 

Thoughts While Thinking 

Oddly enough, ‘The Ghost of Yan- 
kee Doodle’ opens right across the 
street from George M. Cohan...Who 
can it be, Dave Mallen? ‘Note to 
the Ed: Ever since we can remem- 
ber Dave has been imitating Cohan, 
and considered the best. ..there’s no 
use all of us worrying.) 

Eddie Davis all bundled up rush- 
ing down B’way...said he was going 
to have a blood test made for Rhett 
Butler. 

Caught the musical magician, Joe 
Rines’ NBC broadcast...clever boy 

..the brass section uses rabbits in- 
stead of mutes, 

Knowing Fannie Brice as well as 
we do we would give anything to 
hear the opening speech she has pre- 
pared for Little Billy! 


And here’s a little tip to our 
friend Sam Harris, although he’s 
been doing okay without any of 
them...the White House may 40 


without Roosevelt but we doubt if 
‘I'd Rather Be Right’ can do without 
Cohan, 





ALICE WHITE’S PHONER 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Alice White and Judith Allen draw 
the lead roles in Monogram’s ‘Tele- 
phone Operator,’ rolling today 
(Tues.), Scott Pembroke directing. 
Scott Darling scripted from John 





Krafft’s original. 
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PAR’S IDEA 


ap eee 


By JOHN C. FLINN 








Under commercial sponsorship (General Foods) the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer motion picture producing studio at Culver City, Calif., Nov, 5 
went on the air in the first of a series of national broadcasts, 
pu.puse of which is to advertise Maxwell House Cotree. Several of the 
studio’s first ranking stars and supporting players participated in the pro- 
gram which, through advance ballyhoo, probably was dialed by some mil- 
lions of receiving sets. Program was for one hour (9 p.m., EST). It is 
the announced purpose of M-G to exploit film personalities and story ma- 
terial vin the ether programs, 

What most interested showmen who listened in were two short ad- 
dresses by Louis B. Mayer, production head of wMe.wo, aad Cy.sy Chesier, 
an officer of the food concern. 

Mr. Mayer said, ‘We embark on a new adventure, the complete merging 
of radio and motion pictures. an adventure conceived to bring you what 
we surely hope will be radio entertaumment of a very unusual character 
and of a very high standard.’ 

Mr. Chester said, ‘Next Thursdsy night and ev:ry Thursday night there- 
after 1 wuiil sit at home with my family and listen is these wvnucrful 
artists.’ 

What Mr, Chester did not say, but what must have been on his mind, 
was that he hoped everyone else in America who owns a receiving set will 
take the hint and be in their homes next Thursday and all other Thurs- 
davs and listen to the Metro-Maxwell House broadcast. 

What no ons caid during the hour’s broadcast was ‘hat, ‘Va bone you 
like the program so much that you will hurry to the nearest mun wane 
and see the stars whom you have just heard in their pictures.’ No one said 
that because no one believes it to be true. The better the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Maxwell House Coffee radio program becomes week after week, the tougher 
it is going to be for listeners to leave their firesides and go to the films. 
Make no mistake about one thing: MG possesses almost unlimited resources 
in talent and showmanship to make the program the top commercial of 
the season. 

Of course there are seven nights a week cnd orly one Thursdey. But 
Warners’: studio also is set for a commercial Lvoadcast of its filin 
personalities, and there is no reason why all the other major companies 
shouldn't follow suit. It could be arranged so that each would have a night 
on the air and, since there are eight companies and only seven nights, one 
of them could have Sunday afternoon, say at 3 p.m. EST, which would be 
the best hour to ruin the matinees at theatres. 

Out of all the jumbled thinking, so-called, which 1.as :.!'-nded the film- 
radio discussion in the past six months, only one posue vs ws assue seems 
universally agreed. That is, that the public, while sitting at home listen- 
ing to film stars and film material over the radio, cannot at the same time 
be sitting in theatres seeing and hearing the real thing. 

Mr. Chester said he intends to stay at home every Thursday night with 
his family and listen to the MGM stars. While the broadcasts cost General 
Foods a lot of money (MG gets $25,000 each week) Mr. Chester and his 
family get them free gratis over the living room receiving set. 

And there are millions of Mr. Chestcrs. 

There seem to be two schools of thought among those who justify the 
experiment of broadcasting free film entertainment over the air. s'irst, 
they believe radio, because of its wide circulation, will create popularity 
for film personalities and enhance their value to exhibitors. This is on 
the theory that what a person hears gratis they will be willing to pay 
money to see. Second, that airing of musical numbers from films excites 
anticipatory interest in the subsequent picture release. Both statements 
are on the premise that broadcasting by film stars of film material is sure 
to help the picture theatres’ box offices. 

Nothing could be further from the facts. Coast to coast airings of num- 
bers from filmusicals have lessened the earning period of films. ‘ane 
machinery of picture distribution, which is founded on protection of runs 
between theatres, based on admission prices, is geared too slowly to cope 
with the speed of radio exploitation. Increasing number of release prints 
to liquidate playdates faster is no solution and disrupts the values of clear- 
ance. Film rentals are based on maintaining admission prices at their 
highest levels as long as possible. Since radio started airing filmusicals 
the attractions when playing last runs in theatres have lost public appeal. 
With few exceptions the tunes are antiquated at the end of three months 
from release dates. 

Film business is under the delusion that ii is geviing something for noth- 
ing from radio broadcasting. ‘i:uih is that the ‘merging’ of the two arts 
in time will destroy the boxoffice. What is given away in millions of 
homes weekly cannot be sold for an admission price. 

Heretofore all these issues which are vital to the future of th> film busl- 
ness have been confined to the realm of discussion. MG’s radio capitulation, 
which will be followed by other studios, will quickly remove the argu- 
ments from the theoretical field into practical exverience. 

It is to be hoped that the fears of showmen who interpret the trend as 
destruc.ive to theatre receipts are unfounded, 


PAUL KOHNER AND COL. | Lloyd’s ‘Prof’ Readying 
SETTLE PACT AMICABLY Hollywood, Nov. 16 


Harold Lloyd expects to get start- 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. ed on his new film, ‘Professor, Be- 


Paul Kohner has settled his pro-| Ware, on location at Kernville 


d i : ter | around Nov. 29, with the first three 
ere al rad Pgs Bi persone ey poe weeks of the schedule to be devoted 


, a : to outdoor footage there. 
vie wens’ te Sour made a Gloria| Rex Bailey has taken over the 
Swanson feature but studio was|C@sting assignment for the film, 
never able to get together with the | Which is to be made indoors at Gen- 
star on a suitable story. Understood eral Service Studio. 


he will take a vacation in Mexico . 
before secking a new affiliation. Robinson’s 80G Per Pic 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


For Whomever It Fits Now freelancing since the washuvp 


of his Warner contract, Edward G. 
Robinson has set his price at $80,000 

Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Rebecca West, British scrib, is 


per picture. 
batting out a yarn for Paramount 


FREDDIE AND RONNIE 

intended for either Carole Lombard Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
or Claudette Colbert, the subject} Metro has decided to cast Freddie 
matter of which is not known to|Bartholomew and Ronald Sinclair, 
studio officials. Australian moppet, in the same pic- 

Author was given carte blanche on| ture, ‘Brothers,’ authored by Flor- 
a contingency basis by Adolph Zukor|/ence Ryerson and Edgar Allan 
in a chinfest with her in London re- | Woolf. 
cently. Deal later was ratified Sinclair took over the role intend- 
through William LeBaron and Adjed for Bartholmew in ‘Thorough- 
Schulberg. breds Don't Cry.’ 


























CLAIMS WOULD UP 
U. od. HEVENUE 


Balaban and Par Tax Ex- 
perts Are  Petitioning 
Washington — Would 
Prove That Dropping the 
10% Rap Would In- 


Benefit the Gov’t 
More 


NO 4lc ‘CEILING’ 





Based on a very exhaustive study 
of the admissions situation in which 
an exchange of information between 
the home office and _ its far-flung 
theatre operating forces played an 
important part, Paramount has pre- 
pared statistics to support its theory 
that the Government would reap 
greater returns from the picture in- 
dustry if the present tax on tickets 
is eliminated. 


The figures substantiating this con- 
tention of the company, its president, 
Barney Balaban, theatre operators 
in the Par fold, tax experts and 
others, have been forwarded to 
Washington for any official consid- 
eration or action the Federal Gov- 
ernment, its agencies or Congress, 
might deem is warranted. Par seeks 
to prove to the Government that if 
the tax on admissions were repealed, 
removing problems in connection 
with raising present prices, both the 
distributing companies and the the- 
atres will be able to show higher 
profits. These, in turn, will be re- 
flected in proportionately higher re- 
turns to the Government through 
corporate taxes, income taxes, sur- 
tax on undistributed profits and 
other levies. The theory of Para- 
mount is that the increases in these 
taxes will more than offset what may 
be lost in the elimination of the tax 
on tickets. As it happens, the latter 
is paid by the public, which makes 
Par’s plan a somewhat magnanimous 
gesture in a way. 

However, as Balaban and his com- 
pany see it, if the tax is removed on 
theatre admissions, the obstacles and 
dangers that stand in the path of 
higher prices at the box office are 
removed at the same time. With the 
tax starting at admissions of over 
40c, Balaban’s cantention is that the 
picture business is hamstrung be- 
cause of the ceiling created by the 
tax regulations. 

The study made of the matter by 
Par and forwarded to official Wash- 
ington takes various situations and 
seeks to show, in theory, what would 
happen to given theatres if this ceil- 
ing is eliminated. Under the tax 
laws admissions are exempt from tax 
up to and including 40c. At 4lc a 
10% levy must be charged by the 
theatre and turned over to the Gov- 
ernment. 

The 4ic Barrier 

Balaban declared before leaving 
for the Coast Saturday (13) that he 


crease Profits and Thus. 


Even | 





(Cuntinued on page 29) 


10 CUT 10% 














No F.C.C. Squawk 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors’ of America in New 
Yaix, according to local ad- 
vices, is framing an appeal to 
the Federal Communications 
Commission to curb air gossip- 
ers, by legal means, from de- 
preciating the value of another's 
product. 








N.Y. headquarters of MPPDA 
denies knowledge of any plans 
to restrain air chatterers from 
unfavorable publicity affecting 
pictures. Claims it would be a 
wrong approach. 


ALGER’S REPORT 
ON RKO NOT 
YET FILED 


——_@——. 


George Alger, special master 
handling the RKO reorganization 
plan, excluded the press from the 
last session held before him Mon- 
day (15). There was no reason for 
his action given to the press, al- 
though nothing of much concern oc- 
curred at this hearing. Understood 
he okayed the plan subject to some 
amendments which may already 
have been accomplished. 

Alger’s report already issued to 
principals and creditors in the pro- 
ceedings apparently is not final, and 
subject to correction. It seems, 
apparently, that the report contains 
many errors and, of course, it is 
expected that these will be cor- 
rected before the report is submitted 
finally to Federal Judge William 
Bondy. 

It is understood that Alger in- 
formed the assemblage at the last 
hearing that he wouid consider sug- 
gestions for improving his report as 
might have been made by some of 
them, 

However, in so far as can be ascer- 
tained, no date was set by him when 
he would submit the report to Fed- 
eral Judge Bondy. The next hear- 
ing is on Nov, 24. 


20-Fox Rewards Butler 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
David Butler, on the strength of 
his direction of Eddie Cantor in ‘Ali 
Baba Goes to Town,’ has. been 
handed a new termer at 20th-Fox. 
Studio also took up its options on 
Lou Breslow, writer; Sam Pokrass, 
composer; and Jack Yellen and 
Harry Tugend, scripters. All the re- 
newals are for one year. 




















ITO of So, Calif. Burn at Pix-Radio 
Shows Such as Metro; B. 0. Blight 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
A survey by Independent Theatre 
Owners of Southern California to de- 
termine the effect on business by | 


Metro’s and other air shows using | 
picture names as a lure to stay-at-, 
homes has resulted in a blast by | 
exhibs. 
General organizational condemna- | 
tion of the practice was voiced in a | 
resolution. Move to call in other 
indie exhib organizations in the} 
country for similar canvasses has | 





here is that radio is putting a crimp) 


in grosses due to the heavy opposish 
by film names, 

Local exhibs are not particularly 
irate at Metro’s 6 p. m. airing alons 
the Coast as it does not conflict with 
theatre attendance. Grievance is felt 
against later shows and especially the 
network re-broadcasts that cut in at 
the wickets, according to indie lead- 
ers, who suggested the survey. They 
contend that radio is their toughest 


| competition and is made more potent 


by the use of topflight picture names. 
In the east, of course, due to the 


theatre hours is even move direct. 


Fed! Surtax on Undistributed 
Profits Working Out, as Expected, 
To Detriment of Pix Reserve Funds 


That Federal surtax on undis- 
tributed profits already is working 
out about as had been predicted. 
This tax has been viewed by large 
industrial companies as cutting into 
any possibility of building up a sur- 
plus for lean days. Many firms, in- 
cluding large picture companies, set 
up a reserve from part of the re- 
maining funds for a rainy day after 
paying normal dividends. 

With the weather currently muggy 
as far as biz is concerned, no such 
fund is available. It had been the 
practice of different companies to 
carry over employes, ordinarily laid 
off during slack periods. Under the 
present setup this is not possible. 

Majority of larger industrial firms 
cut heavily into their undistributed 
profits by paying extra divvys in 
1936 and also this year rather than 
pay the excessive tax to the Gov- 
ernment. 

The present situation finds few 
companies with any great surplus to 
carry over employes, should any 
trimming be found necessary. In 
some instances, employes already 
have been slashed off payrolls. 

These and other factors have made 
industry officials view the surtax on 
undistributed profits as a screwy law 
that makes no provisions for slack 
periods. 





Chas. Grapewin Quits 
Acting After 50 Yrs. 
To Author 3 Tomes 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Charles Grapewin will quit acting, 
following completion of his role in 
Metro’s ‘Benefits Forgot,’ after a 
career that has spanned nearly half 
a century in vaudeville, circuses, 
legit, screen and radio. 

He has been commissioned to write 
three novels, already being the au- 
thor of two, ‘The Squawk’ and ‘The 
Bronze Bull,’ besides other literary 
work, 


WARNERS SETTING UP 
26 PIX IN 4 MONTHS 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Warners hits a high water mark 
in pictures preparing this week with 
26 being readied for shooting within 
the next four months. Five are go- 
ing through the works at Burbank 
now, ‘Jezebel,’ ‘A Slight Case of 
Murder,’ ‘The Adventures of Robin 
Hood’ and ‘The Mystery of Hunting’s 
End.’ 

Mervyn LeRoy’s production, ‘Food 
for Scandal,’ got the go signal yes- 
terday (Monday), 

Bryan Foy is set to roll ‘For the 
Defense’ at Warners around the last 
of the month. George Bricker 
scripted from an original by William 
Neely, on leave of absence from the 
Los Angeles public defender’s office. 
Title formerly was ‘Public Defender.’ 

Vernon Smith is screenplaying 
‘Blackwell's Island,’ which Foy also 
will put into work within a few 
weeks, 


‘Chicago’ Yule Preem 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Dec. 23 has been tentatively set for 
the premiere of 20th-Fox’s ‘In Old 
Chicago,’ 

Picture, carrying a budget in ex- 
cess of $2.000,000, will be roadshowed 
at the Hollywood Filmarte on a 
two-a-day basis. 




















Adele Girard to Metro 
Adele Girard, singer, has been 
signed by Laurence Schwab of 
Metro to a termer after a N. Y. test. 





Girl leaves for Coast some time dure 


been started, as the belief prevalent | time differential, the confliciion with |ing next week. 
Herman Bernie agented. 





— 


to, ota Aaa AS ah 








—— 





= 
ae ep 
ay 
a 


~ eee ieee 
bt acter = en ee? Oy 


Ue So a a ae 


by ein 


< Des 


nt es 


{ 


ade bs 


—— 


WE Tor The tapas TE gee ae 
eee ee Se 








6 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, November 17, 1937 











Instead of Duals, Lefty Gives Em 


A Double Stage Wedding, 100%, Cuffo 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Dear Joe: 


I sure feel great being able to write you a happy routine for a change. 


When Vic walked out on Beulah last 
heart Flo, I never thought I’d be abl 


just goes to show you that we worry about things that never happen, 
except when you worry about the pictures they send you. 
about them sending you lousy pictures and find out when you get them 


that you haven’t worried enough. 


They’ve been sending me pictures so old that they could vote. 


the football season and they haven’t 
tures yet. 
half of the audience goes to sleep on 
‘em. But here I am giving you a load 


want to do is to tell you how I made out with the big wedding night. 

I got a tip that Beulah used to keep company with a guy called Freddy 
Cormic, a soda-jerker who folds bread over bologny and cheese at the 
Well, I got to talking to him and gave him a routine of 
matrimony talk, showing him how much better he’d be getting married 
and especially when everything to start housekeeping is given to him for 
I talked to him like an agent trying to get an extra 5% out of 


corner drugstore. 


nothing. 


an actor. While I was giving him the 


ear with, “Why don’t you show Vic that you can marry lots of other fel- 
lows beside him, for instance that nice boy you used to go with that works 


” 


in the drugstore .. You know wh 
she can make you do anything. 


Well, to put the topper on it I took Beulah’s old man out and started 
rubbing his tonsils down with warm gin; after a few massages with the 
juniper ointment he swayed his consent. 
the storekeepers to donate duplicates of the presents for Vic and Flo. 
I had to promise ’em I’d run slides advertising them for two weeks (the 
slides can’t be any worse than the pictures I’m running). 

Well, I had the stage all decorated with orange blossoms and Aggie 
Instead of playing the wedding march she started off 


played the piano. 
with the ‘Battle Hymn of the Republi 
purpose or not. You know Aggie’s 
into Mendelssohn’s lockstep before 
brides came down separate aisles fol 


Vic and Freddy came down the aisles, with the Mayor and the Chief-of- 


Police as best men. I had two mini 
feature idea. The sky-pilots worked 
louder than the other. 
off swell, which is a novelty in itself. 


The place was jammed and I had to borrow chairs from the undertakers 


and give a second show. I made an 
mony made it more binding and it 
apart, which got a big laugh. I only 
tations,’ which fit the occasion swell. I 
made it equal to a double feature. 


that got married.’ 


After the show I took the wedding party to the lunch wagon where I 
promoted a real Greek Wedding Supper. 
couples off on a bus, which I also promoted—four roundtrips to Hollywood. 


The papers gave me plenty of space 
Cupid. They want me to be the judg 


I knew they couldn’t keep a good showman down. 
We had the biggest gross 


of me for putting this thing over. 
to since we got the house, Aggie’s 


sorry now I didn’t run the wedding for the matinee too. 
Remember us to the boys and girls and tell ’em not to stick their chin 
out; there’s only two things can happen when you do that, either the guy 


misses you or connects, Aggie sends 


Your pal, 


P. S. Lynn Krueger from Majestic, San Antonio, sez, “Talk Scotch to a 


beggar and he will soon leave you.’ 


Most of the product they send me is what I call 50-50 pictures— 


I had the audience throw rice and everything went 


Everybody was satisfied and none of 
the customers kicked. Aggie said, ‘Why should they kick? 


. Coolaeres, Cal., Nov, 16. 


week to take up with his old sweet- 
e to write anything but my will. It 


You worry 
Here it is 
finished sending me my baseball pic- 


"em and the other half walks out on 
of fret and fume when what I really 


sales talk, Aggie was biting Beulah’s 


en Aggie puts that purr in her voice 


I then hustled around and got 


c.’ I still don’t know if she did it on 
sense of humor! Well, she switched 
anybody knew the difference. The 
lowed by a dozen bridesmaids. Then 


sters to kinda carry out the double- 
swell together except one tried to be 


announcement that the second cere- 
would take two divorces to get ’em 
ran one picture called ‘Great Expec- 
filled in with a few bad shorts, which 


It wasn’t them 


Nearly half the town saw the 


and they now call me The Coolacre 
e of the baby parade next week. 

Aggie is kinda proud 
.c ever played 
grouchbag looks like a tumor. I’m 


regards. Sez 


Lefty. 








DETROIT UPS ADMISH; 
NO REACTION AS YET 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 

After several weeks’ dickering be- 
tween first-runners and nabes, a 16- 
20% admish boost went into effect 
this week in all Detroit film spots. 
Public reaction first few days okay, 
but temporary slump expected at 
b.o. once upping of prices becomes 
generally known, 


Boost approximates 16% in the 
first-runners, who have been clamor- 
ing for upping several months led 
by George Trendle, prez United De- 
troit chain (Par). Nabes, while ad- 
mitting boost was justified in view 
of higher rentals and labor costs, 
delayed the price hike for some time 
before a uniform policy could be 
worked out among various nabe fac- 
tions. Nabes’ average boost is slightly 
over 20%. 





Oklahoma City, Nov. 16. 

Present price levels at 40c top 
first-run stand little chance of any 
fluctuation for a year to come, most 
local men feel. United Artists’ in- 
timation of general price increases 
with release of ‘Marco Polo’ 
forthcoming Christmas week will 
have no effect here. 


Pic is contracted by Standard here | 


which just dropped to 40c from 55c 
at one first-run house. 
other Oklahoma cities is at 35c and 
will likely stay there although some 
exhibitors have indicated that even 
in towns of 10-30,000 another 5c may 
be added. 


Only possibility of any price raise | 
will be special showings. of high- | 


priced flesh. For present and prob- 


ably many months into the future | 


Oklahoma will remain outside price- 


for | 


Top in most | 


Scott Rides for Laurel 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Stan Laurel Corp. has signed Fred 
Scott to a five-year ticket to star in 
cleffed gallopers as the corporation’s 





IN. W. FORMALLY ENDS 


* STRIKE AGAINST PAR 


Minneapolis, Nov. 16, 

The playdate strike committee of 
Northwest Allied States and inde- 
pendent exhibitors, whose actions 
caused Paramount to sue them, has 
formally called off the strike against 
the latter company, thus putting it 
back again on the same footing as 
other distributors so far as exhib- 
itors are concerned, President W. A. 
Steffes announced. The vote to end 
the fight and make peace with Par 
occurred this week following confer- 
ences with the latter’s officials. 
Independent exhibitors now are 
negotiating deals with Paramount ‘on 
terms laid down by the company 
when it made overtures to the play- 
date strikers to compromise their 
differences,’ Steffes said. With the 
strike now off, all litigation will be 
terminated and Paramount will have 
its suit for a permanent injunction 
dismissed, he stated. 








Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Playdate and picture buying strike 
leveled against Paramount by Coast 
indie exhibs is believed broken with 
original boycott group setting dates 
and bargaining for new product. 
According to Mike Lewis, western 
district sales chief, 23 out of the 
original 69 strikers are playing Par- 
amount pictures. He claimed that 
only about 20 theatre operators are 
still holding out. 


NY. PAR’S FILMS, 
BAND SHOWS 
SET T0 JAN. 


Included in pictures and stage 
bands lined up for the Paramount, 
N. Y., which it is calculated on the 
books will take house through Feb- 
ruary, is the first Cecil B. de Mille 
picture not to be roadshown in many 
years, ‘Bucaneer.’ 

‘Ebb Tide’ and the Bunny Berigan 
band open at the house today (Wed.), 
followed by “True Confession’ and 
Russ Morgan. Other combinations 
set, in the order in which they will 
play, are ‘Wells Fargo’ and Fred 
Waring; ‘Big Broadcast’ and Eddy- 
Duchin; ‘Buccaneer’ and Guy Lom- 
bardo; and ‘Every Day’s a Holiday’ 
(Mae West) probably with Benny 
Goodman. For one reason or an- 
other it may be necessary to switch 
bands around but definite at least 
that ‘Fargo’ and Waring is a ‘must’ 
for Christmas and New Year holi- 
days. Others will be switched only 
if necessary. 


Hoof Beats in Distance 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Lindsay Parsons has set Nov. 29 as 

















initial branch-out into indie produc- 
Jed Buell also was pacted to 
produce the entire series. 

Negotiations are on now with two 
majors for a release of the Scott 
| features, according to L. A. French, 
vice-prez of Laurel. “The Rangers 
Roundup,’ featuring Scott, rolls this 
week. 

Stan Laurel Productions, recently 
incorporated to handle all the 
comic’s biz affairs, has gone into the 
agency business. 

Percenter branch has taken the 
entire second floor of Wilshire Thea- 
tre Bldg. 


tion. 





Making It Legal 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

| Republic’s forthcoming film deal- 
| ing with the Federal pure food laws 
is to be tackled from a new angle, 
with Carl Sand now assigned to 
| write a new treatment. No pro- 
|ducer has been assigned, but the 
picture is on schedule for early 
| production. 

Title, ‘The Gang’s All Here,’ has 
been switched to ‘Legal Murder.’ 


HANDEL GLORIFIED 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Jack Chertok, Metro short subjects 
| head, has assigned Reginald Le Borg 
|to write and direct a two-reeler 








musical to be tagged ‘Largo.’ 


rise circle, although neighborhgods |, Subject matter will be the career 


heredbouts tend to bogst.prices - ; 


+ o{ Handel, the composer. ,  » 


the tentative starting date for ‘Roll- 
| ing Plains,’ Tex Ritter’s third gal- 
loper on the current series for Grand 
| National. Parsons went to Lone Pine 
| last week to scout locations for the 
picture which Ray Taylor will direct 
as soon as he washes up ‘Hollywood 
Cowboy’ for Principal. 

Frank Harford has cleffed ‘Me, 
My Pal and My Pony’ for ‘Plains,’ 
and Walter Samuels, Leonard Whit- 
cup and Ted Powell dittied the title 
number, ‘Rollin’ Plains.’ 


U’s Brother Act 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 





John Pasternak is here from 
Budapest to function as _ assistant 
lenser on Universal's ‘Mad About 


Music,’ which his brother Joe is pro- 
ducing. Script of the new Deanna 
Durbin starrer was turned in by 
Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson, 
who were put to work at once on 
‘The Rage of Paris,’ Danielle Dar- 
rieux starrer. 

Studio has assigned Roy Chanslor 
; to screennvlay ‘Nurse From Brooklyn,’ 
| which Edmund R. Grainger will pro- 
| duce. 
| —_ : ae 
| Busch on WB's ‘Garden’ 

H>llvwo-ed, Nov. 16. 
Warners has assi*ned Niven Busch 
| to script ‘Garden of the Moon,’ Sat- 
| evepost serial by Barton Browne and 
| H. Bedford-Jones. 

Earl Baldwin has been handed the 
screen play on ‘Howdy, Stranger’; 
Ernest Booth is scripting ‘Side Show,’ 
and Perry Charles and Eddie Ander- 








‘}son are working on ‘Siberia. ;». {¢ 


—— 


The Girls Eye View £ 


By Marian Squire 





Like ‘52nd Street,’ the Film’s a Pot-Peourri 


A little bit of everything was heaved into ‘52nd Street’ and the result is 
a full but unidentifiable dish. Apparently the original idea was a caval- 
cade effect, since it begins in 1912 and winds up with the present day. 
But there is no longer much drama in the fact that fine 52nd street resi. 
dences went speakeasy and are now night clubs. You're taken through 
prohibition, depression and repeal, but happily spared the war which is 
completely ignored. 


After playing with the notion of heavy drama with Ian Hunter, Dorothy 
Peterson and Marla Shelton holding the reins, the picture is turned over 
to Leo Carrillo, Zasu Pitts and zanies Jack White and Sid Silvers for a 
stretch of sheer lunacy. 


The drama part is recalled occasionally. In one instance it’s when Pat 
Patterson, wearing her late mother’s gown, sings mother’s favorite song. 

Marla Shelton, who departs early in the proceedings, wears dipping hats 
and dripping plumes that seem ef an earlier vintage than 1912 or there- 
abouts. Her demise is pleasantly unaffecting, for she makes a healthy look- 
ing invalid and everyone is comfortably sure that she’s only waiting for 
‘cut,’ to leap out of bed. 

From schoolgirl frocks to the maturity of black velvet, edged in white 
fur, and strass-trimmed white satin with white fox, Miss Patterson moves 
through comedy, drama and romance with equal serenity. The romance 
is with Kenny Baker, whose pleasant Gaelic face belongs (in the picture) 
to Italian chef Leo Carrillo’s son. 

The years are kind to Ian Hunter (Miss Patterson's father) and his sis- 
ters, Dorothy Peterson and Zasu Pitts, who age merely by the application 
of a bit of white powder to the. temples. 

With the comedy faction in command, blonde Collette Lyons in bugle 
beads, and dark Ella Logan in black sequins, stage a realistic hair-pulling 
match in Mr. Hunter’s depression-born night club. 

‘Fifty-second Street’ might have been more satisfactory fare if those 
responsible had decided definitely whether it was going to be an entree 
or dessert, in the way of entertainment. 


Leslie and Bette Ge Keystone 


Those chronic film sufferers, Leslie Howard and Bette Davis, as two 
hams with cloves sticking out all over them, go completely slapstick in 
‘It’s Love I’m After,’ and seem:to have a grand time doing it. It’s prob- 
ably a relief after all they’ve been through in previous offerings. 

Miss Davis merrily throws furniture, bric-a-brac and Mr. Howard about, 
while wearing a number of typical Orry-Kelly creations. A negligee of 
metal cloth under a sheer directoire coat, and a black patent feather- 
looking street dress with slim waist and full bosom are two standouts. 
She looks prettier than usual with short full bangs and thick clusters of 
curls at the back of her head. 

Olivia de Havilland, carrying a pugnacious torch for Howard, moons 
over him in metal cloth with bodice gathered to a necklace at the throat. 
In her more determined efforts to annex him, she wears simpler sports 
dresses, one white with draped top and a corsage of huge artificial daisies. 

Eric Blore is Howard’s faithful valet, and Bonita Granville is a child 
with a columnist complex—eye always glued to keyholes. 

‘It’s Love I’m After’ won’t go down in picture history, but it’s more fun 
than the sappy title would lead you to believe. 





‘Second Honeymoon’—and Leretta Young’s Wardrobe 


It must be hard for Loretta Young to remember she ever played a waif, 
surrounded as she is these days with yards of striking wardrobe. In ‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon’ she flits about in a succession of glittering gowns before 
she discovers that its her first husband, Tyrone Power, she wants, not his 
successor, Lyle Talbot. 


Glamour boy, Tyrone Power, is required to do a drunk during the pro- 
ceedings, which is never particularly funny unless well done. Mr. Power's 
profile, while not perfect, is far better than his impersonation of a gentle- 
man in his cups. 


Miss Young first discovers her first husband on her second honey- 
moon, while wearing a glittering. telephone doll dress with yards and 
yards of bouffant skirt, and a sheer scarf caught at the throat and forming 
the sleeves. 


Marjorie Weaver gives everyone a break by playing a southern girl 
without getting ‘from Dixie’ and falls for Stuart Erwin, which is reason- 
able, Mr. Erwin being the most amusing member of the little gathering. 


Miss Young is petulant in a drop shoulder evening frock with tiny white 
feathers forming a ruching around the neckline. She goes cute and gay 
(never forgetting that she is also beautiful) in tailored slacks, and in a 
white dress with black scroll trimming, under a huge mushroom hat tied 
under the chin with ribbons. 


Claire Trevor does well with the little opportunity she has as Miss 
Young's friend, and wife of J. Edward Bromberg. A black evening gown 
slimly fitted with an all sequin bolero is her most effective outfit. 


Roxy’s Stage Show ay 


Paul Ash and his ‘young discoveries’ (one of whom has been in several 
major motion pictures) head the Roxy's stage show. The Gae Foster girls 
do their rubber ball-bouncing act with a change of costume, if not routine. 
This week they wear dark blue short costumes and bounce red balls. 

With Ash, Evelyn Dawn of Dawn and Darrow, does ballroom dancing 
in pale blue sheer with silver embroidery. 

Virginia Lee of the Lathrops and Lee makes three costume changes for 
tap routines. Appears first in full length coat of old blue cire with fitted 
sleeves, doffs this for white pajamas trimmed in red and makes a third 
change to a long white gown with fringe overskirt and white high hat. 

Ash’s coloratura discoveiy, introduced as 16-year-old Dorothy Iles, 
seemed to have bitten off a little more than she could vocally chew with 
‘A Heart That’s Free.’ She wears a ‘romantic’ gown of gray sheer over 
rose, the skirt sprinkled with rhinestones, and rhinestone shoulder straps. 

Hector and his Pals, dog act (the film veterans) and Wyse and Mann 
complete Ash’s list of discoveries. Miss Mann performs her acrobatics in 
dark red sheer over matching satin. The Foster Girls dress the stage 
for the finale in white satin with tiny rhinestone boleros, waving huge 
rose and blue chiffon handkerchiefs. 


Arliss an Inseouciant Smuggler 
With a yo-ho-ho, a couple of han’ ings, assorted murders, smuggling and 
| other hearty village pastimes, Geu-:e Arliss’ ‘Dr. Syn’ is playing to ca- 
pacity, and an almost all-male audience at the Globe. He's widely adver- 
tised as the ‘new’ George Arliss, but the only ‘new’ feature is that Mr. 
Arliss is an early British smuggler. But he has a sideline of preaching, and 
only smuzgles for the good of his parishioners. To maintain a moral tone, 





{ 


| he gets caught at it after some 20 ycars but escapes the revenoors. He's 
| last seen sitting happily on the ede of an open boat, more happily than 
| the precarious perch warrants, for oan effete and elderly gentleman. 

Margaret Lockwood and John L-ccr take care of the love interest, Miss 
Lockwood's gentle face fitting well into the poke bonnet, low cut basque 
and fichu period. 

Meinhart Maur is a mulatto whose ears have been sliced off—nice bit of 
make-up work there—and who eveniually gets blown all over the Jand- 
scape, along with all the smuggling evidence. . 

A deep-dyed villain determined to get the gal at all costs, is played 
by Frederick Burtwell, and Roy Emerton is Capt. Collyer in charge of 
the revenue men. He’s only doing his duty by king and crown, but nobody 
loves him on account Arliss gets all the!sympathy. 
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Some $700,000 in Fees Claimed 
Against Roxy; Only 3006 in Kitty 


There should be some kind of a 
rousing session when that hearing 
on applications for fees in connection 
with the Roxy theatre reorganization 
is held Friday (19) next before Fed- 
eral Judge Francis Caffey in N. Y 
It’s figured that the parties involved 
are asking for around $700,000 out 
of a bankroll that amounts to only 
around.$300,000. 

In connection with this, one of 
the lads involved is a real estate 
broker, who claims a strong com- 
mission alleging he is responsible for 
the deal which took RKO out of 77B 

It had been hoped that the bond- 
holders would get a fairly decent 
shake out of the residue in the es 
tate’s treasury, remaining when the 
theatre was taken out its bankruptcy 
status, but at the rate which some 
of the lawyers, brokers, et al. figure 
to be paid, those bondholder chances 
don’t look very bright. 

Unless, of course, the Court should 
slash those applications plenty. That 
won’t be such a surprise in view 
of the whole situation. 


GEORGIA RULES YS. 
SUNDAY PIX SHOWS 


Atlanta, Nov. 16. 


Far-reaching decision affecting op- 
eration of shows on Sundays in 
Georgia was returned Saturday (13) 
when state supreme court ruled 
theatre doors must keep closed on 
Sabbath whether operated for char- 
ity or not. Ruling came in affirma- 
tion of a case brought by George R. 
Lilly, solicitor general, against In- 
terstate Enterprise Co. and Rome 
theatre, at Thomasville. 

Solicitor filed injunction proceed- 
ings against defendants, who planned 
to exhibit pictures on Sundays for 
benefit of Thomasville American 
Legion Post. Injunction was granted 
and high tribunal affirmed this de- 
cision on appeal filed by two de- 
fendant companies. 

Sunday amusements were un- 
known here until regime of liberal 
ex-Mayor James L. Key, who defied 
state statutes to provide city with 
Sunday baseball and pic shows and 
even went so far as to issue beer and 
wine licenses before it was legal to 
sell those beverages in _ state. 
Whether present administration will 
go to bat in favor of continued ‘open 
Sundays’ remains to be seen. 

Representative Verlyn Booth, of 
Barrow County, has declared his in- 
tention of submitting bills proposing 
a 20% soft drink and 10% amuse- 
ment tax at the special session of the 
General Assembly this month. He 
estimated each should yield between 
$1,.250.000 and $2,000,000. 

The amusement tax would be 
levied against pic shows, baseball. 
football ‘and all other forms of 
amusement, including grand opera.’ 











Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 16. 


Usual Sunday calm of the village 
of Williamson is not to be broken 
by screen shows, the town board has 
ruled by a 3-2 vote. Action followed 
prosecution of operators of the Lyric 
for running a Sunday night show. 
Townspeople and business men cir- 
culated petitions urging that the ban 
be lifted, while church groups as 
strenuously opposed the idea, 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 


Eddystone and Yeadon, on outskirts 
of Philly, both gave approval to Sun- 
day pix at Nov. 2 referendum. In 
Jersey, Belvidere and Jamesburg 


Save em the okay, while Woodbury 
nixed. 





Barrymore’s Sleuthing 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

John Barrymore will play Inspec- 
tor Nielson of Scotland Yard in his 
third successive feature in the series, 
‘Bulldog Drummond Interferes.’ 

Film is skeded to start Nov. 29 
with John Howard ee Drum- 
mond, 


i 








| CARTHAY CIRCLE’S $2 
PREEM OF ‘SNOW WHITE’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
World preem of Walt Disney’s 
‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,’ 
first full-length animated cartoon in 
Technicolor, has been set for the 
Carthay Circle shortly before Christ- 
mas with all the trimmings. Cost of 
the feature is understood to have 
been around $450,000, compared with 
an average cost of other Disney car- 

toons of around $40,000 to $50,000. 








Feature has eight musical numbers | 


interspersed, including ‘Hi-Ho,’ 
marching song of the dwarfs. 


Par Loses U. S. Sup. 
Court Appeal in Pix 
Author’s Credit Suit 


Washington, Nov. 16. 
Paramount Pictures Monday (15) 


the 








failed to win review of screen 
credit litigation which resulted in 
$7,500 damage award for Walton 


Hall Smith, scribbler, as result of 
tiff over inspiration for ‘We're Not 
Dressing.’ 

Curtly denying petition for writ 
of error, the tribunal affirmed lower 
court proceedings which held that 
Smith was entitled to compensa- 
tion because Par omitted to men- 
tion his yarn ‘Cruise to Nowhere’ 
as original source from which script 
for the Lombard-Crosby film was 
prepared. The finding in the writer’s 
favor had been upheld previously 
by the Ninth Circuit of Appeals, 
which overruled three basic chal- 
lenges of the initial trial. 


In requesting review of the earlier 
proceedings, Par counsel claimed 
there was insufficient evidence to 
substantiate the cash award and 
that the trial court erred in ad- 
mitting certain evidence. Producer 
argued that there was no showir® 
of damage even if the contract had 
been broken, since the only thing 
Smith lost through lack of screen 
credit were speculative, prospec- 
tive profits which could not be 
measured. Complaint was made 
about the relevancy and com- 
petency of evidence that the ac- 
counting and publicity departments 
had considered ‘Cruise’ was the 
original source of the ‘Not Dre@- 
ing’ scenario. 

Evidence showed that Par paid 
the scribbler $2,500 for his original 
story and promised credit in any 
picture based on his plot. Award 
was based on _ admissions that 
Smith’s yarn had been mulled over 
by studio writers, backed up by 
similarities found in the finished 
picture. 





WB’s Interstate Deal 


After considerable negotiation, 
Warner Bros. has closed a 100% 
product deal with the interstate cir- 
cuit in Texas. Every house in the 
chain, around 100, take the entire 
WB output, including features, 
shorts and trailers. 

Grad Sears closed deal for WB, 
Karl Hoblitzelle aad Bob O'Donnell 
for Interstate. 








Rev.’s Anti-Communist Pic 
San Antonio, Nov. 16. 


An anti-Communist picture will 
be produced here shortly by Father 
F. J. Ledwig, author of the script 
and a member of the American Edu- 
cational Foundation. 


Gulf Coast Film Laborator‘es of 
this city, makers of commercial and 
industrial motion pictures, will film 
this educational picture to be shown 
in colleges and schools throughout 
the United States. +? 














INDIES OBJECT 


10 40% DEALS 


and Metro, the Exchanges 
Are Willing to Make Ad- | 


justments When and if a. 
Percentage Pic Bogs Down | 


| 
| 
| 





STRIKE WHILE HOT 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Warner Bros. 40% pix will be the 
next target of the newly-found 
strength of Philly exhibs. With the 
Paramount strike out of the way and 
everyone more or less happy, exhib 
leaders are ready to sit back a while 
and contemplate their gains. 

But the rank and file are like little 
Davids. Now they’ve discovered they 
can kill (or at least wound) one 
Goliath with their slingshot, they’re 
going to be content to sit by only a 
short time before seeking new giants 
to conquer. 

High percentages extracted by 
Warners have long been rankling. 
One concession—and an important 
one—was quietly made during the 
height of the Par pandemonium. 
Warners cut 10 of its WB and First 
National pix from the 40% list. But 
six still remain. 

Squawking exhibs have no com- 
plaint against the 40% figger per se. 
What they object to is that War- 
ners is the only exchange which 
doesn’t make a kickback when the 
b.o. receipts show a pic isn't worth 
that much. 

.Columbia and Metro, the only 
other exchanges still asking 40% 
are free with discounts and rebates 
when one of their highly-touted pix 
proves a cluck in certain situations. 
Metro guarantees a profit and last 
season made plenty of kickbacks on 
‘Broadway Melody.’ Columbia right 
now is dating ‘Lost Horizon’ on a 
similar understanding. 

Exhibs also feel that now’s the 
time to kill the high percentage 
being asked. Each year, they com- 
plain, percentages go up more and 
are asked by more companies on 


| more films. They think strong action 


must be taken at once to bring this 
situash under control. And they feel 
there’s no time like now, when 
they’re still closely knit by the Par 
strike, and have just come out of a 
battle in good shape. 


Par Doing OK 


| 
Par continued to close a flock of | 


accounts during the past week. Most 
operators are pretty well satisfied 
with the deals they got. The resent- 
ment that many men felt when they 
went into the exchange immediately 
after the settlement was reached 
has pretty well worn off. They feel 
that Par is now making a real at- 
terapt to placate them. 


A momentary flare-up early last 
week was handily taken care of to 
the satisfaction of everyone by Neil 
Agnew, Par sales head. It started 
when Earle Sweigert, local manager, 
refused to meet with a conciliation 
committee on the account of Iz 
Borowsky, op of the tiny Ritz. Abe 
Sablosky, Charley Segall and Lew 
Pizor, the original negotiating com- 
mittee, immediately rushed to New 
York on the point. Agnew ordered 
Sweigert to meet with any one of the 
three members of the committee. 


An amicable agreement was also 
reached in the single situation where 
Par sold away from a regular ac- 
count. A contract was sold during 
the strike to the Frolic Theatre 
which is in opposish to Segall’s 
Apollo. 


any 10 films free on a repeat run 
and letting it play out six pix which 
it had advértised. 


NOW IT’S PHILLY VS. WB ON % 


- 





'Unless, as With Columbia | 


} 
| 
| fruit against the ‘temporary’ 
| of 


Segall get his Par produc’ | to embark on his film career. 
back. The exchange settled with the | will 
| Frolic by allowing it its choice of 


| 
| 





\Comstant Growth of Duals Blamed 
By Exhibs on Necessity to Play Off 
Vast Amount of Pre-Booked Prod. 





QUEBEC'S CENSORIAL 
‘ZOLA’ BAN HYPES B.0. 


Montreal, Nov. 16. 

Editorials in all English papers 
locally and press comment in papers 
outside the province are bearing 
banning 
‘Zola’ by the Quebec Board of 
Censors. Left to themselves the cen- 
sors would undoubtedly have passed 
it, but the Church, very powerful in 
this province, stepped in. However, 
there are now strong rumers that 
the picture will eventually be passed 
with some cuts so as to save face. 

Talk of founding a Legion of De- 
cency on the same lines as the U. S. 
organization, to supplement the work 
of the censors, has beer much in the 
air recently following an announce- 
ment by Cardinal Villeneuve a few 
weeks ago. Fact that the U. S. body 
awarded ‘Zola’ a grade-A rating has 
been played up by local press. 








Pennsy Censors Say 
They Welcome Gov.’s 
Stepping In on Pix 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, chairman, 
and other members of Pennsy Board 
of Censors deny they are piqued at 
Governor Earle’s action in okaying 
a flock of pix over their vetoes and 
are considering resigning. 

“We are happy to have the gover- 
nor step in and take the responsi- 
bility off of our shoulders,’ Mrs. Pal- 
mer declared, with head shaking 
acquiescence from Mrs. Hester Fye 
and Patrick A. Duffy, the other two 
board members. Duffy suggested that 
the censors have about half a dozen 
other pix before them now which 
they would be very pleased to turn 
over to the Guv for final say-so. 

Mrs. Palmer said that reports she 
was at odds with Gov. Earle were 
preposterous, pointing out that she 
is leaving with his party Thursday 
(18) for a month’s trip to Sweden. 
She has long been a close personal 
friend of both the Governor and Mrs. 
Earle. 


‘NIGHT OF STARS’ MAY 
GROSS UP TO $100,000 


‘Night of Stars’ show scheduled for 
tonight (Wed.) at Madison Sq. Gar- 
den, N. Y., for benefit of the United 
Palestine Appeal, promises to be one 
of the largest ever put on. With 
scores of stars from all fields par- 
ticipating, it’s virtually a sellout al- 
ready, except for a handful of seats 
that are being held for some people 
coming in from out of town. 

Sam Blitz, official of the UPA, la‘e 
yesterday (Tues.) estimated that the 
gross on sale of seats, plus revenue 
from the program, would total 
$100,000, majority of which wili be 
net to the Appeal. A percentage on 
ticket sales alone but not including 
program gross, will be paid the The- 
atre Authority. Blitz estimated that 
this deduction would probably run 
about $3,000. 











Gehrig’s Switch-Tarzan 
To a ‘Laughing Senor’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Lou Gehrig arrives here next week 





be in 
Senor.’ 

Baseballer was tested for a Tarzan 
role but failed to measure up to wild 
man requirements; 


Sol Lesser’s 


Star‘er | 
‘Laughing | 


+ 








While only two major key cities, 
Chicago and Philadelphia, have 
joined the ranks of communities 


using double features, numerous so- 


called country town exhibitors have 
gone dual on an unbelievably vast 
scale since last spring. Checks in re- 
cent weeks show this trend was not 
confined to competitive spots only. 
In other words, competing thea- 
did the swing 
towards using two features on a bill 
in these locations. Rather, it is a 
case of the exhibs keeping pace with 
current production schedules which 
are geared to provide a certain num- 
ber of inexpensive films for use in 
double-feature theatres. 

Fact that producers are making 
films to meet market demands has 
forced exhibitors to use them in or- 
der to rid themselves of the features, 
They're booked in, and the exhib 
puts them on a show to get them out 
of the way, making one, two or three 
double bill changes weekly. 

Chicago began going in for duals 
on an extensive scale about a year 
ago, double-picture setup being 
forced to a certain extent by the 
adjacent territory which included 
some larger cities. Industry re- 
garded the Chicago move as one 
done with a whoop and considerable 
fanfare while the growth of dualers 
in Philadelphia, has been a more 


tres not figure in 


gradual and less noticeable event- 
uality. 
While recent figures noted no 


great upturn in the number of dual- 
bill houses, there has been absolute- 
ly no decline in number of exhibi- 
tors employing them or cities 
gripped by the practice. 





Chi Duals Stronger Than Ever 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Last few weeks, during which time 
the boxoffices have been taking it 
on the chin, have brought both ex- 
hibitors and exchancses together on 
one point: That dual bills are not to 
become a thing of the past—not yet, 
anyway. 

Slump which has hit the loop first- 
run houses for considerable effect, 
and neighborhood subsequent runs 
for starvation, has reacted in such 
a way as to give the bigger first- 
week Class A release neighborhoods 
even more business than before. 
Only loop house which hasn't sluTed 
off during past eight wecks has heen 
McVicker’s, and that, also a first- 
week Class A release, has actually 
increased its revenue dlong with 
neithborhoods of similar re!ease. 

Several reasons have been given 
for the cause and effect, but most 
everything resolves down to a prob- 
lem in economics. People want to 
see features as soon after release as 
possible, but with loop houses tilting 
the admission, snaring family trade 
currently seems to be impossible. 

Where the folks used to all bundle 
up and take the kids downtown for 
a picture and stage bill, they’ve de- 
cided to stay rear home, see two 
features, save from 14-20c carfare 
per person and the difference in 
price between a loop and neishbor- 

orhood house. More, they've dis- 
covered that a neighborhood bill rurs 
from three to four hours against a 
loop’s three, which may irk the 
parents somewhat, but doesn't affect 
the kids in any such manner. 





Mary Garden Back After 
Talent Quest for Metro 


Mary Garden, voice scout for 
Metro, has returned from about two 
months spent in Europe looking over 
grand opera and concert possibilities, 
Most of the time was spent in Italy. 

Several potential screen warblers 
would not be available for use in 


| U. S. pictures until they learn Eng- 


lith better, she s&id. 
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Shirley Piles Up Strong $22,000 As 
L. A. Leader; ‘Go-Round’ 15G, “Angel 
$15,000, ‘Garrick’ 18146, Holiday Helps 


| opening, and will equal or top any- | 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
Smash trade on Armistice Day | 
staved off what might otherwise be 








| 
| 


thing here in year or two. Expected | 


'to hold over at $7,800, and will lead | 


town. Last week ‘Breakfast’ (RKO) | 


an ordinary week for the first runs;and ‘Over the Goal’ (WB) with | 


locally. Every house in town did | 
holdout biz Thursday, so final count | 
on the week will be oke for most of 


the houses. 
Shirley Temple is heading for sub- | 


staniial $22,000 at the State-Chinese, 
while ‘Great Garrick’ at the Holly- | 
wood-Downtown looks like nifty | 
$15,590. ‘Merry-Go-Round’ should} 
bring the day-date Pantages and | 
RKO a profitable $15,000, while | 


Eddie Cantor's ‘Ali Baba’ will likely 
acd in excess of $11,090 on its con- | 
tinued first run. 
‘Angel’ is not smashing any rec- | 
ords at the Par, but should not} 
do worse than a mild $15,000 on the | 


week. Goldwyn’s roadshow, ‘Hurri- 
cane,’ is in its second week at the} 
Carthay Circle, where advance sale | 
indicates another substartial take. | 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Ciretc (Fox) (1.518; 55-83- 


1.10-1.65 )}—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (2d 
week). Heavy advance _ indicates 
substantial second week for this 


Samuel Goldwyn opus. First seven 
days. including $5 preem, brought 
bit $14,500, very satisfactory. 

Ch’nese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Club Scandal’ (Par) dual. Running 
cons'cerably behind its day-dater 
(State), but should wind up to 
profi'able $9.600. Last week, ‘Ali 
woe ae (20th). and _ ‘Borrowing 
Trouble’ (20th), $10,800, just-few- 
hvrdred below anticipations. 

Powntewn (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Great Garrick’ (WB) and 
‘Portia on Trial’ (Rep) dual. Hit- 
tine for very good $9,000, with take 
aided by big holiday trade. Last 
week, ‘Perfect Specimen’ (FN) and 
‘Escape by Night’ (Rep), neat $9,000. 

Four Star (Fox) (900: 40-55)— 
‘Madame X’ (MG) (4th week). 
Felded (14) after three and one-half 
weeks of forced run with $275 on 
the final countup. Third week ended 
with disapvointing $800. House 
da*k until 18th. 

Hellywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Garrick’ (WB) and ‘Portia’ 
(Rep) dual. Hit lively pace opening 
on holiday and should have no 
trouble reaching $9.500, very good. 
Last week, ‘Perfect Specimen’ (FN) 
and ‘Escape by Night’ (Rep), bet- 
tered expectations by grabbing nifty 
$9.000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and ‘Girl 
with Ideas’ (U) dual. Top feature 
giving the house samme as its title, so 
best in sight is fair $8,000. Last 
week, third stanza of ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO) and ‘Murder in Greenwich 
Village,’ very good $5,500. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Angel’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. Dietrich opus weak sister, 
$15,000. Last week surprisingly 
strong, so ‘High, Wide’ (Par) 
finished with satisfactory $16,000. 

RKO (2.950; 30-40-55 )—"Merry-Go- 
Round’ (U) and ‘Girl with Ideas’ (U) 
dual. Biz considerably off and this 
pair should hit so-so $7,000 on the 
week. Last week (3d) brought good 
$6.000 on six days. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.024; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ (Par) dual. Heavy Armis- 
tice Day biz helped pile up early 
lead, so looks like oke $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and ‘Bor- 
rowing Trouble’ (20th), just fair 
$13.500. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55) —‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and 
*Borrowing Trouble’ (20th) dual. On 
moveuver isn’t holding pace it hit 
downtown last week, so looks like 
weak $4,500. Last week, ‘Double 
Wedding’ (MG) and ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20*h). neat $5,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
— ‘Ali Paba’ (20th) and ‘Borrowing 
Trouble’ (20th) dual. Hitting pretty 
fair nace here, so should have no 
trouble verrerin= £7000 on week. 
Leet week. ‘Double Wedding’ (MG) 
an? ‘45 Fathers’ (20th), very good 
$7.500. 





‘AWEUL TRUTH’ DUAL 
NO. 1 IN OMAHA, $7,800. 


Omaha, Nov. 16. 

Comedy leads town as Brandeis 
crams them in with ‘Awful Truth.’ 
Only possible for this house to lead 
town when it has smash and others 
have mediocre bills. 

Weather, which has been unsea- 
sonably warm, has at last turned to 
true fall temperatures. Managers 
taking it as hopeful omen. 

2 Ectimates “or This Week 

Brandeis ‘Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and 
*‘Tranped by G-Men’ (Col). First 
RKO release of Mickey Mouse also 
getting plenty of plugging. House 
has enjoyed near-capacity since 


| Heidi’ 


‘March of Time,’ 
age at $5,250. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40)— | 
‘Conquest’ (MG) and ‘She Asked for | 
It’ (Par). Garbo pix off to worthy | 
start and looks to hold its own with | 
acceptable $7,500. Last week ‘Zola’ | 
(WB) and ‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th) | 
$7,400. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-25-40) 

“Live, Love’ (MG) and ‘Women 
Men Marry’ (MG). Not bad at $7,- 
500. Big Apple midnight show con- 
tinues to draw them in. Last week 
(20th) and ‘Miss Aldrich’ 
(MG) packed them in with strongest 
kid trade since infantile epidemic 
of early fall. Heavy sugar at $10,300. 


Balto No Garbo 
Conquest; Truth 
H.0. Tops, $13,000 


Baltimore. Nov. 16. 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ got off to a nice 
opening Saturday, with an indicated 
$7,000 for the week. “Truth’ is still 
great guns in its secqnd week at 
$13,000. Garbo, however, is floperoo 


asatisfactory pack- | 
| 











at $8,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Conquest’ (MG). 


Rather disappointing. No more than 
$8,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Double 
Wedding’ (MG) banged out a pleasing 
$14,800. 

Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) (2nd wk). Leading the towns 
parade with a very punchy $13,000 
after a sockeroo first session at 
$18,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U). 
Should do nicely with $7,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Alcatraz’ (WB) fair at 
$5,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—‘Love at Work’ (20th). Not 
very exciting. Not more than $2,900 
in store. Last week, ‘Ali Baba 
(20th), second week, fell down to 
$3,3(0 after a profitable first stanza 
at $6,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
55) — ‘Garrick’ (WB). Opening 
Wednesday (17) after seven days of 





First Runs on B’way 


(Subject te Change) 
Week of Nev. 18 





Aster—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 
~  Capitel — ‘Live, Love and 
Learn’ (MG). 


Criterion—‘Fight For 
Lady’ (RKO) (19). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 20) 

Glebe—Dr. Syn’ (GB) (2d 
wk). 

Music Hall—‘Stand-In’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 6) 

Paramount—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(17). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 13) 


Your 


Rialte — ‘Danger Patrol’ 
(RKO). 

Rivoli—‘52d St. (UA) (2d 
wk). 

Rexy — ‘Second Honeymoon’ 


(20th) (2d wk). 
Strand—‘It’s Love I’m After’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 
Week of Nov. 25 
Astor—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (3d 
wk). 
Capitol—‘Firefly’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 28) 
Criterion—‘Barrier’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 3) 
Music Hall—Nothing Sacred’ 


(UA). 

Paramount—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 

Rexy — ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
38’ (U). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 27) 
Strand — ‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(24). 





-potior™tnan expected, 





‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) to fair 
$7,400. 





‘Conquest’ Manages To 
Conquer Tepid Prov., 
14G; Others So-So 


Providence, Nov. 16. 


Total take seems to be pretty well 
split up this stanza, although the 
outlook still remains gloomy. Picture 
attractions are again among the best, 
but the much wanted note of opti- 
mism is lacking after a let-down last 
week, holiday and ail. 

Big sugar likely to go to Loew’s 
State, where ‘Conquest’ is moving 
nicely after a tepid start. No record 
breaking likely, but the $14,000 an- 
ticipated is much better than what 
has been the case. 

‘Angel,’ at Strand, among leaders 
largely because of an Armistice Eve 
midnight show opening and the holi- 
day. 





Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (RKO) and ‘Arm- 
ored Car’ (Col). Holiday opening 
provided the wedge for a nifty week, 
and $9,000 for eight-day run looks 
good. Last week, ‘Victoria’ (RKO) 
and ‘There Goes Groom’ (RKO). N. 
s. g. at ‘$6,000 despite fine reaction. 

Carlten (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25- 
35-50) — ‘Truth’ (Col) and ‘West- 
land Case’ (U). Former moved 
here from Strand theatre, marking 
first time since the Fay-Loew part- 
nership deal that the house has 
picked a film outside of partnership. 
Going good, considering opposish, 
and slated to cross the tape at $4,300. 
Last week, ‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Love 
at Work’ (20th). Oke at $3,900. 

Empire (Spitz) (1,600; 25-35-50) — 
‘Three Legionaires’ (Gen) and vaude. 
Set to trail the field, despite brisk 
start. Looks like $4,600. Last week, 
‘Larceny on Air’ (Rep) and vaude 
featuring Lita Grey Chaplin. Ditto 
intake. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Behind 
Mike’ (U) and vaude. Present pace 








(Reviewed in Variety. June 30) 





indicating $6,700, average. Last week 
‘Adventurow: ?!'ende’ (WB), finisted 
$7,000 being 
garnered on strength of holiday biz. 
Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Conquest’ (MG). Week-end boomed 
take to nice $14,000. Last week, ‘52nd 
Street’ (UA) and ‘Trapped by G- 
Men’ (Col). Mild $9,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Love I’m After’ (WB) and ‘West of 
Shanghai’ (Par). Sure $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and ‘West- 
land Case’ (U). Off okay, but slid 
badly to $6,900. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Angel’ (Par) and ‘Youth on Parole’ 
(Rep). This is problem show of the 


week; class entertainment for one 
thing and mildly received by press. 
May go to $9,000. Last week, “Truth’ 


(Col) and ‘Wrong Road’ (Rep) $10,- 
200, way ahead of everything else 
in town. 


GARBOS DUAL 
$8,290, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 16. 
‘Second Honeymoon’ at the Indi- 
ana and ‘Conquest’ at Loew’s are do- 
ing very well to set the pace for 


this week, and drive away the gloom 
that prevailed generally a week ago. 
Likewise, ‘Alcatraz’ and Harry An- 
ger’s ‘Hollywood Bandwagon’ stage 
unit at the vaudfilm Lyric are pull- 
ing that theatre’s gross out of the 
hole it dropped into last week. 

‘Barrier’ and ‘Night Club Scandal,’ 
dualled at the Circle, are on the 
other hand, not going anywhere at 
all and a mild fate is in store for 
Keith’s with Barney Rapp and his 
band on the stage, plus ‘Wallaby 
Jim’ on the screen. ‘Uncivilized,’ 
one of those exploitation pictures, 
handled in a sensational manner, is 
doing very little at the Apollo. 

The auto show, with Rubinoff as 
magnet, and a large touring ice car- 
nival at the fairgrounds are not hurt- 
ing the good attractions in the down- 
town theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,190; 25-40) 
—Uncivilized’ (Ind) and ‘She Asked 
for It’ (U). Former pic given heavy 
outdoor paper campaign of sensa- 
tional type, but results are not good 








at $2,500. Last week ‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th) and ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(20th) finished a holdover session 


nicely with $3,600. 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-40) 
—‘Barrier’ (Par) and ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ (Par). Take is mediocre at 
$4,000. Last week ‘Fight for Your 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Westland Case’ 
(RKO) also finished weakly at 
$3,750. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-40) 
—‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and 
‘45 Fathers’ (20th). Drawing very 
well at $8,250. Last week ‘Angel’ 
(Par) and ‘Hold ‘Em Navy’ (Par) 
garnered a poor $4,300 for six days. 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Wallaby Jim’ (GN) and Barney 
Rapp band on stage. Better than 
usual at $3,500, but not into profit 
figures. Last week ‘Man Who Cried 
Wolf’ (U) and vaude, minus names, 
was brutal at $2,100. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Conquest’ (MG) and ‘It’s All Yours’ 
(Col). Former picture given ex- 
pensive campaign with full page as- 
sist ads. Will reach $8,250, very 





good. Last week ‘Live, Love’ (MG) 





a 


and ‘Happened in Hollywood’ (Col) 
finished fair at $6,900. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Alcatraz’ (WB) and ‘Hollywood 
Bandwagon’ stage revue. Latter 
stressed over film in ads, although 
the picture is helping at box office. 
Paced at $9,600, good. Last week 
‘Garrick’ (WB) and vaude finished 
at $7,250, average. 


DETROIT PRICES 
TILTED; ‘ALI 
PEERCE 286 








Detroit, Nov. 16. 
Public reaction to upped price 
schedules, effective this week, is 


marked by a big squawk from the 
kids, but adults taking it okay. 

In topflight currently are ‘Ali 
Baba,’ plus Jan Peerce on stage, 
at the Fox, ‘Back in Circulation’ and 
Don Redman’s band at the Michigan, 
and ‘Firefiy’ at United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) 
—‘Life Begins’ (re-run) and ‘Behind 
Mike’ (U), Ritz Bros. opus moved 
here from Fox and should get good 
$5,500. Last week, $8,800, nice, on 


‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (re-run) plus 
‘Game That Kills’ (Col), Former 
moved here after two sessions at 
Fox. 


Fox (Indie) (5,000; 40-50-75)—‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th) with Jan Peerce top- 
ping vaude. Clipping off nice $28,000. 
Last week, $31,000, neat, on ‘Life 
Begins’ (20th) with Bunny Berigan 
band on stage. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
40-50-75) — ‘Zola’ (3d week). Hold- 
ing for fair $5,000 on third stanza 
following weeks of $13,800 and $8,000. 
Will move out Thursday (18). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-50-75) ‘Back in Circulation’ 
(FN) with Don Redman’s band on 
stage. Should get fair $22,000. Off 
at $20,000 last week on ‘Angel’ (Par) 
and ‘Hollywood Bandwagon’ revue 
on stage. 

Palms - State 


(United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Flight From 
Glory’ (RKO), plus ‘Women Men 
Marry’ (MG). Neat $10,000 coming 
up. ‘Perfect Specimen’ (FN) (rerun) 
and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par) grabbed 
nifty $12,500 last week. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-50-75) — ‘Firefly’ (MG). 
Off strong and figured for big 
$14,000. ‘Conquest’ (MG) didn’t make 
week end control figure and pulled 
out, although pickup last few days 
raised week’s take to $10,700, not 
bad. 


L’ ville Likes Local 
Prodigies, So Dualled 
‘Honeymoon’ Wow 106 


Louisville, Nov. 16. 

Takes currently are on the so-so 
order. Distilleries and shops em- 
ploying into the thousands have laid 
off a great deal of the help. Recent 
stock market dip is beginning to be 
felt here, resulting in a general 
slump in business conditions. B.o. 
reaction is a natural consequence. 

Topper will be Rialto with ‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon’ and ‘Dangerously 
Yours,’ with the Strand piling up a 
nice gross on strength of ‘Big Apple,’ 
a combo of two dance shorts, which 
were plugged on radio programs. 
H.o. of ‘Awful Truth’ at the Brown 
is also doing well. Sex pic, ‘Forbid- 
den,’ at the National continuing phe- 
nomenal biz into third week, and 
may be extended to a fourth stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500; 15-30-40)—‘Awful Truth’ (Col) 
and ‘Bad Guy’ (MG). Working out 
well after move-over from Loew’s 
State, and pointing to fine $3,700. 
Last week ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and 
‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO), excellent 
$3,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th). Held for full seven-day 
stanza, and should cop fairish $2,100. 
Last week ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) 
and ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par), dual, split 
with ‘Make Wish’ (RKO) and ‘Rain’ 
(State Rights), grabbed $2,400, good. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-30-40)— 
‘Stand In’ (UA) coupled with ‘Dark 
Journey’ (UA). Dragging along at a 
slow pace, with weak word-of-mouth 
and tepid reviews. Looks like $6,300, 








light. Last week ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) and ‘Bad Guy’ (MG), dual, 
smashed through for tremendous 


$15,000 and has moved to Brown for 
ensuing stanza. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40) — ‘Alcatraz’ (WB). Looks 
like $4,000, very good. Last week 








‘Garrick’ (WB) proved to be not so | 


‘Hurricane’ Blows Toward B. 0. In ¥! 
Frisco; Ebbtide and P. A.’s, 186 


San Francisco, Nov. 16. 

Although product is better than a 
year ago, biz is off. The natives 
seem to have too much on their 
minds, what with labor troubles, the 
war scare, the stock market slump 
and Washington problems. 

Outstanding among the newcomers 
are ‘Hurricane,’ which had an un.« 
usually good opening at the Geary, 
where it is playing a road show en- 
gagement at $1.50 top. ‘Alcatraz’ at 
the Fox, which has local interest be- 
cause the Federal prison is in 


the 
Golden Gate, and ‘Ebb Tide,’ the 
new Paramount Technicolor picture, 
which was given its world preem at 


the Warfield. 
Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—‘Elenhant Boy’ (U) and ‘Last Jour. 
ney’ (UA) (3rd week). Matinee trade 
has been exceptionally good for this 
pair, which is attracting the mop- 
pets as well as the adults. Third and 
last frame looks oke at $4,000. Last 
week, $4,500, fine. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Alcatraz’ (WB) and ‘Portia on 
Trial’ (Rep). Opened to good biz 
and followed through. Recent flare- 
up in the Federal prison near San 
Francisco is stimulating biz. Fine 
$19,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Zola’ 
(WB) and ‘Adventurous Blonde’ 
(WB), did $16,500. 

Geary (Lurie-Pincus) (1,200; 50- 
75-$1-$1.50) — ‘Hurricane’ (UA). Ad- 
vance sale unusually good with the 


opening pretty close to ‘Lost Hori- 
zon,’ which holds house _ record. 
Ralph Pincus has installed new 
sound equipment for the ‘Hurricane’ 
engagement, 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55- 
75)—Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO). 
Considering the general let down in 
biz this one will have to be satisfied 
with $15,000. Last week, ‘Annapolis 
Salute’ (RKO) and Major Bowes unit 
did $15,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) 2,440; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Man Who 
Cried Wolf’ (U) (4th week). Per- 
centage of drop from week to week 
negligible. First day of fourth stanza 
outgrossed opening day’s biz by $102. 
Looks $11,000. Last week, big $12,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Conquest’ (MG) and ‘Love on 
the Air’ (WB) (2nd week). Although 
biz faded as the week progressed 
during the initial stanza of ‘Con- 
quest,’ Fox-West Coast decided to 
chance a holdover which sizes up 
around $11,000. Public seems to be 
tiring of Garbo in costume pictures, 
which are hard to sell. Last week, 
$15,000, which was below expecta- 
tions. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
75)—Ali Baba’ (20th) and ‘Danger- 
ously Yours’ (20th) (3d week). Biz 
sufficiently strong on the moveover 
of this pair from the Fox last week 
to warrant an additional stint, which 
should mean about $6,000. Last week, 
$7,500, good. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75) — ‘Dead End’ (U) (5th week). 
Anticipate around $5,500 on the fifth 
and final week of ‘Dead End,’ which 
has held up very well. Last week, 
$7,000, good. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘Expensive 
Husbands’ (WB). Armistice Day 
parade which broke up around 11 
a.m. was very helpful to the preem 
of this film. Lloyd Nolan, a local boy, 
Betty Grable and Jackie Coogan 
made personal appearances on open- 
ing day. Although crix raved about 
the color, notices were mixed. Set 
for big $18,000. Last week, ‘Angel’ 
(Par) and ‘Nite Club Scandal’ (Par), 
took a nose dive to poor $11,000. 





great, winding up with fairish $2,900. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 15-25-40)— 
‘Forbidden’ (Underwood). Sex film 
is still sensation of town in third 
week, with matinees for femmes, and 
males admitted to night shows. Looks 
to tilt $5,000, plenty good, after great 
second week, when gross topped 
$6,000, way over expectations. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Flying 
Hostess’ (U) and ‘Shanghai’ (Par), 
dual, split with ‘Criminal Lawyer’ 
(RKO) and ‘When’s Your Birthday’ 
(RKO), dual. ooks set for below 
average $1,100. ‘Last week ‘Holy 
Terror’ (20th) and ‘Avenue’ (20th), 
dual, split with ‘Don't Tell Wife’ 
(RKO) and ‘Dangerous Waters’ (U), 
dual, okay $1,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th). Cop- 
ping the shekels on strength of 
Tyrone Power-Loretta Young names, 
plus plenty of interest in Marjorie 
Weaver, local girl, who has her first 
important part in this pic. Big $10.- 
000 anticipated. Last week ‘Angel’ 
(Par) teamed with ‘Behind the Mike 
(U), average $5,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
30-40)—Fit for King’ (RKO) and 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO). Combo 
just ordinary, but fusion of a Fox 
and Par short on subject of ‘Big 
Apple’ proving potent draw. Plugged 


on dance programs of local radio 
station, and pulling plenty of the 
younger crowd. Should hit fine 


$5,000. Last week ‘Love at Work’ 
(20th) and ‘Lancer’ (20th), dual, sal- 
isfactory $3,700. 
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Despite Comic Lineup, Loop Slums; 


Se 





Love I'm After’ Only 256, Slim, Pal’s 
Merry-Go-Round -Chick Webb, 176 





Chicago, Nov. 16. 


Something has gone wrong with 
the loop all of a sudden. Business 
js in a sharp, though inexplicable, 
slump. Whether it’s the epidemic of 
double features in the neighbor- 
hoods, the type of pictures being re- 
leased or a general reaction on the 
part of the public is a matter of 
conjecture around town. An interest- 
ing facet on this slump of pictures 
is the fact that the loop currently is 
almost completely comic in enter- 
tainment structure. i ; 

Chicago has ‘Love I’m After,’ Ori- 
ental has ‘Live, Love and Learn,’ 
Palace has ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938, 
United Artists has ‘Double Wedding,’ 
Roosevelt has ‘Ali Baba.’ ‘Zola’ and 
‘Aleatraz’ are in the running, but 
they are in their third weeks in the 
loop. Only newcomer which isn't a 
comedy is ‘Bad Guy’ at the State- 

ake. : 
weer? it’s the State-Lake that is 
turning in the best business stride 
of the session. Started away on a 
whirlwind ride on Friday and looks 
for a walloping grosser currently. 
‘Double Wedding’ is surprisingly 
good at the UA. 

Balaban & Katz changed pictures 
at the Oriental and Chicago on 
Thursday (11) to take advantage of 
the Armistice Day holiday, with the 
result that these regular seven-day 
houses are on an eight-day ride this 
week. Holiday didn’t help much, 
however, with both houses not get- 
ting anything near the business that 
had been expected. f 

Long-runners ‘Alcatraz’ and ‘Ali 
Baba’ are exhibiting strength in their 
third weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Zola’ (WB). Moved here after 
two weeks at the Chicago, okay at 
$5,000. Last week ‘Dr, Syn’ (GB) 
turned in good $5,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Love I'm After’ (WB) and stage 
show. Opened Thursday (11) to good 
notices, but business isn’t keeping 

ace with the reviews. In eight days 
ooks for only $25,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Zola’ (WB) finished with good 
$25,000 for its six-day finish of a 
hold-over. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Alcatraz’ (WB) (3d week). This 
one has been getting a steady stream 
of business. Touched fine $7,200 last 
week and will hold to better than 
$5,000 currently, excellent. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Live, Love’ (MG) and vaude. An- 
other Thursday (11) getaway but 
very disappointing, only $16,000 for 
the eight-day run in prospect. Last 
week ‘Angel’ (Par) couldn’t get any- 
where either and on its six-day stand 
was sad at $15,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
— Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and vaude. 
Chick Webb orchestra headlining on 
Pe gp Nothing much here currently 
and will have to be satisfied with 
$17,000, flabby. Last week ‘Victoria’ 
(RKO) couldn’t make good despite 
notices and was held to $17,500, so-so. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)‘Ali Baba’ (20th) (3d week). 
Off to only about $7,500 this week 
(3d). Second week was $14,000, ex- 
cellent. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—‘Bad Guy’ (MG) and ‘Wai- 
kiki Nights’ unit on stage. Heading 
for mighty $16,000. Last week ‘Wild, 
Woolly’ (20th) fine $15,100. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Double Wedding’ 
(MG). Started well and figures for 
$23,000 chance, rather exciting for 
its first week. Last week ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ (MG) faded quickly in 


second week and quit with $10,500, 
meek, 


DENVER GIVES ‘ALI’ 
STAGE BILL $10,500 


Denver, Nov. 16. 

‘Ali Baba’ tops the town by a wide 
Margin and is being moved to the 

laddin after registering a few hold- 
Outs at the Denver. ‘Zola’ strong 
Over the weekend at the Aladdin and 
moves to the Broadway. 

Because ‘Back in Circulation’ did 
ve major part of the draw at the 

aramount, it goes to the Rialto with 
a hew feature. ‘Double Wedding’ 
Okay in its second week. 

Estimates for This Week 
.,dladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
Zola’ (WB). After a week at the 

enver, the Muni film is registering 
a nice $3,000 here. Last week ‘Dr. 











yn’ (GB) was good enough at $4,000 | 


to be taken to the Broadway for a 


second week 
(1,500; 25-40)— 


d Broadway (Fox) 
Dr. Syn’ (GB). At the Aladdin pre- 
vious week. Set for $2,500, fine. Last 
week ‘Heidi’ 
$3,500. and went to Rialto for a 
fourth week in first runs. 

, Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
0)—Barriey’ (Par), Fair $5,500 indi- 


(20th) was strong at} 








at 


cated. Last week ‘Hold "Em Navy’ 
(Par) was passable at $5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ali Baba’ (UA), and stage bill. 
Strong $10,500. Last week ‘Zola’ 
(WB) was slightly better than aver- 
age at $9,000 and went to the Alad- 
din for a second week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Double Wedding’ (MG) (2d week) 
and ‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO). 
Riding along okay on $5,500. Last 
week ‘Double Wedding’ (MG) on its 
opening week, and  ‘Saturday’s 
Heroes’ (RKO) were plenty strong 
at $14,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000: 25-40)— 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and ‘Over 
the Goal’ (WB). Nice enough with 
$3,500. Last week ‘West of Shanghai’ 
(WB) and ‘Dance Charlie’ (WB) 
were okay at $3,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (900; 25-40)—‘Heidi’ 
(20th), after a week at each the 
Denver, Aladdin and Broadway, and 
‘That’s My Story’ (U). Hitting a good 
$2,000. Last week ‘Life Begins at 
College’ (20th), after a week at the 
Denver, and ‘Can’t Last Forever’ 
(Col) were strong at $2,000. 


CANTOR-VAUDE 
PACING PEPPY 
HUB, 332,000 


—_—_—_ 





Boston, Nov, 16. 

Pic biz soared into current week 
with boom trade all around on open- 
ing day (Armistice Day) and held 
up heftily Saturday matinee and 
night despite rain. ‘Ali Baba,’ with 
stage show is on top at the Met. 
‘Awful Truth’ on dual bill at Loew 
houses is hot. And Sally Rand on 
the Boston stage is getting good biz. 

‘Hurricane’ (UA) opens road show 
tonight (16) at Colonial. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Westland Case’ (U) and Sally Rand 
on stage. Best in weeks, and aiming 
for strong $25,000. Last week $20,000 
for ‘Living on Love’ (RKO) and 
Chick Webb band on stage. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-55)— 
‘Barrier’ (Par) and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ 
(Par) dual. Okay with holiday 
boost, around $6,000. Last week 
$9,000, very good, on ‘Alcatraz’ (WB) 
and ‘Love at Work’ (20th), double. 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40)— 
‘Mayerling’ (Par). Turning in best 
take since house opened a few weeks 
ago and set for dandy $10,000. Last 
week soft $3,800 for ‘Atlantic Flight’ 
(Mono) and ‘Hideaway’ (RKO) dual. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55) — ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and 
‘Dinner at Ritz’ (20th), dual. Fair 
$17,000 in sight. Last week pale 
$13,500 for ‘Victoria’ (RKO) and 
‘Girl with Ideas’ (U), double. 

Metropolitan (M&P)- (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and stage 
show headed by Minevitch band, 
Stoopnagle and Budd and Jane Fro- 
man, Whirling the wicket toward 
big $32,000. Last week fair $21,000 
for ‘Specimen’ (WB) and stage show 
topped by Mary Brian and Dave 
Apollon. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Truth’ (Col) and ‘Game That 
Kills’ (Col), dual. Smasho $19,000 
on the horizon. Looks like certain 
holdover. Last week disappointing 
$12,500 for second week of ‘Zenda’ 
(UA) and ‘League Frightened Men 
(Col), double. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 25-35- 
55)—‘Barrier’ (Par) and ‘Hold "Em 
Navy’ (Par), dual. Hypoed by holi- 
day mob, and otherwise sturdy at 
$11,500. Last week dandy $11,500 for 
‘Alcatraz’ (WB) and ‘Love at Work 
(20th), dual. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Alcatraz’ (WB) (2nd run) and 
‘Zola’ (WB) (3rd run), dual. Very 
good and aimed at $10,000. Last week 
good $8,600 for ‘Dead End’ (UA) and 
‘Wife, Doctor’ (WB) (both 2nd run), 
double. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-55 )p— 
‘Truth’ (Col) and ‘Game That Kills’ 
(Col), dual. Socko $16,000. Last week 
anemic $10.000 on ‘Zenda’ (UA) and 
‘League Frightened Men’ (Col), dual 
holdover. 


‘ALI’ DUAL 18G, B’KLYN 


Winter Biz Piling Up Blue Chips— 
‘Souls at Sea’ H.O., $16,000 








Brooklyn, Nov. 16. 
Winter is beginning in the City of 
Churches and downtown picture 
houses are feeling nice biz from 
shoppers and those nabe residents 
who still get a kick in taking subway 
ride downtown to see a pic before it 





plays the local emporium. ‘Souls at 
Sea’ is in second stanza at the Para- 
mcunt, Albee also in the lead this 
week with ‘Ali Baba.’ Other houses 
doing fairly. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th) and ‘Westland Case’ (U) 
dual. Excellent $18,000. Last week 
‘Stage Door’ (RKO) and ‘Music for 
Madame’ (RKO) got first rate $17,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Garrick’ 
(WB) and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par). 
Slated for good $12,000. Last week 
“West of Shanghai’ (Par) and ‘Wrong 
Road’ (Rep) okay at $13.000., 


Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Bride Wore | 


Red’ (MG) and ‘Westbound Limited’ 
(U) dual. Deriving fairish $14,000. 
Last week ‘Big City’ (MG) and 
‘Madame X’ (MG). Got good $15,500. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Souls 


at Sea’ (Par) and ‘Bride for Henry’ | 
(Mono) (2nd week). Nice $16,000 an- | 


ticipated, First week punchy $22,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—Murder 
in Greenwich Village’ (Col) and 
‘Flash Casey’ (GN) dual. Hitting 
passable $5,000. 
mond at Bay’ (Rep) and ‘Lady Fights 
Back’ (U) got okay $5,000. 





Chipper Lincoln Dishes 
Up $1,800 for ‘Truth, 
‘Dallas’ Nice $3,500 


Lincoln, Nov. 16. 


‘Awful Truth’ started with prospects 


of a month’s stay at the Kiva, re- 
placing the four-week run of ‘Lost 
Horizon.’ Latter got $6,100 on the 
stay, $1,300 the last week in a house 
where anything over one G is okay. 
‘Truth’ should get $1,800 or better 
this week. 

‘Dallas’ is at the Stuart cutting a 
good figure, $3,500, and the Orpheum 
without vaude this weekend is so- 
soing. 

Estimates for This Week 
Kiva (Westland) (440; 10-15-20-25- 


30)—‘Awful Truth’ (Col). Going 
swell paced at $1,800. Last week, 
fourth for ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 


$1,300, good. 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)—‘Tale 
of Two Cities’ (MG) and ‘Roll Along, 
Cowboy’ (20th) spl with ‘High 
School Girl’ (Indie). Oke $950. Last 
week ‘Hopalong Again’ (Par) and 
‘Behind Mike’ (U), all right, $900. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Topper’ (MG). Looks like nice 
$3,000. Last week ‘Certain Woman’ 
(WB) did moderately well, $2,700. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25-40)—‘40 Naughty Girls’ (RKO) 
and ‘Hell Divers’ (MG) (reissue) 
split with ‘Music for Madame’ (RKO) 
and ‘Dance Charlie’ (WB). Just fair 
$1,100. Last week ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (20th) and vaude, ‘Stork Club 
Scandals’ unit, split with ‘Mr. Dodds 
Takes Air’ (WB) and ‘Saturday’s 
Heroes’ (RKO) very good $3,300. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Ambling to- 
ward good $3,500. Last week ‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) fair $3,300. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
‘Hollywood Roundup’ (Col) and 
‘Young Dynamite’ (Conn) split with 
‘Murder in Greenwich Village’ (Col) 
and ‘Renfrew’ (GN). Oke $1,100. 
Last week ‘Trapped by G-Men’ (Col) 
and ‘Everybody Dance’ (GB) split 
with ‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and 
‘Boots of Destiny’ (Col) satisfactory 
$1,000. 


Three-in-One Policy 
Paces Montreal, $8,000 


Montreal, Nov. 16. 
‘Firefly’ repeat at Palace still hold- 
ing up and will come near tops again 
currently. 
Loew’s 








trying out quantity in 


three-feature bill and looks to lead | 


the town. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Firefly’ 
(MG) (2nd week). Still getting the 
crowds and aiming at $7,000, after a 
handsome $11,000 first week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Angel’ 
(Par) and ‘This Way Please’ (Par). 
Nice program behind good week-end 
biz. Looks like $7,000. Last week 
‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) and ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th) hit a very substantial 


$9,000. 
Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB), ‘Marry 


the Girl’ (WB), and ‘Eagle’s Ven- 
geance’ (WB). New three-feature 
policy is attracting attention and set 
to gross around $8,000, very good. 
Last week ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and 
‘Talk of Devil’ (Regal-British), $6,000 


good. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)— 
‘Madame X’ (MG) and ‘Fight for 
Your Lady’ (RKO). Pointing to 


$7,000, very good. Last week ‘Music 
for Madame’ (RKO) and ‘Borneo’ 
(20th), nice $6,500. 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)—‘Stella | 
Still get- | 


Dallas’ (UA) (3rd week). 
ting good play. Should hit around 
$3,000, oke. Last week $4,000, good. 

Cinema de Paris 
(600; 50)—‘L’Ile des Veuves’ 
week). 
as last week at $1,500, good enough. 


(2nd 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 50) | 


—‘La Dame de Pique’ and ‘Le Can- 
tinier de la Colonielle.’ Should give 
$6,000, good average. Last week sub- 
average of $5,400 on ‘Sarati le Ter- 
rible’ and ‘La Reine des 
leuses.’” 


Broadway Biz Not What Hoped For, 
But ‘Love I'm After’ a Swanky 406; 
‘Hurricane’ $17,000, Truth’ 856, 2d 


Last week ‘Drum- | 


(France-Film) | 


Holding about same figure | 


tesquil- | 


_PICTURE GROSSE 
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Business generally on Broadway is 
; nothing to write anyone about un- 
j}less it’s to caution the studios to 
| watch those costs, now that fall 
| SFosees are under expectations. Ex- 
| ceptions among several new pictures 
lare ‘It’s Love I’m 
| Strand on a 
| Hurricane,’ 
Astor 


After,’ at the 
pop grind, and ‘The 
which is $2-ing at the 


Both of these pictures, as well as | 


| others, should normally be doing 
| better. This is especially true since 
they had the benefit of the Armis- 
tice day holiday on getaways and 
id weather. On 
| Saturday (13) an all-day downpour 


espite the week-end 








bit over will show a fair profit. It 
holds’ over. Except for ‘Awful 
Truth,’ the holdovers are off together 
with other first runs, most disap- 
| pointing of which is ‘52nd Street.’ 
| Latter, into the Rivoli Saturday 
morning (13), will be about $17,000 
maximum, which means that a hold- 
over, as planned, is forced 

| Other first runs are ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ at the Criterion, about 


| $5,000, poor; ‘Dr. Syn,’ Globe tenant, 


|'maybe $8,000, fair; ‘Murder on Dia- 
|}mond Row’ at Rialto, probably $7,- 


400, fairly good: and two new ones 


| at the Central, ‘Million Dollar Rack- 


gave the box offices a bad soaking, | 


| while on Sunday the weather was 
|too nice. If it isn’t one thing, it’s 
|another. No fewer than 12,000 peo- 
| ple were drawn Sunday (14) by that 
| Babe Ruth-John Montague — golf 
}game. Then there’s the football bug- 
| aboo. 
| ‘Love I’m After’ is pushing for a 
possible smash $40,000 and there’s 
;no complaint here, even if with dif- 
ferent -conditions the week’s gross 
might have been over $45,000. ‘Hur- 
ricane’ finished its first full week 
last night (Tues.) at $17,000, very 
good, considering everything. Astor, 
where nestling, is scaled at $19,500 
capacity, this figure being about $1,- 
500 under capacity. Saturday and 
Sunday (13-14) were S.R.O., how- 
ever, plus some standees Sunday 
night. Evening business is stronger 
than the matinees. Sam Goldwyn 
has house for four weeks and op- 
tions. ' 

‘Second Honeymoon’ is far from 
big at the Roxy, but at $42,000 or 


‘TRUTH’ $19,000 
FIREFLY’ 116 
IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 

Five of the seven major houses 
have fresh releases currently, which 
is a better-than-usual amount of new 
product, and biz in the main is above 
last week. Cool weather returned 
Sunday (14) and b.o. pulses quick- 
ened, 

‘Awful Truth’ is far ahead of the 
pack this week, racking up a sock 
$19,000 for the Palace, house’s big- 
gest take of the new season, ‘Fire- 
fly’ is fetching $11,009 for start of 
three-week run at the Shubert. This 
pic was plugged mightily via a ‘mys- 
tery girl’ hunt tie-up with the Post, 
$100 in cash going to her captor. 
Finale of campaign was at noon 
Thursday (11), with search centered 
in busiest block in downtown sec- 
tion. Stunt halted traffic for 30 
minutes. 

Keith’s is in the black with $6,000 
on ‘Stand-In.’ ‘Live, Love’ at $6,500 
for the Albee, and ‘Fight for Your 
Lady’ at the Lyric for $2,400 are no- 
dicers. Their stays are being cut 
short. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Live. 
Love’ (MG). Lame duck, to be 
yanked after fifth day. Possible 
$6,500, dull. ‘Second Honeymoon’ 
(20th) comes in Wednesday (17). 
Last week ‘Conquest’ (MG), $10,000. 


fair. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42).— 
‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB). Moved 
over from Palace for second week. 
Fairly good, $4,200. Last week ‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th) (2d week), $4,500, all 
right. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Sat- 
urday’s Heroes’ (RKO), ‘Counsei for 
Crime’ (Col), ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(20th), separate. Good $2,800. Same 
last week on ‘Wine, Women’ (WB), 
‘Last Train from Madrid’ (Par), ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO), singly. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th). Third downtown week 
and set for swell $3,000. Last week 
‘Life Begins’ (20th) (3d week), $3,- 
000, excellent. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Stand-In’ (UA). Big $6,000. Last 
week ‘Fit for King’ (RKO), $4,500, 
okay. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)—‘Fight 
for Your Lady’ (RKO). No dice. 
| Will be pulled after six days, $2,400. 
Last week ‘High, Wide’ (Par) (2d 
week), $4.000. nleasing. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)—‘Aw- 
ful Truth’ (Col). Sockeroo $19.000. 
Last week ‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) 
%14 000. big. 

Shubert (RKO) 
i ‘Fireflv’ (MG). 
licity tie-un with the Prst. 
run. Very good, $11.000. 
'*Zola’ (WB) (3d week), $3,500, fair. 








(2.150: 35-42)— 


Aided by hefty pub- 

In for a 
Last week | with ‘Big City’ (MG) (2d run) and 
very nice. 


et’ and ‘Blazing Barries,’ $5,000, tol- 
erable. 

‘Awful Truth’ managed $92,000 on 
its first week at the Music Hall, and 
is holding well, with aid of Armistice 
day, to around $85,000 this week (2). 
‘Conquest’ is not so fortunate on its 
holdover. Getting a fine $48,000 last 
week (1st) it is slipping on the hold- 
over to only around $27,000 and out 
tonight (Wed.) Second week fo! 
‘Angel’ and the Tommy Dorsey band 
at the Paramount, ending last night 
(Tues.) also off at $28,000 and out. 

The holdovers among new pictures 


are ‘Love I’m After,’ ‘Second 
Honeymoon, ‘Hurricane’ and ‘52nd 
Street,’ while major openings are 
‘Ebb Tide’ and Bunny Berigan band, 


plus Frances Langford at the Par to- 
day (Wed.) and ‘Stand-In’ at the 
Music Hall and ‘Live, Love and 
Learn’ at Cap tomorrow (Thurs. ). 
Estimates for This Weck 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Hurricane’ (Goldwyn-UA) (2d 
week). Not as potent matinces as 
evenings, but close to capacity, as 
scaled, at $17,000 first week ending 
last night (Tues.). Capacity. every 
seat all performances, is $19,500. In 
for four weeks and options. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Conquest’ (MG) (2d-final week). 
Slackened pace sharply on holdover, 
about $27,000 being answer, after 
strong initial week’s take of $48,000. 
‘Live, Love and Learn’ (MG) to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55) — 
‘$1,000,000 Racket’ (Trio) and ‘Blaz- 
ing Barriers’ (Mono), both Ist run, 
dualed. New policy here just doing 
fairly, about $5,000 this week. Last 
week it was close to this same fig- 
ure with ‘Thanks for Listening’ 
(Syn) and ‘Drums of Destiny’ (Trio). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Nicht 
Club Scandal’ (Par). In vicinity of 
$5,000 will be the result with this 
B, poor. Last week, ‘Hold "Em, Navy’ 
(Par) got around $7,500, mildish. 

Globe’ (1,274; 25-40-55-65)—‘Dr. 
Syn’ (GB). Arliss name aiding draw 
a bit for possible $8,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘Boots and Saddles’ (Rep), un- 
der $7,000, better than expected. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Stage 
Door’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Love on 
Air’ (WB) (ist run), dualed.. ‘Door’ 
responsible for majority of good 
$10,000 or over. Last week, $10.200 
was found for ‘Life Begins at Col- 
lege’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Hot Wate” 
(20th) (st run). 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Angel’ (Par) and Tommy Dorsey 
band (2d-final week). Off at $28,000 
on second week ending last nicht 
(Tues.) after initial week’s take of 
$38,500, but a respectable profit. Re- 
placed today (Wed.) by ‘Ebb Tide’ 
(Par) and the Bunny Berigan band, 
plus Frances Langford. 

Radio City Music Hali (6,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Awful Truth’ (Col) 
and stage show. No world-beater 
here but good profit at $92,000 last 
week (ist) and around $85,000 this 
week (2d). Tomorrow (Thurs.) 
house brings ‘Stand-In’ (UA) to its 
screen, followed Thanksgiving (25) 
by ‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA), 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Murder on 
Diamond Row’ (UA). A little over 
average here, around $7,400 looks in. 
Last week, “Trapped by G-Men’ 
(Col), $7,500. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘52d 
Street’ (UA) (ist week). Tnevre 
passing this one up, only about $17,- 

first week, but holds due to 
searcity of product. ‘Lancer S»ny’ 
(20th) went three days on a second 
week, getting only $4,000 for that ne- 
riod, blah. First week only $17.590. 

Roxy (5,836: 25-45-55-75)—‘Second 
Honeymoon’ (20th) and stage show. 
Under hopes with Tyrone Pover- 
Loretta Young names but at $1'2.000 
or over good enough to go a s*7ond 
week. As house is now scaled thi: is 
not a big profit. Last week ‘Heidi’ 
(20th) got less than it deserved but 
ai okay profit at $41.500. 

Strand (2.767; 25-55-75)—It’s Love 
I'm After’ (WB). Town's best grosser 
thourh conditions are holding it from 
going more than a possible $40.000, 
very smasho, and holds. Last week 
on holdover (2d week) of ‘Perfect 
Specimen’ (WB), under $17.000, a 
little disappointing but satisfactory 





protits. 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Lost Horie 
zon’ (Col) (2d run) and Dave Apole 
!lon revue. A good $20.000 is in the 
| bag. after close t» 332000 last week 


Ted Lew's, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, November 17, 1937 








Mol Feels Rosy, ‘Firefly’ $10,000, 
‘Love -Vaude, 126, ‘Madame X’ NSG 





—-— ?> 
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Minneapolis, Nov. 16. 
Another hefty influx of transients 
for the Minnesota-Northwestern 
homecoming football game, which 
drew 61,000 to the Stadium, brought 
a slice of prosperity for loop show- 
houses over the weekend, same as 





$4,000. Last week ‘This Way, Please’ 
(Par) and ‘Fit for a King’ (RKO), 
$4.200. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)—‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th) and ‘Westland Case’ 
(U). Topper in at Fox two weeks 
ago to okay biz. Looks like $4,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Heidi’ (20th) and 
‘Carnival Queen’ (U) (2nd week), 


when Notre Dame played here a | $3,800, okay. 


opposition from the Auto Show and 
from homecoming activities on the 
Minnesota campus, inluding the Min- 
neapolis Symphony orchestra's initia] 
concert, there were turnaway crow14s | 
all along the line Friday and Satur- 
day nichts. 

Third stage show in a row, ‘Can 
You Take It?’ with Eddie Peabody 
an added attraction, and augmenting 
*‘Danzer—Love at Work’ on the 
screen, is putting the Ornheum out 
in front. The ‘Schnickelfritz’ band 
gave that house a tremendous week 


fortnight ago. Despite rain and heavy | 





previously. ‘Firefly.’ with a Thurs- 
day opening, has the Minnesota 
the profit column, but ‘Madame X,’ 
at the Century. isn’t so hotcha. 

‘1N0 Men and a Girl’ is in its s 
wor!r at the World. It has 


in | 


xth 
been | 


holding up beautifully, but probably | 


will 
days. 


bow out after another seven 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Pwhlix-Singer) (900° 15-25) 
—‘Certain Woman’ (WB) (2d run) 
snlit with dul first-rums Jest four 
davs, ‘Arnanclis Solute’ (RKO) end 
‘Men in Exile’ (WR). Mild £809 in- 
d'-sted, Last week ‘Confession’ (WR) 
svulit with ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) (2d 
runs) end last three days diol first 
rns “40 Novehtv Cirls’ (RKO) ond 
“Sho Asked for Jt’ (Per). Light $759, 


Century (Prblix-Sinser)  (1.600° 
25-95-40 )—‘Madame X’ (MG). Very 
livht resnonse, desvite fact that 


G'*evs Georve wes lon“ a 19¢c2] dra- 
mtic stock favorite. Yan'red after 
five days at noor $2.500. “‘Thic Way. 
Ploese’ (Par) ovened tod-v (Tues.). 
Last week ‘Vosues’ (UA) on 6% 
devs $3,500, light. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55 )—Firefly’ (MG). Opened a 
day ahead of usual time (Thursday) 
and had advantage of fine exploita- 
tion campaign. Headed for pretty 
good $10,000. Last week ‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th), went out after six bad days, 
and poor $5,200. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 
35-40-55 )—‘Love at Work’ (20th) and 
steve show, ‘Can You Take It?’ plus 
Eddie Peabody. Biggest entertain- 
ment bargain in town, and commend- 
ing plenty of public attention. Big 
holdouts over the weekend, but set- 
tling for fair $12,000. Last week 
“Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) and 
voudeville, headed by ‘Schnickel- 
fritz’ band, with latter almost en- 
tirely responsible for tremendous 
$17 600. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300: 25-40) 
—‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par) and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG). Back to dual bills 
afier a stretch of single features 
transferred here from other houses 
for a continuation of their loop first 
runs. Fair $2,800 indicated. Last 
week ‘Double Wedding’ (MG) (2d 
week), $5.000, oke. 

T:me (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Man- 
hattan Melodrama’ (MG). Another 
reissue for this house, which seems 
to thrive better on this sort of fare 
then the kind of first-runs usually 
avoilable for it. Fair $700 in pros- 
pret. Last week, ‘Trader Horn’ 
(MS), reissue, mild $600. 

Wntown (Publix) (1,200: 25-35)— 
*VJife. Doctor’ (20th). “*irst nabe 
showin’. Fair $2.800 indicated. Last 
wok ‘Varsity Show’ (Par), $2,500, 


We-Jd (Staffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
—109 Men pnd Girl’ (U) (6th week). 
ff or two bie weeks at Century, this 
hes been rolling along nicely here 
for a month, Likely to bow out, 
however, after fair $1,200 this week. 

ast week, $1,700, fine. 


‘CONPUFST’ HEADING 





SLUGGISH K. C., 146 





Kansas City. Nov. 16. 

‘Cenouest’ at the Midland petting 
th heavy play. Biz is generally not 
s> forte. Been pretty dull for several 
wecks. 7 

Estimates for This Weck 

Fox (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—Merry- 

C--Pourd’ (U) and vaude. Fair, 


£9°°. Last week ‘Man Who Cried 
Vv °°’ CU) and veuvde, weak $7.500. 
~“<"*pefreet (RKO) (3.200; 25-40)— 
+ -. I'm After’ (WB) and ‘Hold 
*"F » Navy’ (Par). Not better than 


i 











Firefly Great 
$9,500 in Seattle: 
Biz on Upbeat 


Seattle, Nov. 16. 

“‘Vogues’ didn’t hold as expected 
sO made way at Liberty after one 
week for ‘Life Begins With Love. 
Fifth Avenue is again showing sin- 
gletons with ‘Firefly’ in the slot 
‘Barrier’ s.rong enough to hold for 
second week at Paramount. ; 

Town showing some signs of bet- 
ter biz, with Christmas shopping 
starting early. This may spread the 
usual pre-Christmas doldrums a bit. 

Estimates For This Week 

Blue Mouse ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27)—‘Californians’ (20th) and 
‘Lady Fights Back’ (U). Headed for 
£2,700, good. Last week, ‘Make Wish’ 
(RKO) and ‘Women Men Marry’ 
(MG), big $2,800. 

Coliseum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG) and ‘Think Fast Mr. Moto’ 
(20th). Bad at $2,200. Last week, 
‘Good Earth’ (MG), $3,400, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 
‘Empiy Holsters’ (FN) and ‘Fight to 
Finish’ (Col). Fightin’ type of -pix 
to patrons’ liking at this spot. Sizes 
up to $2,200, good. Last week, 
‘Crashing Thru Danger’ (Mono) and 





‘Slaves in Bondage’ (Ind) dual, 
$2,400, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—'Firefly’ 
(MG). Indicated $9,500, great and 
holding. Last week, ‘Double Wed- 


ding’ (MG) landed $9,900, excellent. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42 )— 
‘Life Begins With Love’ (Col) and 
‘Happened in Hollywood’ (Col). 
Brutal $1,500 in five days and yanked 
as soon as possible. Last week, 
‘Vogues of 1938’ 
but only enough for one week at 
$5,100, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Double Wedding 
(MG). Brought over from the Fifth 
Avenue for big $3,800. Last week, 
‘Stage Door’ (RKO), 2nd week, nice 
at $3,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)—‘Perfect Specimen’ 
(WB) and ‘Madame X’ (MG). Big 
$6,500 in store. Last week, ‘Back in 


Circulation’ (WB) and ‘Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th), $6,000, good. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 


37)—‘Gangway’ (GB) and vaude. At 


(UA) got femmes | 


$3,700, good. Last week, ‘Outlaws of 
Orient’ (Col) and vaude, $3,600, nice. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—Barrier’ (Par) and 
‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (RKO) (2nd week). 
At. $3,800 in four days, okay, but 
slipping. Last week, same films, 
$11,500, very big. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
| ‘Mr. Dodd Takes Air’ (WB) and ‘San 
Quentin’ (WB). Anticipated $2,500, 
okay. Last week, ‘Confession’ (WB) 
and ‘Easy living’ (Par), $2,400, fair. 








‘CANTOR DUAL $8,000 


IN PEPPY PORTLAND 


| Portland, Ore., Nov. 16. 
Pic grosses had some competish 
| this week from legit and musical 
road units, but total pic grosses re- 
mained about the same. Evidently 
in this burg stage shows bring out 
| the extra coin, but don’t cut in on 
ithe pic returns. 

| ‘Ali Baba’ at the Paramount, and 
| ‘Firefly’ at Parker’s UA are the two 
| outstanding winners this week. 
| Estimates for This Week 





Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
—Stand-In’ (UA) and ‘Lady Fights 
Back’ (U). Getting a nice slice of 
| trade around $5,500. Last week, ‘Per- 
| fect Specimen’ (WB), and ‘West of 
| Shanghai’ (WB) held up strong for 
| bumper $6,300. 

Mayfair ‘Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
| 30-55) —Fit for King’ (RKO) and| 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO). Good 
enough duo for good enough $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Women Men Marry 
| (MG) with Count Berni Vici’s ‘Spices 
of 1937’ road unit tripled par biz on 
the vaude appeal. Big $6,000. 

Orpheum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
(2.000; 30-55) — ‘Angel’ (Par) and} 
| ‘Music for Madame’ (RKO). Getting 
| fair results for this house, $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Lancer 


Spy’ (20th), second week good 
enough $4,000. 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(3,000; 30-55) ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) 
and ‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO). An- 
swering to exploitation for great re- 
turns at $8,000. Last week, ‘Stage 
Door’ ‘RKO) and ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (20th) closed a good second 
week at $4,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55) — ‘Firefly’ (MG). Second week 
and going great stuff, easily $5,000, 
and will hold longer. First week 
piled up great $7,500. 


CANTOR BIG $5,000 
IN OKLAHOMA CITY 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 16. 

It looks like a fairly good week 
ahead with a good week behind. 
Promotion on last week’s pix was 
heavy; on forihcoming week just 
sO-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Standard) (1,700; 10-35- 
40)—Firefly’ (MGM). Looks’ to 
$6,500. ast week ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA* did close to $7,000, a bit below 
expectations. . 

Liberty (Standard) (1,500; 10-20- 
25)—Bengal Lancer’ (Par), revival, 
and ‘Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO), 
dual. Maybe $2,250, fair. Last week 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘She Had to Eat’ 
(20th), dual, and ‘David Harum’ 
(20th), reissue, with ‘Night of Mys- 
tery’ (Par), dual, $2,600 for the 
xttay 














Midwest (Standard) (1,500; 10-20- 





Waring- Breakt ast 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 

Town was too football-minded 
over week-end, with 71,000 taking 
in Pitt-Nebraska game, to bother 
much about the pix. However, no 
complaints except from Penn where 
Garbo’s ‘Conquest’ is proving a dis- 
tinct disappointment. 

Fred Waring riding high, wide 
and handsome at the Stanley and, 
with ‘Breakfast for Two’ on screen, 
will likely hang up a new all-time 
mark at WB deluxer for band shows. 
‘Ali Baba’ got away fast at Alvin, 
but easing off and house will not 





| 
| 





| 
| 


¢ see £8,009. T.ast week ‘Perfect 
€---men’ (WB) and ‘Alcatraz’ 
«*"7). $10,000, oke, and moved to 
rr “7, 

““**tenad (Trew) (4,000: 25-40)— | 
> iid est?’ (MG). Nice week with 
= . Lest week ‘Stenc-Jn’ (UA) 
Fa “-“neme *"? (MG) not up to 
€ =o, £12 00. 

+ (Pes) «(1 ON; 
F A -av-anr? (WR) ond ‘Alea- 
teuc acland’ (WEB) (2nd run). So-so 
ve se 


go through with original plan to 
keep it until Thanksgiving Day. 
Fulton is getting a little encourage- 
ment again, ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
1938’ turning in best week site has 


|had in couple of months and hold- 


ing over. Double bill of ‘Women 
Men Marry’ and ‘Dance, Charlie’ 
coming through very nicely at War- 
ner, 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ali Baba’ (20th). Cantor musical 
isn’t crackin any records, but will 
get at least $11.000, quite profitable. 
It will not hold. Last week ‘Heidi’ 
(20th) in eight days around $9,000, 
all right, but not up. to Temple stand- 
ards in the past. 

Fulton ‘(Snea-Hyde) (1,750: 25-40) 
—‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U). First real 
dough this site has seen in a couple 
of monihs. Looks good for at least 


25-0) — | $7,000, making second week a cer- 


tainty. Howse hopes it'll be good for 
third, too, because product prospect 


Q 


Cracking Pitt 


Band Show Record, 296; Cantor 116 





isn’t exactly bright here for imme- 
diate future. Last week ‘Happened 
in Hollywood’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Fights Back’ (U), latter only for last 
four days, around $4,000, all right. 

Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Conquest’ (MG). One of the 
major disappointments of the year. 
Fortune spent on exploitation, but 
aside from great opener on Armistice 
Day, biz has been brutal. Figured 
originally as a h.o., it won’t come 
within several grand of hitting stop 
figure, and will be lucky to get $12,- 
500. pretiy bad. Last week ‘High, 
Wide’ (Par) also in the doghouse, 
doing only around $10,000 in six 
days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) and Fred 
Waring’s band. It’s the flesh that 
counts this week. Biz nothing short 
of sensational, with b.o. lines at 
every show and indications of at 
least $29,000. Maybe better if extra 
performances go in. That'll be an 
all-time high for band shows here, 
topping Horace Heidt record by 
more than a grand. Last week 
‘Alcatraz’ (WB) and Don Eestor’s 
band another sockeroo at $25,000. 

Warner ‘WB) = (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Women Men Marry’ (MG) and 
‘Dance, Charlie’ (WB). Doing fairly 
well with $4,850 in sight, which is 
slightly better than average dual biz 
here. Last week ‘Double Wedding’ 
(MG). brought here after crack ses- 
sion et Penn, very good at $7,500 
with last day (Armistice Day), at 
holiday prices, shooting it over the 





This Time It's the Rain in Philly: 
‘Madame -Vaude S26, ‘Hurricane’ OK 





40)—‘Ali Baba’ (20th). Will pull 
just a bit above $5,000, o.k. Last 
week, ‘Perféct Specimen’ (WB), 
$4,800 


State (Noble) (1,400; 10-25-40)— 
‘Stand In’ (UA). With good build- 
up will do at least $4,000 and maybe 
more. Last week, second week of 
‘Dead End’ (UA), strong — $3,000, 
which makes $8,000 for the run. 

Tower (Standard) (1,100: 10-25-35) 
—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Moved here 
from Criterion; should garner $2,000 
or maybe a bit more. Last week, 
‘This Way, Please’ (Par) running six 
days did $2,500. 


Capital Grosses 
Continue Sliding: 
Garbo Best at 186 





Washington, Nov. 16. 
Grosses down again for the 10th 
consecutive week, and the boys are 
desperate for explanation. Best one 
advanced so far, exclusive of usual 


night football, growth of dine and 
dance spots, et al, hangs it on the 
high cost of living. Washington is 
unique in having bulwark of gov- 
ernment employes’ salaries, but now 
that prices are mounting and Federal 
pay checks are remaining the same, 
it is hurting. 

Theatres also jumped prices slight- 
ly two months ago, reasoning that 
other costs were rising, but evidenily. 
not considering local static income 
feature. Drop can be blamed in some 
spots on pics, but the Capitol, which 
has had at least an average run of 
films, offers a contrary example. Av- 
erage at this house used to run 
around $22,000. Been hitting consist- 
ently around $18,000, but dips sharply 
to $14,000 this week. 

‘Conquest,’ with advance screening 
notices and Garbo rep, is out in 
front. ‘Stand-In,’ which got swell 
send-off by crix via pre-view and 
visit of Walter Wanger, is leading 
vaude houses. Best moneymaker, 
however, is still ‘Awful Truth,’ in 
fourth downtown week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 35-66) 
‘Stand-In’ (UA) and vaude. Nothing 
better than light $14,000 on tap. Last 
week, ‘Live, Love’ (MG) about same 
figure. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40) — 
‘Heidi’ (20th) (2d run), Oke $4,300. 
Last week, “High, Wide’ (Par) (2d 
run), average $4,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 35-66) — ‘Gar- 
rick’ (WB) and vaude. Ted Lewis 
unit on stage responsible for most 
of the thin $14,000. Last week, ‘Angel’ 
(Par) thanked Phil Spitalny’s revue 
for boosting take up to fair $15,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U). Dying with 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Victoria’ (RKO) 
garnered profitable $8,500 behind 
bally. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40) — ‘Truth’ 
(Col) (2d run). Fourth week down- 
town sailing toward neat $5,000. Last 
week same pic took beautiful $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55) — 
‘Conquest’ (MG). Garbo and Boyer 
hitting ’em for good $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) netted an in- 
different $12,000. 


Contest Winner Scores 








Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Marjorie Weaver landed a fea- 
tured part in her second camera 
appearance in 20th-Fox’s ‘Sally, 
Irene and Mary’ foliowing her film 
debut in ‘Second Honeymoon.’ 

Player is a beauty contest winner 
from Louisville and was trained in 
the studio dramatic school. 


No Cheap Skate, This 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Sonja Henie is said to be the most 
heavily insured picture actress since 
taking a policy with Lloyds provid- 
ing for the payment of $5,000 a week 
to her for a year should accident in- 
capacitate her from skating. 

Her total risks now amount to $3,- 
000,000. 





Bigelow’s 2d for Brown 
Joe Bigelow remains with David 
L. Loew Productions to script a sec- 
ond picture for Joe E. Brown, an 
original by Bigelow. 
Deal was made on the strength of 


Bigelow's work on ‘Wide Open 
Faces,’ Brown feature designated to 
start Nov. 22 with Kurt Neumann 
directing. Bigelow is on loanout 





top. 


from Samuel Goldwyn. 


— 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

After long siege of tough going, 
Philly began. to look up a little last 
week, then old man Jupe Fiuvius 
let go. Stormy weather sent grosses 
tumbling. 

Variety of other things didn't help 
Cxrturday and Sunday biz, either. 
That includes weak line-up in two 
of the best grossing houses, Fox and 
Aldine, and a h. o. in the Boyd. Fox 
is scraping barnacles off the bottom 
with $10,000 for ‘Merry-Go-Round.’ 
Aldine practically ditto at $9,500 with 
‘Garrick.’ ‘Conquest’ at the Boyd. 
which was considerably less than 
socko opening stanza, even worse in 
the second session with $11,500. 

Not aiding the general dreariness 
is seasori’s first road show, ‘Hurri- 
cane,’ at the Locust. Two-a-dayer 
taking usual toll from all downtown 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,200; 40-55-75)— 

‘Garrick’ (WB). More or less a fill- 
in here, and thus not really very dis- 
appointing at $9,500, ordinarily punk 
for this house. Last week, ‘52d Sireet’ 
(UA) brutal at $7,100. 
Arcadia (Segall-Sablosky) (600: 
| 35-40-50) —“‘Madame X’ (MG) (2d 
jrun). Slipped with the rest on the 
| week-end, and paced at drab $900. 
| ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) (2d run) 
| held over eight days, closing last 
Friday, but not much velvet with 
$1,400. 

Boyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-65 )—‘Con- 
quest’ (MG) (2d week). Very mild 
at $11,500. Opening stanza also weak 
with $18,700. 

Earle (WB) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Music for Madame’ (RKO), plus 
Ma1y Dees and Monte Blue on the 
stage. Beating out a very nice $22.- 
000. Last week ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ 
(Par), with Rita Rio and Lucky Mil- 
linder bands on stage, just a bit 
stronger, $22,700. 





Fox (WB) (2,300; 40-55-65)— 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U). Awfully sad 
$10,000. ‘Ali Baba’ (20th), in last, 


was held for nine days. Did $17.300 
for the regular turn and $2,800 in the 
extra two days. Weak for a h.o and 
yanked because of WB desire, any- 
way, to switch bookings for an open- 
ing here on Thanksgiving Day. 

Karlton (WB) (1,100; 40-50 )—‘Stage 
Door’ (RKO) (2d run). Moving along 
at fair enougn clip with $5,090 cal- 
culated for the session. ‘Angel’ 
(Par) was limping so badly last week 
it was viven a rest after only six 
days. Punkaroo %3.000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400; 40-50)\—‘Aw- 
ful Truth’ (Col) (2d run). This top- 
notcher very snappy in a h.n. sec- 
ond run. something novel. Hitting 
about $5.500. Got an exceedingly 
fancy $9,400 last week. 

Locust (Reisman and Hodes) (1.- 
600: 57-86-$1.14-$1.71) — ‘Hurricane’ 
(UA). Crix mild, but powerful bally 
blowing this two-a-dayer to a neat 
$11,000. Advance sale gave it good 
week-end despite bad weather. 
Opened Armistice Day (11). 

Stanley (WB) (3.000; 40-55-65)— 
‘Firefly’ (MG). Very so-so at $18,500. 
Last week. ‘Stage Door’ (RKO) okay 
with $12,700 for second week. 

Stanton (WB) (1.700; 30-40-50)— 
‘Alcatraz’ (WB) (2d week). Un- 
usual for a pic to get a second week 
here, but this one just made for this 
action svot. Garnering plenty nice 
$5,100. First term whirled the wick- 
ets for neat $8,800. 


Buffalo Booming, ‘52d 
‘St’ $9,000, Firefly’ 1026 








Buffalo, Nov. 16. 
Grosses are good again this 


week. ‘Truth,’ h. 0. at the Lafayette, 
is figured to lead the field for the 
current stanza after topnotch gross 
for the first period. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600: 35-40-60)— 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th). Slowed 
up by bad weather but sighted to- 
ward okay $10,500. Last week 
‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) satisfac- 
tory at $13,500. 

Century (Shea) (3.400: 25-35)— 
‘Madame X’ (MG) and ‘Annapolis 
Salute’ «(RKO). Excellent $8.500. 
Last week ‘This Way Please’ ‘Par) 


and ‘Over the Goal’ (WB). very 
nice takings, also $8,500. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35- 


50)—‘Firefiy’ (MG). Opened Thurs- 
day and is bowling along for good 
$10,500. Last week ‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th). Second week cut short 
after five days, but okay at $7.600. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400;  30-50)— 
‘S2nd Street? (UA) and ‘Torchy 
Biane’ (WB). Should get up to neat 
$9,000. Last week ‘Heidi’ (20th) 
jumped into the lead and ran over 
expectations for great $9,500. 


Lafayette (Ind.) (3,600: 25-35)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (2nd week) 
and ‘Criminals of Air’ (Col). Dunne 
film looks like the champion of 
the house's history. On double | 


program reovresents top box effice 
value, lesding local field for great 
1 $13,000. Last week topflight $17,000 
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Calif. State Probe Into LATSE 
_ Brings In C10; Also Al Capone 


4 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Correspondence of Harry Bridges, 
Coast CIO leader, which was read 
into the records Monday in the 
State’s quiz into IATSE, is taken to 
indicate the investigation may have 
been instigated by those interested in 
seeing John L. Lewis’ organization 
gain a foothold in the picture stu- 
dios. 

Letter to Bridges, from Irwin P. 
Hentschel, read: ‘Rank and file are 
looking to industrial unionism and 
the CIO for aid to gain autonomy for 
IA members.’ Hentschel wrote of 





AFM Move to Abolish 
Film Sound Libraries 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Pat Casey and Joseph M. Weber 
will huddle in New York the last of 
the month on the demand of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
for abolition of film sound libraries 
and the employment of orchestras on 
B pictures. 

Move is part of AFM’s drive to di- 
minish unemployment among musi- 








difficulty in getting local CIO lead- 
ers interested in drive to organize 
studio workers. S. B. Newman, IA 
international rep, called as the first | 
witness, told of locals being taken 
over by the International when 
membership dropped off to nothing, 
after the disastrous strike three 
years ago. Asked if he had heard | 
the name of William Bioff, personal 
rep for George E. Browne, IA pres- | 
ident, mentioned in connection with 
the murder of Tom Maloy, Chicago 
unionist, Newman replied, ‘Not to 
my knowledge.’ IA attorney Isaac 
Pacht’s objections brought an end 
to this line of questioning. 

Revealed at hearing that the IA 
studio membership is around 10,000 
active and 2,000 on waiting list. Total 
membership in U.S. and Canada said | 
to approximate 150,000. 

Robert Montgomery, Screen Ac- 
tors’ Guild leader, is to be called as 
a witness later today (Tuesday). | 
Guild board is expected to act on a} 
wire from the membership group 
urging the Actors, Directors and 
Writers Guilds to support the state 
assembly’s investigation of the 
IATSE. Wire read, ‘Committee of 
state assembly is_ investigating 
charges of alleged gangsterism and 
racketeering IATSE officials. We 
feel that as citizens we should sup- 
port this committee which is at- 
tempting to achieve for people of | 
this state what Thomas E. Dewey ac- 
complished for people of N. Y. | 
Moreover, as members of the Screen | 
Actors Guild, whose integrity has | 
been assailed and whose jurisdiction | 
is threatened by IATSE officials, we | 
should be doubly aware of necessity | 
of backing this investigation. We | 
urge board and inter-talent coun- | 
cil to express publicly their support | 
of committee.’ 

Capone’s Name Mentioned 

Names of Scarface Al Capone, | 
arch-racketeer now in Alcatraz 
federal penitentiary, and Tom Maloy, 
former Chicago labor agent, were 
brought into the investigation of the 
International * Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Eimployes before the Cali- 
fornia assembly legislative commit- 
tee investigating activities of IATSE. 
George E. Browne, IA prez, was 
Stated under oath by Stephen B. 
Newman, International representa- 
tive, to receive a salary of $20,000 a 
year plus expenses. Harland Holm- 
den, International vice-prez_ sta- 
tioned in Hollywood, receives $10,000 
a year plus $18 a day and expenses. 
Newman himself is paid $110 a week 
plus $12 a day expenses on occasion, 
he testified. 

Newman denied knowing anything 
of any business connection between 
Browne and Capone, but admitted 
that Maloy, who was slain in a Chi- 
cago gang war six years ago, had 
been an official of IATSE with 
Browne in Chicago at one time. 

Irwin P. Hentschel, of Burbank, 
who has a suit before the L. A. 
superior court now attacking IATSE. 
was a witness before the committee 
and testified that IA has conducted 
its affairs in respect of studio labor 


in a high-handed and _ dictatorial 
manner, 





Neblett’s Coterie 

Col. Clayton Adams and Capt. Wil- 
liam C. Silliman, of the law office of 
Col. William H. Neblett, former law 
Partner of Senator McAdoo, are in- 
vestigators for the committee, which 
was appointed by Speaker William 
Moseley Jones, also of the Neblett | 
office, 

Assemblyman Dawson of the in- 
vestigating committee told Hentschel | 
and his counsel, Carey McWilliams, | 
that in his (Dawson’s) opinion, the | 
committee had been intentionally | 
vlaced in the spot of passing on a | 
Question already pending in court. 

Witness testified that in the head- 
quarters of IATSE there is a ‘com- 
plete gambling outfit including para- 
Phernalia for roulette, craps and 
other games of chance. 

Los Angeles Central Labor Coun- 
cil, affiliated with the American 





| Sciences 


|M. of T, was not a 


| the country, it is 
members of the newly formed group. 


cians. 

Casey and Weber were on: the 
verge of getting together several 
times the past summer in N. Y. to 


| discuss this subject but Weber was 


so pressed by the radio station prob- 
lem that it was decided to defer the 
matter until the broadcast situation 


|} had been ironed out. 





ACADEMY AWARD FOR 


NEWSREELS THIS YEAR| 


Campaign has been inaugurated to 
have the Academy of M. P. Arts and 
and Screen Actors Guild 
include the newsreels when it makes 
its annual 1937 awards. 

March of Time last year was 
designated as having contributed to 
improvement in newsreels during 
1936 and a special award was made, 
Newsreels complained that this was 
leaving them out in the cold; that 
newsreel; and 
some charged that this reel had no 
influence on the newsreels. 

Present drive would have the 
award made to the newsreel con- 
tributing the best story during the 


| year, in order to encourage compe- 


tition among the five reels. 





Soundmen in A.F.L. 

Theatre sound men have organ- 
ized the Society of Sound Engineers 
and have applied to the IATSE for 
an A.F. L. charter. So far the 
IATSE determination on the matter 
has not been revealed. The appli- 
cation was filed several weeks ago. 

Sound engineers in theatres over 
understood, are 





Federation of Labor, charged that 
there is collusion between the com- 
mittee and the Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization. Chairman Richie 
of the committee retorted that two 
of the committee members are AFL 
members, including himself, and that 
the body is impartial. 
IATSE Men Called 


IATSE officials expected to testify 
include Harland Holmden, inter- 
national v.p.; William Bioff, personal 
rep of George Browne, IA prez; Ste- 
phen B. Newman, international 
representative, and Sidney Criegan, 
general auditor. Others to be 
called include Robert Montgomery, 
president of the Screen Actors Guild, 
Louis B. Mayer, Pat Casey and other 
industry tops. 

Producers last week renewed their 
offer to turn over operation of Cen- 
tral Casting Corp. to the SAG as the 
result of complaints that many ex- 
tras are unable to earn a living 
wage. No one believes SAG will ac- 
cept the proffer due to the high cost 
of maintaining CCC, also because the 
Guild would have to change its 
fundamental legal setup in order to 
de so. Annual cost of CCC to the 
producers runs around $150,000. 

Brief strike at Columbia resulting 
in some production confusion was 
quickly washed up and time lost due 
to the interruption was made up 
through the week. 

SAG Purges Extras 

SAG now is engaged in having a 
purge to reduce its membership 
down to legitimate numbers so that 
all will be able to earn a living. 
First lopped off will be extras delin- 
quent in paying their dues, including 
several hundred players. Also, hun- 
dreds of children are being dropped. 

Objective is te slice membership 
from the top of around 9,000 to 
3,000 or 4,000, with further means of 
accomplishing this to be decided by 
a committee composed of Kai 
Schmidt; Eric Alden and Clayton 
Jones. Work is available currently 
for an average of around 500 players 
daily, 
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Really Meant It 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Marie Bodie, dancer, doing a 
terp hula routine in ‘Hawaii 
Calls’ for Sol Lesser, threw her 
hip out of joint while shaking 
out a hot sequence and had to 
be given emergency treatment 
on the set. 











NOT GUILTY IN 
THEATRE BINGO 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
Ray O’Rourke, proprietor of the 
| Doris, was acquitted by a jury last 
| Tuesday (9) of charges growing out 
|of operation of a bingo game at his 
; theatre. He was accused of running 
jan illegal lottery. 
O’Rourke and five other house 
owners were pinched a coupla years 
|ago in sudden police drive on the 
| bingo games. All the other cases 
| were quashed or thrown out of court 
} o2.% pt O’Rourke’s. He had his post- 


|poned several times awaiting a de- | 
icision in another court on the gen- 
| j 


| eral legality of the game. 

| Judge Harry S. McDevitt has had 
the other suit for seven months now 
without giving a decision and there 
is strong possibility that one may 
never be handed down. 

Tired of the charges hanging over 
him O’Rourke finally decided to let 
his case go to court last week. His 
attorney; James Masterson, argued 
that there was no lottery involved 
inasmuch as customers had paid 
nothing to play the games. Further- 
more, he pointed out, anyone could 
play out in the lobby without paying 
admish at all. 

O’Rourke maintained that to find 
him guilty of the charges would be 
prejudice because the games are be- 
ing played in hundreds of other 
houses throughout the state. 

The jury of seven men and five 
women (many of whom were regular 
bingo patrons) brought back the not 
guilty verdict. 





Camera Heater Curbs 
Delay in Frigid Shots 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Ed Tiffany, Grand National’s cam- 
era head, is the inventor of an au- 
tomatic device for heating film cam- 
eras and doing away with difficulties 
heretofore experienced in shooting 
on outdoor locations in zero weather. 

Invention had its initial test in 
shooting footage on ‘The Barrier,’ 
Harry Sherman, Paramount release, 
in the ftigid country around Mt. 
Baker this autumn, On this occa- 
sion it is credited with preventing 
costly delays. 





Pix Editors Tilted 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Producers on Monday night (15) 
signed a pact with the Society of 
Motion Picture Film Editors, guar- 
anteeing feature editors $100 weekly 
minimum and $75 for cutters on 
shorts. 

Assistant cutters draw 10% 
increases. 


wagret 








National Minimum 


Laws May Mean 


Wage and Hour 
Boosted Payrolls 


For Small Ops; Won't Affect Chains 





i 
| With several states, including New 
York, Pennsylvania and Michigan, 
using special boards on labor or 
wage-hour matters and Congress 
likely to pass on wage-and-hour leg- 
islation at the present special ses- 
sion, a larger payroll looms for small 
|theatre operators and independent 
icircuits in the near future. 


} 
| 





Larger theatres and major circuits | 
| currently are operating well within | 
| ® . . 
|a proposed minimum of work hours | 


| or stipulation as to wages. Hence, | 
|few if any of them can see where | 


| wage-hour legislation or state regu- | 
will alter their present pay- | 


| lation 
roll lineup, or change working hours 


BLANK’S 25TH ANNI TO 
BE SIGNALIZED DEC. 9 


A. H. Blank, pioneer theatre op- 
|erator and one of the more impor- 
tant of the partners in the vast Para- 
mount chain, celebrates his 25th} 
year as an exhibitor Dec. 


|his quarter century as a showman. 
In connection with the 25th anni- 
versary the Blank circuit is staging 
an affair Dec. 9 in Des Moines 
| which is expected to be attended by 
top executives of Par as well as 
those of other companies dealing | 
with the midwestern chain. Blank, 
now a 50-50 permanent partner in 
Paramount, has over 75 theatres in 
Iowa, Nebraska and Illinois. 

Ralph Branton, g.m. for Blank, is 
in charge of the anniversary party. 


N.Y. Par’s Must-See 











A plan is being worked out by 
Paramount to issue a pass to the 
Paramount, N. Y., on each picture 
playing house to all employees of 
the home office. On such personnel 
passes there will be a 10c service 
charge by the theatre, this money to 
go into a special fund for the benefit 
of employees and their families. 

About 750 persons will receive the 
passes, good for two, but one restric- 
tion will be that when pictures are 
held over at the N. Y. Par the em- 
ployees are to go on the final week, 
whether second, third or fourth. In 
addition to the benefits that will ac- 
crue through the fund receiving the 
service charges on the passes, all 
employees will become more familiar 
with Par product through seeing all 
the pictures exhibited at the New 
York house, 

The fund alone should net around 
$3,000 yearly from the 10c service 
fees. 

Up to now a small portion of per- 
sonnel, mostly executives, have 
passes to the Paramount. In all other 
companies it’s that way, too, 





Warners and Musicians Showdown 


In Philly Due Tomorrow (Thurs.) 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

First meeting to consider the 
highly-explosive situation between 
Warner Bros, circuit and Musicians’ 
Local is set for Thursday (18). A. A. 
Tomei, prez of the tooters, will meet 
with Ted Schlanger and-Dave Wesh- 
ner, WB execs, to talk turkey on 
new termer for next year. 

Whole town has its fingers in its 
ear, waiting for the fireworks to go 
off. There may, however, be a 
surprise, with Tomei in a very con- 
ciliatory mood due to the fact that 


and some of his own men even feel 
he’s been a little too tough. 

Principal subject of discussion will 
be the orch at the Fox theatre. 
House dropped vaude last spring and 
has had no use for a band ever since. 
Warners hasn’t hedged on fact they’d 
like to get rid of it: 

However, they do need a band in 





with flesh shows. House is a dead 


he’s running for reelection Dec. 2) 


the Earle, which is doing nifty biz | 


loss without vaude. Which gives 
Homei a strong bargaining lever. He 
| threatens to yank the band from the 
Earle if it’s dropped at the Fox. 


j}so that additional employes would 
have to be placed at work. 

Present indications are that any 
Federal wage-hour law would pro- 
| vide a flat minimum wage, with dif- 
| ferential for the Southern states, and 
ta limit on the number of hours an 
|employee shall work. <Any wage 
|minimum around $12 or $14, and a 
44-hour week, would not interfere 
with current circuit operations or 
big theatre payrolls. If anything, it 
would tend to lower wages for non- 
union workers and extend their 
working hours. 

No states thus far have placed in 
|effect drastic wage-and-hour laws 
fer the simple reason that they fear 
| industries affected would move to 
other nearby states. Which is one 
of the main reasons why there is a 
big movement on for a _ national 
wage-hour measure. 

Large picture houses now operate 
on a fairly short working week, with 
two staffs manning the theatre. 





| These may be open from 11 a.m until 
| midnight yet the average employee 


works seldom more than 44 or 45 


9, with hours because of this split arrange- 
'plans being laid for observance of | ment. 


Majority of such theatres also 
pay well above any suggested mini- 
mum for most of their workers. 

But in smaller theatres, even with 
only three performances daily, and 
close-down period from 4 to 6:30 for 
most employees, many work 8 to 9 
hours daily or 56 to 63 hours weekly, 
Any minimum’ wage - stipulation 
would hit them, too, because of 
small salaries paid cashiers, ushers 
and doormen. Some of these smallie 
houses pay under $2 per week to 
ushers while some don’t pay any- 
thing, using neighborhood film en- 
thusiasts, the youngsters getting to 
see the show for ushering one day 
per week. 

Those familiar with wages paid 


Idea; Familiarize Pix before the NRA went into operation 


now realize why the present drive 
to unionize in theatres in gaining mo- 
mentum, with the Wagner act 
okayed. NRA officials found indie 
houses in the Middle West who were 
paying non-union projectionists less 
than $20 per week, with cashiers get- 
ting less than $5. In contrast, the 
urfion boothmen were getting $125 
for doing much the same work or 
not as much in larger city houses. 
Best chance for theatre employees 
in smaller situations now, even un- 
der a national wage-hour law, will 
be the Wagner act, according to 
those familiar with working condi- 
tions. Any proviso of national scope 
making $12 or $14 a minimum wage 
will mean a complete revamping of 
operations for the smaller exhibitor. 





Oklahoma’s Law 
Oklahoma City, Nov. 16. 


Wage-hour rulings for 1938 may be 
made for the film business in this 
state shortly. Law empowers com- 
mission to set wages and hours for 
employees in each industry, after 
both sides are heard, State exhibi- 
tors do not expect much of a break 
because rulings in other industries 
have gone against recommendations 
of employers, 

Hearings would affect only non- 
union workers, including ushers, 
doormen and managers. Circuit 
wages and hours generally are okay. 
Here, cashiers get $14 to $15; door- 
men, $12.50, and ushers, $11, on two- 
per-day shift basis. Figures vary in 
other localities. 

Smaller exhibitors in towns and 
lesser cities will be hit the most on 
any new wage-hour setup, according 
to present indications. Right now it 


| Same thing occurred last year, forc- | looks like the industry might face 


| ing WB to acquiesce when the Earle | 


slipped into the carmine, 

Tomei also succeeded in getting 
| bands into a flock of nabes coupla 
| days a week during past season by 
| refusing to negotiate on Fox or Earle 
termers until the nabe question was 
settled. Something similar’s likely 
| to happen again, because vaude has 
been no bonanza to WB in these 
houses. 

| Special general membership meet- 
| ing of the Local yesterday delegated 
to the exec board full power to deal 
' with Carman, Fays, Shubert, Bijou, 
| Troc and Wainut in negotiating new 
| contracts. Board has 


ners. Tomei indicated he'll attempt 
to get some minor increases in these 
‘other houses, 


no right to) 
| sign anything, however, with War- | 


some raises and trimming of work- 
ing hours, 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Theatre industry will get a hearing 
before Pennsy Labor and Industry 
Department Friday (19) on its re- 
quest for exemption from the 44- 
hour-week bill, which goes into effect 
| here Dec. 1. 
| Measure, which applies to all in- 
dustries, restricts working week to 
| 44 hours in 5% days. United Motion 
| Picture Theatre Owners will not ob- 
| ject to 44-hour provision, but will 
|ask that time be extended over six 
days. 

George P. Aarons, secretary and 
counsel of the organization, will pre-e 
|sent the argument. Hearings were 
originally skedded for last Friday. 
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New Limitations Against U. S. 
Distribs Being Framed in France 


Paris, Nov. 5. 
Old bugaboo of new laws and re- 
strictions harmful to American film 
interests in France has appeared 
again, with all the threat it held be- 
fore the French-American trade 
treaty became effective. 


Although treaty terms stipulate 
that American films are to be ac- 
corded no less favorable treatment 
than when it went into force, there 
are strong feelers already out to dis- 
cover means of side-stepping it. 

One and probably two parliament- 
ary bills now are taking form and 
may come to life as soon as their 
backers think they have a chance 
of being passed by the Chamber and 
Senate. 


The first is that framed by Jean 
Zay, minister of National Education. 
Although complete terms have not 
yet been worked out he has already 
obtained permission of the cabinet 
to present it. Complete secrecy has 
surrounded what the bill contains, 
but well-informed sources siate it 
will carry, if presented in any.ning 
like its present form, the following 
ideas: 

(1). A definite statute placing the 
French cinema industry on a more 
sound footing than it now holds in 
regulatory laws. 

(2). Creation of a central commit- 
tee or control body which would 
handle all collections for distribu- 
tors throughout the country. This 
would mean that American concerns, 
instead of handling their own busi- 
ness, would have to deal with the 
control body. This measure would 
also include supervision of collec- 
tions from theatres also. 

(3). Possibility of a clause requir- 
ing the single feature program 
throughout the country. Either that, 
or, put a limit on the length of 
film that can be offered on one com- 
plete program—making it short 
enough to make impossible to show 
two features. 

Zay has also gone on record as 
being favorable to an idea which 
would make it possible for the better 
films to be exempt from a certain 
percentage of the taxes now im- 
posed. 

Recently he intimated that his bill 
would be ready in a month’s time, 
stating ‘it is necessary to purify the 
French cinema industry.’ 

Besides what Zay may do, there 
still remains the Cinema Commis- 
sion of the Chamber which Jean- 
Michel Renaitour heads. This body 
has made a study of the industry 
and also has a great many ideas of 
how its ills may be cured. Whether 
it will present a separate bill is not 
yet known, but Renaitour has made 
it clear what some of the measures 
the commission thinks it advisable to 
take. 

Like Zay, it is also for the exemp- 
tion from tax idea, which is a form 
of subsidy in reverse with the cen- 
tral control body to handle collec- 
tions, which Renaitour believes 
would stop abuses and bring in all 
money due the state. Renaitour 
would go:so far as to have all cine- 
ma tickets printed in a central shop 
and have them numbered like lot- 
tery tickets. 

The commission would also like to 
see a new system of censorship in- 
troduced, but this would mainly 
affect French films. French  pro- 
ducers would then have to get a 
visa for a scenario before beginning 
production and only films which 
were of the best type and help to 
propagandize France would be al- 
lowed to be exnorted. 

If the single feature program 
measure is ever adopted it means the 
loss of 70% of U. S. distributors’ 
business, 

Of all the ideas most of them are 
aimed at foreign films being shown 
jn France, which means American to 
the greatest extent. 

Whether these measures, if passed, 
ever could be put in effect without a 
clear break of treaty terms has yet 
to be seen. 





Perkins of Par in N. Y. 


J. E. Perkins, foreign representa- 
tive for Paramount at Shanghai, ar- 
rived in N. Y. Monday (15) from 
the Coast. He will be here for sev- 
eral weeks for confabs. Perkins 
only recently arrived in San Fran- 
cisco from China. 

No decision has been reached to 
fill vacancy caused by the recent 
death of Tom Cochrane, foreign chief 
in Japan-China-Philippines territory. 











Top Budapest Producers 


In Financial Trouble 


Budapest, Nov. 8. 

Hirsch and Tsuk, picture pro- 
ducers, distributors and owners of 
Kamura theatre, have stopped pay- 
ments and are negotiating with cred- 
itors. They probably will be able to 
come to a peaceful settlement and 
regain their good standing in the 
trade. 

Hirsch and Tsuk made two of the 
best Hungarian pictures last year, 
‘Gold Man’ and ‘New Squire.’ 





Hungarian National 
Theatre Celebrates 
100 Years Existence 





Budapest, Nov. 8. 

National theatre celebrated its 
centennary here .with real pomp 
Performance of the program with 
which the theatre opened 100 years 
ago, a session at the Academy of Sci- 
ence, a dinner and Official reception 
were among the celebrations. 


The National theatre was built out 
of endowments and funds collected 
from the .people.. National is state 
subsidized and not a paying con- 
cern, although often playing capac- 
ity. Tickets are cheap. They do 
repertory and modern plays with a 
sprinkling of classics, Hungarian and 
foreign. Shakespeare is a big money- 
maker, and used frequently. 

Magyar theatre, celebrating its 
40th anniversary at the same time, 
also considers Shakespeare good, and 
put on ‘Richard III’ as a jubilee pro- 
duction. 


M-C’S 2D ‘RASPUTIN’ 
LIBEL SETTLEMENT 


London, Nov. 16. 

Second successful libel action 
which grew out of Metro’s ‘Rasputin’ 
was settled in favor of the plaintiffs, 
Prince and Princess Alexis Pavlo- 
vich Chegodieff, in high court Mon- 
day (15). Terms of the settlement 
were not disclosed. 

Both plaintiffs contended that the 
film libeled them in character por- 
trayals of Prince Paul Chegodieff 
and his wife. Counsel Norman 
Birkett charged that film repre- 
sented the prince as having been 
connected with the murder of. Ras- 
putin and that the representation of 
the Princess ‘constituted the gravest 
libel.’ 

Birkett stated that Metro offered 
acceptable terms and added that the 
company had expressed sincere re- 
gret for the unintentional use of a 
name similar to that of the plaintiffs, 
on whom -no reflection was intended. 
He added that M-G had behaved 
with complete propriety in its desire 
to vindicate the plaintiffs. 

Other action was brought three 
years ago in 1932 by Princess Irina 
Youssoupoff, who received $250,000 
in settlement of. her libel claims 
against ‘Rasputin the Mad Monk.’ 
Suit, said to have resulted in the 
highest libel, settlement éver paid, 
was handled by Fanny Holtzman, 
American Portia. 











‘Bengal Lancer’ Finally 
OK’d for Italian Release 


Permission finally has been grant- 
ed to Paramount to release ‘Lives 
of a Bengal Lancer’ in Italy. For 
nearly two years that okay has been 
held up since originally fixed for 
Italian release. 

Par sent ‘Lancer’ to Italy when 
picture originally was approved. 
After dubbing it in Italian, but be- 
fore it could be released, Ethiopian 
campaign got under way, changing 
entire setup. Apparently, the saga 
of an English trooper was not 
deemed proper fare at the time, be- 
cause a certificate was refused. 





Melbourne Quota Stalemate 
Melbourne, Oct. 28. 


Victorian government is not both- | 


ering at all with Quota Act as 
brought in some time ago. 

Public not bothering either to sub- 
scribe to production units attempt- 
ing to break into the field, 


NO. 1 ITALIAN LEGIT CO. 
BACK AFTER S. A. TOUR 


} Rome,’ Nov. 8. 

| The Renzo Ricci-Laura Andani 
‘company, recently returned from a 
tour of South American theatres, 
was given the honor of inaugurat- 


ing the official legitimate season at 
Rome's No. 1 legit house, the Ar- 
gentina, in Shakespeare’s ‘Taming of 
the Shrew.’ Legit season opening 
here is an official function. 


Ricti-Andani company was direct- 
ed by Anton Giulio Bragaglia on its 
S. A. tour. During coming legiti- 
mate season it will be directed by 
Luciano Ramo, Guido  Salvini, 
Ernesto Sabbatini and by the leading 
| man, Renzo Ricci. Plan to produce 
‘High Mountains,’ by Salvator Gotta: 
‘Napoleon Alone,’ by Paul Raynal, 
land ‘The Man Under Water,’ by 
Enrico Bassano. 


Ceremon:es initiating the official 
legit season, similar to the ceremony 
here, were held at same time in 
other Italian cities. Pirandello’s 
‘Think of It, Jack’ ushered in season 
at_ Turin, and his ‘Joy of Honesty,’ 
at Venice. At Milan Forzano’s 
| “Villafrance’ was presented, arid at 


Genoa, Goldoni’s ‘The Liar.’ Naples 
started with Romualdi’s ‘The Little 
King.’ 

There are several new plays 


planned for this season among which 
are ‘Even in Chicago the Violets 
Bloom,’ ‘Bauzzichini,’ ‘The Stars 
Laugh’ and three new plays by Ugo 
Betti, ‘One Lovely Sunday in Sepe 
tember,’ ‘Our Dream’ and ‘A Little 
White Lie.’ 


British Nabe Newsreel 
Chain Folds; Lost Coin 


London, Nov. 9. 

Unsuccessful attempt to build up 
a chain of newsreel theatres in the 
sticks is revealed in annual report 
of the board of Capital & Provincial 
News Theatres, organization con- 
trolled by Norman Hulbert, M.P., 
which operates small houses in the 
West End and elsewhere. 


Aside from a small theatre off 
Piccadilly Circus, company’s main 
ventures are at stations of main rail- 
ways where business is okay. Com- 
pany theatres started at Porismouth, 
Southampton, and Tooting, South 
London downtown section did so 
badly that Hulbert sublet them. 


On the successful group, C. & P. 
earned profit of about $50,009 last 
year but it lost nearly $43,000 on bad 
site flops, eventually finishing $21,000 
in red, 

Company has decided to concen- 
trate on theatres in populated spots. 











Gracie Fields Being 
Set for Aussie Tour 


Sydney, Nov. 2. 
Charles Munro, of Hoyts, is dicker- 
ing with Gracie Fields for a tour of 
Australia and New Zealand. Provid- 
ing suitable terms can be arranged, 
the British femme will make the trip 
early next year. 


Munro said his circuit is willing 
to play big stage acts from time to 
time with films when of international 
importance. 


‘Cavalier’ Folds 


London, Nov. 16. 
‘Laughing Cavalier’ closes at the 
Adelphi, Nov. 20, after one month 
here. William Molison — produced 
the romantic musical by Reginald 
Arkell. 


‘Ninety Sail,’ originally produced 
by Miles Malleson in the provinces, 
is now being reproduced with a 
different cast owing to Malleson’s 
| film commitments. Show is being 
taken off the-road for a fortnight 
and then goes to Shaftesbury for 
week of Nov. 22, replacing Stanley 
Lupino’s ‘Crazy Days.’ 











Flu Halts Jannings’ Tour 
Berlin, Nov. 8. 

At the start of his tour of Scandi- 

navian countries, to p.a. his last sea- 

son’s prize winner, ‘The Ruler,’ 

Emil Jannings was stricken with flu. 


| King Gustaf of Sweden had grant- 

ed him an audience, but it was can- 
celled because of this sickness, Emil 
iwas attended by the King’s own 
| private doctor. 








Paralysis Outbreak 
Hits Victoria Biz 
Melbourne, Nov. 8. 

After a couple weeks’ lull, infan- 
tile paralysis is spreading again in 
Victoria. With new cases reported 
at the weekend it looks as though 
the b. o. will again take a beating. 

City shows have been on upbeat, 
but matinees are off. Parents will 
not take any risk with youngsters 
attending shows, and as a result the- 
atres are suffering throughout state. 
One theatre playing a British fea- 
ture got only $105 during one-day 
date. 

With the big racing carnival due 
soon, it is expected that city biz will 
pick up despite outbreak, but nabe 
operators will not benefit. 

During the last three months all 
exhibitors have suffered, with losses 
running into thousands. 





Denmark Restricts 
Cinema Earnings To 


$4,000 for Each House 


Copenhagen, Nov. 3. 

Hitherto the life of Danish cinema 
owners has been a happy one. The 
state appoints the men, who are 
allowed to have a cinema and use a 
sytem that gives licenses to all peo- 
ple (politicians, retired actors, rich 
widuws)—except film people. 

The cinemas are few, the rentals 
fixed (30% is paid in rental for all 
films), the seats are horrible, but 
nevertheless the cinemas are full al- 
most every evening in gay Copen- 
hagen. There are only about. 40 
houses for the almost 900,000 inhab- 
itants. Most cinema owners earned 
50,000 to 100,000 kroner net ($10,000- 
$20,000) without much trouble. 

But now the government has 
changed its mind. From next year 
no one can earn more than 20,000 
kroner ($4,000) net per year, and 
several new cinemas are being erect- 
ed. Two licenses have been given 
to retired legitimate theatre direc- 
tors who have lost everything, one 
to a captain, who lost a lot of money 
on a classical open-air theatre and 
one will be given to a journalist on 
the government newspaper. 


NAZI-JAP ACCORD ON 
FILMS NOW OFFICIAL 


International Cinema Association 
of Japan has signed an agreement 
effective for one year with a repre- 
sentative of the German Propaganda 
Ministry providing for the exchange 
of cultural and educational films be- 
tween the two countries. Pact comes 
on the heels of the recent Nazi- 
Japanese anti-Communist accord and 
is further indication of the intimacy 
between the two nations. 

Germany is also negotiating with 
an Austrian delegation concerning 
1938 payments to Austrian film in- 
dustry. Present agreement expiring 
Dec. 31, 1937, stipulated 50,000 reich- 
marks were to be transfered monthly 
to the Austrian National Bank for 
German commitments to Austrian 
picture companies. Amount was 
boosted to 100.000. reichmarks 
monthly for second half of 1937, Pay- 
ments are said to be coming through 
regularly. 














668 QUOTA DEFAULTS 


English Exhibitor  Defections 
Times Greater Than Distribs 





200 





London, Nov. 8. 

Total of 668 defaults by exhibitors 
on their quota in the last three 
years was reported in the House of 
Commons by Capt. Euan Wallace, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Trade, answering a query. 

During the equivalent period for 
distributors there had been 30 de- 
faults by the latter, it also was re- 
vealed. 





Steve Evans Clicks Big, 
Ditto Kimberly and Page 


London, Nov. 16. 

Steve Evans, splendid novelty ap- 
pearing at the Holborn, has already 
been extended long beyond original 
time. 

He was brought over for six weeks 
of independent dates and was im- 
mediately given 12 weeks with Gen- 
eral Theatres and Moss Empires cir- 
cuits. Kimberly and Page, vauders, 
made their first nitery appearance 
at the Chez Henri (15). Pair were 





sensational in new location. 


S, Wales Quota 
Due; to Force 
Yanks in Line 


Sydney, Nov. 2. 

Government of New South Wales 
is expected to act soon on the quota 
and other matters affecting the pic- 
ture business. Reported that the 
Film Board of Trade and the Motion 
Picture Distribs Association both 
favor restricting the issuance of the- 
atre licenses in sections already 
overcrowded. 

Probable that the government also 
will take action on the same question 
in an attempt to protect the small 
indie exhibitors. It is also learned 
that the government may introduce 
a 25% right of rejection on foreign 
pix in favor of local and British 
product. But latest indications are 
that an Empire quota is not likely at 
present. 

Quick action is expected on the 
local quota question to bring the 
Americans into line for failing to as- 
sist production in New South Wales. 
Powerful interests are applying pres- 
sure on the government, demanding 
action be taken soon to prevent the 
Americans from dodging their obli- 
gations under the act. 

Unofficial information has _ the 
government being pressed to carry 
out the following suggestions: To 
enforce the quota to the limit; in- 
crease' taxation upon Americans; 
make 25% rejection clause opera- 
tive; prevent over-seating; regulate 
investments of U. S. citizens in 
American distrib units. 

Understood these suggestions are 
aimed at preventing Americans from 
becoming stronger in N. S. Wales, as 
well as keeping American finance 
within a specific limit. However, 
many admit some of the suggestions 
are too drastic, and that the govern- 
ment will think twice before taking 
any action towards lowering the rev- 
enue now obtained, by the govern- 
ment, from U. S. firms operating 
here. 

It now looks like a sure bet that 
before many weeks the government 
will tighten up the Quota Act and 
force the Americans to aid local pro- 
ducers establish a home _ industry. 
Pressure is too strong this time for 
the government to sidestep the issue 
as was done recently. 

Many important huddles have 
taken place within the Motion Pic- 
ture Distribs Association during the 
past few weeks, and several confer- 
ences have been held by certain in- 
terested parties with the Premier of 
N. S. Wales (Mr. Stevens). Amerie 
can distribs are aware that some ace 
tion is in the wind. 

Fortunately an election campaign 
is under way and until this is settled 
nothing definite will be known on 
what the government intends doing 
as regards the quota enforcement. 








Sydney, Nov. 8. 

Federal government was returned 
to power at the Commonwealth 
elections last week. Joe Lyons will 
remain as prime minister. Makes his 
third term, and third defeat of Labor 
party. 

Whether victory will mean any- 
thing to the picture biz remains to 
be seen, though for some time it 
was thought that if the party re- 
mained in power there was possibil- 
ity of an Empire Quota being intro- 
duced. 


BERLIN TRIES OFFICIAL 
PRESSURE ON RENTALS 


Berlin, Nov. 8. 

Since the Third Reich has made 
, up its mind to produce bigger and 
better films, producer exvenditures 
have gone up accordingly. Since 
|this affects distribution prices, Dr. 
| Lehnich, State Commissioner, has 
| decided to regulate matters. Before 
| the rental price of a picture can be 
‘raised above the definite sum already 
set for the year 1937-38, a special 
okay has to be given by him. 

This new decree affects not only 
| the new productions, but those which 
| have been shelved for more than a 
year. The Film Chamber has a 
little way of bestowing favors upon 
the smaller houses in the form of 
diminishing taxes on the receipts. 
Should the exhib try to avoid those 
films with the upper rentals, the 
| Film Chamber regulates by with- 
| drawing the tax reductions. 
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DIVORCED’ QUOTA HITS U.S. 





U. S. Distributors Successful 





Tokyo, Nov. 8. 


Foreign film distributors and pro- 
ducers of Chinese pictures from all 
appearances have the new Manchou- 
kuo motion picture. monopoly on the 
run. After buying all available 
Japanese product and taking options 
on all Jap-controlled European films, 
monopoly still finds there isn’t 
enough by a wide margin to service 
territory. 

Shortage results from the fact that 
American majors apparently have 

agreed not to sell to the monopoly, 
aie the fact that Sino-Jap hostili- 
ties in Shanghai have stopped all 
production activities there. In the 
past these two sources have supplied 
about 80% of the product used_ in 
Manchoukuo. Even assuming that 
Jap subjects can be forced into 50% 

re spots than heretofore, the mo- 
nopoly will still have a long way to 
go supplying the market. Most the- 
afres in the territory are patronized 
by Chinése and exhibs say they don’t 
understand the Jap films as well as 
they do the American and Chinese. 

In order to plug the gap, the Man- 
choukuo Motion Pix Assn. is build- 
ing temporary sound stages and in- 
stalling equipment for turning out 
some quickies. Work was started last 
week iu recruiting 30 native actors 
to play in productions. Idea is to 
continue such production work until 
permanent studios, now under con- 
struction, are completed late next 
year. Outfit claims that the new 
permanent studios will be able to 
care for all requirements on Chinese 
films. 

That the American companies 
mean business in their stand against 
doing biz with the monopoly is evi- 
denced by the fact that all either 
haye or are now in process of liqui- 
dating their affairs and closing all 
offices in Manchoukuo. 

Understood that Japanese distribs 
of European subjects are shying at 
doing biz with the monopoly because 
the cost of titling and other prepara- 
tory work is excessive as compared 
to possible income. 


HIGH TAX ON DUPES 
MULLED BY JAPAN 


Tokyo, Nov. 8. 

Certain departments of the gov- 
ernment are mulling the idea of an 
excessively high. tax on all dupe 
prints imported in the future, if and 
when the present import ban on for- 
eign flickers is lifted. i 

Purpose is to force all importers 
to make titled. dupes here, thereby 
forcing use of Japan-made raw stock 
and building up lab facilities. Pres- 
ent stumbling block, which officials 
are trying to hurdle, is the matter 
of making. dupe ‘tinters. Japan 
doesn’t» manufacture the required 
stock ‘and labs here can’t handle the 
work. Will probably wind up by ex- 
empting tinters. 











Austrians Try Color 





Vienna, Nov. 8. 

After: short close-down, Rosen- 
huegel ateliers has reopened. 
Larmac is producing film ‘Enchanting | 
Theatre’ with Martha Eggerth in 
leading role with Fritz Doogan of 
Holland to play opposite. Schoen- 
brunn ateliers is working on Hans | 
Hinrich film, ‘Pet of Navy.’ 

Intergloria announced they will 
Start next March on the first Aus- 


trian color picture, depicting the life | 


of Casanova, 
title role. 


Gallagher’s ‘Pueblo’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


‘El Cantor del Pueblo,’ Spanish | 
language film co-featuring Carmen | 
Morales and Tito Guizar, is to be 


made by Jack Gallagher on the Sel Z- | 
nick International lot, starting Dec.| Metro in Argentina, 


15. 


In Balking Jap Film Combine 





Typed by Mail 


London, Nov. 16. 
Alistair Sim, film player, can 
tell before opening his mail 


what kind of.a part he is to 
play next. 

Each. studio for which he 
works has a definite type for 
him and all he has to do is look 
at the outside of the envelope 
containing his notification, 











Karl | 


i 


| 


with Hans Albers in | 








HOYTS OUT FOR 
NEW AUSSIE 
OUTLETS 


Sydney, Nov. 2. 


Reported here that a deal is un-| 


derway between Dan Carroll and 
Hoyts for an affiliation similar to | 
that between Snider-Dean . and 
Hoyts. Dan Carroll is managing 
director of the Carroll-Musgrove cir- 
cuit which controls the Prince Ed- 
ward, Sydney. He also is managing | 
director of Birch, Carroll and Coyle, 
Ltd., controlling a large theatre cir- 
cuit in Brisbane, Queensland, 


Carroll admits that certain ne- 
gotiations were under way with 
Hoyts but says nothing 
been set. Carroll also stated that 
within the next three of four weeks 
some biz link might be arranged. In- 
formation from Hoyts confirmed that 
such a deal is contemplated. 

Retirement of Stanley Crick, 20th- 
Fox chief, from the Hoyts board 


means that a position on directorate | 


will be offered Carroll should pro- 
posed deal go through. 

Link between, 
Hoyts, and proposed Carroll-Hoyts 
deal shows the hand of Charles 
Munro, leader in the Australian film 
biz. After Munro's 
America, it was reported he would 
be left holding the bag, with so 
much film product tied up after Nor- 
man B. Rydge and his men decided 
to break away from General Thea- 
tres. 

But Munro had other plans and 
went ahead to align himself with 
Snider-Dean, insuring further ace 
city outlets. The nabe field didn’t 
bother Munro because Hoyts controls 
the largest neighborhood circuit in 
Australia. What he wanted was a 
few more first run spots. 
with Carroll will help Munro just so 
much more. 

For years Carroll’s Prince Edward, 
Sydney, has had an arrangement 
with Par for their top films. 
Whether any deal with Hoyts would 
injure this is not known but it is 
presumed that the situation would be 
taken care of. 

Munro has left to look over the 
Northern Coalfields territory after 
which he will proceed to Brisbane to 
look in at the St. James, 
held by Snider-Dean and included in 
the Hoyts link. 


20th-Fox May Do 


Feature in Japan| 
Tokyo, Nov. 8. 

Shochiku has announced that all 

plans have been perfected for the} 

joint production of one feature with | 

20th-Fox. Twentieth-Fox will send | 

a director, technicians and actors 

here, and production will start in 

December, according to latest infor- | 
mation. 

Story may be based on present 


| Sino-Jap hostilities. 


Moner Named by BFD 
Buenos Aires, Nov. 8. 
Onofroe Moner, former manager of 
has been ap- | 
pointed managing director of British 


Carlos Borosque, who scri ipted, will Film Distributors of Argentina. 


Girect. 


He will start work Dec. 1. 
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Companies See 
| Double Penalty as Result 
| of. New Labor - Backed 
| Move—Bitterly Oppose It 








KORDA-G’DWYN ANGLE | 
| 


London, Nov. 16. 


While support was gaining 
ground for the separate quota 
idea, backed by the  laber 


group, American distributors are 
bitterly opposed to the new 
idea. Some claimed that the 
whole ‘divorced’ quota plan left 
U. S. distributer companies hold- 
ing the bag. 

Forced to buy at- the anwet 
| $75,000 minimum in labor costs, 
| distributors will find a double 
burden because such pictures 
would not_be. pernfitted. to, count 
for the exhibitors’ quota. 

John Maxwell is reported opposed | 
| to the plan and declares it will re- 





} 


+ 





| 








Ostrer Offers New Reciprocity 
Plan for Quota; Maxwell Backs It 





Woolf Pans Quota 


London, Nov, 16. 

Charles M. Woolf delivered a 
slashing attack on the Quota at 
a press luncheon. hére today, 
saying he did not think any act 
would be-any -good, particularly 
in view of the disunity within 
the trade. 

He’ added that he was in fa- 
vor of reciprocity, but also said 
it depended on goodwill on both 
sides and that no law couid ever 
be made to compel people to see 
films they did not want to see. 











+ 





PIX FORECAST 


| lease a flood of quickies on exhibitors. | 
Under the ‘divorced’ or separate | 


quota pian, quotas would be con-| 
siderably lower. Present proposal is | 
to make distrioutors’ quota 124% 


j}instead of 20%, as previously out- 
| lined, and fix the exhibitors’ quota 
jat 10%. However, under the | 


| clause allowing two quotas for labor 
cost productions of $225,000 or | 
more, there will be no splitting the 
quota allotment so that one could go 


class. 

Separate or ‘divorced quota’ prin- 
| ciple is credited to smaller 
| ducers led by Norman Loudon and 
labor interests. It proposes that 
| product eligible for distributors’ 
| quota shall not rank for an exhibit- 
| ors’ quota, and vice-versa. By de- 
manding two classes of quota pic- 
tures, theory is that this would mean 
twice as many British pictures per 
year as compared with what the bill 
can force at present. Supporters 


merit of encouraging Americans to 
buy only British pictures of more 
or less assured entertainment value 
(for Quota).>i Exhibitors are under- 
stood to be definitely against it. 


Other adjustments whith may be 
sought include the. reciprocity phase, 
calling for a drastic change in_ the 
clause encouraging VU. S. distribs to 
buy English product for the Ameri- 
can market. 
| back it. 





Another is the fair, wages clause, 
asked by labor interests. The 
} council clause is still another, be- 
ing the joint plan of major pro- 
ducers, led by Maxwell and the 
| Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Associa- 
| tion, 
lating conditions of trading in U. K. 
| Quality or viewing test for which 
| the C. E. A. still is fighting. 


| 
| Korda-Goldwyn Influence 


If the Korda-Goldwyn situation 
with United Artists works out along 
| the lines presently drawn up, the 
English coin in the deal doubtlessly 
will have some effect on production 
| plans of U. S. producers. Belief 

here is that English money wrapped 
| in deal would insist that a certain 
amount be spent here and with Gold- 
wyn involved in any production, dis- 
tribs here believe this would mean 
more or less costly, elaborate fea- 
tures. Other companies, with any 
| production setup here, certainly 
| would not lag far behind in the cost- 
ly picture-making parade in Eng- 
| land. Thus, the trade here sees other 
| American film companies almost 
_bound to go in for elaborate produc- 
| tion in this country with the Korda- 
| Goldwyn- U. A. deal as it looms. 

| Additional 60 amendments to the 
Quota bill tabled last week ‘brought 
the total to more than 100. More 
than 40 were submitted by the presi- 
‘dent of the Board of Trade including 
proposals for a compromise on the 
'Films Commission via the appoint- 


for distribs and one for exhibitor | 


pro- | 


claim that it would have the added | 


film, 





| divisions claimed that 


| 


? | ranks, 


BRAZIL'S NEW 
POLITICS 


Political developments in Brazil in 
| the past week, which indicate that 
this country is headed for the Fascist 
was viewed as a discouraging 


| business factor by picture home for- 


eign departments in N. Y. Foreign 
the shift in 
Brazil was forecast by action in 
| banning .three feature productions 
recently and ban on book, “Tom 
Sawyer.’ ‘Road Back,’ ‘Sabotage’ 
and ‘Dead End’ were banned and 
same fate seemed in store for film, 
‘Tom Sawyer,’ with action already 


| taken on book. 





Maxwell and Ostrer | 


Experience of Amefican distribu- 
tors in fascist-dominated countries 
has convinced them it hurts business, 
through restrictions, bans and other 
manhandling of product. Italy, Japan, 
Germany and a part of Spain cur- 
rently are classed as being Fascist 
nations. 


ment of a special officer to admin- 
ister the Quota Act. 

Though London critics of the cur- 
rent Quota text see it as anti-pro- 
ducer and anti-exhibitor, analysis of 
its clauses and comparison with the 
1927 Act shows tightening of re- 
strictive clauses against distributors, 
imposition of new penalties and in- 
crease of existing fines. Hence, 
Americans here are inclined to view 
it as a biased attempt at legislation. 

Higher Fees, Penaities 

An instance is the clause on labor 
costs in British pictures, stress being 
laid on the fact that this proviso ap- 


| plies only to distributors who have 


designed apparently to keep | 
|U. S. distribs well in hand by regu- | 


acquired foreign films. Domestic 
product, without any cost stipula- 
tions, is eligible for exhibitor quota 


but for distribs is laid the onus of 


‘acquiring only British pictures in- 
| volving labor costs of not less than 


‘breach of blind and 


$37,500, or $5 per foot. 

With penalties, maximum fine for 
advance book- 
ing clauses (only applicable to dis- 
tributors) jumps from $250 to $1,250. 
Distributor also is compelled to pro- 
duce books for inspection by the 
Board of Trade at any time. Penalty 
for playing unregistered product re- 
mains at $100 per day maximum, but 
there’s a new penalty of $1,250 pro- 
posed for distribution of unregis- 
tered films and another of $100 for 
failure to notify exhibitors of com- | 
plete registration details. Penalty 
for infringement of the Act (default 
on quota footage handled) is to go 
up from $500 to $1,250. 

Trade leaders familiar with the 
situation fear that the absence of 
additional quota certificates for fea- 
tures costing more than $112,500 in 
labor outlay will not be sufficient in- 
ducement to bring costly producing 
operations by American 








companies | 


to English soil. Logic is that the 
distributor firm doubtlessly would | 
rather buy three minimum cost 


films, thus getting three certificates, 
than sink a heavy sum in picture- 
making here, 


London, Nov. 8. 
Isidore Ostrer is in the battle for 
the Quota with a new reciprocity 
policy which he hopes will solve the 


question of best 
dustry 

It proposes that the reciprocal plan 
should be adjusted to guarantee 
Americans an outlay not in excess of 
40% of the amount they would be 
required to spend on acquiring quota 


assisting British in- 


product tor this market. For ex- 
ample. should the minimum cost per 
feaiure for Quota requirements be 


$75,000, with a U. S. 
to acquire 12 ‘gests 
that the distributor firm should have 
the alternative of purchasing genuine 
British product (English-made_ by 
British companies) for American uis- 
tribution to the tune of not more 
than 40% of $900,000 (or 12 times 
$75,000) or $360,000 worth. 

Ostrer claims that this is the only 
way British producers of quality 
pictures will be attracted back into 
production. He brings up the ques- 
tion if there is anything in the Quota 
Act, as now outlined, that will con- 
vince a would-be British producer 
he could make a profit when under 


firm required 
pictures, he sug 


the present act he made a loss. He 
Claims there isn’t. 
Ostrer’s plan suggests that he-is 


still smarting under the cool recep- 
tion accorded G-B product in the 
American market and that he may 
still have his eyes on this mart. 

John Maxwell surprisingly backs 
Ostrer though Ostrer disassociated 
himself from the plan for a Film 
Council with statutory powers advo- 
cated by Maxwell. The Associated 
British chief is convinced that some 
authority such as a film commission 
should be incorporated into the 
Quota act before it finally becomes a 
law. 

Fact that Maxwell and Ostrer ap- 
parently have the same common 
viewpoint should provide a hearing 
for the suggested reciprocity ‘plan. 


Russe Pix Boom In 
U. S.; Amkino’s Net 
To Exceed $500,000 


Increased popularity of Russian- 
made features this year in the U. S. 
is being reflected in the number of 
theatres where the product is being 
played and hike in financial return, 
Amkino Corp., which is the principal 
distributor in this country, now esti- 
mates that there are around 600 thea- 
tres and auditoriums using Russian 
product, though only 10-15% of 
these use them regularly. 

Russian product goes to the Cameo, 
N. Y., first run; the Century (Brandt 
house); Ascot, in the Bronx; People’s 
in Brooklyn and Midtown, Yorktown 
and Costello (all RKO), N. Y. 

While Amkino showed about $500,- 
000 profit last year, present indicd- 
tions are that earnings will be $750,- 
000 this year. This also includes 
earnings on equipment deals. 


ARGENTINE MULLING 
FILM RESTRICTIONS 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 

Dr. Matias Sanchez Sorondo, mem- 
| ber of the Argentine Senat and prez 
of the Argentine Film Institute, has 
returned from an extended Euro- 
pean trip to Italy, France and Ger- 


many. 
Studied especially film business, 
quota regulations and film censor- 


ship in those countries. 


Berlin Title Sapolio 


Berlin, Nov. 16. 
Hollywood has no monopoly on sae 
polio title switches 
Terra pic, ‘The Girl with the Bad 
Rev’ has been retagged ‘The Girl 


with the Good Rep.’ 
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Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Metro release of Harry Rapf production. 


Features Judy Garland. Mickey Rooney, 
Sephie Tucker, C. Aubrey Smith, Ronald 
Sinclair. Directed by Alfred E. Green. 
Story by Eleanore Griffin and 1. Walter 
Rubin; screenplay by Lawrence Hazard; 
songs, Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freej; musical direction, William Axt; 
camera, Leonard Smith; film editor, Elmo | 


Vernon; asst. director, Horace Hovgh. Pre- 
viewed at the Uptown, L. A., Nov. 12, °37. 
Running time, 80 mins. 


Cricket West... .scccecicccces Judy Garland 
Timmie Donovan.....ceeeess Mickey Rooney 
Mother Ralph......-ce. ....-50phie Tucker 
Sir Peter Calverton....... Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Roger Calverton..... e«e--- Ronald Sinclair 
Wilkins. .......:ccceceess- Forrester Harvey 
‘Click’ Donovan....eee-+> Charles H. Brown 
“Dink” Reid... cccceresssees Frankie Darro 
Boo’ Godlrey ..ccccccccsecece Henry Kolker 


They might not break down and 
shed tears, but the racing thorough- 
breds would rise up on their hind 
legs and let out a neigh of protest 
if they knew that their instinctive 
urges to win were 
crooked jockeys, touts and gamblers. 
This film is an-expose of some rather 
crude sleight of hand around the 
paddock. it is piayed as farce com- 
edy, which saves it as entertainment. 
There are many laughs, occasiona 
emotional moments and some thrills 
in the racing scenes. 

Three of Metro’s younger players 
are featured. They are Mickey Roo- 
ney, Judy Garland and Ronald Sin- 
clair, a 14-year-ol° importation from 
New Zealand. In addition, Sophie 
Tucker plays a straight, non-singing 
part, and C. Aubrey Smith does one 
of his 
roles, 

Smith brings his grandson, Sin- 
clair, from England to America- to 
try his luck at the racing piants. He 
is owner of Pookah, and they are 
pointing to the big handicap at Santa 
Anita. Rooney, the leading jockey, 
is retained to ride a warmup race 
in which Pookah is entered. » Rooney 
is tricked by his father, a gambler, 
and throws the race. For this offense 
he is barred from the track and loses 
a chance to redeem himself in the 
big race. Therefore, it is un to Sin- 
clair and he brings home Pookah in 
first place. 

With so trite a racing story Alfred 
E. Green, the director, wisely turns 
to backgrounds away from the bet- 
ting ring for his entertaining mate- 
rial. Miss Tucker operates a board- 
ing house for the jockeys and gets 
over some amusing lines. Little Miss 
Garland, as her niece, sings two 
Brown-Freed songs. Most of the 
fun is from the rough and tumble 
gama between Rooney and Sin- 
clair. 

Film is a dualer of average qual- 
ity. Flin. 


BLOSSOMS ON B’WAY 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of B, P. Schulberg 
production, Stars Edward Arnold, Shirley 
Ross, John Trent. Features Rufe Davis, 
Weber and “Fields, William Frawley, 
Frank Craven. Directed by Richard Wal- 
lace. Screenplay, Theodore Reeves; songs, 
Manning Sherman and Frank Loesser, Leo 
Robin and Ralph Rainger, Phil Boutelje 
and Ralph Freed; camera, Leon Shamroy, 
Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Nov. 
15, ‘37. Running time, 85 mins. 

Tra Collins......seseeseeee+sEdward Arnold 
Sally Shea.....ccccccoscseceees- Shirley Ross 
Neil Graham. ...ccccocccccccees-J0nn Trent 
Sheriff Hollowfy....see....+...Rufe Davis 


WOOP ONE PIGIS, cocccoseccsccs Themselves 
Frencia X. Rush....ccses William Frawley 
P. J. Quinterfield, Sr........ Frank Craven 
“Death Valley Cora’ Keene..,...Kitty Kelly 
P. J. Quinterfield, Jr.......... John Arthur 
Be, CRMs ce ducéissacvas Edward Brophy 
Dr. Gillgallon....... wrrie Charles Halton 
“Fddie’ and ‘Jimmy’.;...The Radio Rogues 
Sere éoceee --+-Frederick Clarke 


_This film is analogous to the little 
girl who, when she was good, was 
ey very good, but when she was 

|. . 

The musical moments are its very 
best, and in view of the fact the titu- 
lar song, ‘Blossoms on Broadway,’ is 
currently perched nicely on the up- 
per reaches of the ladder of best 
sellers, and will undoubtedly have 
some box office attraction through 
that medium. But, generally, it will 
fare but fairishly. 


Aside from the brief sony inter- 
ludes, the pic plods pretty slowly. It 
swings from cops-’n’-crooks melo- 
drama, to farce, to musical, to a gen- 
eral medley of everything, including 
historical biography. Too, for the 
weight and thickness of the plot the 
film could have been around 20 min- 
utes briefer. The telling of the sim- 
ple yarn gets tedious through un- 
necessary repetitions. 

Edward Arnold is cast as a con- 
man and promoter who takes a 
young gir] (Shirley Ross) fresh from 
the farm to carve a stage career in 
the Big Burg, poses her as a fabulous 
femme gold-miner and attempts to 
cash in. Idea is to bilk a miserly 
millionaire (Craven). 

The real femme paydirt-panner is 
kidnaped by the promoter upon her 
arrival in New York. The dune 
works out o.k. until the poser falls 
in love with the man (Trent) she has 
hired as a chauffeur. Simultaneous- 
ly a Nevada hillbilly sheriff (Rufe 
Devis) arrives in town to visit his 
friend, the gal gold-miner, and natu- 
rally learns of the ruse. Afier a 
series of wholly incredible climactic 
situations. the chauffeur turns out to 
be a G-Man. But by that time the 
utter farce calls for a laugh-it-off 
ending in a skit-with-song that takes 
place in a police precinct lineup. 

Despite the lack of story body and 
the incredible situations early in the 
pic, there are many swell moments. 





thwarted by | 


] | 


The finale has a stack of laughs, and 
Rufe Davis gives the film plenty of 
hift when he comes on near the 
| windup. 

| Shirley Ross has two_ standout 
‘songs in ‘Biossoms on Broadway’ and 
|*Can’t Tell a Man by His Hat.’ Other- 
wise she has some rather awkward 
moments trying to do her role. 


Weber and Fields, the vet comedy 
twain, work under the real tags and 
in their old music-hall getups. Their 
material is singularly weak during 
the first half of the footage that car- 
ries them. But the windup strongly 
brings them to the fore. Theyre 
| opera impresarios and a slice of one 
of their productions, ‘Olympiad,’ is 
slipped into the reelage to prove the 
high-water mark of the entire 
works. The said opera performance 
lends with all 
audience swinging the music, with 
'chorus on the stage indulging in 
truckin.’ 
through this number. On perform- 
|ance the team appears to better ad- 
vantage than it yet has in pix. 
| Edward Arnold has no trouble 
| with so light-dramatic a role as that 
|of the promoter; his vigorous por- 
trayal and injection of warmth of 
aaraster lend much that probably 
| wasn’t in the script. As an Irish 
| plainclothesman on the heels of the 
|pronioter William Frawley does his 
istandard. Frank Craven is good in 
|his few scenes as the aged money- 
ibags. Role of his slapsilly, dypso- 
|maniacal son is handled o.k. by 
| Johnny Arthur. 
| Direction and camera earn no spe- 
| cial commendation. Bert. 


SUBMARINE D-1 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Warner Bros. (First National) release of 
Cosmopolitan production. Associate pro- 
ducer, Lou Edelman, Features Pat O’Brien, 
George Brent. Wayne Morris, Frank Me- 
Hugh. Directed by Lloyd Bacon, Story 
by Frank Wead; screenplay by Frank 
Wead, Warren Duff and Lawrence Kimble; 
technical advisor, Commander G. W. D 
Dashiells; asst. director, Dick Mayberry; 
camera, Arthur Edeson; film editor, Wil- 
liam Holmes; musical score, Max Steiner; 
musical director, Leo F. Forbstein; special 





gentlemen-of-the-old-school | 


| 





effects, Byron Haskins and H, F, Koene- 
kamp. Previewed at Warner’s Hollywood, 
Nov. 9, 37. Running time, 100 mins. 

"UCC: UB ETE ss nc cicesiciticcee Pot O’Brien 
Lieut. Commander Matthews..George Brent 
*Sock’ McGillis....... eeeeeeeWayne Morris 
go |. y ST Ere er eoseeeee- Frank McHugh 
Ann Sawyer.....-e. seeeeese--Doris Weston 
x. Te Tee oseccecess- Ronald Reagan 
Admiral Thomas...eccceess.-Henry O'Neill 
MERGERS Fido asec eeceeees.-VDennie Moore 
See errr eooeess. Veda Ann Berg 
Tom Callam.....ce- oseenvess Regis Toomey 
BOM Ge Cis waeeks- sows se ..-Broderick Crawford 
Lieut, Junior Grade........ --- John Ridgely 
Lieut. Senior Grade............ Owen King 
MEE ses ch nevedcoeéte ++e--Wally Maher 
SOU, TEAGON s cccccstcostoc - Jerry Fletcher 


Uncle Sam promises the boys who 
| join the Navy a chance to see the 
world. Some of the lads do better 
than that. They also see what’s be- 
low the ocean’s surface by signing 
up with the submarine division. For 
sustained excitement, suspense and 
thrill it probably is tops in the vari- 
ous government military services. At 
least that is the general impression 
conveyed by ‘Submarine D-l,’ pro- 
duced by Hal Wallis and Lou Edel- 
man for Warners. Pic is released as 
a Cosmopolitan production which 
— it will get the Hearst bally- 

00. 

As an insight into the technical 
|phases of U-boat operations, with 
emphasis on modern apparatus for 
rescue of personnel from a disabled 
vessel, the film is an illuminating and 
instructive document. The U. S, 
Navy, which has been a generous 
host to picture companies for many 
years, has permitted Lloyd Bacon, 
the director, and the Warner actors 
to go under as well as behind the 
scenes. In exchange, they have 
brought to the surface an authentic 
record of deep-sea navigation, dis- 
aster and escape, and an acquaint- 





cers and crew who work together 
with the precision of machinery. 
One of the largest and finest U- 
boats of the Navy was turned over, 
figuratively speaking, to Bacon as 
the workshop for his production. 
Commander G. W. D. Dashielle acted 
as adviser. tory is by a former 


fore, the whole thing bears the 
stamp of genuiness. Whatever liber- 
ties and dramatic licenses are appar- 
ent in the story, which follows the 
What Price Glory’ formula, there is 
no kidding in the naval routines. It’s 
the real thing from uniforms to 
Sauges and gadgets. 

As an auxiliary production aid, 
miniatures and special effects of me- 
ticulous design enhance the actual 
views of sea maneuvers of the en- 
tire Pacific Fleet, including first- 
line battleships, cruisers. chasers, air 
force and submarines. Thus the au- 
dience catches the full significance 
| of simultaneous attack by air, sea 
,and under-surface craft. It’s the kind 
|of star-spangled vision which 
| touches the sensitive emotion of pa- 
triotism. Bacon holds back the Stars 
and Stripes until the right climatic 
moment. Then he gives the pent-up 
cheers a chance to work and the re- 
sponse is music to any box office. 

Of least importance is the story 
which involves Pat O’Brien and 
Wayne Morris, both in the service, 
and Doris Weston, in her cute cat- 
tage. There's a lot of the hell-you- 
say kind of dialog, and some good 
rough humor from Frank McHugh 
and Dennie Moore. George Brent 








wears a_ captain’s uniform, and 
Henry O'Neill carries admiral’s 
stripes. 





To keep faith with the recruiting 





hands and half the | 


Weber and Fields are all | 





naval officer. Frank Wead. There- 


ance with the kind of unsmiling offi-. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry’ 
(MG). Dirty work by gam- 
blers around the racetrack, 
but some amusing contribu- 
tions by Mickey. Rooney, Judy 
Garland, Sophie Tucker and 
Ronald Sinclair. Average dualer. 
‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par). 
Won't do much b.o. blossoming. 
Good songs, but story stumbles 
badly. Stars Edward Arnold, 

‘Submarine D-1’ (WB).—Red 
white and blue service film set- 
up for the first runs. Pat 
O’Brien, George Brent, Wayne 
Morris and Frank McHugh, in 
uniforms. 

‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG). 
Best of the Annapolis stories 
and timely boxoffice because of 





Robert Young, James Stewart, 
Billie Burke ard Lionel Barry- 
nore for the clectrics, and an 
American fiag for the gate. 

‘Million Dollar Racket’ (Vic.). 
Tepid and unimportant indie 
quickie; nothing for marquee 
and not much for any exhib. 

‘Murder on Diamond Row’ 
(UA). British-made mystery 
meller that will have to strug- 
gle to get by on this side. Stars 
Edmund Lowe. 

‘Blazing Barriers’ (Hono). 
Fairly plausible story of C.C.C. 
camp life, with Frank Coghlan, 
Jr.. and Edward Arnold, Jr.; 
dualers only. 











posters the action swings from Long 
Island Sound, through the Panama 
Canal and up the west coast to San 
Diego. There are stops for refresh- 
ment, barroom battles and feminine 
smiles en route. It’s risky occupa- 
tion. but the U-boys do get around. 
Film waves its own flag, the best 
on earth, and with some exhibitor 
push it should do business. Particu- 
larly in the midwest sector where 
most enlisted men come from. Flin. 


Navy Blue and Gold 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Metro release of Sam Zimbalist produc- 
tion, Features Robert Young, James 
Stewart, Florence Rice, Billie Burke, 
Lionel Barrymore. Directed by Sam Wood, 
Story and screenplay by George Bruce; 
musical score by Edward Ward; technical 






director, Harvey Haislip; camera, John 
Seitz; effects, John Hoffman; film editor, 
Robert J. Kern. Previewed at Village the- 
atre, Westwood, Nov. 11, ’'37. Running 
time, 95 mins, 

Meme Babi. .cécccces ----Robert Young 
*Truck’ Cro@Bcccccce -James Stewart 
Patricia Gates...... PT «+--Florence Rice 
Dire. GABOR. .cicocccccscesvesses Billie Burke 


Captain ‘Skinny’ Dawes..Lionel Barrymore 


Richard Gates, Jr... cccceccecce Tom Brown 
Richard Gotes, Sr.........Samuel 8. Hinds 
Tommy Milton.....cecsccccesse-sFaul Kelly 
GYAVECB.cccceccecece escecess- barnett Parker 
WOKS. 0 c0ccccccccccce ee++-Frank Albertson 
Lievtenant Milburn.......... Minor Watson 
Academy Superintendent.Robt. Middlemass 
DE wé sa004 60s 600040006 60802 Phillip Terry 


Charles Waldron 
Coach of Southern Institute...Pat Fidherty 
Lieutenant of Marines......Stanley Morner 
BEOMNOG sy 00 F866 £6406) 60 hasten Matt McHugh 
SER ivi is cn vcdacs ciceeceagus Ted Pearson 


Annapolis is the happy hunting 
ground for Hollywood §scenarists. 
There American youth is steeped in 
the finest Navy tradition. The in- 
domitable spirit of John Paul Jones, 
founder of the country’s sea fighting 
forces, pervades the midshipmen. ‘It 
is not the victory which is important.’ 
says Lionel Barrymore to a group of 
ferocious Navy football players 
(each with manslaughter in his 
heart) before they are unleashed 
against the Army team, ‘it is how the 
fame is played.’ Honor first in all 
things, the boys are taught. 

The formula for the Annapolis fic- 
tion has been established throush 
years with slight variation. Into the 
meltins pot of youth is tossed a boy 
who does not easily mould into the 
system. Comes the moment of self- 
denial, when he subiugates self to 
the good of the institution and his 
fellows, and a new Navy man is 
born. Of such have been scores of 
Annapolis stories, all popular suc- 
cesses. 

‘Navy Blue and Gold.’ which Sam 
Wood directs for. Metro, clings 
closely to the accepted pattern. Be- 
cause it is written. directed and acted 
with more fervor than most of its 
nredecessors, it rates top ranking. 
Chances are that within a few weeks 
after its general release the lives of 
Congressmen will be made miserable 
by an avalanche of applications for 
avpointment to the academy from 
thousands of boys who want to serve 
their country. 

Story by .George Bruce keeps 
within familiar limits, but adds a 
new twist, the willing sacrifice by a 
midshipman who clears the Navy 
record of his father, one-time officer 
of the fleet, discharged for serious 
infractions some time back. 

James Stewart gives a fine per- 
formance of the boy who made good 
for himself and his dad. He also is 
center on the football team, and _it 
appears for some moments that he 
will not get a chance against Army 
while the board is investigating his 
case. Seems that Stewart enrolled 
under an assumed name because he 
is fearful his appointment would be 
refused if authorities learn he is the 
son of a disgraced father. Charges 
against the Jad are dismissed, he gets 





into the big game, and the story ends 





with tear-jerking scenes of paternal 


bliss underscored by a reprise of 


‘Anchors Aweigh.’ 


Stewart’s roommates are Robert 
Young, the unruly midshipman, and 
Tom Brown. Around the experi- 
ences of these three the film un- 
folds the tribulations of first-year 
men, their struggle for schclastic 
standing and their sentimental mo- 
ments. 


Florence Rice is Brown’s very at- 
tractive sister who keeps Young and 
Stewart in anxious suspense. Billie 
Burke again is funny as the couple’s 
mother, and Lionel Barrymore im- 
pressive as an old grad imbued with 
tradition. Paul Kelly is a manly 
football coach and Frank Albertson 
does a standout bit as an upper- 
classman. 


Film is timely first run because 
of the football sequences, which are 
exciting. Entire production has been 
expertly made and is sure — 

in, 


Borrowing Trouble 


20th Century-Fox release of Max Golden 
production. Directed by Frank R. Strayer. 
Story and screenplay, Robert Chapin anda 
Karen De Wolf, based on chiracter created 
by Katharine Kavanaugh: camera, Edward 


Snyder. Reviewed in Praijection Room, 
N. Y., Nov. 15, '37. Running time, 60 
mins, 
SOME MOROR Ss  cocccernceeveses eye Jed Prouty 
Bonnie Jones. .....scsceressss Shirley Deane 
Mrs. John Jones...........Spring Byington 
Herbert Thompson......«-.- Russell Gleason 
SACK. JOMNCH. cs 2 destscorece Kenneth Howell 
ee SUNON...cibedsowtwoeas tu George Ernest 
Lucy Jones, eeee---eJune Carlson 
iGranny Jones... cccccce:s Florence Roberts 
SE ONO Ss lo detacsd daésaee Billy Mahan 
Tommy McGuire..........Marvin Stephens 
SIMCTS, COOUTMO. . o6cescesccenl Andrew Tombes 
Judge Walters...... «++--Howard Hickman 
COG. MUN S «1 kcdachstcode soni Cy Kendall 
wee EY ere eceees-JOSeph Downing 
Lester McGuire... ccscecsscses George Walcott 
ee PFE eA PROT A Dick Wessel 


Lee eueec cece Wade Boteler 
Probably as with no other series, 
the Jones Family can and should get 
the helpful sanction of ‘groups’ be- 
cause of wholesome content and 
general instructiveness to youngsters. 
However, same is cleverly woven 
into well produced little tales and do 
not leave that ‘teacher’ taste kids re- 
sent. For same two reasons they 
can’t miss with the family trade 
among whom they know a nice b.o. 
povularity. For the same reasons 
neither will this one miss out in the 
pleasantly varied collection. 


Further distinction from other 
running yarns is fact that Jones 
story follows chronological develop- 
ments and does not jump around 
aimlessly. Consequently it has more 
credence and attraction. Everything 
follows in sequence. Each picks up 
where the last left off, making for 
a steadier flow and also steadier pat- 
ronage. Idea should be adhered to. 


Finale of ‘Trouble’ finds daughter 
Bonnie finally married to her much 
harried and hurried prospect after 
enough action to ordinarily fill two 
of the chain. Her wedding is almost 
upset when kid brother Roger (one 
of better kid actors) brings a 
slightly wayward pal into the house 
for redemption and rehabilitation. 


Kids start off with a swell fistic 
battle between selves, but end up 
buddies. Experiences. of family 
while handling the problem child 
and offside scrapes that develop lend 
plenty of action, culminating in 
chase of bank robbers and exonera- 
tion of two kids and the bad boy’s 
big brother, a near-hoodlum, also re- 
formed. 


No mistake is made when the in- 
cumbent group was selected to han- 
die the serial assignment. All are 
f00d in the respective spots, aided 
by equally good direction and cam- 
erawork. Hurl. 





LIGHTNIN’ CRANDALL 





Republic release of A. W. Hackel pro- 
duction. Stars Lob Steele. D'rected by 
Sam Newtield Adapted by Charles F. 
Royal from story by E. B. Mann. Camera, 
Bert Longenecker; editor, S.. Roy Luby. 
At Chaloner, N. Y.,,Nov. 13, ’37. Running 
time, 60 mins, 

SOW MNEs» +55 0dsa cocécoenses Bob Steele 
Sheila Shannon... ee---Lois January 
Copies. TIRING: cab ctcctcckcés Charlie King 
Wes. Shannon......eee+..6--Frank LaRue 
MO srseescee erecvcesececes- Ernie Adams 
Parech Darkidd.ssssicoccocsvss Earle Dwire 
Tommy Shannon,...se.......Dave O'Brien 
Bull Prescott..... seecccccess..lLew Meehan 
MUNGO 6446-29 5. 1 ¥e%S0 0% $8euce Horace Murphy 
POE 6666.3 5 6058 60S 650006 Lloyd Ingraham 


_Fair westerner with enough hard 
riding and gunplay to satisfy the 
bloodthirstiest. Fortunately for the 
pic, the cowboy ensemble who par- 
ticipate in the cattle feud are such 
miserable shots that the hero and his 
valiant teammates escape unharmed 
and give the film the traditional for- 
mula ending. 


Story is simple. Deals with ‘Make 
Mine Sasparilla’ Lightnin’ Bob Cran- 
dall, who seeks peace and quiet away 
from his native state where he is 
known as a quick-draw gunman. 
Striking out for Arizona, he runs 
right into the middle of a cattle 
feud. As might be expected he falls 
for the ranchero’s daughter, played 
by Lois January, Helps her and her 
dad fight off the badmen, and wins 
the wench, 


Nothing original about this one 
which sticks to the most elementary 
formula. Evidently only designed to 
fill out bills, it will be okay for ex- 
hibs who want a westerner. It’s well 
enough produced so that none of the 
situations are too phoney, though 
naturally not intended for the soph's- 
ticates, 





— 





She Loved a Fireman 


Warner Bros, release of First Nationa} 


production, Features Dick Foran, Ann 
sheridan, Robert Armstrnog. Directed 

Johnny Farrow. Original story by Carltos 
Sand and Morton Grant; songs, M. xk 
Jerome and Jack Scholl. Previewed in 
Projection Room, N. ¥., Nov. 11, ’37, Run. 
ning time, 57+mims, 

Red po rr pe a Tra Stoves eure Dick Foran 
Margie Shannon...ccec...s+--4 Ann Sheridan 
Shokey Shann.on.........Robert Armstrong 
Skillset. ....cccsces eeeeeeceeesers Eddie Acuff 
BOREy caSecdcvccoce eccccesee- Veda Ann borg 
Mrs. Michaels...ccccsccecess...May Beatty 
Callahan....... ecceccccceces -Kdidie Chandler 
POU. 6405 d606 seccscececcces Lane Chandler 
RAWOC, GIO, onc ccccemecesdscecs Ted Oliver 
DUSEAD. oi ccescce ecvecesesbecs Pat Flaherty 


Two-gun Dick Foran is now a fire. 
man, Cowboy film hero has laid 
down his shooting irons for a peace. 
time role. He has forsaken the pop. 
offs for a brass-button uniform and 
the hook and ladder. His weapon is 
a firehose, but he twirled guns better 
than he does a hose. All the same, 
Foran has lost none of his lumbering 
amiability or zest in transferring 
from the alfalfas. For the under. 
bills this action picture is okay. 

Foran mixes with a more astute 
group of performers than has been 
his tot in the past, and he makes the 
most of it. Robert ; th 
other end of a he-man duet over- 
shadows big Dick, but at the same 
time hustles him along into the spot- 
light neatly. 

Big Dick used to be a bookie, but 
gave up all that to live the easy life 
of a truck polisher in a firehouse, 
He proves not to be cooperative and 
manages to get jammed with his 
superiors. Especially, later, when he 
flirts with a manicurist, then dates 
her, and that girl is the captain’s sis- 
ter. That's when Armstrong gives 
Foran the strong-arm salute. 

The finish is an expected one, 
wherein Foran proves to be a better 
fireman than believed to be. He 
saves Armstrong in a severe blaze 
while fire tugs spray that waterfront 
in a clinching action scene. 

With Eddie Acuff for a sprinkle of 
comedy, the picture ought to give the 
kiddies a healthy kick. It’s pretty 
lightt adult entertainment. 

Ann Sheridan has much to say but 
little to do in her role. Okay as the 
romantic foil. Mostly interiors, and 
not very handsome, but between a 
fight or two and that warehouse fire, 
the kids will get enough ——. 

an, 
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Murder on Diamond Row 


(‘The Squeaker’) 
(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

United Artists release of London Films 
production. Stars Edmund Lowe, Features 
Sebastian Shaw, Ann Todd, Tamara Desni, 
Robert Newton. Directed by William K. 
Howard. From novel, ‘The Squeaker,’ by 
Edgar Wallace; adaptation, Bryan Wallace 
and Edward O. Berkmen; songs, William 
Kernell and Edward O. Berkman; film 
editor, Russell Lloyd; photography, Georges 
Perinal, At Rialto, N. Y., week Nov. 11, 
‘37. Running time, 75 mins. 
Barrabal...... chtnendcedcece. mameane Lowe 
Frank Sutton......e.eeee+-Sebastian Shaw 
Carol Stedman. .ccceocccccses 
Tar-ara he eneescosesaneese. Desai 
Larry Graeme...cecsccceses Robert Newton 
Inspector Elford.ceccccssesss-Allan Jeayes 


seeeeee 


Joshua Collie...cccccscecccsee/ Alastair Sim 
Supt. Marshall. ccccceses.-..Stewart Rome 
Mrs. Stedman......++.+..Mahbel Tery-Lewis 
Me,. Pield.scevseces Cadeneeee Gordon McLeod 


This picture, just a fair mystery, 
was formerly known as ‘The 
Squeaker,’ and under that title was 
first seen in London, where proe 
duced, in September. Held for release 
in this country by United Artists, 
picture retained its original title until 
about a week ago, when decision was 
reached to give it a more meaningful 
b.o. name. Prior to this change there 
had been some _ confusion over 
‘Squeaker,’ theatre operators and 
others thinking ‘Squealer’ was the 
word, 

The dictionary informs that 
‘squeaker,’ in slang, means an in- 
former or one who betrays. While 
it may be more generally recognized 
as a word and as to meaning in Eng- 
land, over here the change in title 
was probably wise. There is con- 
siderable mention of The Squeaker, 
one of the characters, in the action 
of the picture, however, and this 
may be a little confusing, but can’t 
be removed. In transit from early 
London playdates to New York about 
four minutes have been cut, bringing 
the time for the meller down to 75. 
Even more could have been trimmed, 
including the two mediocre songs 
rendered in night club scenes by 
Tamara Desni. Not only the songs 
but Miss Desni’s singing are away 
below par. . 

Numbers are ‘He’s Gone,’ which 
is reprised, and ‘I Can’t Get Along 
Without You,’ both being tied into 
the action and lyricized to accen- 
tuate the romance between Miss 
Desni and Robert Newton. Miss 
Desni’s performance otherwise rates 
pretty good, topping the work of Ann 
Todd, who is more importantly cast 
as the femme lead opposite Edmund 
Lowe in an average mystery meller 
further enrichinz lore of Scotland 
Yard. Lowe is all right as a detec- 
tive, while Miss Todd, opposite him 
on the romantic end, is a disadvan- 
tage. An usual type, especially for 
a reporter role, is Alastair Sim. The 
Squeaker himself is played by Se- 
bastian Shaw, who looks too much 
like a matinee idol to be the tough 
guy and killer he’s supposed to be. 

Production generally is not up t 
standard, but in spite of some ba 
photography and pacing of story, 
plus cast weaknesses, the picture 
manages to hold the interest fairly 
and may get by in America. though 
distinctly for the dualers. Char. 
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ADVENTURE’S END 


al release of Trem Carr produce 
en eamechate producer, Paul Malvern, 
Directed by Arthur Lubin. Story, Ben 
‘Ames Williams; screenplay, Ben G. Kohn; 
cameramen, Gus Peterson and John Fulton. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Nov. 
10, '37. Running time, 63 mins. 


Sidd@.<ccccccccccecccese.conn Wayne 
ce, beac ecocesvecessDiana Gibson 
Rand Husk......-+-- «oeseeee-Moroni Olsen 
Capt. Abner Drew. ..++«++e.-Montagu Love 
Biackie......+++ aeaeesee --Maurice Black 
Kalo...-.++++ -+--K’aul White 







SIIVETS. ce ceercceees eccecceseeCameron Hall 
oo anager beniemaaae 8 J. Kelly 
Tom..... ecccvccccccscees George Cleveland 
CHIPS. .cereeesesceveees Oscar W. Sundholm 
Hooten. cecescesess ecvecccesedames T. Mack 
Barzek.ccocecccccsses «+e+++-Glenn Strange 
WiGWOS. . cagicsccds Mesdsadestca wens Baws 
Flench..c.scccececeves +ese++.dimmie Lucas 
Stantial....---c-+. cb ateesecteses Ben Carter 
Hardy...ssccsercccccvccsesecess Britt Wood 


Impossible situations, poor dialog 
and valueless marquee both on cast 
and title, leave little worth-wnile. 
Kids might get a few laughs from 
watching their black counterpart 
(native boy Kalo) act as liaison be- 
tween John Wayne, his hero, and a 
cut-throat crew. For adults, the 


phoney cockney accent and verbiage | 


kid spouts is a stage wait. Same 
type of sappy dialog is put into 
mouths of nearly all characters ex- 
cept Diana Gibson, who has little to 
do but look pretty. 


Nixon, of another day. 


Camera crew might have done 
better in filming storm scenes. Lat- 
ter are so phoney as to appear to 
have been shot in a turbulent bath- 
tub. 

Direction gives it little. What 
scenes might have been built up are 
left hanging to work out themselves. 


Moves can be seen coming like a | 


ship on other ‘suspense’ sequences, 
with net 
presumably the film’s mainstay, is 
ice cold. 


John Wayne flounders in the lead 
role and Moroni Olsen and Montagu 
Love sustain what little they can. 
All pretty shoddy. Hurl, 


WESTBOUND LIMITED 


Universal release of Henry MacRae pro- 
duction. Directed by Ford Beebe. Story, 
Ford Beebe; screen play, Maurice Geragh- 
ty; cameraman, Elwood Bredell. At Loew's 


Metropolitan, Brooklyn, N. Y., week Nov. 
31, °8s. tunning time, 76 mins. 

Wave Tollvebecccccccceccse esee+-Lyle Talbot 
Wee ERENORcGedrsccetdccviness Polly Rowles 
SOG FORBOB ac cecpccccccsecss Henry Brandon 
SOP MATUR. ic vitcces os ececes Frank Reicher 
MOWORG Cine Ws. bnctdeeedeneces Henry Hunter 
SSDOCCRETs 00644000 ceed secce Wm. Lundigan 
SOOM 54 as 646006 64066005506 Wm, Royle 
POOR 5 65 EK eV icdceedeveseeads Tom Steele 
Freight Brakeman.......... Charles Murphy 
Freight Conductor..... --.-Monte Vandegrift 
Freight Engineer...... ecoeede FP. McGowan 


Nice little programmer will fill the 
bill as a secondary feature. 

Story is a lightweight railroad saga 
but not without thrills and _ sus- 
pense. Starts off with too big a bang 
and consequently sags a little in the 
midriff where buildups and romance 
come in. Couple of dialog nifties 
help in the weak middle, but not 
enough. Further slicing might have 
helped more. 

Lyle Talbot has some following, 
having appeared in better thnigs over 
a pretty long period, but his femme 
partner, Peggy Rowles, is too new to 
mean anything at the b.o. She will 
build, though, being a thoroughly 
likeable, able and pretty girl. Holds 
her own. Rest of players, particu- 
larly Frank Reicher, father, and 
Henry Brandon, menace, turn in neat 
performances, 

Portions of yarn tax credulity, but 
on whole it pleases. Opening is 
thrillingly eerie when coffin shipped 
to tower-depot slowly opens, reveal- 
ing a stick-up man. Gun fight ensues, 
which is cause of a train wreck 
when switch is thrown off. Talbot 
is convicted as negligent, and escapes 
prison by fleeing guards. Riding 
the rails he moves in on a family 
where father is incapacitated, and 
takes over his ‘tower’ work to insure 
old man’s pension. This leads him to 
discovery of real culprit, the gunner 
who caused the wreck. but not be- 
fore he makes himself a hero by 
averting another crash. It’s thrilling. 
just-in-time stuff, but it onees : 

url, 





Hopalong Rides Again 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production. Stars William Boyd. Fea- 
tures George Haves, Russell Hayden, Wil- 
liam Duncan. Directed by Les Selander. 
Screenplay, Norman Houston; story, Clar- 
ence E. Mulford; editor, Robert Warwick; 


camera, Russell Harlan. At Liberty, Lin- 
coln, dual. Running time, C+ mins. 
Hopalong Cassidy......+sse0> Willlam Boyd 


Windy Halliday George Haves 


SMC SOMMER 600 dccacetes Russell Hayden 
BNC BINS: an ccscsese eeee- William Dvnean 
MS TON cc 55 0604646008000 58% T.ois Wilde 
OE COUNT sans tecesesecesases Rilly King 
BEE SN i is nc bdnannss+ks0%ss Nora Tjane 
Professor Hepburn.........--- Harry Worth 
SN os 56-550 40655008055 08 John Rutherford 
din sdwe ecuk Vid eadhes + a8 Ernie Adams 


The Hopalong Cassidy series has 
become established as the better 
grade western films. They possess 
appearance of preparation time, 
study, more money to work with, 
and plausibility of story. The Hop- 
along group, in doing all this, has 
likewise steered clear of the musical 
morass which almost took the guns 
off the cowpuncher and made him a 
guitar-strumming sissv. 
ford stories are played straitht— 
hard-fisted, hard-riding, gun-fighting 
he-men as thev were written in 
Clarence E. Mulford’s books. 

_ This one, ‘Hovalong Rides Again.’ 
is about trail-herding, with cattle 


thievery accomplished by a clever 
man who stampedes the drive by 
dynamiting, then sends his legmen 
in to snatch a hunk of the herd from 
the melee. Gang and cattle disap- 
pear before the dust clears, 

William Boyd, foreman of the Bar 
20 ranch, is sent on the drive to a 
railhead through bad country be- 
cause speed is needed, and he’s ac- 
companied by George Hayes, the 
whiskery camp cook; Russell Hay- 
den, Boyd’s lucky sidekick, and Billy 
King, the ranch youngster. Harry 
Worth, masking as a professor who 
hunts for the missing link between 
plans for cattle raids, directs the at- 
tack and lights the fuses at crucial 
moments. Different this time is the 
allowance of Boyd, usually scorning 
Cupid, to show a bit of affection for 
Nora Lane, while Hayden gets the 
glad eye from Lois Wilde. 

‘Hopalong’ is worthy of exploita- 
tion to win back the patron who 
used to go to westerns, but gave 
them up when they got so soggy. As 
an average booking into any western 
house, it will guarantee a gate well 
| above the general fare. Barn, 


$1,000,000 RACKET 





She manages | 
this very well as ringer for Marian | 


result that even action, | 


The Mul- | 


Pictures 
pro luciion, 


Victory 
man 


release of 
| Features 
| Directed hy Bob Hill. 
play by 


Sam Katz- 
Herman Brix. 
Original and screen- 


Basil Dickey. At Central, N. Y., 
dual, week Nov. ll, °37. tunning time, 
|} G6 mins, 
| Lawrence Duane. ..........0. Herman Brix 
| Molly Henessey............+0+ Joan Barclay 
| Hlerbert Marvin..........Bryant Washburn 
i SEOs  BRORORROT os cccccecvcessed Vane Calvert 
lim Henessey... os ..5am Adams 
Ns 0 45.42.0-064 40-6 04,N's ...-Jimmy Aubrey 
Johnny Henesse T clapaeed oa0 tal David O'Lrien 
PT eT Tee Eee Te Frank Wayne 
ROUNDS 600s6debis tadieriseenubedes Bob Terry 
AP ree Trier errr yee Lyn Arden 





Here’s a production that has vir- 
tually no action, little acting and no 
suspense; it has feeble writing, direc- 
tion, dialog and photography. One 
of the most tepid screen efforts to 
come from an independent producer. 
Will have a terrific struggle getting 
classification even among indie un- 
importants. 


Title won’t help much because 
story goes gangster only as a second 
thought. It starts as one of those 
boy-meets-girl affairs. Then it 
swerves into a sudden-rich of the 
old sod series, with the newly 
wealthy mother gone social. After 
injecting the mysterious money 
youth to pose as chauffeur, pro- 
ducers hauled in a group of insipid 
crooks to add excitement. They 
finally do, but it’s way too late. 


Thespian efforts indicate that the 
director’s idea of acting was to strike 
a pose, and then ‘shoot.’ Herman 
Brix, featured, shows fairly well, all 
considered. Bryant Washburn is the 
crook leader, sometimes surmount- 
ing implausible lines and worse 
situations. Joan Barclay, sole looker 
of piece, is attractive; that’s all. Re- 
mainder of cast is unbelievable poor, 
glorifying in mugging, overacting 
and juggling of few chances given 
them. Cameraman is not listed in 
press book, which probably is a 
break for him. Wear. 


BLAZING BARRIERS 


Monogram production and release. Fea- 
tures Frank Coghlan, Jr., Florine McKin- 
ney. Kdward Arnold, Jr. Directed by Au- 
brey Scotto. Original story and screenplay 
by Edwin C. Parsons; camera, Paul Ivano. 
At Central, N. Y¥., dual, week Nov. 11, '37. 
Running time, 65 mins, 


| 

| ; 

| DN cb cddwtttecues 46 ones babe Monte Carter 
| 

| 

| 

{ 


Tommy McGrath....... Frank Coghlan, Jr. 
Joan Martin...... Secceee Florine McKinney 
Fats Moody......+....-Edward Arnold, Jr. 
Fleurette..... PYTTI TTT Tee Irene Franklin 
Reginald........ esbsvcccce uy mares Pout 
Sheriff Martin.............Herbert Corthell 
JOO Waters... .icccces e+e-.-Milburn Stone 
Arthur Forsythe.......... Addison Randall 


‘Blazing Barriers’ is an attempt to 
glorify the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and its work for the nation’s 
youth. Credit is given for coopera- 
tion by C.C.C. It is when this co- 
operative spirit seemingly becomes 
too obtrusive, injecting. absurd ho- 
kum and a touch of flag-waving, that 
the film bogs down miserably. 

Failure of scriptcrs to live up to 
initial promise means only secondary 
dual biz for this effort. One of 
Monogram’s earliest but even so 
company undoubtedly will get book- 
ings from some 3,000 C.C.C. camps, 
thereby insuring return of negative 
costs. It has enough homey touches 
to go over okay in these spots. 


But these same homey bits, such 
as the prolonged camp show night 
and warbling of the camp corps 
marching song, actually hamper the 








production’s basic entertainment 
value. : i 
Picture depicts two city lads 


headed for typical youthful gangster- 
ism, when a persistent cop forces 
them to flee the big town. Pair wind 
up in a C.C.C. camp where they 
eventually make the grade with 
laurels. Hardly any production in 
evidence but there’s a terrific forest 
fire climax. It could have been built 
up and used earlier with better re- 
sults. 


cere, convincing portrayal of the 
young city tough who obtains a 
career in the federal camp by pro- 
| motion to the forestry service. Ed- 
| ward Arnold, Jr., son of the vet star, 
indicates promise as his pal who 
sticks by him. Florine McKinney 


| does creditably despite feeble lines 


i camp specialties. 


and outlandish costuming. Irene 
Franklin and Guy Bates Post are 
good in bit roles till forced into 
Wear. 





' 
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| lady. 


| 
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| caliber. 








Young Frank Coghlan gives a sin- | 


|The celluloid version 


THE SKY’S THE LIMIT 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Nov. 8. 


General Film Distributors’ release of 
Jack Buchanan production, Stars Jack 
Buchanan; features Mara Losseff. Directed 
by Jack Buchanan, Lee Garmes. Screen- 
play by Raiph Spence; scenario by Jack 
Buchanan, Douglas Furber Camera, 
Henry Harris. At Palace, Nov. 2, °87. 
Running time, 78 mins. 


SD ae Jack Buchanan 
Madame Isobella..............Mara Loxseff 
Thornwall Beamish........ William Kendall 
Py a eee David Hutcheson 
fe OO eee H. F. Maltby 
IN I Bo css once ue ese Athene Seyler 
I I eo wu on nae bh ce xs Sara Atigood 
PIED ah 2 Oho eu rks ces cécckacnd Antony Holles 
"MRIIVOO BANSS. 2... ccc cece Divid Burns 
a fee eee .-(. M. Hallard 
Orchestra Leader ..+.+-Charles Stone 
Head Wraiter.......... Andrea Malandrinos 
Batavian Ambassador: Morris Harvey 


This is probably the best film in 


| which Jack Buchanan ever appeared. | 
| It is full of quick-moving farce 





clean fun, with no suggestiveness. 
Direction and photography is of high 
The sole criticism is the 
selection of Mara Losseff as leading 
She has a reputation as a 
singer, and it is possible the record- 
ing of her voice is at fault. She is 
pretty, in a_ voluptuous 
speaks her lines with a pronounced 
continental accent, but her attempts 
at gaiety seem a trifle forced. Pos- 
sibly deserves another chance to 
show what she can do. 

Nothing can seriously detract from 
the chances of this picture proving a 
success in the West End and 
throughout Great Britain. Produc- 
tion also can confidently be classified 
as a possibility for the U. S. 

Two other vital femmes in the 
cast, the surefire Sara Allgood, of 
Dublin Abbey Players, in a meager 
but humorously enacted part, and 
Athene Seyler in the role of com- 
panion-maid. s 

Buchanan, with his puggy little 
nose and familiar charm, can indi- 
cate confusion with a single look. 


lated only once, and with a reason- 
able degree of plausibility. 

David Hutcheson makes an excel- 
lent foil and helps to shed luster on 
the farcical situations. H. F. Malt- 
by does some excellent work in 
keeping up the farce tempo. 

Film is an expert job, being no 
unnecessary footage. Jolo. 


Kolcsonkert Kastely 


(‘Borrowed Chateau’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Budapest, Nov. 8. 


Harmonia production and release: made 
at Hunnia Studios, Budapest. Wirected by 
Laszlo Vajda, Adapted from Julius 
Pekar's stage comedy by Istvan lekeffy 


and Adorjan Stella, 


Music by Jeno Sandor. 
Gabor Koltay 


...-Gabor Rajnay 


EEREOR DPC 6 04 a cdgvsedavédess Imre Raday 
og ee ida Turay 
Wes PORN s0n + bc vndcéosas Piri Vaszary 
Menyhert Gruber.............Julius Kabos 
Mary Gruber, Klari Telnay 
Sandor Gruber............- Martin Ratkay 
WES ob 6550desdcees reads Joseph Juhasz 





(In Hungarian) 

Without reaching a high standard, 
this is at least an agreeable pic- 
ture, with many laughs and amusing 
episodes. They are more important 
than the story itself, which is about 
a South American immigrant who 
returns to his home country as a 
millionaire. His poor relations swarm 
around him, out to get his money, 
so he pretends to have none. 

On the other hand, the son of a 
bankrupt gentleman. farmer who 
makes love to the South American’s 
daughter, pretends to be the wealthy 
owner of a large castle, which he 
borrows for the occasion. There are 
two marriages to furnish complica- 
tions. 

Kabos again steals the show as the 
pseudo-poor South American. Klari 
Tolnay is nice looking but rather 
cold. Ida Turay is sweet and amus- 
ing. The poor relations garner most 
of the laughs. On the whole, a well 
made picture and a good evening's 
entertainment. 


DER MUSTERGATTE 


(‘Fair and Warmer’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Nov. 8. 


A Tobis-TImagoton film. Stars Heinz Ruh- 
mann; features Heli linkenzeller and Leni 
Marenbach. Directed by Wolfgang Liebe- 
neier. Script by Jacob Geiss, Hans Albin 
and Heinz Ruhmann; from Avery Hop- 
wood’s U SS. Play: music, Hans Som- 


mer; camera, Werner Bohne. At Gloria 
Palast, Running time, 101 mins. 

DCMU ia 084 taboos es 64052 Heinz Ruhmann 
Peer ee eet oe Leni Mahrenbach 
Lb heat PERUREL CET TTT OTe. Hans Sohnker 
ou eer e Seesetes Heli Fintenzeller 
oe RPE TT eT PT Tee Werner Fuetterer 
Lady's Maid.....cscccee; Alexa v. Poremsky 
2 ae pee ee Dr. Max Holsboer 


(In German) 
Here is b.o. with illuminated cap- 


itals. ‘Fair and Warmer,’ Avery 
Hopwood’s farce, has been Ruh- 
mann’s favorite role since the legit 


days when he toured it for seasons. 
looks like it 
may outdo toppers here and should 





| killer, 
all | 


guys, accepts. Margret finds hubby 
not only true to her, too painfully 
true, but a cross-word puzzle addict 
and inveterate fisherman. The be- 
wildered model mate winds up in a 
drunken orgy with his best friend’s 
spouse and this gives him just the 
allure needed to bring his wife back 
to the fold. 

Ruhmann, as the boob husband, 
panics ‘em. Not a gesture, not a 
bat of the proverbial eye-lash misses, 
In the comedy field, he plays second 
fiddle to none in the Fatherland. His 
foil and partner in crime, Heli Fin- 
kenzeller, seen here in a different 
role from her others, comes through 
with flying colors. Leni Marnen- 
bach, as the disillusioned femme, 


| does okay, but suffers sometimes at 
| the 


hand of the cameraman Best 
friend assignment is convincingly 
handled by Hans Sohnker. As a lady- 
Werner Fuetterer loesn’t 
leave any doubt about it. 

Big drunk scene, if slowed up a 


| bit, would have improved things, but 
| this is probably no fault of the meg- 


manner, | 


ty well routined by now and plays 
it as is. And it makes little dif- 
ference. 
NO. 111 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Nov. 8. 

Muveszfilm production and rele» made 
it Hunnia Studios, Budapest D> ted by 
Istvan Szekely. Scenario by Eugene Heltai 
ind Istvan Mihaly. 

Mr. Selfridge... wad Kucrene Toras 
Jaron Vayk . euee ‘aul Javor 
UIE EF ccccccceeces M . Lawn 
Vera j 
ES a ey ee ne eee Jul (‘sertos 
Mabel Arnett.is fccavins Mat t Gervay 

(In Hungarian) 

Eugene Heltai’s brilliant novel} 

loses much of its whimsical charm, 


= A 





ger’s as Ruhmann has his hoke pret- 


its humor and mystery in the screen 


: ; ; | version, but what is left still suffices 
His graceful stepping was interpo- | 


to make this picture outstanding 
among the stereotyped average local 
product. It has originality, atmos- 
phere and characters. Pity is that 
the Grand Guignol note which gave 
the book distinction has been almost 
eliminated from the picture, and a 
saccharine ending substituted. 

No. 111 is the hotel room wherein 
dwells 


Selfridge, mysterious magi- 
cian, whose famous stage stunt is 


the guillotine act in which he cuts 
off his own head. His neighbor is 
young Baron Vayk, ruined gambler, 
who falls in love with the magician’s 
mistress, blonde Olga, a dancer. Olga 
dies of consumption, but lives again 
in the nerson of her sister, black- 
haired Vera, whom both men love 
as they loved Olga. 

Vayk remains the victorious rival. 
He mends his ways and Selfridge re- 
signs himself to losing the girl. A 
jewel theft adds a thrilling sleuth 


note to the plot in which love, crime} 


and mystery are nicely blended, 
Torzs, a brilliant actor, over- 
stresses the sardonic and mysterious 
type in his impersonation of the 
magician. Maria Lazar, in the dif- 
ficult double part of Olga and Vera, 
is interesting and attractive. Javor, 
for once in a part where he isn’t 
made to sing, is at his best, which 
is tops. Szekely has made an ex- 
cellent job of the directing this time. 
Film seems assured of success, 


La Citadelle du Silence 


(‘The Fortress of Silence’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 8. 
A SEDIF release of Imperial 
duction. Stars Annabella, 
leatures Bernard Lancret. 


Films pro- 
Pierre Renoir, 
Directed by 





Marcel l'Herbier. Original, T. H. Robert; 
dialogue, Jean Anouilh; music, Arthur 
Hlonneger: camera, A. Thirard. Running 
time, 105 minutes, At Olympia Cinema, 
Paris, 

WOM oo 660.00504.6000006 6 8E49 0 0s Annabella 
Stephan Rounitch........... .Plerre Renoir 
COUN os Sede ca ceccdes eeceses Bernard Laneret | 
The Guardian -Alexandre Kienault 
UIFATION, « ccge cc ccecvcceccceses Robert le Vigan 
The Squealer...c.cccccccesss lucas Ciridoux 
BIOPUOGK sb wc ccvbccsconsenss Pierre Larquey 





(In French) 


The only film Annabella will make | 


in France this year, ‘La Citadelle du 
Silence’ also will be one of the best 
made during that time unless the 
unexpected occurs. It is sure box 
office in this part of the world, and 
should hit far above the average for 
anything produced here for Ameri- 
can distribution. 

Herbier’s direction has been deftly 
handled to get the best of Robert's 
simple but stirring story, which pro- 
vides outlets for Annabella’s talent. 
Choice of the entire cast, for that 
matter, has been excellently handled; 
another reason why the entire whole 
is good. 


Story is of the love by a young 


| nurse for a young interne brought 


be rollicking fare for international | 
itrade as well. 


Opening shot. in Ruhmann’s office. 
is a Close-up of his ancestors on the 
wall. It’s a crescendo of roars as 
the pop physiog is recognized. And 
the roaring does not let up till the 
last clinch. Megging chore was in 
the hands of. Wolfgang Liebeneier, 
actor-director, whose other hit this 
season was ‘Promise Me Nothing.’ 

He pops the question in a gon- 


dola and she, fed up with two-timing , done. 


together by a common political ha- 
tred. An attempted assassination, 
imprisonment and_ successful jail 
break are high spots. 


Annabella is the nurse who throws | 


the bomb that misses its mark. 
marries the man the bomb wounds 
so she can -free Bernard Laneret 
from the dreaded political prison of 
Linsk. 

Renoir admirably portrays the 
emotions of a man torn between 
duty and love for a woman when he 
learns that it was‘his wife who threw 
the bomb ‘and that she discovered 
the spy. 

Scenes inside the prison and at the 
prison quarry have been admirably 
Shots of massed prisoners and 


She 
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Korda—Goldwyn 

















(Continued from page 3) 





discussions, goes up as collateral 
| for the loan, 

There is a provision for a quick 
| payoff of around $1,500,000 of the 
| loan, with cash now in the till of 
| the two firms. The loan, asa whole, 
|to run for five years or under. 
| Among the chief aims behind the 
apparent readiness of British capital 
to finance Alexander Korda and 
Samuel Goldwyn to obtain control of 
United Artists may be a 
thus obtain in America greater 
|ognition for native-made_ British 
films. There are even some intima- 
tions that the deal on the London 
is virtually a government deal. 

London Films (Korda) has béen 
an integral part of U.A. for several 
years. 


desire to 


rec- 


As far as is known, neither Korda 
nor Goldwyn, under their accord, is 
obligated to make any specific num- 
ber of films for the company’s pro- 
gram, 

David O. Selznick has signed with 


Metro, and Walter Wanger is still 
on the fence. 
| The new financing adds to the 


company’s payoff load, because there 
is interest on the $1,500,000 first pre- 
ferred which will have to be met, 
besides cash installments to regu- 
larly reduce the $4,500,000 cash loan. 
Interest alone on these items may 
amount to around $250,000 annually. 
$1,590,000 Payment 

There is cash in the till of the 
parent U.A. company and in its 
100%-owned British unit, but $1,500,- 
000 of this cash goes for a speedy 
payoff installment on the big loan, 
under the accord, 

These are items which the princi- 
pals undoubtedly have considered, or 
are thinking about. 

Perhaps they are among the rea- 
sons for the presence in Hollywood 
at this time of both Korda and Mau- 
rice Silverstone. They may be peek- 
ing into this situation and perhaps 
getting a line on how to bolster that 
producer lineup and increase pro- 
duction. 

So far as financing producers, there 
seems to be no such plan afoot, as it 
may require additional working cap- 
ital. That would apply to the pos- 
sible importation of British producers 
also, 

The present season is about the 
best in the company’s 18-year exist- 
ence. U. A. probably, inclusive of 
Korda, Selznick and Wanger prod- 
uct, will release around 15 films for 


an aggregate gross estimated at 
around $25,000,000. The company 


may show around $2,000,000 net 
profit next year, aided by this sea- 
son’s crop of best sellers. 

For this year the company’s net is 
figured at under $1,000,000. 

Korda, under the accord with 
Goldwyn, will produce for UA ex- 
clusively. That is part of the desl 
and, of course, the same goes for 
Goldywn. 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Reason for Korda’s trip to the 
Coast is a board meeting of United 
Artists called for Thursday (138), 
Others attending will be Mary Pick- 
ford, Chaplin, Goldwyn and Corl 








Erickson, representing Fairbanks 
now in Switzerland. 

| Meeting is to approve sale of the 
| stock, Korda returns to Europe 
| immediately after. 


‘Cocalis’ Home Burned, 
Has Personal Injuries 


Sam D. Cocalis, independent chain 
operator in the Greater New York 
area, is nursing injuries sustained 
when his home at Ridgefield Park, 
N. J. caught fire Thursday night (11). 
In escaping from an upper floor, he 
crawled out on a tree but instead 
of making a safe landing, fell to the 
ground, 

Suffering from a sprained wr’st 
and leg as well as bruises, he wos 
rushed to the hospital. Damage to 
his home was reported to be con- 
siderable. 


WB Shoris’ Big Educ. B.9. 


Hollywood, Nov. 16 
Warners’ historical shoris are 
proving an important revenue pro- 
ducer. 
Schools, colleges and civie gr 
are booking them as 
runs are over. 


UNS 
fast as theatre 


the final break carry a sood sense of 

reality, and are well directed 
Special mention is due Robert le 

Vigan, as chief guard, and Luecs 

Gridoux, as the spy. 

j Huga. 
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>|0f What Showmanship Can Do! 


‘Alcatraz Island’ 
A First National Picture 
A Cosmopolitan Production 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Twelve pink-cheeked girls on a 
gaudy cafe set atmosphere Dave 
Apollon’s nine-man Filipino band. 
House orch stays in the pit and the 
so-called revue includes Cass Daley, 
-Maxine Lewis, Max and his dogs, 
Annavan and her adagio boys and 
the five Hollywood Co-Eds, Film, 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Biz, good. 


Ribboning Apollon’s band With a 
dimpled line thrdws the show off 
balance. It’s vaude with dressing 
and it begins. laggingly, but subse- 
quently scampers into pep and speed. 
Of course, Apollon m.c.’s and, with 
his band, ‘raises some laughs. Sen- 
sation of the show, however, is Cass 
Daley, effective rhythm singer, with 
style, verve and great comic sense. 
Ought to be in pictures. 

Apollon’s go-getem attitude some- 
times clashes with his Roossian chat- 
ter. Co-Eds open in song and wind 
up in an exchange of eccentric and 
acro dance steps. Okay stuff and 
Maxine Lewis deserves better spot- 
ting than she gets. Is a good singer 
who pleases withcut effort and in 
this aggregation should come up 
ahead o: the sight and dumb animal 
acts. 

Max and his dogs give an intricate 
display of man and animal co-ordi- 
nation. Anavan and her adagio boys 
do: fancy body hurling toward the 
end of the show. On the whole the 
costumes are confusing. Lighting 
effects might have been better. Per- 
formance runs for about an hour 
and okay that way. The big Apollon 
revue, withal, is a click. Shan. 


CINE-ROMA, N. Y. 


It’ may be ironical, but factual 
nevertheless, that the last remaining 
two-a-day variety house in the U. S. 
is a spot seeking Italian patronage 
primarily—and getting it exclusive. 
Reason: theatre is ballyhoo’d in Ital- 
ian circles only, and all the palaver 
in the show is couched in the tongue 
of ‘The Boot.’ 

At a $1.25 top the Cine-Roma is 
grabbing stout biz, and the reason 
for that is the American debut of 
Carlo Buti, who packs a vast fandom 
in Italy, which has been communi- 
cated t» the Italian-Americans here 
through phonograph platters. Buti 
has a fine Italian touch that is more 
or less the equivalent of the Bing 
Crosby manner. Pop tenor, his style 
is strictly that of his native country. 
His looks and personality make him 
a femme heart-flutterer. With o. k. 
pipes, he has the surface-emotional- 
ism of his audience, causing them to 
rise and shout a bevy of ‘bravos’ 
for both his appearance, which are 
timed before the intermission and 
at the end, 


Buti is getting $1,000 a week for 
this stand and, since he personally is 
drawing the. 1,900-seat house to near 
capacity each performance, the tenor 
is eminently worth it. After winding 
up a four-week stand at the Cine- 
Roma the corporation is taking the 
show on a tour of one-nighters 
through New England. 


As a show it certainly isn’t up to 
two-a-day caliber by any stretch of 
imagination, but when caught it had 
the onlookers munching out of the 
palm of its hand, Chiefly, it is an 
assemblage of vet minor-grade U. S. 
dumb vaude acts to 
novelty and most of the more robust 
entertainment. It is blown out with 
a line of 12 girls, and a sketch in 
Italian, ‘Navy, Women and Love,’ 
played by seven actors. Sketch is 
much too talky and actionless, but 
the Italian manner is expostulative 
and the playlet garners a quota of 
cackles.. Tedium is somewhat re- 
lieved by the insertion of the line 
girls twice, on no provocation. : First 
is a can-can routine, followed by a 
precision drill. 

Also worth mentioning that there 
is no warbling on the bill save that 
supplied by Buti. Layout of the bill 
was also very faulty; e.g., the Roma 
Bros.’ hand balancing turn (New 
Acts), followed an adagio routine 
done by a single man and woman, 
Wales ‘and Brady. 
old sleight-of-hand and pdper-cut- 
ting magic act. Man and woman, 
neither Chinese, are still dressing up 
their mild, small-time turn with 
Sino-suggestive clothes and setting. 

George Gordon hasn't changed his 
‘stew’ slack-wire act in. 10 years. 
Ballroom dancing of Montez and 
Marie is not so smoothly stepped, 
but the man handles the woman 
nicely on whirls and lifts. Three 
Girton Girls still the same old act 
formerly billed Devsis Girton and Co. 
Miss Girton, on her bike, is as slick 
as ever, and the two tumbling 
femmes expand the turn nicely with 
their spotters and butterflies. Act not 
seen around in some time, vaude 
bookers should not overlook the ex- 
istence of this vast turn that can do 
especially well in family houses. 

Among the four routines the 12- 
line lassies romp through, the stand- 
out for effect is the one that has ‘em 
doing the Mussolini-land equivalent 
of ‘truckin’ in an exercise which has 
as its background and motif the flag 
of Italy. Number gets a big patriotic 
rise out of the mob. 


Show is said to be costing around 








$5,000 a week; while quite possible | 


that figure seems fractionally tall. 
Pit orch goes elaborate with an over- 


‘long overture of Neapolitan airs. 


Operators of the Cina-Roma (orig- 
inally the Broadway, built for legit, 
on an upper reach of Times Square) 


supply the 


Cantons do their 


deny that the Italian government 
lends the project other than moral 
support. Wide supposition has been 
that Fascistic funds were behind the 
policy of the place to keep it going 
through any lean weeks. However, 
in the current show there is distinct- 
ly no propaganda sprinkled out 
other than the flag-waving chorine 
routine, Bert. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 14. 


Using the title ‘International Re- 
vue,’ house has rounded up wealth of 
talent and set it off with rich staging 
and cleverly worked-out lighting 
Top vaude offering town has seen in 
months. From a trade point of view 
|chief interest is the new Jeanette 
| Hackett line, 12 lookers, who romp 
i through three elaborate production 
numbers, originally conceived, staged 
and costumed in miniature by Miss 





| Hackett for the Shoreham hotel win-.| 


peed opening here last month. 
may not be unique, but they’re de- 


in white dresses and caps, carrying 
small square trays of anchored fake 
food. Troupe out around the pit on 
aramp and then back to stage against 
chef drop to Big Apple while Emcee 
Jackie Heller warbles the open- 
ing lyrics written by Miss Hackett. 
Middle number along firefly motif 
brings Miss Hackett on for the first 
time, line wearing light bulbs on 
their heads and swooping about with 
transparent wings a la ballet. Line 





closes with fast modernistic ballet | 


| springing from hula hula inspiration 
and winding up with galaxy of 
bumps, gals wearing as little as pos- 
sible, yet allowing Miss Hackett to 
get by with less. 

_ Goings-on get under way with an 
overture, also showing extra effort 
this week by tying in with George 
Washington U. annual homecoming 
week, using college medley and vocal 
trio to warble the G. W. U. ditty. 
After getting on and off with the 
girls, Helier takes over with the 
opening announcement as m.c., work- 
ing this week on stage for all intro- 
ductions and, by staying away from 
attempts at gags, succeeding nicely 
in a smooth straight job. 

Johnny Barnes, who got his start 
year ago, gets the first specialty spot 
to tap out a smooth, soft rhythm, 
with walks, slides and struts with 
and without music. Saved novel 
crippled tap that got him off still at 
peak after simple thank-you speech. 


Next is Lia Foun Chinese mixed 
troupe, all young, and the femmes 
unusually pretty. Open circus style, 
with swift succession of group and 
solo acrobatic dances, take a few 
drum rolls for contortionist special- 
ties, and finish with plate-spinning, 
done in waltz time with sweet music 
and soft lights. Effect, besides equal- 
ing any array of tricks seen here of 
late, has fluidity and rhythm that 
sets it head and shoulders above 
standard Oriental turn. 

Heller is on next for his bit, giving 
‘Remember Me,’ ‘The One Rose,’ 
‘That Old Feeling,’ and then revers- 
ing the mood to knock ’em out of 


Ideas | 


veloped smartly and colorfully. First | 
is chef number, with gals dolled up| 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Pau! Ash band cements together 
half a dozen acts and specialties here 
to good results. Basically the whole 
thing is as mixed as an omelette— 
acts that would hit the nail in a gen- 
uine vaude dispensary, vis-a-vis 
typical family touches, and_ the 
gowning of the inevitable Gae Foster 
Girls ‘(white satin dresses, for in- 
stance, with pale lavender and red 
scarfts a la 14th street)—but it all 
pans out auspiciously. 


Ash emcees sparingly. His band, 
on stage, and tooting in sweet tempos 
entirely, does background work but 
no solos. Of the performers further 
out front the majority has been 
|around so long that their notices in 
| the files read like a Greyhound tour 
|of the U. S. 
| Foster Girls start the kettle sim- 
|mering with a number built around 
| heaving of: mammoth rubber balls, 
ithe latter apparently having been 
| purchased for a similar number the 
week before, or at least used there. 
Dawn and Darrow, slick ballroom 
terpers, follow with a sweetly paced 
spetialty that puts the punch in the 
right places. Hector and His Pals 
(dog act) appear next. It’s a good 
act and especially strong for family 
trade. .Couple of the canines have 
been taught to stooge for Hector and 
are periodically seen chasing each 
other (supposedly amorously ) around 
corners of the wings. This bit, which 
could have been too broad to be ef- 
fective, is pulled off with maximum 
| zip. 
| Raymond Baird, sax tooter, fur- 
nishes a nice instrumental specialty 
interpolated with tricks and straight 
stuff alternately. Gae Foster number 
breaks into a tap terp by the La- 
rege and ‘Virginia Lee, whose suav- 
|ity fits into thé' Roxy only because 
family fandom has seen so much tap- 
ping that even a grahdma can dis- 
tinguish a‘ good step’ from a cake- 
walk: ‘Trio over big. °‘ 

Dorothy Tles,. juve isoprano, war- 
bles a couple of numbers to fair re- 
sults, . Putting kids or adolescents on 
the boards a:la Deanna Durbin is at 
best a precarious procedure because 
no 10 out of 100 patrons can tell 
whether the delivery is any good, 
and the major angle has to be pa- 
rental sympathy. Miss Iles should 
thus find the Roxy to her liking. 
But her personality should be 
built up along with her singing. 
As the turn now appears, it’s just 
singing, and most kinds of singing 
aren't quite enough by themselves to 
cause an uproar behind the foot- 
lights. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., assisted by June 
Mann, closes the act portion of the 
bill with acrobatic terping and nut 
comic stuff. Acrobatics are oke, but 
Wyse’s lingo is non-consequential. 
It’s at this point that the Foster 
Girls appear in their white satins 
with those lavender and red scarfs— 
a bit of gowning that looks like a 
nightmare from the east side push- 
cart alley. All the acts are. intro- 
duced by Ash for the finale, their 
names previously not having been 
mentioned in any way. 

Pic is ‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th), 
and biz on Friday eve (12) didn’t 











their seats with red-hot “You Can't 
Stop Me from Dreaming.’ Encores 
|with ‘Veini, Veini,’ his best, and rates 
a second encore of a trick arrange- 
ment of ‘I Can’t Give You Anything 
but Love, Baby.’ 

Gals are on for their firefly num- 
ber, and Heller presents Al Trahan 
and Lady Yukona Cameron, who 
rock the house as'always with Al's 
goof pianoing, the Lady’s would-be 
serious vocalizing, the chewing gum 
business, the super-violent ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ workout, and the: com- 
pletely slapstick finish. Al chokes it 
off with a perfect curtain speech, and 
ilets the line on to finish and send 
‘em home raving. Pic is ‘Stand-In’ 
(UA), and biz fair. Craig. 


FOX, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 12. 


Scarcity of good standard acts 
available for vaude outposts, such as 
this, is plenty apparent here this 
week. With the exception of two 
good production numbers, the outlay 
smacks of an alphabetical list of all 
the old wheezes in the biz. The only 


own tickling is Brengk’s 
Horse, posing novelty. 
Nag gets the top billing. Four 
ple in Indian rigs pose with the 
oss, featuring well known Indian 
naintings. This turn opened, which 
eft nothing of importance to follow. 
Perry Twins, who have been seen 
here before and to better advantage, 
dub their hoof routines with some 
indifferent gagging. They are still 
using their impressions of how 
various dance steps were originated 
and the boxing bit. An okay hoof 
duo that would do better to suppress 
some. of the comic urge. 


Walter Nillson rides a number of 
unicycles and chatters. He totes a 
handlebar mustache and his gags are 
from the same era. Pretty weak. 
Chic Thomas looks funnier than he 
talks. He mulls through a disjointed 
series of cracks anent his war days, 
all familiar stuff. 
| Line’s two numbers include an 
artist and model routine that serves 
to bring on Brengk’s hoss, and a 
voodoo number that closes. Judy 
Conrad's band is heard from the pit 
this trip with John Tompkins, tenor. 
Harlan Christie now in his twenty- 
fifth week as m.c. Hoyt. 


Golden 











act that doesn’t get giggly from, its } 


look .as though it mixed any tco well 
with the rain. Edga. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. ‘15. 

After all is said and done, Fred 
Waring and His Pennsylvanians are 
| still the daddy of them all.. Back 
again for the first. time, in three or 
four years, they’re doing exactly 
what th-~’ve always. done around 
here for tne last decade, choking the 
aisles and dishing out.a brand of 
entertainment that’s pretty close to 
the top. It was raining cats and dogs 
outside before the -first show at the 
opener, but the house was jammed 
to the roof, and not because of 
| ‘Breakfast for Two’ 
| screen, either. 

Waring stumbled into a sock for- 
|mula a long time ago, and it hasn't 
been altered since, only improved 
upon. Pennsylvanians have several 
newcomers, and at least two of them 
are as nea‘ as a}.ything Waring has 
ever picked up. One is Betty Atkin- 
son, blonde looker who did the drum- 
majoring with them in ‘Varsity 
Show.’ Gal swings the baton high 
wide and handsome, turns out a few 
tap, steps at the same time, and fits 
perfectly into the Waring plan. Other 
click Waring has acquired is Art 
McFarland, one of two twins in sax 
section, who merely sits there and 
heckles Waring, a la the Beetle-Phil 
Baker pattern, all through the per- 
formance, and collects laughs galore. 

Remaining new faces since the 
Pennsylvanians were last here are 
Ferne, striking looking femme fiddler 
who first comes out for a solo medley 
and then takes her place on the 
stand with the boys: Al Bottorf, xylo- 
phone wiz: Three Fellas, male vocal- 
ists: Gordon Goodman, tenor, and 
| Ethlyn Williams. singer. Latter two 
haven't yet caught on to the Waring 








they should ease un. They weren’t 
helped any, either. this afternoon by 
band’s own p.a. system; it was geared 
too low and voices were hardly audi- 
ble. . Waring himself spurns a mike 
most of the time, and that’s some- 
thing of a mistake, since some of his 
best. patter -is lost. 

Pennsylvanians miss Johnny Davis 
and Lane Sisters. who stayed behind 
on Coast with WB contracts, but their 
deflection has been minimized by the 
many .recent additions. Still around 





(RKO) on the. 


.style of personality presentation. but: 


are Tom Waring, who should pick 
something other than ‘Old Man 
River’ for his solo; Poley McClin- 
tock, the frog-voice drummer, who 
still is a°crack clown, and Scotty 
Bates, lanky, disheveled nonchalant, 
who previously brought out only the 
title cards, but now has a hilarious 
inning on the stand and makes the 
most of it. , 
For the finale Waring is still doing 
his dancing dominoes stunt, with the 
trick flashlight formations, and it’s a 
smash curtain. Show was overboard 
when caught, and had to be cut. 
Shame, too, because it’s all sure-fire. 
Cohen, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 12. 

‘Hollywood Bandwagon’ occupies 
58 minutes of show time and is 
layed up 80% in ads over ‘Alcatraz 
sland’ (WB), which is helping out 
more than 20% at the b. o. 
Presented in revue fashion, with 
three headline acts split into double 
spots on bill. show. is opened with 


| line, taged Hollywood Baby Stars 


(16), doing a singing and dancing 
r.utine while holding reins of a flat 
stagecoach piece to carry out the 
‘Bandwagon’ idea. Charles Malone 
comes on to do a fast tap on his toes 
in front of the line. 


Followed by Vern Rath, who does 
a saxophone specialty in one, repeat- 
ing with a fast rendition of ‘Noia.’ 
Then does ‘St. Louis Blues’ on the 
clarinet for a breakaway. 


Lorraine and Rognan split their 
turn into two appearances. Girl has 
a sock entrance when she walks on 
with what appears to be a fur neck- 
piece which turns out to be a dog 
when unfusged. Do comedy patter, 
with girl getting a lot of laughs with 


body contortions, then finish with a 
dual rendition of ‘Old 97’ on har- 
monicas. 


Carol Manners does a couple of 
classical songs, ‘Giannina Mia’ and 
‘Caro Nome,’ with full stage as back- 
ground, and gets a much better hand 
than usually accorded singers of clas- 
sical ditties in this house. 


Second appearance of the line is 
introduced by Jeanne Lorraine, who 
dances on with live dancer in gollii- 
wog outfit, to be followed by the 
girls with small darky dolls on pup- 
pet strings to guide them through 
dancing routine. Finishes with ra- 
dium walkoff, with dolls wearing 
luminous costumes. 


Buddy Abbott and Lou Costello 
make their first appearance in soi- 
dier outfits, assisted by the Keene 
Twins, who act as silent stooges in 
uniforms, with spot done before a 
tent drop. Bit is a hilarious routine 
of army discipline, with Abbott get- 
ting slapped by his pardner every 
time he speaks, and cracked on his 
tin hat by rifles of the Keene Twins 
when they attempt to drill. 


Appearance of Melba, billed as 
‘Blue Nudite,’ is dressed in produc- 
tion number, with girls doing rou- 
tine to ‘Stardust on the Moon,’ fol- 
lowed by Melba, who has body paint- 
ed and works in blue spot to do 
impressionistic dance. Lorraine and 
Rognan follow with knockabout 
comedy burlesque of ballroom dance. 

Abbott and Costello take their sec- 
ond turn to do comedy patter dressed 
in baseball outfits, with humor de- 
pending on explanation of the game 
to rookie Abbott by coach Costello, 
with members of team named Who, 
What, I Don’t Know, Because, etc., a 
big hit with audience. ; 

Show closes with entire company 
on stage in naval scene, girls doing 
tap routine in sailor outfits, Keene 
Twins, getting their big chance with 
the assistance of two femmes, Vick 
and LaMarr, doing a series of acro- 
batic feats. Background proves to 
be foldover piece which brings on 
cardboard fleet of naval destroyers 
with guns booming for final curtain. 

House filled to last few rows in 
balcony at final show Friday. 

Kiley. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 15. 

Utilizing Harry Crossley’s line of 
16 dancers; Harry Rose as m.c.: Jean 
McCully, hoofer; Ray Wilbert and 
his hoops, Blanche and Elliott, adagio 
team, and Joe and Jane McKenna in 
their hectic knockabout, the Hipp 
has built a nicely paced show this 
week to fill out its stage portion for 
the holdover ‘The Awful Truth’ 
(Col). 

Opening with the line and Rose in 
specially written material and swing- 
ing pronto into an okay hoof session 
by Jean McCully, who looks well and 
gives out nicely with the dogs, the 
doings get off to a fast start, and 
pick up socky momentum with the 
contribution of Ray Wilbert. Stand- 
ard act, he has stub holders with 
him. Socko routine of hoop juggling 
accompanied by some fairly good 
‘chatter. Crossley girls next in full 
stage ‘by the Sea’ routine bring on 
Bianche and Elliott, who put over a 
nicely handled adagio and set spot 
for Joe and Jane McKenna in their 
okay knockabout and mayhem. Act, 
a steady repeater. here, has them 
laughing from the bell and gives the 
setup the right punch. 

Rose takes hold here with his usual 
chatter and rendition of ‘Pagliacci’ 
encoring with ‘Broadway Melody.’ 
Works hard and keeps things moving 
without overstaying or dragging out 
matters unnecessarily. Precision high 





kick by line and the finale with Rose, 
closes nicely. Burm. 


—=2 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 
Ken Baker swing band is repeat. 
ing at the Paramount this week, fol- 
lowing a week’s engagement couple 


of stanzas ago, while Everett Mar- 
shall, baritone, holds over from last 
seek. Result is that current week's 
s‘are offering hasn’t very much new 
to offer the patrons. 


Fanchonettes do a couple of pres. 
entation numbers that are effectively 
staged, while other turns do okay 
with their respective chores. Barry 
and Whitlege, pair of old-time vaude 
comedians, are first of talent intro- 
duced. Their comedy is of the broad 
type familiar to audiences of a dec- 
ade ago but not in keeping with 
present-day stage presentation ‘type. 

Three Trojans, acrobatic tumbling 
trio, mop up with their snappy rou- 
tine. Baker and ‘combo play one 
swing number that registers oke. 
Marshall repeats: the Russian song he 
opened with ‘last week, and again 
closes with “That’s Why Darkies Were 
Born.’ New tunes warbled are ‘Home 
on the Range’ arid ‘Wagon Wheels.’ 
‘Punkin’ Parker, shapely blond, in- 
troduced as closing act by Marshall. 
does a bit of nifty: hoofing, indicating 
there’s a lot in store for her once 
she gets out of her early teens. 

Screen has ‘Angel’ (Par) with Par 
News, ‘Big Apple’ (Par) and Oswald 
eartoon (Par). Trade heavy Armis- 
tice day matinee. Edwa, 





EARLE, .PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15. 


Earle show. this week is something 
of a letdown from usual standard 
the house has set. Strictly in the 
mediocre bracket. Lacks the spark 
that sends an audience out with 
something to talk about. . Slip in 
quality reflected somewhat in biz, 
with the b.o. below usual point when 
caught at the opener, Stronger than 
usual pic, ‘Music for Madame’ 
(RKO), helped. 


One of the things that keeps the 
show from clicking is the order of 
the acts. Gpens with Mickey Alpert 
orch on stage; slips from that into a 
fair vocal, then into a femme tapper, 
who’s n.s.g.. Marquee hypo follows 
in Monte Blue and Mary Dees, Har- 
low double. Then Jane Pickens, more 
Alpert music, the tapper and, finally, 
the Diamond Brothers, slapstick 
comedes. Trouble lies in absence of 
a snappy warmer-upper to get ‘em 
off their mitts and the 100% dearth 
of humor until the show’s about half- 
way gone. 


Miss Dees and Blue do a smart and 
unusual p.a. turn. Lines are clever 
and natural, and bring out what the 
house wants to know about the 
femme who tripped into the Harlow 
brogans. It’s pretty much straight 
talk, however, and in that respect 
lacks something of a song-and-dance 
p.a. Blue comes on first and gives 
the femme powerful support through- 
out. He has an easy patter style that 
fools the house into the belief he’s 
continually ad libbing. ~ 

Miss Dees is quite a looker, as may 
be judged from her Harlow resem- 
blance, has very pleasing personality, 
good comedy sense, but not a whole 
lot of voice. Goes in and out of a 
southern drawl. Blue does q. and a. 
bizness with her, getting personal 
points about age, height, weight, ex- 
perience, etc. She then turns on him 
with series of questions. They finish 
off with scene from Harlow pic, 
‘Bombshell,’ with Blue taking the 
Lee Tracey role. Nothing ultra as 
drama, but good. 


Alpert orch is an oke musical ag- 
gregation, but emcee himself. is 
strictly a dud. Merely brings on the 
acts in straightforward fashion and 
offers two short vocals. Shorter the 
better. Orch leans heavily on the 
ear-shatter stuff with five pieces of 
brass, four saxes, violin and bass. 
It’s actually directed—and all too 
apparently—by fiddler, Vernie Faz- 
ziola. Much of the time Fazziola is 
out front swishing the stick. Alpert. 
when wanding, takes cues from the 
violinist. 

Lou Valero shows okay pipes in a 
coupla vocals with the band, while 
Tommy Gott, the trumpeter, does a 
swell turn on the hot side. Real 
cause of the aud’s enthusiasm is the 
lovely looker, Jane Pickens, of the 
erstwhile sisters. She appears in a 
dress that draws gasps from down 
front and exhibs a niftily trained and 
flexible voice. Backed by the house 
band, which toots too loud but not 
to well to suit Pickens’ style. Gal 
scores on her impersonation of a 
diva at a summer outdoor concert. 
Closes with ‘Cuban Pete,’ and after 
coupla encores has to beg off. 


Femme terper is Kathryn Rand, 
who does a sort of flitting across be- 
tween tapping and ballet without the 
g00d points of either. Offers an 
‘Easter Bonnet’ number, with Alpert 
vocalizing, that’s fair. Tripped on her 
bonnet and took a hard fall at show 
caught, but came out of it like a 
trouper. 

Strong turn is provided by the Dia- 
mond Brothers in finale spot. Three 
guys are a combo of the Ritz Broth- 
ers.and the Stooges. They’re plenty 


|funny. They get some strong chuck- 





les with slightly blue gags, and are 
neat eccentric dancers. But real up- 
roar is brought on by their felling 
and slapping each other around, Also 
go in for the nose-tweaking.. hair- 
pulling type of humor, a la Ted 
Healey. Herb. 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS _ 





~ PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

House has been going steadily 
from bad to worse as iar as its stage 
shows and vaude are concerned. For- 
merly occupying a prime spot with 
the Chicago public, it has been drop- 
ping steadily during the past few 
months. It’s now unusual to find a 
show here that gets good, solid audi- 
ence comment, and extremely rare 
to see a show do business. 


Acts are played here over and 
over again, without regard to the 
audience at all. Acts are also 
brought in on their eastern rep. 
without regard to whether they’re 
known here. Chick Webb, for in- 
stance, is a good, solid swing band, 
But it hasn’t anywhere near the fol- 
lowing in Chicago that it has in the 
east. Plays plenty of hot music, with 
excellent drum-banging and cornet- 
puffing. Webb is really a swing ma- 
gician with those sticks. Ella Fitz- 
gerald comes through with a nifty 
session of colored warbling. But 
they don’t go beyond that. Had good 
publicity build-up here, but it hasn't 
the reputation in this-city to make 
the box-office churn. 

George Beatty is the single in 
next-to-closing. He should get to- 
gether with Vic Oliver and straight- 
en out this radio commercial an- 
nouncement burlesque routine. This 
house, interchanging these two acts 
almost continuously, seems always to 
have a single who does a commercial 
radio burlesque. For the finish 
Beatty does what he can with his 
drunk sailor routine, which has got- 
ten pretty ragged these days. In 
the beginning he tries'’some straight 
gagging, but gets more laughs from 
this audience by his apologies for the 
lack of laughs than from the jokes 
themselves, 

In the deuce are Geraldine and 
Joe. They make a fine appearance, 
but they need a new act. Joe’s head- 
spin is still good for a quick gasp, 
though it hasn’t the powerful sock 
that it had when he was a 10-year- 
“a Girl has a nice little toe num- 

er. 

Best of the acts is the Woolford’s 
Pets in the opener. Excellent novelty 
dog turn, with the dachshunds get- 
ting plenty of laughs. 

Picture is ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
1938’ (U). Business wasn’t so hot 
at the third show on Friday. Gold. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 15. 

Borrah Minevitch’s harmonica 
band, sans their maestro, Jane Fro- 
man and Stoopnagle and Budd are the 
names in the most entertaining pro- 
duction show offered: by the Met 
in many weeks. Eye-catching line 
numbers and a swell surrounding 
cast make it a winning combo. 

There are few acts that work with 
the smooth precision and timing of 
the Minevitch harmonica _ band. 
with Minevitch on the Coast, Johnny 
Puleo, the pint-sized bad boy, is 
starred. Their ‘Limehouse’ number 
is still unmatched by any act of its 
kind. 

_Featured in the opening produc- 
tion number are Anita Jakobi, tal- 
ented acro dancer, and Bob Ripa in 
his dazzling juggling routine. Stoop- 
nagle and Budd follow with an as- 
sortment of silly stuff typical of their 
humor, and they register well with 
the kids and their own radio fans. 

Three Men of Melody and the Four 
Step Brothers are spotted in the 
Down South’ production number, 
which has the line gals dressed in 
crinoline outfits. Effective brenkert 
effect, with a steamboat moving 
across water, sets the theme on a 
scrim. When this ‘washes out, a 
southern mansion set is revealed on 
stage. : 

Miss Froman gets a good reception 
for her singing of ‘So Rare.’ ‘Me. 
Myself and I,’ ‘That Old Feeling’ and 
Cabin of Dreams.’ Closine line num- 
ber, ‘Dude Ranch Corral,’ is a cos- 
tume treat, with the gals dressed in 
cowgirl rigs. Lighting and scenery 
rate special mention in this show. 
On the screen, ‘Ali Baba’ (20th). 

Fox. 


ROXY, SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 14. 

Patrons of this two-bits vaudefilm 
house like Billy Barty, of ‘Our Gang’ 
comedies reputation, who, assisted by 
his two older sisters and a mixture 
of varied flesh talent, comprise the 
current bill. Youngster, whose height 
just about tops a yardstick, possesses 
a knack of winning an audience. He 
sings, dances, does a novel takeoff of 
an old Jack Powell drum routine and 
works hard throughout. 

Curtain raiser features Joe Lewis’ 
band, well known in the intermoun- 
tain country. Rendition of ‘Jangled 
Nerves’ is one blistering swing. 
Lewis also handles the m.c. duties, 
and seems at home on the stage. He 
has a couple of turns before the mike 
and is effective in story-telling. ‘Fat’ 
Laymon. 300-pound ex-film comic, as 
deucer, fails with his gags. Audrey 
Dennison, on next. has a slick turn 
of control gymnastics. Has a refresh- 
ing quality, is a looker with a lithe 
body. and receives several calls. 

Recruited from the University of 
Utah. the ‘Four Rhythm Boys’ uncork 
plenty of energetic singing. but their 
chore!'n*, esnecially on hot tunes. 
doesn't do right by the off-beat licks 
and rhythm patter. ‘Harbor Lights’ 











is punchy, but their trump card is 

‘Listen to the German Band.’ 

_ Billy Barty’s pipes are lusty while 
singing ‘Waitin’ at the Gate for 
Katie,’ during which he demonstrates 
leg-twisting softshoe steps. After a 
brief banter session with the orch 
leader, Billy brings out his sisters. 
Delores, pianist, and Evelyn, vocali- 
and fiddler. Trio makes a fine nov- 
elty act, with the girls also showing 
professional stage manners. Billy’s 
versatility as a drummer is amazing. 
Delores is a_ precision swingology 
student and Evelyn’s violin playing 
surpasses her ability as a songstress. 
Laymon spiels Billy’s accomplish- 
ments in the films and then the 
youngster imitates Henry Armetta 
and Joe Penner, but it remains for 
his mimic of Mae West's ‘Frankie 
and Johnnie’ number to really sell 
the act. 

Whamming home a pleasing finale 
number, the house band engages in a 
solo anvplause-milker with individual 
musicians spotted during ‘Mamma 
Don’t Allow No Music.’ Entire bill 
lasts nearly three and a half hours. 
Pix are “There Goes My Gal’ (RKO) 
and ‘2314 Hours’ Leave’ (GN). Be- 
sides, there’s goulash of shorts and 
animated subiects. Cash give-vways 
are added Fridays. Guss. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


War and politics are conspicuous 
by their absence from the newsreel! 
screen this week. Clips lean more 
toward humor than the grim scenes 
of remote strife. Nearest approach 
to war coverage is Fox's interview 
with Gen. Franco, in which the lead- 
er of the Insurgents outlines, in 
Spanish, plans for a drive which will 
end the Civil War. Football, aviation 
and fashions consume most of the 
55-min, runoff, 

Snapshots show a Moscow Youth 
Parade (MGM), and a Fascist gath- 
ering in Rome, depicting Mussolini 
decorating soldiers who took part 
in the Ethiopian campaign (Pathe). 


Paramount goes to England for the 
death of Ramsay MacDonald, insert- 
ing a closeup taken in a previous 
interview, in which Mr, MacDonald 
closed a speech with the appropriate 
words, ‘And now my friends, the 
time has come to say goodbye.’ Very 
impressive. Pathe comes back to the 
U. S, with scenes of the ex-Premier’s 
visit to President Roosevelt in 1933, 
followed by Fox’s clip of a James 
Roosevelt speech on social and eco- 
nomic problems at Loyola U., Chi- 
cago. Clip was inserted to show 
similarity between son James’ and 
the President’s mannerisms and 
speech, which are nearly identical. 
Pathe closes snapshots with four 
clips on engineers laying an asphalt 
bed to be placed at bottom of Mis- 
sissippi River. to check erosion; 
counting of ballots from recent elec- 
tion; North Dakota’s 100,000 ton crop 
of sugar beets; and enraged western 
ranchers organizing a vigilante com- 
mittee to combat activities of mod- 
ern motorized horse '‘n’ cattle 
thieves. 

Metro comes up with a fashion 
parade of expensive furs, giving 
prices and leaving women auditors 
gasping. Pathe has one on Fashions 
in Vogue. Universal spreads propa- 
ganda for Florida vacations with 
latest in bathing suits to be worn 
in Miami this winter. 

Clem McCarthy describes the run- 
ning of the Australian Derby in New 
South Wales for Pathe. Unusually 
clear photography, and smooth lens 
following makes this a_ standout. 
Universal brings in the prize among 
race spiels with description of race 
at Newmarket, England, Narrator, 
with a cockney accent, spiels in 
verse, while lens is following the 
gee-gees, about the horse he bet on. 
Sends the house into an uproar by 
climaxing by calling his choice a 
son-of-a . But cutting it short. 

In aviation, Fox shows the taxpay- 
ers where their money is going, with 
shots of the army’s new four-motored 
flying fortresses. Scenes showing the 
inner workings of these mammoths 
are interesting. Pathe has closeups 
of wreckage of two army planes 
which collided over Boeing Field, 
Seattle, killing five officers. Uni- 
versal has particularly interesting 
clip tracing the evolution of trans- 
continental flying from the first pas- 
senger plane to the latest 15-hour 
sleeper. U also has shots of England 
building her air force into one of 
the most formidable defense units in 
Europe. Follows through from fac- 
tory to formation flying of fleets of 
new planes. 

Only ship news shots are by Para- 
mount, which covers the arrival and 
subsequent barring by Immigration 
authorities of Magda de Fontanges. 

On football Fox has the Nebraska- 
Kansas conference game. Thrilling 
shots show Neb. staving off defeat 
by tieing the score in the last few 
minutes of play. Navy - Columbia 
game played at Annapolis also well 
covered by Universal. Shots of New 
York’s own Sid Luckman heaving 
passes all over the lot were just 
what the customers wanted. Ford- 
ham-Purdue, also scheduled, not 
shown at show caught. 

Comical Oddities, a Clancy shot, 
on the screen for seven mins., pro- 
vided plenty of laughs. Camera is 
taken on a tour of old New England 
cemeteries, where in the 1700's the 
custom was to ira ribe gravestones 





PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Nov. 13. 

With Dick Powell yanking ‘em into 
the current auto show at the civic 
auditorium, Nat Holt’s booking of 
James Melton for the RKO Palace 
to counteract the competish turned 
out to be a master stroke. Radio 
and concert singer is pushing up the 
gross by being ballyhooed as the 
‘star who cracked attendance rec- 
ords of last year’s motor exhibit 
here,” which is shrewd publicity. 
Fact that this is his first vaude date 
in Cleveland. which is his wife’s 
home town, gives the bill more news 
value. 


Tenor has the crowd in his hand 
from the start, for his voice is in 
finest fettle> Excellent judgment 
shown in his repertoire—six pop 
song hits of the day—and nothing 
high-brow about his delivery. Be- 
ginning with ‘September in the Rain,’ 
then jumping to a Southern dialect 
ditty and ‘winding up with ‘Whis- 
pers in the Dark.’ he sings them with 
ringing fervor and clarity. Cheerful 
personality clicks as emnhatically as 
his vocal form. Mike technique is 
faultless. 

Trifle too much music in the rest 
of the bill. but there are two good 
relievin® spots. Three Swifts. in the 
third turn, sell mivhty fancy Indian 
club jugeling. with novel twists. 
Comedy stuff is cusual, worked in 
deftly. Deucer is Nora Williams. 
sinter whose hotcha numbers and 
stvle are definitely dated. Does bet- 
ter in sweeter ‘I Need You,’ but had 
her pianist yanked after opener. Too 
many piano acts, was the manager's 
comnlaint. 


Frank Libuse holds No. 5 spot 
okay with slapstick stuff on the 
ivory keys, horsing a tall prima 


donna and valet boisterously enough 
to earn laughs. While the gags at 
half-way mark: get a bit silly, act: is 
acceptable takeoff ‘on Al Trahan’s. 
Good production values are given 
the show by 12 ‘Dancing Sophisti- 
cates,’ mixed troupe of neat tappers, 
who ring up the curtain with col- 
legiate steps. Also come out in the 
fourth spot in a flashy ballroom 
adagio and in closing thev execute 
some tricky footwork in white tux- 


edos. ‘Alcatraz Island’ (WB), the 
film, but vaude this time is the 
strong-sister. Pullen. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 14. 

With Jan Peerce and Eddie Garr 
dividing top honors on the boards, 
and ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) on the screen, 
current show here adds up to sock- 
aroo. It’s 50 minutes of zippy vaude, 
with plenty of eye and ear-appeal. 
Real support is accorded Peerce and 
Garr by Lamberti, zany xylophonist 
who’s scored here frequently; the 
Three Wiles. hoofers; the Two 
Eileens, blonde terpers, and 16 Gae 
Foster gals, who turn in three spiffy 
numbers. 

Peerce’s clear tenor pipes are 
matched only by his easiness in front 
of mike. He’s intro’ed by a stunning 
ballet routine by house line, and gets 
over niftily with ‘Dancing in the 
Dark,’ ‘Macushla,’ and coupla other 
pop ballads. Besides his usual mim- 
ics of Chevalier, Harry Richman, etc., 
Garr takes off Peerce with remark- 
able accuracy. With a smart round 
of patter, comedian also turns in a 
nifty parody on ‘You Can’t Have 
Everything.’ Vying with Garr for 
laughs is Lamberti, whose xylophone 
stuff proves riotous every time he 
appears here—which has been often 
in last few years. Antics. haven't 
been altered much since last time 
caught, but they still click with 
pavees. 

Three Wiles’ eccentric hoofing re- 
veals some novel: routines that get 
over nicely. Two Eileens, blondes 
with plenty of s. a. highlight two 
‘picture’ ballet by the Gae Foster line. 
Latter gals likewise turn in a swell 
kiltie gun drill. With Frankie Con- 
nors back in the pit warbling ‘That 
Old Feeling,” Sam Jack Kaufman’s 
overture is a round of pon tunes. 
Nice crowd on hand at late show 
Friday evening (12). Pete. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 12. 

Although heavily featured in all 
advertising, Barney Rapp and his 
New Englanders actually take a back 
seat in favor of the several unbilled 
specialty turns that are spotted in 
front of the band. Outside of usual 
opening number and the familiar 
finale, Rapp and the band only fill 
two spots of their own in the show, 
a medley, which includes a trumpet 
number and a glee club bit, early on 
the bill, and then a straight band 
number down in the middle of the 
show. 

The orchestra, consisting of five 
brasses and four saxes plus three 
rhythm men, sounds well enough in 
its routine playing, but for stage 
work it lacks individual novelties 
and entertainment tricks within its 
own ranks. Rapp has lost several of 
his older men who formerly took 
eare of this type of thing. Rapp 
himself waves the baton in a 
standard manner and introduces the 
acts and band offerings without any 
varticular displav of personalily or 
chowmanship. He has a noticeably 
band nervous habit of pacing bac’ 
and forth while specialty artists are 
working, 

Amon the added acts for which 
Rann ard his band play is the Three 





with humorous eulogies and epitaphs. | 





Swing Kings, harmony singing trio} 








Unit 
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are symmetric, rhythmic and 


| lookers. 


(STATE-LAKE, CHI) 
Chicago, Nov. 14. | 


This is one of the better units to! 
hit town during the current season. | 


Three Byrons are in the deuce | 


spot. following an opener which has | 


the line girls getting off a _ ship. | 
dressed in red jacketed traveling | 
suits and carrying bags, to be led in | 
a routine by the singing of Ginger | 
Dulo. Acrobatic knockabout turn is 
bad, pace being too slow, and tricks 
inferior. Harry Savoy keeps in line 
by introducing his appearances with 
Waikiki tie-ins from previous scenes. 
He does two sock showings, and is | 
in for the finale. Has discarded 
the dramatic bit finish. 


While the Littlejohns have nothing 
to do with Waikiki, they are a cork- 
ing novelty act, and well worth a 
look. Routine consists of juggling | 
and dancing while rolling around on 
large silver and crystal globes. Boih 
are dressed swell (in silver) and use 
two jeweled backdrops while work- 
ing. Adds plenty to this show. 

Another welcome noveity turn is 
George Cortello and his Hollywood 
Canine Stars in closing act, showing 
a Hawaiian hotel veranda. Cortello 
has his dogs costumed to imperson- 
ate Mae West, Stepin Fetchit, and 
Joe E. Brown. They’re better than 
clever in walk-acrass stuff, and Cor- 
tello is a master at knowing when to 
holler in order to get the most ap- 
plavse. Also has a limp dog thai’s 
good. 

Scenic stuff and production num- 
bers give the unit its large appear- 
ance. Excluding the opening and 
finale, the routine has a _ volcano- 
moonlight-seashore set where girls 
do a Hawaiian dance led by Princess 
Moana, who also takes the finale line 
number. There's also the Human Sac- 
rifice to Mount Pelee number, which 
is big stuff. Ritualistic dance has the 
girls parade on slowly in pairs, while 
Princess Luano hoofs it up to the 
top of a smoking volcano crater to 
disrobe and jump in. Excellent set 
and impressive as done. 

Next to closing has Ginger Dulo 
doing a specialty. She’s okay in 
leading the line numbers, but peo- 
ple aren’t going to like her if she 
keeps jabbing Martha Raye the way 
she’s doing. Girl’s appearance is 
only fair. Hawaiian Troubadours 
are on for all production numbers 
and do all right. House held stan- 
dee line from opening show through- 
out the day. Billed with unit was 
‘Bad Guy’ (MG). Loop. 


SHOW PARADE 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Nov. 14. 

Cap’s cash customers crave dancing 
in small doses. Therefore this unit's 
30 minutes (out of 40 total) of terp- 
ing is too much, Not that the danc- 
ing wasn’t good—just overdone. Ex- 
cello Brothers, Harry and Leo, grab 
top honors with their high perch act, 
with which they mix comedy. Harry 
acts as understander, while Leo shins 
up the pole and does angle balanc- 
ing. 

Show’s opened by Franklin Sisters. 
Olga and Irene, and Woodrow 
Mosher, with a swift challenge rou- 
tine to ‘Sweet Sue.” Ray Dawley. 
emcee, makes his appearance and 
intros Benny Scott, who apes Eddie 
Cantor’s mannerisms in a song, ‘She 
Don’t Want To,’ and then does a 
comedv dance to ‘Goofus.’ Person- 
able Betty and Helen Southern, 
blonde sisters, first present some nic- 
ture work with liehted fags in a 
steel blue licht to ‘Two Cigarettes in 
the Dark.’ then go into a smart hivh 
kick routine to ‘Easy to Love.’ Girls 








doing two comedy numbers that fail 
to get lauths, and one straight num- 
ber which unintentionally succeeds 
in that department. Jane Ruby, en- 
ergetic, but lacking in looks and 
frace, contributes two tan dances, 
the last number being almost _ in- 
visible because it is done in a dark 
blue svotlight, for some strange rea- 
son. DeRosa and Cyrita, ballroom 
team, on early to present a Spanish 
dance, come back later for a whirl- 
int routine that would make a good 
fin‘shine number for the show. 
Jackie Rogan works in two places, 
first doing a modernistic toe number 
havin® several crude and unneres- 
sary bumps in it, following with a 
hetter acrobatic control specialty. 
Ruby Wricht, femme singer with the 
bend, and Eddie Howley, male voca!- 
‘st, also appear in separate snots. 
Both denend strictly on the micro- 
nhone and have no salesmanship be- 
fore an andience, The bov. who sits 
onstage throuvhout to fake at an 
extra niano, sings as thouch he hos 
heen listening too intently to Bing 


| femmes 


| way 
|} trom 





Crosbv’s records. 

Stage show ran 49 minutes Fridov 
(12) at first evening show, and biz | 
was only fair in spnite of fact that | 
*heatre had made house-to-house 
ctribution of ‘two for one’ tictrots 
Pic is ‘Wallaby Jim of Islands’ (GN). | 

Kilew. 


Howard Robinson, a native Atian- 
tan despite his billing as an #nglish- 
man, provides the first relief from 
dancing with his small magic and 
card manipulation. Assisted by Ann 
Scott, he performs all of his leger- 
demain with his hands encased in 
sloves, which, at least, is different. 
Woodie Mosher, also an Atlantan 
and just a few short months out of 
amateur ranks, comes back for a 
speedy rope skipping dance to ‘Bye 
Bye Blues’ and encores with a cred- 
itable bit of tapping on the minia- 
ture stairs to ‘Marie.’ Franklin 
return for a straight tap 
routine to ‘Sheik of Araby’ and make 
for Excellos. Mosher, panting 
his other exertions, makes a 
third appearance, offering a complete 


| toe tap routine to ‘Don’t Give Up the 


Ship.’ 


Ray Dawley then offers comedy 
| fags, mostly off color, and is joined 
|for some hokum by the Southern 


sisters. He goes off and the 
present an acrobatic dance to 
mented’ and ‘Eyes of Texas,’ finish- 
ing with jumps, backflips and 
double cartwheels to ‘Boola Boola.’ 
Dawley rejoins them and after some 
crossfire with a stooge in the audi- 
ence he and the Southerns go 
through more acro stuff to ‘Swing 
Hivh. Swing Low,’ with girls vrac- 
tically disrobing the man during 
turn, 
Usual 
Dawley 


firls 


*‘Tor- 


cut-and-dried 
summoning on 
a time for bows. Show is owned 
and vroduced by Charles Se‘dner 
and there are 17 in comnanyv. Man- 
ager has rernutined whole show, 
moving Excellos into closing svot 
»nd eliminating some of dancing and 
Dawley’s gags, which cut time down 
to 34 mins. Joe Rolley, blackface 
billed out front, is missine. Manager 
scid he walked out because he was 
asked to eliminate risrue song from 
his routine, Pie is ‘The Man Who 
Cried Wolf’ (U), Biz: capacity. 
Luch. 


finale found 
acts one at 


CAN YOU TAKE IT? 
(ORPHEUM, MPLS.) 


Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 

This Nick Boila unit show shapes 
up as a first-rate revue of unpre- 
tentious proportions. While far from 
being a ‘Folies Bergeres,’ it should 
pass muster anywhere, especially 
when augmented by a name like 
Eddie Peabody, as here. It has a 
dandy line of 16 girls, considerable 
production flash, some swell costum- 
ing and two better-than-average acts 
in Dr, Hoffman and Don Zelaya. Like 
most of these minor units, it could 
use a little more novelty and talent 
advantageously, especially in these 
larger stands. Also, it is deficient in 
comedy. While it moves fairly fast 
ior the most part, a m.c., who could 
ginger up the proceedings and im- 
part a tone of greater importance to 
them, would help immeasurably. 

The well-drilled chorus does a 
modified strip-tease to get the show 
off to a swift start. Gertrude Briefer, 
acrobatic and contortionist dancer, 
demonstrates unusual muscle control 
and winds up snappily with a series 
of cartwheels from a standing start. 
The Bredwins, a trio of male acro- 
bats, mix some mild comedy with 
their gymnastic feats. For a strong 
finish the act’s limber comic jumps 
the rope while lying down. 

A production number with the 
girls wearing striking gowns is built 
around a bizarre adagio dance by a 
bronze-skinned, fantastically arrayed 
couple, Hahn and De Negre. Mlie. 
Lorraine sings pop numbers throurh 
a mike. She is followed by the 
show's lone novelty, and its best ens 
tertainment bet, Dr. Hoffman. As- 
sisted by four of the girls, the suave 
‘doctor’ changes water from white to 
pink and back again in a pitcher and 
glass, and then pours out every sort 
of alcoholic and non-alcoholic drink 
requested by auditors from one and 
the same cocktail shaker and passes 
the beverages out to the audience. 

Eddie Peabody gets a hand on his 
entrance, and his banjo and violin 
strumming registers solidly, as usual. 
He repeats such sure-fire numbers as 
‘Poet and Peasant’ and ‘Listen to the 
Mocking Bird,’ with plenty of trick 
playing tossed in. For a sock finish 
he jazzes it up with the orchestra. 
Another production number provides 
unusual effects. with Miss Briefer 
dencing exotically in front of seven 
mirrors and the line girls swinging 
larve fans in fancy formations. 

First real comedy comes rext to 
closing, and is the vulgar and near- 
offensive brand dispensed by Den 
Zoava, the nianist. whose act re- 
volves around h‘s demonstration ard 
explanation of the effects of various 
tvpes of music on the human bodv— 
the same as durin? the vast 10 veors 
or more. The act has been seen heve 
time and time afain, but gets lau«>s 
from a comedv-hungrv audience de- 
snite its revetition and rawness. A 
rhumba chorus number makes a 
stron@ finish, 

‘Danter—Love at Work’ (20th) ard 
a number of shorts on th? sereen 
1, In ts provide niantw of enaer + r 
“ic, Less then a holf-filled? * > at 
‘ha Inet opening day matir 
formance. 
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\. HEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
9/24/37 SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Com-Dr Stuart Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 61 10/13 
TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM Com-Dr J. Crawford-Tone D. Arzner 100 9/29 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbury Meno Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 65 
SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST Par ‘Par Melodrama G. Michael-L. Crabbe C. Reisner 62 9/8 
40 NAUGHTY GIRLS Wm. Seiter RKO Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts Edw. Cline 63 9/8 
ARIZONA GUNFIGHTER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Beb Steele Sam Newfield 
BEHIND THE MIKE Lew Brock U Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Salkow 68 11/3 
BACK IN CIRCULATION S. Bischoff WE Com-Rom P. O’Brien-Blondell R. Enright 100 7/28 
10/1/37 SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw Schertzinger 98 9/1 
; MADAME X J. K. McGuinness MGM Drama Gladys George-W. William Sam Wood 715 9/29 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Nagel-W. Hull William Nigh 55 9/29 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A. Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Dunne-R. Scott R. Mamoulian 116 7/28 
MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J. Fontaine J. Blystone 77 9/15 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-J. Allen Joseph Kane 59 10/13 
YOUTH ON PAROLE Phil Rosen Rep Melodrama M. Marsh-G. Oliver Phil Rosen 61 10/13 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wilson 20th Musical Ritz Bres.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 80 9/29 
CARNIVAL QUEEN Robt. Presnell U Melodrama D. Kent-R. Wilcox Nate Watt 66 11/3 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA Henry Blanke WB Biog Paul Muni-G. Sendegaard Wm. Dieterle 123 6/30 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR Bryan Foy ws Com-Rom R. Reagan-June Travis Nick Grinde 61 9/15 
10/ 7 LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE M. Connolly Cel Rom-Com D. Mentgomery-J. Parker Ray McCarey 72 10/6 
/ RENFREW OF. THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C. Hughes Al Herman 64 11/10 
PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R. Karns Ralph Murphy 66 10/20 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Edw. Killy 58 8/28 
THE WRONG ROAD Colbert Clark Rep Melodrama R. Cromwell-L. Atwill J. Cruze 62 10/13 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 78 10/6 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 20th Western Smith Ballew , Gus Meins 55 
FAREWELL AGAIN V. Saville UA Melodrama L. Banks-F. Robson Tim Whelan 
I MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger UA Rom-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Wayne-S. Bromley Art Lubin 60 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB Drama C. Rains-G. Dickson Mervyn LeRoy 98 6/30 
10/16/37 MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE W. MacDonald Cel Mystery Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Al S. Rogell 68 11/3 
DR. SYN GB GB Drama George Arliss Neill-Howell 78 
WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 58 
DOUBLE WEDDING J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M. Loy R. Thorpe 85 9/22 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Outdoor 0. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE R. N. Bradbury Mene Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury 
ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lubitsch 9@ 8/15 
FIT FOR A KING David L. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown-Helen Mack Edw. Sedgwick 73 9/1 
TRIGGER TRIO Sol Siegel Repub Western Three Mesquiteers Wm. Witney 
HEIDI R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Temple-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwan 85 11/10 
THAT’S MY STORY Robt. Presnell U Melodrama C. Morgan-Wm. Lundigan Sid Solkow 
OVER THE GOAL Bryan Foy WB Rom-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis Noel Smith 62 10/6 
10/22/37 THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant Leo McCarey 90 10/20 
KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M. & A. Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 57 10/20 
LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr R. Montgomery-R. Russell G. Fitzmaurice 78 10/20 
THUNDER TRAIL Par Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton 56 9/29 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Alfred Santell 65 
CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-Joan Marsh Eugene Forde an 9/22 
STAND-IN W. Wanger UA Comedy L. Howard-Jean Blondell Tay Garnett 90 10/6 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN H. J. Brown * WB Com-Rom E. Flynn-Joan Blondel! Michael Curtiz 82 9/29 
10 /29 /37 TRAPPED BY G MEN Col Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibsen Louis D. Collins 65 11/10 
, TEX RIDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 66 11/3 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 115 10/27 
FEDERAL BULLETS Lon Young Mono Drama M. Stone-T. Walker Karl Brown 61 10/27 
THIS WAY, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 72 9/15 
THERE GOES THE GROOM A. Lewis RKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 4 10/13 
RIDIN’ THE LONE TRAIL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 456 11/3 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN L. Schwab 20th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-J. Lang David Butler 80 10/20 
WESTLAND CASE L. Fox-S, Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 10/6 
THE GREAT GARRICK M. LeRoy wB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
11/5/37 SWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN Com-Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 63 11/10 
vas THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
DANGER VALLEY R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
HOLD ’EM, NAVY ‘Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 62 11/10 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY A. Lewis RKO Com-Rom J. Boles-I. Lupino Ben Stoloff 67 10/20 
PORTIA ON TRIAL A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr W. Abel-F. Inescort G. Nicholas, Jr. 72 11/10 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Soethern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgeon-W. Barrie Sylvan Simon 70 11/3 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND Cosmo WB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 64 10/13 
11/12/37 I'LL TAKE ROMANCE E. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas Edw. Griffith 
MR. BOGGS STEPS OUT Ben Pivar GN Com-Dr S. Erwin-H. Chandler G. Wiles 67 
THE LAST GANGSTER MGM MGM Drama E. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig $1 11/10 
THE BARRIER H Sherman Par Outdoor L. Carrille-J. Parker Les Selander 90 11/3 
LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen RKO Com-Rom W. Bourne-J. Dunn Lew Landers 60 11/3 
SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel Rep Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane - 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Remero-P. Brooks M. St. Clair 10/20 
STORM IN A TEACUP Korda UA Rom-Dr V. Leigh-R. Harrison V. Saville : 
MURDER IN DIAMOND ROW A. Korda UA Melodrama E. Lowe-S. Shaw-A. Todd W. K. Howard 75 11/17 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF '38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer Irv. Cummings 90 10/27 
ewe ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald : 
11/19. HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Col Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Se 
11/19/37 FRONTIER TOWN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Saylor 
NAVY BLUE AND GOLD S. Zimbalist MGM Football RB. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 95 11/17 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy : F 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS P. S. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Burns and Allen Geo. Stevens 
THE GUN RANGER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-E. Stewart S. Newfield 
THE DUKE COMES BACK H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr A. Lane-H. Angel-G. Tobin I. Pichel 
SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 20th Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 75 11/10 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson-Carrillo H. Young 8@ 10/6 
_IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown Ws Comedy L. Howard-B. Davis Archie Mayo 90 7/21 
11 /26 /37 SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST S. Buchman Col Comedy Boles-Luli Desti _M. Gering Be 
THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY H. Rapf MGM Com-Rom :: R. Sinclair-M. Rooney J. W. Rubin 80 11/17 
COUNTRY FAIR E. B. Derr Mone Rom-Com ‘J. F. MacDonald-M. L. Lender HH. Bretherton 73 ; 
EBB TIDE L. Hubbard Par , Drama O. Homolka-F. Farmer Jas. Hogan 91 10/13 
TEXAS TRAIL Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-J. Allen Dave Sellman 
HIGH FLYERS Lee Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey Eddie Cline 10 11/10 
WILD HORSE RODEO S. C. Siegel Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 
45 FATHERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-T. Beck Jas. Tinling 
DINNER AT THE RITZ R. T. Kane 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-P. Lukas H. D. Schuster 15 11/10 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lombard-F. March Wm. Wellman 
SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROUS E. M. Asher U Com-Dr W. Gargan-D. Kent Milt Carruth 65 11/10 
; te SUBMARINE D-1 L. Edelman Ws Rom-Com P. O’Brien-D. Weston Lloyd Bacon 100 11/17 
12/3/37 ALL-AMERICAN SWEETHEART W. MacDonald Col Rom-Com S. Colton-P. Farr  L. Hillyer  — eee 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Rapf MGM Football J. Stewart-R. Young J W. Rubin 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom C. Lombard-MacMurray Wes Ruggles 85 11/17 
TAKING THE TOWN M. Cohen RKO Comedy Fred Stone-D. Vaughan Edw. Killy - 
BIG TOWN GIRL Milton Feld 20th Melodrama C. Trevor-D. Woods Alfred Werker 46 11/10 
PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE E. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Barrie-K. Taylor S. S. Simon 
=e FIRST LADY _ H. J. Brown WB _—sS~Rom-Com K. Francis-P. Fester Stan Logan 
12/10/37 A CARNIVAL LADY W. MacDonald Col Melodrama R. Hayworth-C. Quigley CC Col 
/ A MATTER OF PRIDE Joe Cohn MGM Comedy J. Beal-F. Rice-F. Morgan Ww. Thiele aa 
LOVE ON TOAST E. Cohen Par Rom-Com J. Payne-S. Ardler E. A. Dupont 
DANGER PATROL Maury Cohen RKO Melodrama S. Eilers-J. Beal Lew Landers 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 
JONES FAMILY BORROWING TROUBLE Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Frank Strayer 60 11/17 
ADVENTURE’S END U U Spectacle J. Wayne-D. Gibson Arthur Lubin 63 11/17 
MISSING WITNESSES Bryan Foy WB Melodrama J. Litel-J. Dale Wm. Clemens 
‘17/37 NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-Mel Anna Lee-J, Loder _§ 
12, 17, 3 SECOND FAMILY AFFAIR Harry Rapf MGM Comedy L. Steone-C. Parker yy 
ROMANCE OF ROCKIES R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene-B. Wallace R. N. Bradbury 
BORN TO THE WEST Par Par Western J. Wayne-J. M. Brown Chas. Barton 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 
TARZAN’S REVENGE Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-E. Holm D. R. Lederman 
ACTION FOR SLANDER A. Kore UA Melodrama C. Brook-A, Todd Tim Whelan 
SHE LOVED A FIREMAN Bryan Foy wes Com-Dr D. Foran-A. Sheridan John Farrow 57 11/17 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Nov, 16. 
Studios finished production on 15 pictures since Nov. 2, bringing total of 
pix completed to 151, against season’s promise of 588. Production in gen- 
eral continues to lag at all studios although plenty of product is on hand to 


meet scheduled needs. 


Currently shooting are 35 pictures, with 72 in the cutting rooms readying 


for release. 





Columbia 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reems Cameras tion 
Features ........ a 40 6 4 8 22 1 
Westerms ......... 22 4 I 3 14 1 
REE Re 62 10 5 il 36 2 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘YLL TAKE ROMANCE,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by 
Edward H. Griffith; photographed by Lucien Andriot; no writing credits 
announced as yet. Cast: Grace Moore, Melvyn Douglas, Stuart Erwin. 
Andre Beranger, Helen Westley, Richard Carle, Walter Kingsford. 

‘ALL AMERICAN SWEETHEART,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Robert E. 
Kent; screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace Neville and Michael L. Sim- 
mons; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Scott Colton, Patricia Farr, 
Gene Morgan, Ruth Hilliard, Joe Twerp, Allen Brook, Thurston Hall, Louis 
De Pron. 


‘THE SHADOW,’ formerly titled ‘CARNIVAL LADY,’ produced by Wal- 
lace MacDonald for Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; 
original by Milton Raison; screen play by Lambert Hillyer and Arthur T. 
Horman; photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Charles Quigley, Rita 
Hayworth, Marc Lawrence, Donald Kirk, Dwight Frye and Arthur Loft. 


‘SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ produced by Sydney Buchman; directed 
by Marion Gering. Magazine story by B. Avery Strakosh; screen play by 
Gladys Lehman and Delmar Daves; photographed by Merritt Gerstad, 
Cast: John Boles, Luli Deste, Helen Westley, Frances Drake, Thomas 
Mitchell, Patricia Farr. 


‘FORGOTTEN WOMEN,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Mortimer Braus; 
sereen play by Saul Elkins; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Sara 
Padden, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Mayo Methot, Barbara Weeks, Arthur 
Loft. Bess Flowers. 

‘UNDER SUSPICION,’ formerly titled ‘MURDERERS WELCOME,’ pro- 
duced by Larry Darmour; directed by Lewis D. Collins; magazine story by 
Philip Wylie. Cast: Jack Holt, Katherine De Mille, Craig Reynolds, Luis 
Alberni, Purnell Pratt, Esther Muir, Morgan Wallace. 

‘START CHEERING,’ formerly titled ‘COLLEGE FOLLIES OF 1938,’ and 
‘FRESHMAN FOLLIES,’ produced by Nat Perrin; directed by Al Rogell; 
original by Corey Ford; camera by Joe Walker. Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Joan Perry, Walter Connolly, Jimmy Durante, Gertrude Niesen, Romo 
Vincent, Chaz Chase, Hal LeRoy, Johnny Green, Raymond Walburn, 
Howard, Fine and Howard, Virginia Dale, Ernest Truex, Jimmy Wallington, 
Gene Morgan, Louis Prima, Thurston Hall, Geni Legon. 

‘AMERICAN LEGION,’ produced by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C. 
Coleman, Jr.; original by Martin Mooney; screen play by Michael Simmons; 
photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Don Terry, Mary Russell, Robert 
Warwick, James Hollywood, George McKay. 

‘HEADIN’ EAST,’ formerly titled ‘BUCKING BROADWAY,’ Coronet pic- 
ture for Columbia release; L. G. Leonard, associate producer; directed by 
Ewing Scott; original by Joseph Hoffman and Monroe Shaff; screen play by 
Ethel LaBlanche; photographed by Allen Thompson. Cast: Buck Jones, 
Ruth Coleman, Elaine Arden, Shemp Howard, Donald Douglas. 

‘MURDER IN SWINGTIME,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Leon Barsha; original by Fred Pedersen; screen 
play by Robert Kent and Henry Taylor; photographed by Henry Freulich. 
Cast: Don Ferry, Wyn Cahoon, Robert Paige, Rita Hayworth, John Gal- 
laudet, Gene Morgan. 

‘SINGING RANGERS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by Sam Nelson; original by Doris Schroeder; screen play by 
~ Earl Repp. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Donald Grayson, Dick 

urtis. 

Columbia Pictures Now in Preduction 

‘LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK,’ formerly titled ‘WONDER CHILD,’ pro- 
duced by Wallace MacDonald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Aubrey Scotto; original by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Grace Neville; screen play 
by Niblo, Miss Neville and Michael Simmons; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Leo Carrillo, Margaret Irving, Scott Colton, 
Inez Palange, Jacqueline Wells. 

‘PENITENTIARY,’ formerly titled ‘CRIMINAL CODE,’ 
Robert North; directed by John Brahm; from play by Martin Flavin; screen 
play by Seton I. Miller and Fred Niblo, Jr. Cast: Walter Connolly. 

‘NO TIME TO MARRY,’ formerly titled ‘THE NIGHT BEFORE,’ pro- 
duced by Nat Perrin; directed by Harry Lachman; original by Paul Gallico; 
screen play by Paul Jarrico. Cast: Richard Arlen, Mary Astor, Lionel 
ee. Virginia Dale, Thurston Hall, Marjorie Gateson, Arthur Loft, Paul 

urst. 

‘LONE RIDER,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; 
prt by Sam Nelson; no other credits yet available. Cast: Charles 

tarrett. 

‘A DANGEROUS AFFAIR,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; original by Howard Green; screen play by Jefferson 
Parker; photographed by James Brown. Cast: Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, 
Craig Reynolds, Douglas Wood, Spencer Charters, Maurice Cass, Marjorie 
Gateson, Tom Kennedy, Corbet Morris, Dorcthy Appleby, Gilbert Emery, 
John Wray, Sheila Bromley, Tully Marshall, Greta Meyer. 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 


roduced by 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories im 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ........ +6 43 16 i) 1 3 7 
WOSOGUG, 6... 0+0an 22 3 0 2 17 2 
WO Wien scs ee 65 13 0 3 49 9 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

‘MR. BOGGS STEPS OUT,’ formerly titled ‘MR. BOGGS BUYS A 
BARREL,’ produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Gordon Wiles; original by 
Clarence Budington Kelland; screen play by Richard English; photographed 
by John Stumar. Cast: Stuart Erwin, Helen Chandler, Toby Wing, Walter 

uron, Spencer Charters, Milburn Stone, William Moore. _ : 

‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ produced by Edward Finney; supervised by Linds- 
ley Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original screen play by Edmond 
Kelso; photographed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Ann Evers, Hor- 
ace Murphy, Snub Pollard, Charles King. 


Metro 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepera- 
; Promised pieted ing Rooms Cameras tioa 
Features ......... j 48 11 7 3 27 1 
Hal Roach........ 4 0 0 6 a 1 
re a¥e 52 1k 7 3 WwW 8 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
J. Walter Ruben; original by Ruben, Cast: Wallace Beery, Raymong Hat- 
ton, Virginia Bruce, Lewis Stone, Bruce Cabot, Larry Doyle, Joseph 











Calleia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Edwards, Noah Beery, Sr., 
Arthur Hohl, Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen. 

‘THE FOUR MARYS,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Rich- 
ard Thorpe; original by Fanny Heaslip Lea; photographed by Karl Freund. 
Cast: Myrna Loy, Rosalind Russell, Franchot Tone, Walter Pidgeon, Nana 


' Bryant, Leonard Penn, Ruth Hussey, Rita Johnson. 


‘MANNEQUIN,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by Frank Bor- 


| zage; original by Katharine Brush, photographed by George Folsey. Cast 
| Joan Crawford, Spencer Tracy, Alan Curtis, Mary Phillips, Leo Gorcey, 


Elizabeth Risdon, Oscar O'Shea. 
Metro Pix Now in Production 

‘EVERYBODY SING,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Edwin L 
Marin; original story by Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan Woolf; other 
writer credits not available as yet; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: 
Allan Jones, Fanny Brice, Judy Garland, Billie Burke, Reginald Owen 
Lynne Carver. 

‘MATTER OF PRIDE,’ no producer credit; directed by William Thiele; 
original by William C. White; photographed by William Daniels. Cast: 
Frank Morgan, John Beal, Florence Rice, Herman Bing, Cora Witherspoon, 
Janet Beecher, Erik Rhodes, E. E. Clive, George Givot. 

‘BENEFITS FORGOT,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 
Clarence Brown; novel by Honore Willsie Morrow; photographed by 
Charles Lawton. Cast: Walter Huston, James Stewart, Beulah Bondi, 
Charles Coburn, Ted Healy, Charley Grapewin, Guy Kibbee. 

‘ROSALIE,’ produced by William Anthony McGuire; directed by W. S. 
Van Dyke; photographed by Oliver Marsh; no writing credits as yet. Cast: 


Nelson Eddy, Eleanor Powell, Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger, Ilona Massey, | 


Edna May Oliver, Virginia Gray, Reginald Owen, Janet Beecher. 

‘A FAMILY VACATION,’ no producer credit; directed by George Seitz; 
writer “redits not available as yet; photographed by Lester White. Cast: 
Lewis Stone, Cecelia Parker, Mickey Rooney, Fay Holden, Sara Haden, Ted 
Pearson, Charley Grapewin, Eleanor Lynn, Ann Rutherford. 

‘GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST,’ produced by William Anthony Mc- 
Guire; directed by Robert Z. Leonard; from the stage play by David 
Belasco; screen play by William Anthony McGuire; photographed by Oliver 
Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Leo Carrillo, Buddy 
Ebsen, Ray Bolger, Leonard Penn, Priscilla Lawson. 

‘ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; 
directed by Georve Fitzmaurice; original from story by Maurice Leblanc; 
no other writer credits as yet announced; photographed by John Seitz. 
Cast: Melvyn Douglas, Virginia Bruce, Warren William, John Halliday, 
Monty Woolly, George Douglas, Leonard Penn. 





Monogram 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ye 26 14 0 i ll 5 
WOOT <i cciauce 16 4 0 2 10 2 
ere 42 18 0 3 21 7 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘DANGER VALLEY,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury; original 
screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert Longenecker. Cast: 
Jack Randall, Lois Wilde, Charles King, Ernie Adams, Earl Dwire, Hal 
Price. . 

‘BOY OF THE STREETS,’ produced by Charles Bigelow; directed by 
William Nigh; original by Rowland Brown; screen play by Scott Darling; 
photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Maureen 
O’Connor, Marjorie Main, Matty Fain, Guy Usher, Kathleen Burke, Gordon 
Elliott. 

‘ROMANCE OF THE ROCKIES,’ produced and directed by R. N. Brad- 
bury; original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert 





Longenecker. Cast: Tom Keene, Beryl Wallace, Earl Dwire, Horace 
Murphy. 
Paramount 
Now Balance to 

Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Cem- Sheot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tion 
See 36 16 4 6 10 4 
Harry Sherman... 6 3 0 2 1 E 
Emanuel Cohen... 3 0 1 2 5 2 
B. P. Schulberg... 3 1 9 1 6 i) 
pee 58 20 5 il 22 1 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed by E. A. 
Dupont; original screen play by Jane Storm, Richard Connell and Doris 
Malloy; photographed by Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Stella Ardler, John 
Payne, Grant Richards, Katharine ‘Sugar’ Kane, Isabel Jewell, Luis Alberni. 

‘BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY,’ produced by B. P. Schulberg; directed 
by Richard Wallace; original by George Auerbach; screen play by Theodore 
Reeves; camera, Leon Shamroy. Cast: Edward Arnold, Shirley Ross, John 
Trent, William Frawley, Weber and Fields, the Radio Rogues, Ruth Davis, 
Kitty Kelly. ; 

‘BORN TO THE WEST,’ general office production, direeted by Charles 
Barton; screen play by Stuart Anthony and Robert Yost; from novel by 
Zane Grey. Cast: John Wayne, Marsha Hunt, Jotm Mack Brown, Syd 
Saylor, Monte Blue, John Patterson, Nick Lukats, James Craig, Lucien 
Littlefield. 

‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; Howard Esta- 
brook, associate producer; original by Stuart N. Lake; screen play by Paul 
Schofield, remand Geraghty and Fred Jackson; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Bob Burns, Lloyd Nolan, Mary Nash, 
Ralph Morgan, Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, Jane Dewey, Barlowe 
Borland. 

‘TRUE CONFESSION,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by Wesley 
Ruggles; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff; screen play by Claude Binyon; 
based on play by Louis Verneuil and Georges Berr. Cast: Carole Lom- 
bard, Fred MacMurray, Porter Hall, John Barrymore, Edgar Kennedy, 
Richard Carle, Una Merkel, Fritz Feld. ; 

‘CASSIDY OF BAR 20,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by_Les 
Selander; screen play by Norman Houston; original by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Frank Darien, Russell Hay- 
den, Nora Lane, Rober: Fiske, John Elliott. 

‘THE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille; photo- 

raphed by Victor Milner; screen play by Edwin Justus Mayer, Harold 

mb and C. Gardner Sullivan from Jeanie MacPherson’s Adaptation of 
‘Lafitte, the Pirate,’ by Lyle Saxon. Cast: Fredric March, Franciska Gaal, 
Akim Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Walter Brennan, Douglas Dumbrille, Robert 
Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bor.di, Margot Grahame, Spring Byington. 

‘DAUGHTER OF SHANGHAL,’ general office production; directed by 
Robert Florey; original by Garnett Weston; screen play by Garnett Weston 
and Gladys Unger; photographed by Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Anna 
May Wong, Philip Ahn, Charles Bickford, Larry Crabbe, Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Anthony Quinn, J. Carrol Naish, Ching Wah Lee. 


‘EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY,’ Major Pictures production; produced by | 


Emanuel Cohen; directed by Edward Sutherland; screen play by Mae West; 
Cast: Mae West, Edmund Lowe, Charlie Butterworth, Walter Catlett. 

‘SCANDAL STREET,’ formerly titled ‘THEY KNEW WHAT HAPPENED,’ 
produced by general manager's office; directed by James Hogan; screen 
play by Bertram Millhauser and Eddie Welch; based on story by_ Vera 
Caspary; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Lew Ayres, Louise Camp- 
bell, Porter Hall, Roscoe Karns, Virginia Weidler, Edgar Kennedy and 
Cecil Cunningham. ’ 

‘GUN SMOKE,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander: 
original by Clarence E. Mulford; screen play by Norman Houston; photo- 

(Continued on page 28) 








BRONCO BILLY’S SISTER 
"HAS RADIO SHOW IDEA 


San Francisco, Nov. 16. 

A radio act called ‘Classical 
Swingster,’ consisting of burlesques 
|of operatic sopranos, is being peddled 
|to local and Los Angeles radio sta- 
tions by Leona Anderson, sister of 
|George W. ‘Bronco Billy’ Anderson, 
| first cowboy star of the old Essanay 
| studios. Miss Anderson, who is said 
to possess a sizable fortune, recent- 
ly demonstrated her idea at a dance 


sponsored by the National Broad- 
casting Co. technicians’ union, As- 
sociated Technical Employees. 

She appeared in the earliest 
Charlie Chaplin screen comedies, 
ind has sung both in opera and in 
George M. Cohan musical comedies. 


Lloyd's ‘Fargo’ Bally 


Hoitywood, Nov. 16. 
Paramount is readying smash 
campaign for ‘Wells Fargo’ with 
Frank Lloyd, producer-director, mak- 
| ing key spot rounds with print. 
Heads for N. Y. Dec. 5 for trade 
showing and then hits keys for press 


trade screenings Returns to N. Y. 
for premiere Dec. 22 and then spans 
| country for Frisco opening Dec. 30. 
Studio publicist accompanies Lloyd 


| on jaunt. 
| Cronin West for Metro 
| 


| Dr. A. J. Cronin, author of ‘The 
| Citadel,’ current best seller, arrived 
from England Monday (15) and will 
leave for the Coast in a few days 
|as adviser to Metro on the filming of 
| his book 

Will remain in New York several 
| days and visit Boston before hopping 
west. 





! 
| CONTRACTS 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Jane Withers optioned for an- 
other year at 20th-Fox. 

Columbia handed Ed Earl Repp a 
year's scripting termer. 

Jack Dunn, ex-skating partner of 
Sonja Henie, drew a playing termer 
at Paramount. 

Gladys Unger ticketed to a Para- 
mount writing pact. 

Frieda Inescort sealed for 
more films at Republic. 

Rex Dunn handed year’s contract 
at 20th-Fox as composer and musi- 
cal director. 

Paramount hoisted its options on 
Burton Lane, melodist, and Ralph 
Freed, songwriter, for another year. 

Lou Breslow sticks at 20th-Fox as 
a writer for another year on an op- 
tion-hoisting deal. 

Mrs. Elisabeth Alexander Major's 
vocal coach pact has been renewed 
at 20th-Fox for six months. 

Warner dotted-lined Irving Rapper 
to new dialog-directing pact. 

William Noble renewed with Re- 
public as lenser for a year. 

Option on Charles Henderson, U 
vocal arranger, picked up for anoth- 
er year. 

Metro has handed Jack Chertok a 
new termer as short subjects chief. 

Gale Sondergaard signatured new 
playing termer at Metro. 

Jayne Regan, 20th-Fox starlet, had 
her option exercised. 

Universal signed Edna May Jones 
to a playing ticket. 

Metro validated the option of Ted 
Pearson. 


two 





Holly wood, Nov. 16. 

Universal transmogrified ‘A Wel- 
come Impostor’ into ‘The Midnight 
Intruder.” It started as ‘Synthetie 
Gentleman,’ novel by Channing Pol- 
lock, 

Columbia’s ‘American Legion’ goes 
to the marquees as ‘Squad of Honor.’ 

Universal switched ‘More Than 
Love’ to ‘Deadlocked.’ 

‘West of Broadway,’ Coronet Buck 
Jones pic, now is ‘Headin’ East.’ 

Tag of ‘The Badge of Policeman. 
O’Roon,’ Bing Crosby starrer at Ma- 
jor, whittled down to ‘Doctor 
| Rhythm.’ 

Metro switched ‘A Family Vaca- 
tion’ to ‘Catch of the Season.’ 

‘A Matter of Pride’ at Metro be 
comes ‘Beg, Borrow or Steal.’ 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
acquired ‘The Victoria 
Fight,’ novel by Rufus 


Universal 
| Docks at 
King. 
Filming rights to ‘She Said. I Do,’ 
Red Book novel by Frank R. Adams, 
purchased by Gregory LaCava. 
‘Hell's Kitchen Has a Pantry,’ mag 
serial by Borden Chase, has been 
purchased by Universal, with Charles 
| Beahan, story ed, handling deal. This 
| is second yarn to be bought by U 
for next season’s line-up. Charles R. 
Rocers, production chief, is due in 
N. Y. next Monday (22) for confabsg 
| with Beahan, 
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“NEW SONGS! NEW STEPS! NEW | 


—with a zip and a swing to make the v 


Here they come...in the grand- 
est, gayest, laughingest musical 
of all! ... with Footloose Fred 
topping his tops in the “Drum 
Dance”... romancin’ with Holly- 


woods new Girl of Your Dreams . 
.with goofy George and 
goofier Gracie at their goofiest! _ 


..with romance and rhythm and 
fun run riot on a screen alive 
with the lift of glorious gayety! 


POSITIVELY THE WORLD’S 


DIZZIEST DANCING SHOW 


...A JOY-FILLED, NOVELTY 


THRILLED, LAVISH LOAD | 


OF LIVING HIGH! SMA 





From the Saturday Evening Post 
Story by P. G. WODEHOUSE 


Screen Play by 


ee a P. G. Wodehouse, Ernest Pagane, S$. K. Lauren 
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graphed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell 
Hayden, John Elliott, Billy King, Natalie Moorhead. 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; directed 
by Mitchell Leisen; screen play by Walter DeLeon, Francis Martin, and 
Ken Englund; based on adaptation by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
of stery by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan. Cast: W. C. Fields, Martha Raye, 
Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Leif Erikson, Kirsten 
Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Shep Fields. 

‘ROMANCE IN THE DARK,’ formerly titled ‘THE YELLOW NIGHT- 
INGALE,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; directed by H. C. Potter; screen 
play by Frank Partos and Anne Morrison Chapin; based on play by 
Hermann Bahr; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Gladys Swarth- 
out, Jchn Boles, John Barrymore, Clair Dodd, Fritz Feld. 


‘DOCTOR RHYTHM,’ formerly titled “THE BADGE OF POLICEMAN 
O’ROON,’ Major Pictures production; produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed 
by Frank Tuttle; original by O. Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and 
Richard Connell; photozraphed by Charles Lan. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary 
Carlisle, Beatrice Lillie, Andy Devine, Laura Hope Crews. 


‘BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ produced and directed by Ernst 


| 


Lubitsch: no story credits available as yet: photographed by Leo Tover. | 


Casi: Claudette Colbert, Gary Cooper, 

Niven, Luis Alberni, Tyler Brooke. 
‘HER JUNGLE. LOVE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed by George 

Archainbaud; no other credits available 2s yet: photographed by Ray Ren- 





nahan. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland, J. Carrol Naish, Lynn Over- 
man. 
RKO-Raaio 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
SRE Se Pe 43 11 4 5 23 16 
CHOMESE. i cdevecie e 6 UO) 0 0 6 2 
Sol Lesser..:...cc. 3 1 1 0 1 1 
David Loew..... é 2 2 6 6 0 0 
Walt Disney..... é 1 0 1 0 6 6 
¢ Wetal .isecacas 55 14 6 5 30 19 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘DANGER PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘HIGHWAY TO HELL,’ produced 
by Maury Cohen; directed by Lew Landers; original by Helen Vreeland 


and Hilda Vincent; screen play by Sy Bartlett and J. Robert Bren; photo- 
sraphed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: John Beal, Sally Eilers, Harry Carey, 
rank M. Thomas, Lee Patrick, Ed Gargan, Paul Guilfoyle. 


‘4 DAMSEL IN DISTRESS,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by George Stevens; original by P. G. Wodehouse; screen play by P. G 
Wodehouse, Ernest Pagano and S. K. Laurel; photographed by Joe August. 
Cast: Fred Astaire, Joan Fontaine, Gracie Allen and George Burns, Ray 
on Gardiner, Constance Collier, Montagu Love, Harry Watson, 
ack Carson. 


‘HITTING A NEW HIGH,’ formerly titled ‘IT NEVER HAPPENED BE- 
FORE,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky; directed by Raoul Walsh; original by 
Robert Harari and Maxwell Shane; screen play by Gertrude Purcell and 
John Twist; poocgreroed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Lily Pons, John Howard, 
Jack Oakie, Eric Blore, Edward Everett Horton, Billy Gilbert, Eduardo 
Ciannelli. 

‘SHE’S GOT THAT SWING,” produced by Albert Lewis; directed by 
Joseph Santley; original by Joseph Hoffman and Monroe Shaff; photo- 
graphed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Gene Raymond, Ann Sothern, Victor 
Moore, Helen Broderick, Billy Gilbert, William Brisbane, Alan Bruce. 


‘TAKING THE pe ae pe reanane by Maury Cohen; directed by Edward 
Killy; original by Arthur T. Horman; screen play by Horman and Franklin 
Coen; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Fred Stone, Dorothy Moore, 
Gordon Jones, Harlan Briggs, Paul Guilfoyle, George Irving, Frank M. 
Thomas, Berton Churchill. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production . ; 

‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Howard 
Hawks; ——- by Hagar Wilde; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: 
| epburn, Cary Grant, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Wesley 

arry. 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced oy Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
*Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 


‘WOMEN HAVE A WAY,’ formerly titled ‘THE FEMALE OF THE 
SPiClES,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Leigh Jason; orig- 
inzl by Allan Scott and Charles Norman; screen play by Scott; photo- 
graphed by Peverell Marlay. Cast! Miriam Hopkins, Ray Milland, Walter 
Abel, Henry Stephenson, Alec Craig, Guinn Williams. 

‘SNOW WH AND THE SEVEN DWARFS,’ feature length cartoon 
now being readied by Walt Disney studios for December release. 

‘HAWATI CALLS,’ oes by Sol Lesser; directed by Eddie Cline; 
original by Don Blanding; screen play by Wanda Tuchock; photographed 
by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Bobby Breen, Ned Sparks, Raymond Paige, Pua 
Leni, Mamo Clark, Irvin S. Cobb. 

‘LIGHTS OUT,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Lew Landers; play 
by Paul Dickey and Mann Page; screen play by Paul Yawitz and Gladys 
Atwater; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Lee Tracy, Joan Wood- 
bury, Lee Patrick, Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Bradley Page, Tom Ken- 
neay, Frank M. Thomas, Jack Carson. 

‘EASY MILLIONS,’ produced by William Sistrom; directed by Christy 
Cabanne; original by George Beck; screen play by J. Robert Bren, Edmund 
Joseph and Harry Segall; photogranhed by Paul Vogel. Cast: Preston 
Foster, Sally Eilers, Paul Guilfoyle, Cecil Kellaway, Lorraine Krueger. 


Republic 


New Balance to 


Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 


TD 6 os caews cease 52 K 1 6 ’ 37 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 


‘THE DUKE COMES BACK,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed by 
Irving Pichel; Satevepost story by Lucien Carey; screen play by Adele 
Buffington; Cast: Allan Lane, Heather Angel, Genevieve Tobin, Joseph 
Crehan, John Russell, Chick Chandler, Selmer Jackson. 

‘ZORRO RIDES AGAIN,’ (serial) produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
William Witney and Jack English: original screen play by Johnson Mc- 
Cauley. Cast: Duncan Renaldo, John Carroll, Elsa Christian, Richard 
Alexander, Roger William, Reed Howes. . 

‘NEWS IN THE AIR,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by Nick 
Grinde; original screen play by Wellyn Totman and Jack Townley; photo- 
graphed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Wallace Ford, June Travis, Dean Jagger, 
Arthur Lake, Syd Saylor. 

‘WILD HORSE KODEO,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by George 
Sherman; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Betty Burbridge. 
Casi: Bob Livingstone, Max Terhune, Ray Corrigan. 

‘THE LADY MISBEHAVES,’ produced by Al Levoy: directed by Lloyd 
Corrigan; original by Joe Krumgold; screen play by Krumgold and Olive 
Cooper; photographed by Harry Wilde. Cast: Sally Eilers, Neil Hamilton, 
Joseph Schildkraut, Marcia Mae Jones, George Ernest, Mary Gordon. 

‘SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
Joe Kane; original screen play oa Gilbert Wright and Betty Burbridge; 

hotographed by Ernest Miller. ast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Polly 
owen. Gla Love, Ruth Bacon, Jane Hunt. 

Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘MAMA RUNS WILD,’ produced by Ralph Staub; directed by Ralph 
Staub; original -by Gordon Kahn; screen play by Gordon Kahn and Hal 
Yates; additional dialog by Paul Gerard Smith; photographed by Ernest 
Miller. Cast: Mary Boland, Ernest Truex, Max Terhune, William Henry, 
Lynn Roberts 


Edward Everett Horton, David | 





20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance te 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studio As..veccs. 52 17 4 3 28 8 
Sel. Lene . osaves< 46 2 1 1 2 2 
WOO | ss eecaane 58 19 5 + 30 16 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy, Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. ; 

‘LOVE AND HISSES,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Sid- 
ney Lanfield; original screen play by Arthur Arthur and Curtis Kenyon, Jr. 
Cast: Walier Winchell, Ben Bernie, Simone Simon, Joan Davis, Dick Bald- 
win, Wally Vernon, Bert Lahr. 

‘REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; 
directed by Alan Dwan; songs by Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell; no 
other writer credits yet announced; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: 
Shirley Temple, Gloria Stuart, Randolph Scott, Jack Haley, Helen Westley, 
Alan Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, William Demarest, Slim Summerville, Ray- 
mond Scott Quintet, Bill Robinson, Dixie Dunbar, The Peters Sisters. 

‘TARZAN’S REVENGE,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by D. Ross 
Lederman; original by Edgar Rice Burroughs; screen play; by Jay Vann 
and Robert Lee Johnson. Cast: Glenn Morris, Eleanor Holm, George 
Barbier, Hedda Hopper, C. Henry Gordon. 

20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 

‘CHECKERS,’ produced by John Stone; directed by H. Bruce Humber- 
stone; no story credits yet announced; photographed by Daniel B. Clark. 
Cast: Jane Withers, Stuart Erwin, Una Merkel, Marvin Stephens, Marcia 
Mae Jones. 

‘THANK YOU, MR. MOTO,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Norman Foster; no writer credits announced as yet; photographed by Vir- 
gil Miller. Cast: Peter Lorre, Jayne Regan, John Carradine, Thomas Beck, 
Pauline Frederick. 

‘HAPPY ENDING,’ produced by Dave Hempstead; directed by Roy Del 
Ruth; no writer credits as yet; photographed by John Mescal. Cast: Sonja 
Henie, Don Ameche, Jean Hersholt, Ethel Merman, Cesar Romero, Leah 
Ray, Raymond Scott Quintet, the Peters Sisters, the Condos Brothers. 

‘HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Ray 
Taylor; original story by Harold Bell Wright; screen play by Dan Jarrett; 
photographed by Allan Thompson. Cast: Smith Ballew, Evalyn Knapp, 
Benny Burt, Harry Woods, George Regas, Pat O’Brien. 

‘SALLY, IRENE AND MARY,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by 
William Seiter; from play by Edward Dowling and Agnes Wood; no other 
writing credits as yet announced; photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Alice Faye, Joan Davis, Fred Allen, Gregory Ratoff, Marjorie Weaver, 
Tony Martin, Louise Hovick, Raymond Scott Quintet, Jimmy Durante. 


United Artists 





Now Balance to 


Number Number New in Se Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Geldwyn.. 6 3 1 1 4 
Alexander Korda. 6 0 6 0 6 6 
Selznick ..... cin oue 5 1 0 2 2 4 
Walter Wanger... & 2 e 1 5 5 
GGG kn. si ees ée 1 0 e 0 1 1 
Lendon Films.... & 1 0 6 7 8 
ace ease cee 34 7 1 4 22 28 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting previews are: 


‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by 
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan; screen play by David Hertz from novel 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 
Fonda; Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshall, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim 
Holt, Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake, Genee Hall, Alice Cavenna. 

‘NOTHING SACRED,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed by Wil- 
liam A. Wellman; original by James H. Street; screen play by Ben Hecht; 
photographed by Howard Greene. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fredrie March, 
Charles inninger, Walter Connolly, Sig Rumann, Frank Fay, Margaret 
Hamilton, Maxie Rosenbloom, Art Lasky, Hedda Hopper, John Qualen. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by Archie Mayo; screen play by Robert Emmett Sherwood; photo- 
graphed by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout. Cast: Gary Cooper, Sigrid 
Gurie, E1nest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Basil Rathbone, George Barbier, Lotus 
Liu, Ferdinand Gottschalk. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Selz- 
nick; directed by Norman Taurog: screen play by John V. A. Weaver, from 
story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and _ Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, May Robson, Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, wor Rentchler, Cora Sue Collins, Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Byington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton, 
Philip Hurtic, Erville Alderson, Donald Meek, Nana Bryant, Victor Kilian, 
Frank McGlynn, Sr. 

United Artists Pictures Now in Production 

*THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
George Marshall; gy y Gregg Toland; original screen play by 
Ben Hecht. Cast: Kenny Baker, Virginia Verrill, Adolphe Menjou, the 
Ritz Brothers, Helen Jepson, Charles Kullmann, Phil Baker, Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy. Zorina, Bobby Clar':, Ella Logan, William Dollar, 
George Balanchine’s American Ballet, Andrea Leeds. 


‘Universal 


Number Number 
ef Pix Cem- 
Promised pleted 
50 ll 





New Balance to 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Total 1 10 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘THE BOSS OF LONELY VALLEY,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed 
by Ray Taylor; novel by Forrest Brown; screen play by Frances Guihan. 
Casi: Buck Jones, Muriel Evans, Harvey Clark, Walter Miller, Lee Phelps, 
Ted Adams, Dickie Howland, Ezra Paulette. Matty Fain, Grace Goodall. 

‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed by Ray 
Taylor; novel by Jackson Fed screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jon-s, Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams, 
Evelyn Brem, Lee }t helps. 

‘SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROUS,’ Frog by E. M. Asher; di- 
rected by Milton Carruth; novel by W. R. Burnett; screen play by Lester 
Cole. Cast: Noah Beery, Jr.,, Nan Grey, William Gargan, rothea Kent, 
Rowland Drew. 

‘COURAGE OF THE WEST,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis; original screen play by Jay Norton Baker; photographed by Virgil 
Miller, Cast: Bob Baker, Lois January, J. Farrell MacDonald, Fuzzy 
Knight, Car] Stockdale. 

‘SINGING OUTLAW,’ formerly titled ‘RENEGADE WRANGLERS,’ pro- 
duced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe Lewis; original screen play by Harry 
O. Hoyt; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Joan Barclay, 
Fuzzy Knight. 

‘TIM TYLER’S LUCK,’ produced by Henry MacRae; directed by Ford 
Beebe; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, Norman S. Hall, Ray Trampe. 
Cast: Frankie Thomas, Frances Robinson. 

‘PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; 
directed by S Sylvan Simon; original by John Reinhardt and Robert Ne- 
ville: screen play by James Mulhauser, Robert T. Shannon and Albert R. 
Perkins. Cast: Wendy Barrie, Kent Taylor, Mischa Bauer, Dorothea Kent, 
Frank Jenks, Henry Hunter. 

‘YOU'RE A_ SWEETHEART,’ formerly titled ‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY,’ 
produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed by David Butler; original story by 
Bill Thomas, Maxwell Shane and Warren Wilson; screen play by Monte 
Brice and Charles Grayson. Cast: Alice Faye, George Murphy. Ken Mur- 
ray, the Three Diamond Brothers, Andy Devine, Larry Blake, Harry Stock- 
well, Charles Winninger. Frank Jenks, Frances Hunt. 

‘INTERNATIONAL SPY,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed ty Joe 





Lewis; original screen. play by George Waggner; photographed by Harry 
(Continued on page 33) 
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4 AWAY, U PRODUCTIO 
HIATUS COMES TO END 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Production lull at Universal came 
to an end this week with four pic- 
tures, including a seriai, going into 
production yesterday (Monday). 

Quartet lists ‘Mad About Music,’ 
new Deanna Durbin starrer with 
Joe Pasternak producing and Nor- 
man fTaurog. directing; ‘Border 
Wolves,’ Trem Carr film; a Crime 
Clubber, directed by Otis Garrett 
with Larry Fox and Irving Starr co- 
producing, and ‘Flash Gordon’s Trip 
to Mars,’ a chapterplay. 

‘Gordon’ winds up U’s serials for 
the season, 








Kent Drops Personal 
Holding Co., Berkshire 


Washington, Nov. 16. 

Existence of Pathe option on 
Monogram Pictures stock came to 
light today (Tuesday) in latest re- 
port of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission on transactions of cor- 
porate insiders. 

With but one deal involving a film 
company figures showing, the Gov- 
ernment summary disclosed that 
Pathe International Corp. can pur- 
chase 6,017 shares of Monogram com- 
mon at bargain-counter rates. Pathe 
presently accounts for 66,667 shares 
of the Mono paper. 

Lone transaction during late Sep- 
tember was shift in 20th Century- 
Fox holdings of Sidney R. Kent, 
company president. In transferring 
from one pigeon-hole to the other, 
Kent assumed direct ownership of 
3,355 shares of common which for- 
merly were registered to Berkshire 
Financc Co., his personal investment 
firm. Berkshire’s interest was wiped 
out, thus simplifying bookkeeping 
under complicated tax laws designed 
to discourage holding companies. 


Newsreels Calling Off 
On Sino-Jap Coverage 


U. S. newsreel companies are ex- 
pected to start recalling their special 
cameramen now covering the Sino- 
Japanese front in a few weeks. 
Aside from the desire for economy, 
newsreel execs are convinced that 
they have obtained the bulk of best 
action material from the warfare 
zone. Capture of Shanghai proper 
by Japanese is held responsible for 
this change in attitude because newse 
reelers believe that fighting in the 
country and along long front will 
be less spectacular. 

Newsreel editors have learned 
from previous experience that the 
most graphic battle material is se- 
cured only when forces come into 
contact in a large city. This was 
true of Spanish revolution, with best 
sequences obtained in and near 
Madrid. 

Desire to trim expenditure sails 
also is based on the prospect that 
Japanese censorship around Shang- 
hai will affect their coverage. Even 
though fooiage is not obtained there, 
most of it has to pass through Shang- 
hai to get to U. S. 











Conn Supes 8 Gallopers 


For Concord Productions 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Maurice Conn will supervise a 
series of eight gallopers for Mono- 
gram release to be made by Concord 
Productions for the 1937-38 program. 
Activities will have nothing to do 
with Conn’s other production obliga- 
tions, according to Scott R. Dunlap, 

Mono v.p. in charge of production. 


Nat’l Screen’s 15th Unit 


National Screen Service is opening 
a trailer and accessories branch at 
Cleveland next month under an ex- 
pansion program which has seen the 
addition of numerous key ciiy offices 
during the past year. With Cleve- 
land, company will have around 15 
branches all told. 

Gaston L. Stern, home office ex- 
ecutive, who two months ago or- 
ganized a branch at Charlotte, N. C., 
is go.:ng out to supervise the opening 
of the new one at Cleveland. 











Bruce Follows Through 


Hoilywood, Nov. 16. 
George Bruce has returned to the 
Metro writing corps to script his own 
novel, ‘Baby Face,’ which Sam Zim- 
balist will produce, 
Scrivener’s last work for Metro 
was on ‘Navy Blue and Gold.’ 
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EAK BUILDING SINCE ’29 


Slide Film Recording, a New Comm’ 


FAGE-LIFTING 
AND NEW HOUSES 


Every Chain Has Been En- 
gaged in Theatre Con- 
struction .and. Renovation 
—Will Start Easing Off 
with Winter’s Advent, but 
It’s Been the. Biggest 
Program in Years 





MEANS B. O. HYPO 





By ROY CHARTIER 


Although from now on through the 
winter the trend toward pbuilding 
theatres is expected to slacken, part- 
ly because of money conditions, ac- 
tivity in the construction of new 
houses, in rebuilding others and in 
remodeling is at the highest peak 
since 1929, With the opening of new 
theatres now under construction or 
about to start, plus a vast amount of 
remodeling all over the country, 1938 
will see the addition to the exhibi- 
tion map of properties that will 
make important fresh or. additional 
bids for patronage. These theatres, 
starting out new, or as remodeled 
spots of entertainment, may also 
contribute to the trend toward in- 
creased admissions. 

Where a new theatre may replace 
an old one .that falls by the wayside 
or provides a better first run than 
the situation now has, there is an 
excuse for a higher levy at the box 
office. It also follows that where 
theatres are remodeled they may be 
worth a higher admission fee to the 
public, or at least deserve it. While 
the admission kite may be only a 
nickel, on most all remodeling jobs 
so far this year the operators have 
jacked up their scales as much as 
the traffic might stand. 

In addition to considerable build- 
ing by independents in various parts 
of the country, all of the chains have 
been in the construction field so far 
this year, excepting RKO, which has 
not yet emerged on a reorganization. 
With the latter, it may also build, 
having sites in its control in various 
spots, but, meantime, RKO has ac- 
quired various theatres from indies 
around New York. In addition to 
the four houses taken over from Lee 
Ochs, circuit acquired the Republic, 
Brooklyn, a month ago and more 
recently the Roosevelt in Harlem as 
well as the Broadway, Central and 
Park Hill, Yonkers, under an operat- 
ing pool deal. 


Paramount’s Big Program 

The greatest amount of ‘building 
and remodeling is reported. by Para- 
mount, which has the largest chain 
in the country. In addition to ac- 
quisitions here and there, this com- 
pany has undertaken a building-re- 
modeling program. of major propor- 
tions not restricted to any part of 
the country. Over and above that, 
it proposes an air-conditioning pro- 
gram for Southern states next spring 
that will probably run to $250,000. 

Added to a few theatres that were 
opened this summer or early fall is 
a representative group in various 
scattered territories that are nearly 
ready for operation or won’t be able 
to open until sometime next year. 
Center, Salt Lake City, will open 
In about two weeks, while the new 
Ute there will open in the spring. 
At Baton Rouge, La., the new Var- 
Sity opens next week, while a sec- 
ond under construction, the Down- 
town, won't open until next year. A 
new house in Detroit (Varsity), re- 
cently opened, and another is being 
built,downtown by the George Tren- 
dle-Par interests. . 

Other new houses under construc- 
tion for Par include Jackson, Miss., 
Opening:in January; the Rex, Pen- 
Sacola, opening around Nov. 20; the 
Isis, West Asheville, N. C., around 
Xmas; the Juliet, Poughkeepsie, 
around Dec. 1: a new one at Butler, 
Pa., opening early in the spring; the 
Isis, Bristol, Tenn., in February; a 
new house at Newton, Mass., ready | 
in a few weeks: 
ville, W. Va., just under way; the 


.building 





one at Charlottes- | 





: ee Raleigh, N; C., nearing com- 
pletion; new house in Savannah, Ga., 
that’s under way, and three new 
constructions in Florida, all under 
way, at Orlando, Hollywood and St. 
Augustine. 

Major costly remodeling jobs head- 
ing a country-wide program putting 
theatres into better shape include 
recent remodeling or work under 
way on the State, Tucson; Isis, Pen- 
sacola, Fla.; Empire, Mobile, Ala.; 
Majestic, Johnson City, Pa.; Strand, 
Knoxville; the Fargo, Fargo, N. D., 
and Arcade, Ft. Myers, Fla. Jack 
Knight, h.o. maintenance executive, 
returned to New York Monday. (8) 
after being away for some time super- 
vising remodeling jobs in the west, 
far west, Arizona territory, the In- 
terstate section, the south and else- 
where. There is a certain amount of 
remodeling and redecoration almost 
everywhere on the Par circuit. 

Warners Refurbishing 

The Warner circuit, which has al- 
ready completed a lot of remodeling 
and renovation, has also put in con- 
siderable new sound equipment this 
year. Policy of this company, as 
with Loew’s, has been to constantly 
fix theatres up recently, even if it’s 
only a new coat of paint to slick 
them up. One of the major remodel- 
ing jobs with Warners is on the old 
Boulevard in Pittsburgh and another 
is on the Grand at Camden, N. J. 
Along with remodeling and other 
fixing, it has been WB's policy to 
keep increasing prices if it is figured 
the public would. stand it. 

Led by a new de luxe theatre in 
London, England,::on which! work 
has started, Warner building includes 
the new Colony, Cleveland, a 1,400- 
seater which is being rushed for 
opening by Thanksgiving. The cir- 
cuit is also building a good-sized 
house in Chicago, 1,400 seats, which 
will be known as the Rose.’ There is 


some minor building in western 
Pennsylvania but no acquisitions 
from indies or others. In fact, WB 


dropped a few houses recently, Kin- 
cey-Wilby taking over the Broadway, 
Charlotte, and Paramount. eight 
houses in small Kentucky towns. 


Loew’s 


In addition to new houses for 
Loew’s on Dyckman street in New 
York and on the Post Road, near 
to N. Y., circuit has gone in for con- 
siderable remodeling and during the 
past summer put new sound into 
most all of its theatres. All of the 
Poli houses in New England have 
been refurbished, including new 
marquees. The Columbia, Washing- 
ton, where prices were upped, is one 
of the Loew major remodeling jobs. 
In all cases where new sound has 
been or is being installed, only the 
very latest in equipment is being 
considered by the Loew chain. Big- 
gest remodeling job for Loew’s and 
its Metro subsidiary was the Cap- 
itol, N. Y., two months ago.’ The 
Roxy, N. Y., now controlled by 20th- 
Fox, is also starting on a large re- 
modeling job and will spend $150,000 
new stage, reseating, re- 
carpeting, painting, decoration, etc. 

Where Loew’s is chancing in- 
creases, they are ‘almost entirely a 
boost of only 5c. Other circuits, 
notably Par, has been experimenting 
with higher boosts in numerous 
spots, 





Malden, Mass., Nov. 16. 
Mayor John D. Devir opened the 
new Maplewood, 700-seater recently 


constructed by Irving I. Green of 


West Newton at a cost of more than 
$100,000. Middlesex Amus. Co. of 
Malden, operators of the Granada, 
Mystic, Strand, Orpheum and Audi- 
torium, will run it. 





Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 16. 

Work has been staried on ‘the re- 
modeling of the Fulton here, which 
is expected to cost approximately 
$10,000, and result in a modern front 
and marquee as well as lobby and 
box office for the house. 

Change will be among the first 
made since the house, formerly the 
Fulton Opera House and one of the 
city’s first theatre’s was built. 


Rasch Held by MG 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Metro has handed Albertina Rasch, | 
straight two- | 


terp director, a new 
| year ticket. : 

She is now busy on ‘Rosalie,’ 
of the Golden West’ 


toinette.’ 


‘Girl 





‘ 
and ‘Marie An- | 
over 





| 10% Tax Cut 











(Continued from page 5) 





has been reluctant about increasing | 
admission stales in any general move 
because of the tax provisions 
the 4lc ceiling it establishes. 
10% tax on admissions. makes it 
necessary for an exhibitor to collect 
5c more on a 50c admission, 10¢ more | 
where the ticket costs $1 and, in a 
case such as the Music Hall, N.Y., 
for $1.50 reserved seats, an extra 15c. 


One of the difficulties due to the 
tax is that if a theatre which now 
charges 40c, as many hundreds do, 
wants to boost the price a nickel to 
45c, a tax of 442c immediately be- 
comes due. Result is that although 
the public would be paying 45c, the 
theatre ends up at the net figure of 
40c as now charged. Thus, such an 
increase would mean the nickel in- 
crease in its entirety would go to 
the Government. While the tax ac- 
tually would figure 4'2c, the’fraction 
makes it necessary to pay the full 
5c. 


The necessity of getting,the; 10% 


tax also discourages the theatre now | 


charging 40c from attempting a 10c 
advance in prices. If the exhibitor 
thinks his trade and conditions will 
stand a boost, 
40c now obtained to 55c, a tax form- 
ing 5c of this increase. The differ- 
ence there of 15c becomes danger- 
ous. 


theatre might try for 50c, while an- 
other might go from the 55c now 
necessary. to just 60c, and those. get- 
ting 65c might step up to 75c. That 
would make 
now charged when tax is figured, in 
addition to which the full dime 
would go to the theatre instead of 
part of it to the Government. Or 
stay at the same. scale as now 
charged and be ahead the amount of | 
the tax set aside for the Government | 
on admissions now over 40c. 
Moreover, should a 40c exhibitor 
advance to 50c, then the houses be- 


it must be from the | 


it’a dime more than, 


ae tees), Re. 


~ Pix Biz Now of 


and | 
The | 


—-— 





M-G-M’s Manpower 








(Continued from page 3) 
| (Monday) with Gravet in the top 
| spot. He expects to take a month’s 
| vacation between finishing ‘Scandal’ 
| and starting the Metro setup. Un- 
derstood he will make six pictures 
annually on the Metro program, per- 
sonally directing two of them. ‘ 
LeRoy started with First National 
14 years ago as a gagman working 
with Al Green and was handed his 
initial directorial assignment under 
the regime of John McCormick sev- 
eral years subsequently.” He 
tinued to stick around as an ace 
megger after Warner Bros, took over 
First National. In fact, his only out- 
side picture was ‘Tugboat Annie,’ 
which he directed fer Metro with 
| Marie Dressler and Wallace . Beery 
| co-starred. His work in this film 
brought the attention of Louis B. 
| Mayer to him and ever since Mayer 
has béen awaiting his opportunity to 
snare LeRoy for Metro on a perma- 
nent basis. 








Also, as Balaban explains it, if | 
| there Were no admissions tax, one 


U’s Player Pruning 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Universal is pruning its stock 
| player roster to the bone with many 
turned adrift who have never ap- 
peared ‘before the cameras. 

The sifting is expected to extend 
beyond the stock group and hit into 
| contract players as well. 


| 


| 
Giving Her Top Help 








hind him, down the line to where | 


only a dime is charged, are enabled | 
to hoist the scales a nickel or 10c. | 
With the tax standing there at the | 
41c ceiling, the obstacles looking to | 


admission increases not only stand 
in the way of the theatres affected 
by the nuisance levy but also those 
that aren’t. In other words, if the 
40c theatre won’t boost, then the ex- 
hibitor at 30e behind him and the 
next fellow at 25c are stymied. 
Needs the Upping 

Balaban believes that the 5 or-10c 
admission increase range, rather than 
odd amounts due to tax requirements, 
is. highly desirable from the theatre 
operator’s point of view. This differ- 
ence between prices of. the various 
runs enables a better -balance. It is 
also felt that admission increases 
striking an average of a dime or 
some -more suitable average ~— 
now possible, is preferable. 
standing, nothing can be done cal 
increasing from 40c unless it’s for | 
the 15c total. 


One of the first reactions to rais- | 


ing admissions 
money is being taken from people 
who may not have much. While op- 
erators realize that increases may be | 
made for people who would stand it 
and pay it, the ‘increases may keep | 
others out. The success of many the- 


atres, it is pointed out, has been in | 
creating the bargain morning and | 


matinee prices poorer classes could 
stand instead of higher 
scales, 


One of the impértarit arguments | 


which Par puts forth on the tax 
question, as result of its survey, is 


that tax on personal incomes would | 


increase- if the. 10c levy on admis- 
sions over 40c; which affects the 
smallest of pocketbooks, was re- 
moved. Figures show that 
80% of the earnings of corporations 
are paid as dividends. 
dends go mostly to the 
classes and about 35%, in turn, 
is paid over to the Government 
in the form of personal income tax, 


|so that if corporations (distributing, 
| theatre, etc.) showed larger earnings, 


not only would they be-taxed higher 
themselves, but through ‘necessary 
dividends those receiving the latter 
would be paying. proportionately 
more to the U. S. 

It is claimed that persons earning 
$100,000 yearly get 25° 


is that this extra) , 
| dividends declared, while 25% gocs 


evening: 


about | 


These divi-' 
monied | 


of all’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

William Powell is slated for the 
spot opposite Annabella, 20th-Fox’s 
French import, in ‘Jeanne,’ which is 
skeded to go into production Nov. 
29. 

Henry Stephenson draws a fea- 
tured character role. 





’TAINT SO, SAYS C. C. 


Beetson Getting Up Central Casting 
Statistics on Extras 





Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Central casting is compiling figures 
to refute the claim of extras that 
$5.50 calls are predominating since 
the $3.20 check was abolished and 
the $7.50 daily call upped to $8.25. 
Fred Beetson, Central head, said 
rf ppece survey will prove only a slight 
| variance in $5.50 calls compared with 
| old $3.20 check since Guild shop con- 
| tracts signed by producers. 








} 


| to those earning under $5,000, the 
other 50% being somewhere between. 
| With as mueh as 25% of all divi- 
dends going to persons earning over 
| $100,000, any increase in the amount 
of those dividends would mean pro- 
portionately larger slices for the 
Government on personal income due 


| high figures. 

Although the U. S. tax on tickets is a 
major problem affecting admission ad- 
vances, other and lesser reasons may 
figure here and there against the ad- 
visability at this time of kiting -b.o. 
prices. There inay be _ instances 
where an exhibitor might increase 
scales and get the same volume. of 
customers, yet due to rent deals 
calling for percentages over certain 
gross, picture agreements’ or for 
other reasons, would come out the 
same in the long run, or even less. 

Balaban is hopeful that his corm- 
pany’s analysis of the tax matter, to- 
gether with its theories, may finally 
result in favorable action at -Wash- 
ington, 


ly since various taxes are under of- 
ficial discussion looking to modifica- 
tion or other action in the direction 
of relief. 


con- ° 


to surtaxes when net income reaches 


That it should receive seri- | 
ous consideration at this time is like- | 


Large Proportions 


+ 
Slide Film Recording, a compara- 
tively new form of visual education, 
is being largely used by commercial 
outfits. Device consists of a motion 
picture film used, in a stil’ or slide 
projector, and a small talking ma- 
chine. Projector throws a scene on 


a small portable screen, and on the 
platter a spieler has cut the exvlana- 
tion of that scene. When the record- 
ing reaches the end of the explana- 
tory remarks, applying to the pro- 
jected picture, it is halted auto- 
matically. Ringing of a bell notifies 
the operator. Machines are operated 
manually. 

Six companies produce the major 
portion of the films and recordings 
| used. They do a business aggregat- 
ing $5,000,000 a year. Campanies 
are the Vocal Film Corp. of N. Y., 
a subsid of Cleveland B. Chase Co., 
advertising agency; Jam Handy Co.; 
Wilding Co.; Ross-Roy Co. of Chi- 
cago and Detroit; Audio-Vision Co., 


subsidiary of Trade-Ways, and the 
Bathescope Co, 

It is estimated that the industry, 
which has been in existence about 


four years, has a payroll amounting 
to $1,000,000 yearly. That figure is 


for announcers and talent only, does 
not include office workers, etc. Al- 
though not a practice, an actor can 


make four films a day at $10 per. 
Usual daily output is two. At that, 
an actor’s yearly income ranges from 
$3,000 to $7,000. Announcers’ sala- 
ries range a little higher, reaching 
the $5,000 to $10,000 yearly brackets. 

Machines are sold or rented to 
large cqrporations and used in nu- 
merous ways.’ Coca Cola is reported 
the heaviest consumer. Machines 
are sent out in charge of men 
trained in their operation. They are 
taken into stores, or wherever the 
product is sold, to demonstrate and 
explain how the article can best be 
displayed, and give tips on proper 
sales talk. It compels attention that 
a salesman would not receive. 
Other large companies using the de- 
vice in like manner are Philco Radio, 
Easy Washing Machine, Loose-Wile 
Bakeries, Lever Bros., Westinghouse 
Electric, Edison Co. and the Borden 
Milk Co. 

Automobile makers use it in safe- 
ty campaigns for propaganda against 
reckless driving and other evils of 
the road. Also in showrooms to ex- 
plain how cars are made. General 
Motors alone uses 7,000 projectors. 
Ford and Chrysler Corp. are also 
heavy buyers, 

Actors who take part in the pro- 
duction of the films come from all 
walks of theatrical life, making it a 
sideline to other activities. Some 
are professional models who have 
come.to work at it exclusively. 


a 


Back Up the Ladder 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Bent on building up Dolores Cos- 
tello. Barrymore to stellar propor- 
tions once more, Jack L. Warner has 
instructed his story department to 
obtain suitable script material. 
Actress scored promeny in 
on Probation.’ 


‘Girls 


‘Tana’ Again at Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Paramount has_ placed’ ‘Zaza’ 
the spring production schedule ond 
is angling. with David O. Selznick 
for the services of George Cukor as 
director. Film was done 4s a silent 
with Gloria Swanson. 
Albert Lewin is slated to produce, 


‘ bd >. 
Sisters’ for Lewis 
Hollywood, Nov. 16: 


New Warner production plong 
have set David Lewis in as prod ‘cer 
of ‘The Sisters,” which Milton Krimg 


on 





jis scripting based on the Myron 
Brinig novel. Bryan Foy will’ proe- 
duce the next Ronald Reagan ‘foae 
ture, ‘For the Defense.’ 

Feb. 1 is the tentative startin date 
(for ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterh use,” 


jto be directed by 


Anatol Litvak 


| 


————— 
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Paramount's “EBB TIDE” and “THE BARRIER” are turning things upside 
down in the picture business—and cracking records from coast to coast 





at 7 a 











Wednesday, November 17, 1937 











a— 





Running a $112.50 investment up to $35,000 in two and a half years is | 


the record made by D. F. Luckie, young Houston (Texas) theatre man 


who just announced the sale of his theatres in Goliad, Karnes City and | 
N:-zon to the Rubin Frels Theatres of Victoria. 


Armed with a lot of nerve and little money, he quit a $50 a week job as 
manager of the Rita and the Queen theatres in Victoria 30 months ago and 
went to Goliad. With his cash on hand of $112.50 and $950 borrowed from 
three banks, he opened a theatre in Goliad. His theatre clicked and he 
established theatres in six other Texas towns, at Bastrop, Lott, Weimar. 
Karnes City, Nixon and West University, a suburb of Houston, in his own 
chain known as the Luckie Theatres. Last spring he sold the houses at 
Bastrop, Lott and Weimar, retaining only his University, which was opened 
lest Moy. 

Plunging ‘for $50,000 in a national advertising campaign for ‘Ebb Tide; 
Paramount is lining up another campaign for ‘Wells Fargo,’ this one to 
run somewhere between $50,000 and $60,000. On ‘Fargo,’ company is 
going into all boys’ publications and will arrange co-operative ads that 


are to differ from the usual procedure in that the exhibitor will con- | 


tribute no more than he ordinarily does on the average picture. In- 


cluced in the ‘Fargo’ campaign will be complete posting on the Pacific | 


Ceast 
~ 02st. 





Writer doing biography of top male star wanting an O. Henry finish 
built up a scene earlier in his piece about a guy befriending the star 


in the sticks years before and the star’s fruitless search ever since for | 


the lost benefactor. Since piece appeared in print both writer and 
star have been flooded with letters from guys having the same name 


as the one they picked out of the sky and saying they are the lost |COUTt in an effort to obtain them. 


Pair are now stuck as to how to answer these as the whole incident | 
| mount) and leading independent ex- 


| hibitors 


pal. 
was fiction. 





12n Garfield has acquired for U. S. 
pic, ‘Orphan of the Wilderness,’ which he has retitled ‘Wild Innocence.’ 
Credits have also been changed to give ‘Chut,’ a tame kangaroo, top 
billing. Wendy Munro and Brian Abbott, formerly starred, are featured 
below the animal. Film has also been cut 20 minutes, bringing the run- 
ning time down to 65 minutes. 
Jan. 27, °37. 





Jacques Kapralik arrives from New York in Hollywood this week to 
assume charge of designing art titles for film backgrounds at 20th-Fox. 
His work in compiling novel advertising backgrounds by making paper 
cuts and having them photographed drew attention to him in the east. 
At 20th-Fox he will create background substance on picture titles and 
devise similar novelty advertising gadgets for compaigns on forthcoming 
pictures. 





{mbitious mothers of what they consider potential screen juveniles are 
still on the job in Hollywood as well as elsewhere. Twentieth-Fox released 
a story that the studio was searching for youngsters to appear in ‘Headline 
Huntress,” and hundreds of mothers deluged the lot with telephone calls, 
telegrams and letters. James Tinling, director, and Jim Ryan, casting 
director, were swamped with sales talk. One mother in Chicago put in a 
call. Mob at the studio gates resembled an egg-rolling picnic. 





Universal domestic billings for 13 weeks ending Oct. 30, covering the 
fourth quarter of the company’s fiscal year, showed an increase of 17% 
over comparable period last year, according to statement of J. Cheever 
Cowdin, board chairman. 

U reported 15 pictures completed at end of this quarter against 12 turned 
in for fourth quarter, 1936. 





Walter Wanger sneak-previewed ‘I Met My Love’ at Loew’s Capitol, 
Washington, Saturday (13), after last regular performance, Joan Bennett, 
one of stars in flicker, also’ was winding up week of ‘Stage Door’ at the 
National, Washington, and showed up for the preview. 


DETROIT EXHIB PUT 
ON PROBATION BY U. S. 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 
Jacob Schrieber, op of theatre 





Cuffo Terpers 











(Continued from page 1) 








Erno Ravee and his orchestra, which 
is under union rules), will work for 
next to cuffo. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures OFF AGAIN, ON AGAIN 
Pictures "IN MPLS. ON NEW BLDG. 


release the Australian-made | 24@ditional theatre buildings on the 


Was reviewed in Vartety, issue of | 





chain here, was placed on probation 
for five years last week on charge of 
income tax evasion. Schrieber, who 
recently settled the claim, was 
charged with paying only $4,163 in 
income taxes over a period of years, 
whereas he should have paid $48,950. 
Operator, after pleading not guilty, 
later changed his plea to one of nolo 
contendre. 

In the indictment charging 
Schrieber with evading payment of 
$10,299 of his 1930 tax, Milton Bern- 
stein, ex-Detroit accountant now liv- 
ing in Cleveland, was named as 
abetting Schrieber. On a _ second 
count in” the indictment, Schrieber 
was charged with failure to pay $37,- 
275 of his 1929 tax. On motion of 
U. S. attorney John C. Lehr, Federal 





Judge Arthur F. Lederle nolle 
prossed the indictment against 
Bernstein. 





DeMille’s ‘Hudson’s Bay’ 
Getting MacPherson Touch 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Script for Cecil B. De Mille’s next 
Paramount picture, ‘The Hudson’s | 
Bay Company,’ is being prepared by | 
Jeanie MacPherson. 
Film will be based on ‘The Lone’ 
Traverse,’ original yarn by Paul | 
Schofield and Ralph Stock. 


WB’s 2 Philly Parties 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
Warner Bros.’ circuit in the Philly 
district will give a Christmas party 
for employes at the Arcadia-Interna- 
tional here, in fact, two Christmas 


parties. Half the workers will be! 

















entertained on Sunday, Dec. 19, and | 
the others on Monday (20). | 

Shindigs will blow off at 11:30 after | 
houses close for the day. 


| shots. 


Besides the afternoons for charity 
at the Rainbow Room, where a 
gander at the folk-dancing retails at 
$2.50, there are two bills skedded for 
the Center theatre. Composed of 
classic and modern terping. First 
bill will have Catherine Littlefield’s 
Philly Ballet, Ballet Caravan, and 
Gluck-Sandor of the Dance Center 
and the WPA; also Paul Draper and 
Paul Haakon. Second program in- 
cludes Martha Graham, Hanya Holm, 
Doris Humphrey, Tamiris, Charles 
Weidman, and Ruth St. Denis, all 
working for peanuts. Littlefield 
Ballet, for instance, gets about $300 
for transporting 40 people and sets 
from Philly. Admission ranges from 
35c to $7.70. 

Third part of the Dance Interna- 
tional, as the terp powwow is la- 
beled, includes a hefty exhibit of 
books, paintings and sculpture at the 
International Building, Radio City. 
This is under the supervision of 
Commander C. M Girard. Dance 
films also will be shown here, with 
Lowell Thomas in charge of editing. 


Looks like no matter how the 
works pan out, it augurs exploita- 





eIcruRe 





Minneapolis, Nov: 16. 
li’s on again, off again, with the 





city council here. After altering its | 
policy not to allow any more new | 
theatres here in a sudden and sur-| 
prising move, it reversed its previous 
decision granting a permit to H. L. 
Griffith, independent operator, to 
build a new $150,000 neighborhood 
showhouse. 

When the permit was granted 15} 
_ to 11, after the aldermen several | 
| times before had voted down such | 
| applications, a motion was made for 
reconsideration. Upon reconsidera- | 
tion two weeks later, the vote was| 
| 13 to 12 against issuance of the per- 
| mit. 

The city attorney, however, has in- 
formed the council that he wasn’t 
certain that the action denying the 
license legally rescinded the approval 
| granted a fortnight before. He asked 
time to study the situation. 
Griffith and others desiring to 
| build new theatres have indicated 








| that if the city council refuses to 
i srant their permits they'll go into 


The Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 


have been fithting against 
| grounds that the city already is con- 
| siderably overseated and that more 
| theatres would jeopardize present 


| investments. 





| Murita’s Alternative 
Writ in Suit Against U 

Denied a peremptory mandamus 
writ two weeks ago to inspect the 
books, business transactions, etc., oi 
Universal Pictures Co., a subsid of 
Universal Pictures Corp., the Murita 
Trading Co., as a stockholder las: 
week was granted an alternative | 
writ ordering the officers and direc- 
tors of the company to permit the 
inspection or to show cause within 
20 days why the order should not be 
obeyed. Supreme Court Justice 
Samuel I. Rosenman, who had denied 
the original application on the 
ground that mismanagement of the 
company’s finances had not been 
charged, granted the alternative or- 
der, which covers all transactions 
since 1930. 

Murita asked for the inspection of 
the records preparatory to the trial 
of its action to have the company 
dissolved. The plaintiff alleges that 
since 1930 the company’s losses have | 
aggregated over $7,000,000. Murita 
purchased its stock, 160 shares, in 
April, 1925. The new officers took 
over control of the company in April, 
1936, In its answer to the suit, at- 
torneys for Universal point out that 
the present organization was not re- 
sponsible for prior conditions of the 
company. Besides they contend, 
Murita was aware of its financial 
condition, when it purchased the 
stock, and that the present action 
was brought in ‘bad faith.’ 


Seattle Orph B’k’pt 


The Seattle Orpheum Co. filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy yes- 











terday (Tuesday) in N. Y. federal 
court through its v.p., O. R. Mc- 
Mahon. The petition listed 1270 


Sixth avenue, the RKO offices as its 
N. Y. address. No schedule was filed 
but the petition declared its only 
assets as $3,643 in cash. 

A tentative list of creditors named | 
includes Stadium Theatres Corp., 
Electrical Research Products Corp., 
RCA Victor Co., National Theatre 
Supply Co., and the Bank of Cali- 
fornia. No figures as to its liabilities 
disclosed in the petition. McMahon 
stated the action was taken with 
unanimous consent of board of di- 
rectors. 





EXHIB LOSES $1,000 SUIT | 








tion for Miss Branch as an impre- 
sario, who stands to go in the hole | 
through her efforts. She has already 
traveled 12,000 miles through Europe | 
to get exhibits here, conversing on 
the way with foreign official big 
Associated with her in the 
venture are Anne Morgan, Malvina 
Hoffman and Gretchen Green. 
Actually, the folk dancers, apart! 
from the name terpers of Haakon 
calibre, are the same flock which 
stages dances for fun in Central 
Park, Washington Square, etc. every 
summer. Rainbow Room site goes 
cuffo to the project for rehearsals 
and performances. All receipts, less 
the troupe’s.expenses, go to charity. 
Fifteen percent of receipts from sale 





Denver, Nov. 16. 

Suit filed by Footman Bros. for | 
$1,000 against Ed Sonney, distributor | 
of ‘Gambling with Souls,’ was lost by | 
the Bros. 

They asked the damages claiming | 
breach of an oral contract in which | 
Sonney had promised them the film | 
for their Liberty, in Colorado| 
Springs. The film was sold to the | 
opposition, 





of food and liquor also chucked into 
the altruistic kitty. 

Preview of the exhibs at the In- 
ternational Building set for Nov. 28 
with every diplomatic figure in town 
invited, 
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Fend Between Webrenberg-Greenman 
Brewing in St. Louis Over Opposish 





EUROPA, PHILLY, FINED | 


FOR PHONEY PA. SEALS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Jerome Harrison, operator of the 
Europa, tiny arty house here, was 
fined $100 last Friday (12) on charges 
by the Pennsy Board of Censors that 
he was exhibiting pix with imprope: 
seals. 

Inspector for the board stated the 
censors were willing to overlook the 
Europa’s first offense as a le7zitimate 








mistake, but it was extremely riled 
when the very next picture to play 
at the house bore the same s2zal as 
the first one. It was issued for 
neither film, nor even to the com- 
pany that produced them. 


Original violation was on a film | 
called ‘Jerusalem, the Holy City,’ 
which the . Europa rented from | 


Standard Film Corp., New York. This 
picture was censored in Pennsy on 
Sept. 30, 1932, and seal E1208 issued 
for it to Success Pictures. 

When it came to the Europa six 
weeks ago, it bore approval sticker 
£47270, which was issued to General | 
Foreign Sales Corp. for ‘Overture to | 
Carnival Romain.’ 


Harrison claimed that an error had | 
been made by the distrib in placing 
the wrong seal on the film, and the 
board overlooked the offense. The! 
picture ran 17 days. 


However, it was followed by 
‘Rhythm in Light,’ also distributed 
by Standard, and this likewise bore | 
seal E47270, issued to General Sales 
for ‘Overture.’ The picture had been 
approved by the board previously on 
application from French Motion Pic- 
tures and the Trans-Lux theatre, 
Philly. 

Inspectors for the board .immedi- 
ately went before Magistrate John | 
Coyle and had a warrant issued for | 
Harrison, inasmuch as they couldn't 
obtain service on Standard Films be- 
cause it was out of the state. ~ 

Total fines for all the violations, if | 
pressed, would have amountéd to 
about $2,500. Because the house is s9 
small, the board agreed to compro- 
mise on the $100 figure. 





Rep Rolls Up Four 


To Starting Line 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Starting with ‘Outside of Paradise’ | 
(formerly ‘Mavourneen’) yesterday | 
(Monday ), Republic has four features | 
set to roll this month. Next to go 
will be ‘The Old Barn Dance,’ Gene 
Autry cleffed thud-and-thunderer, 
which Sol Siegel produces. 

Siegel also will produce ‘Purple | 
Vigilantes,’ starting Nov. 27, with the 
Three Mesquiteers featured. Nov, 29 
Albert Levoy launches ‘Meet the 
Duchess,’ with Alison Skipworth and | 
Poily Moran. 

Republic has assigned Herb Dalmas | 


! 
} 








to the scripting job on ‘Ladies in| 
Distress,’ which will co-star Alison | 
Skipworth and Polly Moran. 

Scrib turned in treatment on 
‘Sweet and Hot.’ 


| have 


| formed, 





St. Louis, Nov. 16. 

A feud between Fred Wehrenberg, 
xresident of the MPTOA of eastern 
Missouri and southern Illinois, and 
Harry Greenman, nabe_ operator 
here, is reported to be brewing as 
result of Wehrenberg’s announce- 
ment that he will lend support to 
E. E. Rudolph, Jr., lessee-manager of 
the Studio theatre in Pine Lawn. a 
suburb, who is erecting a new 1,000- 
seater across the street from the 
Studio. Several weeks ago Green- 
man said he was adding the Studio 
to his string and would remodel the 
460-seater into a 1,000-seater. 

Rudolvh said his lease on the Stu- 
dio does not expire until February, 
1938, and he intends reiaining pos- 
session of it until his new house is 
opened about Xmas day. He said he 
started on his plans for the theatre 
vefore Greenman closed the deal with 


| the owners of the Studio property. 


Wehrenberg has admitted Ke will be 
interested in the management of the 
new house, and this is interpreted by 
Film Row that he also will be finan- 
cially interested. 

Greenirin siates he was ap- 
proached by th: owners of the Studio 
theatre building more thana year ago 
to take it over, but declined until 
after he learned Rudolph had per- 
fected plans for the new house. 

Greenman said he has been paying 


rent on the Siudio since Oct. 15, but 


will not become embroiled in legal 
snarls for its possession. However, 
he feels that someone should be pay- 
ing him $100 a day which he figures 
he would make cut of the house, 
inasmuch as he arranges the film 
bookings and has had other ex- 
penscs. 

The nabes controlled by Wehren- 
berg and Greenman are located in 
South St. Louis, and both chains 
indulged in giveaways and 
cxtra unit programs to capture biz in 
iheir perliculer Iscalities. 

Film row reealls how Wehrenberg 
-ecently went to the financial aid of 
ne owners of the Tomple, in Fergu- 
son, Mo., near here, wacn outside in- 


| terests threatened an invasion of that 


territory. As result of Wehrenberg’s 
activities the Savoy Amusz2z. Co. was 
erecting a 650-seater, and 
thus repelled the contempiated in- 
The Savoy is reported to be 
showing black figures on its ledgers, 
Avyain Hends MPTOA 

Fred Wehrenberg was again re- 
elected president of the MPTOA of 
eastern Missouri and southern Illi- 
nois at the annual m2eiing held here 
last week. Other officers chosen are: 
First vice-president, S. E. Pertle, 
Jerseyville, fil.; second vice-presi- 
dent, I. W. Rodgers, Cairo, IIL; third 
vice-president, Robert Cluster, John- 
son City, ILL; fourth vice-president, 
Sam Komm, St. Louis; secre:cry- 
treasurer, Louis S. Hehl, St. Louis, 
and sergeant-at-arms, Walter Thim- 
ming, St. Louis. Members of the 
board of directors include Louis K, 


Ansell, Maury Davis, Harold W. 
Evens, Clarence Kaimann, Irving 
Laud, Mrs. Bessie Schulter, Fronk 


|Spiros and Victor Thien, St. Lou's, 
|and Louis J. Menges, East St. Louis, 


1ll.; L. A. Mercier, Fredericktown, 


|Mo.; H. E. Miller, Chester, Ill., and 


| Noah Bloomer, Belleville, IL. 


NEWSREEL COMPETISH | 


Again Makes ’Em Sidestep Previous 
Previous Accords 





While a better cooperative spirit 
prevails among the five newsreels on 
the matter of athletic or sports event 
coverage, at least two newsreels have 
kicked over setup in which all seem- 
ingly agreed to stick together agains‘ 
college usurpation of coverage rithts. 
New slant by these execs is that they 
will pass on each specific case when 
it comes up. It’s a revival of the 
old go-it-alone sprtrit. 

Five newsreels sent representatives 
to a huddle after the Minnesota- 
Notre. Dame grid game in which the 
Gopher authorities barred all five 
reels, furnishing footage via a blue 
print which was done by a Minne- 
apolis firm of photographers. As‘de 
from possible complications on law- 


suits, the extra expense and possible | 


most 


slip-up on time of release, most o 


newsreel folks felt that the Minne- | 
sota case might set a precedent and | 


produce a scramble of other univer- | 


sities in following suit. 

However, despite this current de- 
fection, the five newsreels probably 
again will present a united front on 
the matter of Rose Bow! game cov- 
erage next New Year’s day. 


Election followed an address by 
Ed Kuykendall, president of the 


| MPTOA of America, to 200 exhib- 


itors, in which he asserted he was 
personally opposed to governmenial 
regulation of the exhibitors’ business, 
because he didn’t believe such re*u- 
lation was necessary. Kuykencoll 
also stated that leaders of an oppo- 


‘sition group of exhibitors, whom he 


did not name by name, v/cre trying 


ito tie the motion pix indusury into 


the Guffey Coal Act, an effort that 
would result in those ent’a*ed in the 
exhibition bus'ness having nothing 
to say about its regulation. (Refers 
to Allied States.) 

Kuykendall also 
no longer was any need of the Le- 
gion of Decency, because better 
tures are here. He said the improve- 
ment the leacue broucht about would 
eventually have come from the in- 
dustry itself without the outside 
pressure. 


declared there 


pice 


Philly Upp:ng Ad Rates 
Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Philly exhibs squawking over a 
ihreaiened rise in cost of amusement 
odvertising in the two morrin*t pa- 
pers, the Inquirer and Record, Both 
now charge 20c. a line, with the 
mount of increase not yet decided 
upon, 
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-M TURNS ON 
THE POWER! 








(and watch the joyful juice flow week after week after week!) 





“FIREFLY” 
BLAZES! 


(Oh, you Jeanette 
MacDonald!) 
Something elegant! It’s topping 
in Oklahoma City, 
St. Paul, Detroit, Minneapolis—beats 
“Broadway Melody” in Philadelphia 


and Portland—swamps “Rose Marie” 


“Maytime” 


in Milwaukee—tops at Tulsa and 


blazing new records daily! 


MORE ON THE WAY! 


“LAST GANGSTER’ 
BLASTS! 


(Nice going, Edward G. 
Robinson!) 


The first engagements reveal one of 
the Season’s Sensations — Scranton, 
Des Moines, terrific! And for ex- 
ample at Pittsfield, Thursday open- 
ing beat Saturday opening of “Thin 
Man’; “Captains Courageous’; “May- 
time” and other big ones. Oh boy, 
keep your boxoffice eye on this one. 


WATCH THE PAPERS 


“NAVY BLUE 
AND GOLD’ 
“GREAT! 


Listen Industry! 
Here’s a Knockout! 
Just Previewed! 
The Year’s Surprise! 
It’s got Youth! 

It’s got Thrills! 

It’s got Patriotism! | 
It’s got Love and Kisses! 
Screen it Fast! 
Ballyhoo it Big! 
Give It Your Best Time! 
And You'll be H-A-P-P-Y! 


FOR LEO’S CAPERS! 
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Neumann. 
rick. 
as, Univer 
‘MORE THAN LOVE,’ pro 
Sloman; original by Lester Cole; screen play by Lester Cole and Newman 
Levy; photographed by Milton Krasner 
Larry Blake, Nan Gray, Samuel S. Hinds, Halliwell Hobbes, Jane Dar- 
well, Fritz Leiber, Granville Bates, Leonard Mudie, Bert Roach, Virginia 
Sale, Lillian Elliott, John Miller, Henry Hunter, 


Pic Now in Production 


Warners 


Now Balance to 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be‘ore Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Total 60 20 4 14 22 20 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frank McDonald; 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker; photographed 
by James Van Trees. Cast: Dick Foran, June Travis, John Litel, George E. 
Stone, Dick Purcell, Veda Ann Borg, Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 

‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Breezy 
Eason; original screen play by Abem Finkel and William Jacobs; camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
Cobb, Max Hoffman, Jr., William Davidson. 


Number = umber 


‘LARGER THAN LIFE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler: 


adapted from play by Joseph Schrank, based on magazine story by Norman 
Matson; screen play by Schrank and Robertson White; camera, Arthur 
Todd. Cast: Frank McHugh, Berton Churchill, Jane Wyman, Ferris Tay- 
lor, Dianne Lewis, Cora Witherspoon, Raymond Hatton, William Haade, 
Tom Kennedy. 

*TOVARICH,’ produced by Robert Lord: directed by Anatole Litvak; 
play by Jacques Deval; screen play by Casey Robinson; photographed by 
Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone, 
Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, Anita Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris Car- 
novsky, Gregory Gave, Fritz Feld, Vladimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christian 
Rub; Reine Riano, Montagu Love, George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse 
Martel, Heather Tratcher. 

‘PATIENT IN ROOM 138,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Bobby 


Connolly; original screen play by Mignon Eberhart; photographed by James | 
Cast: Ann Sheridan, Patric Knowles, Vicki Lester, Edward | 


Van Trees. 
McWade. 

‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens, original screen play by George Bricker, Anthony Colde- 
way and Morton Grant; photographed by Bob Ross. Cast: Ronald Reagan, 
Gloria Blondell, Addison Richards, Hugh O’Connell, Dick Purcell, Sheila 
Bromley. 

‘WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT,’ formerly titled ‘THIS WOMAN IS DAN- 
GEROUS,’ and ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- 
rected by Stanley Logan; original by A. H. Z. Carr; screen play by Horace 
Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, 
Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, John 
Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 

‘TOO MUCH OF EVERYTHING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
Arthur Lubin; original screen play by Lawrence Kimble, Jean Negulesco 
and Wally Klein; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Dolores Costello, 
Bonita Granville, Donald Crisp, Donald Briggs, Natalie Moorhead, Lucille 
Gleason. 

‘PENROD AND HIS TWIN BROTHER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; di- 
rected by William McGann; original screen play by William Jacobs and 
Hugh Cummings: photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy and Bobby 
Mauch, Spring Byington, Charles Halton, Jackie Morrow, Bennie Bartlett, 
Frank Craven. 

‘HIGHWAY PIRATES,” produced by Bryan Foy; directed by B. Reeves 
Eason; original screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed by Ted 
McCords. Cast: Beverly Roberts, Dick Purcell, Gloria Blondell, Charles 
Foy. 

‘BLONDES AT WORK,” produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frai.k 
McDonald; original screen play by Albert Demond; photographed by War- 
ren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kenndy, Rosella 
Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan, Carole Landis. 

‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Busby 
Berkeley; original story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo; screen play by 
Wald, Leo and Richard Macauley; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick 
Powell, Frances Langford, Mona Marshall, Lola Lane, Hugh Herbert, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan Mowbray, Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Eric 
Stanley, Edgar Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band, Louella O. Parsons. 

‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT,’ produced in technicolor by Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; story by Clements Ripley; screen play 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckner; photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: 
George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains, Margaret Lindsay, Tim 
Holt, Russell Simpson, John Litel, George Hayes, Pat West, Marcia Ralston. 

‘SWING YOUR LADY,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray 
Enright; original by Kenyon Nicholson and Charles Robinson; screen play 
by Joseph Schrank and Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Dorothy McNulty, Louise Fazenda, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Allen Jenkins, Eddie Acuff, Nat Pendleton. 


Warner Pictures in Production 


‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD,’ produced by Henry Blanke; 
directed by William Keighley; original screen play by Norman Reilly Raine 
and Seton I. Miller; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Rains, Basil Rathbone, Patric 
Knowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette, Melville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 

‘A SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed 
by Lloyd Bacon; play by Damon Runyon and Howard Lindsay; screen play 
by Joseph Schrank and Earl Baldwin; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: 
Edward G. Robinson, Jane Bryan, Ruth Donnelly, Edward Brophy, Harold 
Huber, Willard Parker, Allen Jenkins. George E. Stone, John Litel. 


‘JEZEBEL,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by William Wyler; | 
screen play by Clements Ripley and Aben Finkel; from play by Owen 


Davis, Sr.; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cat: Bette Davis, Henry Fonda, 
George Brent, Fay Bainter, Henry O'Neill, Donald Crisp, Gordon Oliver, 
Richard Cromwell, Spring Byington. , ; 

‘MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ produced by Bryan Foy: associate, 
Gordon Hollingshead; directed by Noel Smith; original story by Mignon 
G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed.by L. William 
O'Connell. Cast: Dick Purcell, June Travis, Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony 
Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire, William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, 
Sheila Bromley, Hugh O’Connell, Trevor Bardette, Dennie Moore. 





7 . 'Big Tax Rap Against Erpi 
Racket Dept. lo Check | Stayed by Atkanta Court 
On Banko Infractions 


Atlanta, Nov. 16. 
Fulton (Atlanta) County tax as- 





Chicago, Nov. 16. | Sessors 
Several theatre circuits added a/ restraint from putting seven years’ 


new office to their setup last week, | t,x assessments on property of Elec- | 


one to be known as the Racket de- 
partment, in charge of investi- 
gating the operation or non-oper*- 
tion of giveaways, premiums, bank 
nights or other extra-curriculum ac- 
tivities of the houses. 
t Origination of the idea’ accredited | tarily made a return on its equip- 
pce ae at tone | ment with the county's tax receiver. 
o teen mi ERPI contends it leases the equip- 


in as official in charge. 

sal il ment to theatres and that latter are 
responsible for all tax settlements 
under their contracts. 


| trical Research Products, Inc. Judge 
| Virlyn B. Moore signed the petition 
and order, 
| tax board had threatened to apply 
assessments on property. valued: at 





Meinardi’s ‘Ra 





Hollyy v. 16. | Hearing was 
Helen Meinardi hb tigned | set for Nov. 19. 
the script of ‘High vnce’| Company’s injunction suit follows 
at Radio. J. Robg ‘It| batch of similar court actions in- 
Couldn’t Happey stituted by railway equipment con- 
Cliff Reid uni/ - O | cerns. 
adling. | 


Cast: Williara Hall, Jane Wyman, Esther Ralston, Robert War- 


ed by Edmund Grainger; directed by Ted ! 
Cast: Kent Taylor, Fay Wray, | 


last week were under court | 


which set out that the | 


| $440,000 unless the company volun- ; | 
; opened Nov, 9 by Robb & Rowley | 


BIG WIG ORDER—5,000 OF ’EM 


_PICTURES 








| Nebraska’s Epidemic Of 


Epidemics; Murders B.0. 


Omaha, Nov. 16. 

Epidemic of epidemics which have 
‘smothered show biz both locally and 
in rural areas past three months de- 
veloped couple of new angles last 
week. 

This time it’s scarlet fever which 
| has, broken out in Bancroft, Neb., 


theatre there. Ban on for at least 
10 days which would take lid off end 
of current week. 

In West Point, Neb., diptheria has 
caused similar condition and has held 
out longer. West Point is the 
»9f Cuming county which also 
cludes Bancroft and Wisner. Latter 
town underwent ban from infantile 
paralysis but open now. West Point 
ban off 15th. 

Ban on schools and theatre in 
Pilger, Neb., lifted last week after 
10 days of restrictions. 

In Omaha no further 
of polio cases has worried of- 
ficials but showmen wondering 
what’s become of patronage, 
cially nabes. In small town situa- 
tions recovery much more impeded 


seat 


in- 


recurrence 


as hysteria which develops with ban | 


| clings long after resirictions lifted. 





Theatre Changes | 





Lincoln, 
William F,.: Youngclaus, who has 
the Empress and Island, Grand Is- 
land, is taking in a storeroom at the 
back of the Empress to lengthen his 
house and add 350 more seats. Spot 
|is now only a 400-seater. 
| Salein, Oo. 
| The Harris Amusement Co. in- 
terests in Pittsburgh, Pa., has taken 
over the management of the Siate 
and Grand theatres here. 





New York. 
Dave Rosen has resigned,as man- 
ager of the Minsky Oriental, to man- 
age Harry Brock’s new West End 
theatre, 125th street. 


Los Angeles. 

E. C. Hamilton re-elected presi- 
dent of Moving Picture Operators, 
Local 150, IATSE. R. L. Haywood 
|re-elected business -representative; 
| Mert J. Sands, sec-treas.; W. R. Her- 
jmance, L. A. Moselle and C. C 
| Bolinger, trustees, and 
sergeant-at-arms, 


| clamation. 

—_--_- - 

Sol Edwards, eastern’ division 
|}manager for Grand National, an- 


nounced number of promotions in GN 
distribution organization. William 


held down the same post in Cleve- 
land. 

Peter Rosian assumes duties of 
branch manager in Cleveland, ele- 
vated from salesman’s post in Wash- 
ington. 

Carl Goe named branch manager 
of Buffalo office and Jack Lamonte 
added to sales force of Washington 
office, and William Crystal to sales 
force of Minneapolis office. 


Rochester, N. Y. 

A two-man strike at the Madison, 
called by the operating engineers’ 
union, ended in a truce when Ches- 
ter Fenyvessy, manager, agreed to 
talk over demands for $2 a week in- 
crease in pay and a 48-hour week 
with extra pay for overtime. Pro- 
| posed agreement will apply also to 
the Monroe, West End and Strand 
| theatres, which are operated by the 
Fenyvessys. 








| Salt Lake City. 


Charles M. Pincus, manager of the | 
Capitol theatre, Salt Lake City, re- | 


places Holden Swiger, resigned, at 
,the Utah theatre. 
|}manage the Centre, which will be 
|ready around Xmas. 

Galveston. 


| Historic theatre at Matamoros, on 
| border opposite Brownsville, being 





'restored by municipal authorities. It | 


'was originally built at the direction 
{of Empress Charlotte during the 
‘French @cupation. 
San Antonio. 
Plaza, indie house on Alamo Plaza, 
will be dismantled at the end of 1939. 
Kerrville will soon get a new Jack 


Pickens theatre to cost around $28,- | 


000, according to Bert O. Parsons 


| of that city. 


Hall Circuit opened its Rialto, | 
| Aransas Pass, Tex.. Nov. 5. House | 
was formerly the Rex. 

New Tower, Corpus’ Christi, 


| Theatres. ; 
Jack A. Pickens, Jr., opened his 
|new Rig, Refugio, on Oct. 29. 





Denver. 


| manager of the Plaza theatre owned 
| by Dave Cockrill. He succeeds Llovd 
| Kirby. who will manage Cockrill's 
| naborhood house, the Alpine. Gundy 
was for a- long time assistant to 
Harry Huffman here. 


—_—-— 


and caused closing of schools and | 


espe- | 


C. F. Wide, | 
All choices by ac- | 


Shartin becomes branch manager of | 
Minneapolis office, having formerly | 


Pincus will also | 
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EXPLOITATION :-: 8y Epes w. Sargent 





Working at Love 
Louisville. 


Some neat little exploitation stunts | 


were pulled off by A. J. Kalberer, 
manager of the Fourth Avenwe 
; Amusement Company’s Strand, aided 
by Carroll Hannah, in the interest 
of the film ‘Danger—Love at Work.’ 
Clever street bally was the use of 
an attractive girl and boy, who sat 
in Lincoln Park, in the heart of the 
downtown district. Pair occupied 
bench with large barricade painted 
a brilliant red sitting in front of 
them, bearing title of pic. While so 
engaged girl and boy distributed en- 
velopes containing nuts (promoted), 
and bearing copy for both the thea- 
tre and a nut shop. The barricade 
also carried a lantern which was 
lighted for night use. 


Another inexpensive and effective 
stunt was a cage of love birds ‘also 
promoted), in theatre foyer with 
spot light a week in advance of the 
picture’s opening, carrying title of 
film. The cage and birds were then 

|moved to the leading downtown 
cafeteria two days prior to opening, 
and attracted plenty of attention. 


Flashes Firefly 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Campaigning ‘Firefly’ to a house 
record, Bert Leighton, manager of 
ithe Grand theatre (WB) here, de- 
veloped a series of novel stunts 


which were real attention getters. 
Best original trick was building of 
a typical desert scene in a large 
aquarium for display in co-op music 
store window. Aquarium 
so that passers-by could see bchind 
|cut-out trees and rocks, yet no one 
was able to figure out how a bril- 
j liant red firefly was made to appear 
| and disappear every 30. seconds. 
Trick was accomplished with a 


was set | 


Quiz Vs. Banko 
Cleveland. 
‘Quiz Nights’ took hold with such 
promising reactions at RKO’s sub- 


'urban Lincoln, which introduced it 
}as a novel biz picker-upper that it 


may be possible threat to bank-nites. 

Idea developed by Al Gregg, cir- 
cuit’s p.a., and okayed by Nat Holt, 
is patterned after radio’s ‘Mr. Quizz.” 
Role of stage quizzer being taken 
weekly on Thursdays by Wayne 
Mack, WGAR announcer, but minus 


the Bowes type of ribbing. Not as 
expensive to house as banko, prizes 
ranging from $10 to ducats to brain- 
wizards who answer all questions. 
About 200 extra cash customers 
igned book for first quiz under 


‘niority system of calling absentees 
names every week to give everybody 
achance. Stunt going so well, with- 
out any backfire, that it may be tried 
out at nabe Keith’s 105th in the 
heart of the bank-nite section, privt 
to carrying it out throughout RKO 
circuit, 


Express Publicity 
In lining up its advance exploita- 


tion campaign on ‘Wells’ Fargo,’ 
Frank Lloyd's forthcoming release 
starr.ng Joel McCrea and Frances 


Dee, Paramount has effected several 
outstanding tie-ups with leading na- 
tional manufacturers. 

The first in a series of national ad 
breaks takes place in the Nov. 29 
issue of Life with a full-page adver- 
tisement tying up ‘Wells Fargo’ with 
Studebaker automobiles. In the pic- 
ture ‘Wells Fargo’ a reproduction 
of the old Studebaker carriage shop 
in Hangtown, Cal., is shown. This 
is the basis of the tie-up advertise- 
ment which points up the early be- 


| ginning of Studebaker and sells their 


hooded flasher buib on far side of | 


; aquarium, and out 
closest observers. 
that store manager has asked for 
four’ more of them on Leighton’s 
next four pictures. 


—— 


‘Merry-Go-Round’ Discs 


Universal has prepared a double- 
faced phonograph record which, in 


of sight of the 
Gag was so good 


| the new style, is restricted to use in | 


| promoting ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938.’ 
| Made under Universal auspices. 
| Probably commercial records will be 
|} available, but this is purely an ex- 
| nloitation stunt and offered as such. 
Universal seems to have had un- 
usually good luck with discs, and 
| Joe Weil is shoving them out tg the 
| trade paper people. 





latest 1938 model. 


Clubs Co-Op 


Taking advantage of the abund- 
ance of exploitation and tie-up possi- 
bilities in Walter Wanger’s ‘52nd 
Street,’ United Artists publicity de- 
partment, under the direction of 
Monroe Greenthal, gave the picture 
a send-off that topped their catch 
line, ‘52nd Street moves to 49th 
street.’ 

With all the famous night clubs of 
New York’s ‘Swing Lane’ particinat- 
ing, a page monopolizing co-opera- 
tive ad was run in the Journal- 
American urging al! to see ‘the 
greatest story of Swing Street.’ The 
clubs bolstered this by displaying 
nine-by-three-foot banners over 
their doors in advance and during 
the run of the picture. 
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Greta Garbo - Charles Boyer 
in “CONQUEST” 
—STARTING TOMORROW— 
Robert Rosalind Robert 
Montgomery Russell Benchley 
in “LIVE, LOVE and LEARN” F 
Coming-Jeanette MacDonald ‘The Firefly 


Loew : 
rate Ah eave her tr Nene tts bap beta btee/ 


“LOST HORIZON” 
-— Starting Tomerrow — 
Irene Dunne - Randolph Scott 
“HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME” 
also N. T. G. REVUE 





SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
Presents 


“< 
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| Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


| Antoinette.’ 


| Months have already been spent in 


| 


'wig coiffures will 


| styling. 


be 


_ Max Factor has a deal with Metro 
| to provide 5,000 wigs to be used in 
_ Joe Gundy has been appointed the Norma Shearer starrer, ‘Marie 


| research to make certain that the 
correct in 








ith Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


Its LO' lie HOWARD 
e esiie 

50”! Bette DAVIS 

Olivia deHAVILLAND 
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“EBB TIDE” 


FRANCES 
Oscar Homolka LANGFORO 
Frances Farmer BUNNY 
Ray Milland BERIGAN 











AND BAND 








HELD OVER 


“SECOND 
HONEYMOON” 


with Tyrone Power 


and Loretta Young 
ALL 35° TO . 
SEATS 1 PLM, 





New Stage Show 





st" MUSIC HALL 
"STAND-IN" 


with LESLIE HOWARD 
| and JOAN BLONCELL 


Spectacular Stage Productions 



































Wednesday, November 17, 1937 


—| 


32 VARIETY 























M-G-M TURNS ON 
THE POWER: 


(and watch the joyful juice flow week after week after week! ) 











“NAVY BLUE 
AND GOLD 
GREAT! 


Listen Industry! 
Here’s a Knockout! 
Just Previewed! 


"LAST GANGSTER" 
BLASTS! 


(Nice going, Edward G. 
Robinson!) 


“FIREFLY” 
BLAZES! 


(Oh, you Jeanette 
MacDonald!) 


: rst engagements reveal one of 
Something elegant! It’s topping The first engag 
the Season’s Sensations — Scranton, 


“Maytime” in Oklahoma City, oe, The Year’s Surprise! 
a eee ee Des Moines, terrific! And for ex- It’s got Youth! 
ae ee ample at Pittsfield, Thursday open- It’s got Thrills! 


It’s got Patriotism! 





“Broadway Melody” in Philadelphia 
and Portland—swamps “Rose Marie” 
in Milwaukee—tops at Tulsa and 


blazing new records daily! 


MORE ON THE WAY! 


ing beat Saturday opening of “Thin 
Man’} “Captains Courageous’; “May- 
time” and other big ones. Oh boy, 
keep your boxoffice eye on this one. 


WATCH THE PAPERS 


It’s got Love and Kisses! 
Screen it Fast! 
Ballyhoo it Big! 
Give It Your Best Time! 
And You'll be H-A-P-P-Y! 


FOR LEO’S CAPERS! 
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Neumann. 
wick. 
Univer Pic Now in Production 

‘MORE THAN LOVE,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by Ted 
Sloman; original by Lester Coie; screen piay by Lester Cole and Newman 
Levy; photographed by Milton Krasner. Cast: Kent Taylor, Fay Wray, 
Larry Blake, Nan Gray, Samuel S. Hinds, Halliwell Hobbes, Jane Dar- 
well, Fritz Leiber, Granville Bates, Leonard Mudie, Bert Roach, Virginia 
Sale, Lillian Elliott, John Miller, Henry Hunter, 


Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number - umber Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be‘ore Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
POM ei sawawese ce 60 20 4 14 22 20 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frank McDonald; 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker; photographed 
by James Van Trees. Cast: Dick Foran, June Travis, John Litel, George E. 
Stone, Dick Purcell, Veda Ann Borg, Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 

‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Breezy 
Edson; original screen play by Abem Finkel and William Jacobs; camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
Cobb, Max Hoffman, Jr., William Davidson. 


‘LARGER THAN LIFE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler: | 


adapted from play by Joseph Schrank, based on magazine story by Norman 
Matson; screen play by Schrank and Robertson White; camera, Arthur 


Todd. Cast: Frank McHugh, Berton Churchill, Jane Wyman, Ferris Tay- | 


lor, Dianne Lewis, Cora Witherspoon, Raymond Hatton, William Haade, 
Tom Kennedy. 

‘TOVARICH.’ produced by Robert Lord: directed by Anatole Litvak; 
play by Jacques Deval; screen play by Casey Robinson; photographed by 
Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone, 
Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, Anita Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris Car- 
novsky, Gregory Gave, Fritz Feld, Vladimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christian 


Rub, Reine Riano, Montagu Love, George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse | 


Martel, Heather Tratcher. 


‘PATIENT IN ROOM 138,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Bobby | 
Connolly; original screen play by Mignon Eberhart; photographed by James | 


Van Trees. Cast: Ann Sheridan, Patric Knowles, Vicki Lester, Edward 
McWade. 

‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens, original screen play by George Bricker, Anthony Colde- 
way and Morton Grant; photographed by Bob Ross. Cast: Ronald Reagan, 


Gloria Blondell, Addison Richards, Hugh O’Connell, Dick Purcell, Sheila | 


Bromley. 

‘WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT,’ formerly titled ‘THIS WOMAN IS DAN- 
GEROUS,’ and ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- 
rected by Stanley Logan; original by A. H. Z. Carr; screen play by Horace 
Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. 
Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, John 
Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 

‘TOO MUCH OF EVERYTHING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
Arthur Lubin; original screen play by Lawrence Kimble, Jean Negulesco 
and Wally Klein; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Dolores Costello, 
Bonita Granville, Donald Crisp, Donald Briggs, Natalie Moorhead, Lucille 
Gleason. 

‘PENROD AND HIS TWIN BROTHER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; di- 
rected by William McGann; original screen play by William Jacobs and 
Hugh Cummings: photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy and Bobby 
Mauch, Spring Byington, Charles Halton, Jackie Morrow, Bennie Bartlett, 
Frank Craven. 

‘HIGHWAY PIRATES,” produced by Bryan Foy; directed by B. Reeves 
Eason; original screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed by Ted 
McCords. Cast: Beverly Roberts, Dick Purcell, Gloria Blondell, Charles 
Foy. 

‘BLONDES AT WORK,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frai.k 
McDonald; original screen play by Albert Demond; photographed by War- 
ren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kenndy, Rosella 
Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan, Carole Landis. 

‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Busby 
Berkeley; original story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo; screen play by 
Wald, Leo and Richard Macauley; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick 
Powell, Frances Langford, Mona Marshall, Lola Lane, Hugh Herbert, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan Mowbray, Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Eric 
Stanley, Edgar Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band, Louella O. Parsons. 

‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT,’ produced in technicolor by Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; story by Clements Ripley; screen play 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckner: photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: 
George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains, Margaret Lindsay, Tim 
Holt, Russell Simpson, John Litel, George Hayes, Pat West, Marcia Ralston. 

‘SWING YOUR LADY,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray 
Enright; original by Kenyon Nicholson and Charles Robinson; screen play 
by Joseph Schrank and Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Dorothy McNulty, Louise Fazenda, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Allen Jenkins, Eddie Acuff, Nat Pendleton. 


Warner Pictures in Production 


‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD,’ produced by Henry Blanke; 
directed by William Keighley; original screen play by Norman Reilly Raine 
and Seton I. Miller; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Rains, Basil Rathbone, Patric 
Knowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette, Melville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 

‘A SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed 
by Lloyd Bacon; play by Damon Runyon and Howard Lindsay; screen play 
by Joseph Schrank and Earl Baldwin; photographed by Sid Hickox. ast: 
Edward G. Robinson, Jane Bryan, Ruth Donnelly, Edward Brophy, Harold 
Huber, Willard Parker, Allen Jenkins. George E. Stone, John Litel. 


‘JEZEBEL,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by William Wyler; | 
screen play by Clements Ripley and Aben Finkel; from play by Owen | 
Davis, Sr.; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Bette Davis, Henry Fonda, | 
George Brent, Of Bainter, Henry O'Neill, Donald Crisp, Gordon Oliver, | 


Richard Cromwell, Spring Byington. 


‘MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ produced by Bryan Foy: associate, | 


Gordon Hollingshead; directed by Noel Smith; original story by Mignon 
G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed.by L. William 
O'Connell. Cast: Dick Purcell, June Travis. Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony 
Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire, William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, 


Sheila Bromley, Hugh O’Connell, Trevor Bardette, Dennie Moore. 
R ’ | Big Tax Rap Against Erpi 
acket Dept.’ to Check = Big Tax Rap Ag P 
. | Stayed by Atkanta Court 
On Banko Infractions Atlanta, Nov. 16. 


Fulton (Atlanta) County tax as- 
sessors last week were under court 








Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Several theatre circuits added a restraint from putting seven years’ 
new office to their setup last week, | ts assessments on property of Elec- 
one to be known as the Racket de- 
partment, in charge of _ investi-| 
gating the operation or non-opera- | 
tion of giveaways, premiums, bank | 
nights or other extra-curriculum ac- | 
tivities of the houses. 

Origination of the idea accredited | terily made a return on its equip- 
to Harry Fitzgerald oc enna | a with the county’s tax receiver. 
Amus Co., which set Russell Leddy | : ‘ 
in as official in charge. | ERPI contends it leases the equip- 


trical Research Products, Inc. Judge 
Virlyn B. Moore signed the petition 
and order, 
tax board had threatened to apply 
assessments on property. valued at 





responsible for all tax settlements 


Meinardi’s ‘Romance’ , 
|under their contracts. Hearing was 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


Helen Meinardi has been assigned 5¢t for Nov. 19. 
the script of ‘Highway to Romance’; 
at Radio, J. Robert Bren goes on ‘f 
Couldn’t Happen Again.” 

Cliff Reid unit produces both filn. 


Company’s injunction suit follows 
batch of similar court actions in- 
stituted by railway equipment con- 
cerns. 





Cast: Williara Hall, Jane Wyman, Esther Ralston, Robert War- 


Cast: Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, | 


which set out that the | 


$440,000 unless the company volun- 
‘opened Nov. 9 by Robb & Rowley | 


ment to theatres and that latter are | 





Advance Production Chart Nebraska's Epidemic 0f 
_ Epidemics; Murders B.0. 


Omaha, Nov. 16. 

Epidemic of epidemics which have 
smothered show biz both locally and 
in rural areas past three months de- 
veloped couple of new angles last 
week. 

This time it’s scarlet fever which 
| has, broken out in Bancroft, 
|} and caused closing of schools and 
| theatre there. Ban on for at least 
| 10 days which would take lid off end 
»f current week. 

In West Point, Neb., diptheria has 
caused similar condition and has held 


out longer. West Point is the seat 
of Cuming county which also in- 
cludes Bancroft and Wisner. Latter 
town underwent ban from infantile 


paralysis but open now. West Point 


ban off 15th. 

Ban on schools and theatre in 
Pilger, Neb., lifted last week after 
10 days of restrictions. 

In Omaha no further 
of polio cases has worried of- 
|ficials but showmen wondering 
what’s become of patronage, espe- 
cially nabes. In small town situa- 
tions recovery much more impeded 
as hysteria which develops with ban 
| clings long after resirictions lifted. 


recurrence 


| 
| 
| 





Theatre Changes 





Lincoln, 


William F.- Youngclaus, who has 


| the Empress and Island, Grand Is- | 


| land, is taking in a storeroom at the 


| back of the Empress to lengthen his} 


| house and add 350 more seats. 
is now only a 400-seater. 


Spot 





Salem, O. 


The Harris Amusement Co. in- 


over the management of the Siate 
and Grand theatres here. 





New York. 
Dave Rosen has resigned as man- 
ager of the Minsky Oriental, to man- 
age Harry Brock’s new West End 
| theatre, 125th street. 


Los Angeles. 

E. C. Hamilton re-elected presi- 
‘dent of Moving Picture Operators, 
|; Local 150, IATSE. R. L. Haywood 
|re-elected business -representative; 
| Mert J. Sands, sec-treas.; W. R. Her- 
mance, _L. A. Moselle and C. C. 
Bolinger, trustees, and C. F. Wide, 
sergeant-at-arms. All choices by ac- 
clamation. 


Sol Edwards, eastern 
manager for Grand National, an- 
| nounced number of promotions in GN 
distribution organization. 





Neb., | 


terests in Pittsburgh, Pa., has taken | 


division | 


William | 
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EXPLOITATION 


:-: By Epes W. Sargznt 








Working at Love 
Louisville. 

Some neat little exploitation stunts 
were pulled off by A. J. Kalberer, 
|manager of the Fourth Avenue 
Amusement Company’s Strand, aided 
by Carroll Hannah, in the interest 
of the film ‘Danger—Ldve at Work.’ 
Clever street bally was the use of 
an attractive girl and boy, who sat 
in Lincoln Park, in the heart of the 
downtown district. Pair occupied 
bench with large barricade painted 
a brilliant red sitting in front of 
them, bearing title of pic. While so 
engaged girl and boy distributed en- 
velopes containing nuts (promoted), 
and bearing copy for both the thea- 
tre and a nut shop. The barricade 
also carried a lantern which was 
lighted for night use. 

Another inexpensive and effective 
tunt was a cage of love birds (‘also 
promoted), in theatre foyer with 
pot light a week in advance of the 
picture’s opening, carrying title of 
film. The cage and birds were then 
j}moved to the leading downtown 
cafeteria two days prior to opening, 
j}and attracted plenty of attention. 





Flashes Firefly 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Campaigning ‘Firefly’ to a house 
record, Bert Leighton, manager of 
ithe Grand theatre (WB) here,. de- 
veloped a series of novel stunts 
which were real attention getters. 
Best original trick was building of 
a typical desert scene in a large 
aquarium for display in co-op music 
|store window. Aquarium was set 
so that passers-by could see bchind 
cut-out trees and rocks, yet no one 
was able to figure out how a bril- 
liant red firefly was made to appear 
and disappear every 30. seconds. 
Trick was accomplished with a 


aquarium, and out of sight of the 
closest observers, Gag was so good 
that store manager has asked for 
four’ more of them on Leighton’s 
next four pictures. 


‘Merry-Go-Round’ Discs 





| Universal has prepared a double- | 


|faced phonograph record which, in 
| the new style, is restricted to use in 


| promoting ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938." | 


Made under Universal auspices. 
| Probably.commercial records will be 


|available, but this is purely an ex- | 


| nloitation stunt and offered as such. 

Universal seems to have had un- 
|} usually good luck with discs, and 
| Joe Weil is shoving them out tg the 
| trade paper people. 


hooded flasher bulb on far side of | 


| Quiz Vs. Banko 
Cleveland 

‘Quiz Nights’ took hold with such 
promising reactions at RKO’s sub- 
jurban Lincoln, which introduced it 
'as a novel biz picker-upper that it 
may be possible threat to bank-nites. 

Idea developed by Al Gregg, cir- 
cuit’s p.a., and okayed by Nat Holt, 
is patterned after radio’s ‘Mr. Quizz.’ 
Role of stage quizzer being taken 
weekly on Thursdays by Wayne 
Mack, WGAR announcer, but minus 
the Bowes type of ribbing. Not as 
expensive to house as banko, prizes 
ranging from $10 to ducats to brain- 
wizards who answer all question 

About 200 extra cash custome 
igned book for first quiz undet 
eniority system of calling absentees’ 
names every week to give everybody 
a chance. Stunt going so well, with- 
put any backfire, that it may be tried 
mut at nabe Keith’s 105th in the 
heart of the bank-nite section, prior 
to carrying it out throughout RKO 
circuit, 


Express Publicity 

In lining up its advance exploita- 
tion campsign on ‘Wells Fargo,’ 
; Frank Lloyd’s forthcoming release 
starring Joel McCrea and Frances 
Dee, Paramount has effected several 
outstanding tie-ups with leading na- 
tional manufacturers 

The first in a series of national ad 
breaks takes place in the Nov. 29 
issue of Life with a full-page adver- 
tisement tying up ‘Wells Fargo’ with 
| Studebaker automobiles. In the pic- 
ture ‘Wells Fargo! a reproduction 
| of the old Studebaker carriage shop 
| in Hangtown, Cal., is shown. This 
|is the basis oc the tie-up advertise- 
ment which points up the early be- 
ginning of Studebaker and sells their 
latest 1938 model. 


Clubs Co-Op 


Taking advantage of the abund- 
ance of exploitation and tie-up possi- 
bilities in Walter Wanger's ‘52nd 
Street,’ United Artists publicity de- 
partment. under the direction of 
| Monroe Greenthal, gave the picture 


|a send-off that topped their catch 
line, ‘52nd Street moves to 49th 
street.’ 


With all the famous night clubs of 
| New York's ‘Swing Lane’ participat- 
| ing, a page monopolizing co-opera- 
| tive ad was run in the Journal- 
American urging all to see ‘the 
| greatest story of Swing Street.’ The 
|clubs bolstered this by displaying 
| nine-by-three-foot banners over 
} their doors in advance and during 
ithe run of the picture. 
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| Shartin becomes branch manager of | 


Minneapolis office, having formerly 
held down the same post in Cleve- 
land. 

Peter Rosian assumes duties of 
branch manager in Cleveland, ele- 
vated from salesman’s posi in Wash- 
ington. 


added to sales force of Washington 
office, and William Crystal to sales 
force of Minneapolis office. 


Rochester, N. Y. 

A two-man strike at the Madison, 
called by the operating engineers’ 
union, ended in a truce when Ches- 
ter Fenyvessy, manager, agreed to 
talk over demands for $2 a week in- 
crease in pay and a 48-hour week 
with extra pay for overtime. Pro- 








the Monroe, West End 
theatres, which are operated by the 
Fenyvessys. 





Salt Lake City. 

Charles M. Pincus, manager of the 
Capitol theatre, Salt Lake City, re- 
places Holden 
, the Utah theatre. 
/manage the Centre, which will be 
|ready around Xmas. 





Galveston. 
Historic theatre at Matamoros, on 


| border opposite Brownsville, being | 


restored by municipal authorities. It 
was originally built at the direction 
|of Empress 
French @cupation, 





San Antonio. 
Plaza. indie house on Alamo Plaza, 
vill be dismantled at the end of 1939. 


Kerrville will soon get a new Jack | 
Pickens theatre to cost around $28,- | 


000, according to Bert O. Parsons 


of that city. 


Hall Circuit opened its Rialto, 
Aransas Pass, Tex.. Nov. 5. House 
was formerly the Rex. 

New Tower, Corpus Christi, 


| Theatres. 
Jack A. Pickens, Jr.. opened his 
new Rig, Refugio, on Oct. 29. 
Denver. 
Joe Gundy has been appointed 
| manager of the Plaza theatre owned 


' by Dave Cockrill. He succeeds Llovd | 
Kirby. who will manage Cockrill’s | 


| naborhood house, the Alpine. Gundy 
was for a. long time assistant to 
| Harry Huffman here. 


Carl Goe named branch manager 
of Buffalo office and Jack Lamonte | 


posed agreement will apply also to | 
and Strand | 


Swiger, resigned, at | 
Pincus will also | ~ 


Charlotte during the | 





New York Theatres | 
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Greta Garbe - Charles Boyer 
in “CONQUEST”’ 
—STARTING TOMORROW— 
Robert Rosalind be 43 
Montgomer Russell enchley 
in LIVE, LOVE and LEARN” - 
Coming-Jeanette MacDonald ‘The Firefly 
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“LOST HORIZON” 
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Irene Dunne - Randolph Scett 
“HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME” 
also N. T. G. REVUE 





SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
Presents 
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BIG WIG ORDER—5,000 OF "EM 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

| Max Factor has a deal with Metro 
| to provide 5,000 wigs to be used in 
the Norma Shearer starrer, ‘Marie 
| Antoinette.’ 

Months have already been spent in 
research to make certain that the 
'wig coiffures will be correct in 
j styling. 
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HONEYMOON” 


with Tyrone Power 
and Loretta Young 


New Stage Show 








Hi MUSIC HALL 
"STAND-IN" 


with LESLIE HOWARD 
and JOAN BLONCELL 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Shuffles = i 
N eens in ranks of Wash- Ambidextrous Inside Stuff on Odd CHATTER 


the frat- 
‘,oton newspapermen have 
ernity agog. Past few weeks have 
een large number of personnel 
switches, with more becoming effec- 
tive before year-end. WSae: 
One change of bosses whic as 
attraghed widespread attention finds 
Frederick A, Storm, personal friend 
of President Roosevelt, picking up 
the typewriter again to represent 


Storm leaves employ of Carl Byoir, 
public relations counsel, and returns 
to the job which he held for first 
four years of the New Deal. He 
was brought to Washington from Al- 
bany by U. P. because of his intimacy 
with the Chief Executive, political 
figures around the President, and 
members of the first family. 


Storm’s reentry to active press 
work was made possible by switch 
of Richard M. Harkness, who has 
been covering the Executive beat 
for the press association for several 
months, from U.P. to the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer Bureau. 

Another chore change which has 
more than usual interest is the resig- 
nation of Joseph Alsop and Robert 
Kintner from the N. Y¥. Herald Trib- 
une Bureau. They have taken 
up columning for North Ameri- 
R. Baukhage, who continues to rep- 
resent N. A. N. A. in spot news 
field, Alsop, a relative of Mrs. Rooseé- 
velt, has been in Washington for 
more than a year, covering the Sen- 
ate. Kintner is a financial expert. 
Staff men from New York will fill 
the bureau gaps. 

Newcomer to Washington ranks is 
Amory Lawrence, son of socially- 
prominent Massachusetts family. 
Joins the Boston Transcript Bureau, 
assisting Oliver McKee, correspon- 
dent for several years. 

Wanderlust got one Congressional 
legman when Duane Wilson, former 
U. P. staffer, quit labor to journey 
to Hawaii. Used to cover the House 
for the press service. 


Pruning on local papers recently 
caused several changes on the Wash- 
ington Times staff. Among those 
ousted in expense-chopping are Louis 
E. Whyte, veteran of many years 
at the Capitol, and Carlisle Bargeron, 





columnist, who scribbles for Nation’s | 
Business and at times has done stint | 
for the Washington Post and Wash- 
ington Herald. 


Furlough after 50 years’ service 
was awarded Gideon Lyon, associate 
editor and chief editorial writer for 
the Washington Star. Place is not 
being filled at present, with several 
city staff aces being given side-line 
job of filling the editorial columns. 

Death of K. Foster Murray, who 
has been one of the towns most 
energetic legmen for more than a 
score of years, startled the press 
corps last week. In ill health for 
past year, Murray committed suicide. 
Had represertted numerous papers, 
including Norfolk Virginian - Pilot 
and Savannah Morning News. 





Eagle Settlement Fails 


First efforts to settle the Brooklyn 
Eagle strike by mediation last week 
have fallen through. Situation is 
deadlocked at the present time. 


Two Eagle strikers, Harold Con- 
rad and Lee Elson, planed out to 
Hollywood last week (11) in attempt 
to raise coin from the picture colony 
and enlist the support of the Screen 
Actors Guild and Screen Writers 
Guild. Are also seeking support 
from the Coast locals of the News- 
paper Guild. Received cuffo round 
trip tickets via the United and 
American Airlines, 


One Eagle printer, George Miller, 
has refused to pass the picket line 
Since the strike started. Works at 


Strike headquarters for the Guilds- 
men, 


Ed Hughes and Charles Grutzner 
are on a trip to leading eastern cities 


to visit Guild locals and encourage | 
payment of dues and assessments. 





| Oil City, also held large chunks of 
| stock. Paper was founded in 1822. 





Ten Best Scenarios 


Random House will publish in 
book form the scenarios of the 10 
pictures selected by Sid Skolsky as | 
the year’s best. Columnist-radio | 
chatterer is asking his ‘public’ to | 
send in their choices, for a checkup 
with the tentative 10 he has picked, 
and a one-sentence reason for each 
listed. Also asking nominations for 
top acting performances of the year. 





New Sunday Supplement 
Parade will be the title of a new 
Sunday supplement to be issued in 
tab size roto form next year. Pub- | 


lication expects to guarantee a cir-| 
culation 


of 3,000,000 through 50. 
newspapers, | 
Daniel E. Moran, president of 


Gravure Service Corp. is handling. | 


| geles Newspaper Guild presented de- 





Ed Bodin, literary agent for 
many pulpsters, also sells his 
own stuff. Using five pseudo- 
nyms, he is Dellomar in Sweet- 
heart Stories, Sylvion in Popu- 
lar Love, Rodellin in Western 
Romances and Chakra in Thrill- 
ing Mystery. First two, Dello- 
mar and Sylvion, are supposedly 
femme writers. Also keeps 
three names in reserve for 
emergencies. Mags receive 
letters comparing Bodin’s per- 
sonal stable of authors, stating 
how much better or worse one 
is than the other, etc. In ad- 
dition, he often attacks himself. 

Under his own name he also 
does a monthly piece for Psy- 
chology Mag and a weekly stint 


for the Birmingham (Ala.) 
News-Age-Herald. Also supplies 
13. pulp authors with plots 
monthly. Bodin began his 


quintupled writing career doing 
‘Advice to the Lovelorn’ for a 
Philly paper in 1915. 











Mencken Lays Down Conditions 


Victorville (Calif.) Rodeo and H. 
L. Mencken are in coy correspond- 
through thire parties over 
Menck as guest of honor next year 
the Mojave Desert resort 
stages its fifth annual non-pro rodeo. 

Menck says he’d be delighted with 
the ‘honor and would gladly make 
the 3,000-mile trip if (1) he may 
bring his own brand of beer and (2) 
there’s a church in the town. He 


also wants to bring his brother and | 
Doc Pearl, the Johns Hopkins bio- 
chemist, both members for 30 years 
of the Saturday Beer Club. More, 
he wants to be guaranteed a good 
notice in VARIETY. 


Cowboys said most of his pro- 
visions were okay, but that he’d have 
to handle the Varirery muggs from 
his end, where they’re softer. 


Mencken countered with further 
queries about the beer. Committee 
said he could bring his own brand, 
and anyway it wouldn’t make much 
difference because the cowboys were 
past masters at burning over brands. 


Menck wanted to know if that 
meant they still had cattle rustlers 
around Victorville. The committee 
said they had plenty and for him not 
to bring a cowhide bag or he’d prob- 
ably find it was from a snaked steer 
and the sheriff would impound it. 


Negotiators feel the groundwork is 
far enough advanced now for the 
principals to move in and close. 
Principals are Menck and Cal Gods- 
hall, postmaster of Victorville and 
prez and gen mgr of the Victorville 
Rodeo. 


H. L. Mencken, doing a one-time 
stand on the ‘Columbia School of the 
Air’ yesterday (Tuesday) over CBS, 
talked on ‘The American Language.’ 

Interviewer wanted to know about 
the Baltimorean’s contributions to 
American slang, and the reply was 
that it wasn’t anything as compared 
to ‘those very resourceful fellows on 
Variery.’ 


ence 


when 





Oil City Blizzard Sold 


The Blizzard, afternoon daily in 
Oil City, Pa., was sold last Wednes- 
day (10) to L. Parker Likely, of New 
York, and Richard H. Amberg, of 
East Orange, N. J. Likely is a for- 
mer staffer on St. Petersburg (Fla.) 
Times. Amberg was with the New- 
ark Ledger. Announcement of the 
switch said new owners planned no 
change in personnel or policy. 

A. C. MacIntyre, one of principal 
stockholders in the corporation 
which formerly owned the Blizzard, 
will continue as editor. C. F. Halder- 
man and Dr. H. A. Downs, both of 





L. A. News Guild’s Demands 
Negotiating committee of Los An- 


mands for guild shop and $70 mini- 
mum weekly salary for five-year 
editorial workers to the Illustrated 
Daily News and Evening News last 
week, Management promised to 
have a counter-proposal ready by to- 
day (17). 

LNG tops are understuod to be 
considerably more interested in the 
Guild shop angle than in the mini- 
mum salary figures, not expecting to 
get what they asked for and pro- 
pared to make an insistent drive for 
the other objective. Guild failed to 
make the Guild shop clause stick in 
the Herald-Express contract al- 








though winning many other conces- 
sions and biding its time on the 
Guild shop angle. 


J. Bryan 3d, one of the Satevepost 
editors, gives some inside stuff on 
O. O. McIntyre in the current SEP, 
titled ‘Gallipolis Boy Makes Good.’ 
Some of the controversial journalis- 
tic anecdota sound like Odd told his 
biographer on himself; some of it is 
common knowledge. 

The Satevepost piece (one-part) 
is a sort of a trailer for ‘A Book on 
O. O. McIntyre,’ which is the col- 
umnist’s official biography, and on 
which Charies B. Driscoll, editor for 
McNaught Syndicate (which han- 





dles MclIntyre’s scrivenings) has 
been working for several years. It’s 
due for publication soon. 
Say Stern Stalls "Em 
Rumblings being heard at the 
strongly-union Philly Record over 
what Guild execs term Publisher 


J. David Stern’s ‘stalling’ on confabs 
for an agreement with commercial 
departments of the sheet. Guilds- 
men claim they have been trying 
to get together with the boss for 
several months, but he keeps put- 
ting them off. His latest move has 
been to demand a Labor Board 
election. Guilders maintain they 
have ad department sewed up tight. 

Editorial columns of the Record 
are strongly pro-labor. 





Strikes Hit Washington 

Radio scored a point against the 
press last week, when subscribers of 
the Washington Evening Star had to 
be notified through WRC-WMAL of 
the reason why they had not re- 
ceived their papers. 

Strike of rural carriers left coun- 
try subscribers newsless, except for 
tune-ins on local stations, with How- 
ard P. Bailey, Star’s news commen- 
tator bringing latest flashes on prog- 
ress of strike negotiations. 

Industry’s face grew red, however, 
when technicians of station WOL 
staged their own strike, later in the 
week, giving local rags a chance to 
yah-yah at the silenced transmitter. 





Scouting for Novelists 

H. S. Latham, v.p. and editor of 
the Macmillan Company, spent last 
Friday (12) and Saturday at the 
Bellevue - Stratford Hotel, Philly, 
conferring with authors whose books 
are published by the outfit and seek- 
ing new authors. 

He has held similar regional con- 
ferences throughout the country. In 
each case, advance publicity was sent 
out asking authors whose manu- 
scripts are completed, or started and 
in definite form, to come in and see 
Latham, 





Shaffer Quits Trib for Pix 
George Shaffer, for 15 years Coast 
representative of the Chicago 
Tribune Syndicate, has joined the 
Warners publicity department in 
Hollywood. He will write features. 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


Granville R. Safford, 69, news- 
paperman for more than 40 years, 
died at his home in Philadelphia last 
Wednesday (10) after an illness of 
several months. Born in Corfu, 
N. Y., Safford began his newspaper 
career in Batavia, N. Y. and became 
managing editor there. He was as- 
sistant news editor of the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer at the time of his 
death and formerly news editor of 
the Philadelphia Record, 

J. Lindsay McKenna, 56, news- 
paper and publicity man, died in 
New York Thursday (11) of a heart 
attack. He served on the now de- 
funct Philadelphia North American 
and the New York World. More re- 
cently he had been doing studio pub- 
licity in Hollywood and radio press 
agenting. 

McKenna’s father was city editor 
of the Philadelphia Public Ledger 
and later an editorial writer on the 
Philadelphia Record. 

Robert Winsmore, 61, financial 
writer, died in New York last Tues- 
day (9) following a long _ illness. 
Starting newspaper work on the 
Philadelphia Record, he went to the 
New Haven Union and then to the 
New York Journal of Finance. He 
later served as financial editor of the 
New York Times for about three 
years, 

Winsmore did free lance reporting 
for a time and then became a regular 
contributor to the Saturday Evening 
Post. He also was associated with 
the Literary Digest as a financial 
writer. 

Joe Grafton (Morris Lipshutz), 24, 
radio editor of the Philly Record, 
committed suicide by inhaling il- 
luminating gas in the kitchen of his 
apartment, Nov. 9, 1937. Married six 
months. 

Patrick R. (Reddy) Gallagher, 73, 
sports columnist on the Denver Post, 
died in a Denver hospital of pneu- 


Illiterate Printer 





Centreville, Miss., Nov. 16. 

Joe Lee, 23-year-old Negro, 
can’t read or write, but he’s a 
typesetting wizard, according 
to his boss, Charles G. Grubb, 
owner-editor of the Jefferson- 
ian, local weekly paper. Joe’s 
been working as typesetter in 
Grubb’s plant for five years and 
uses shape of characters as his 
guide in assembling type. 

Boy’s only difficulty, says 
Grubb, is in dividing words 
properly at end of lines, follow- 
ing copy willynilly without 
deviation. Joe can’t even write 
his name, but has learned to 
spell Centreville and Missis- 
sippi. 











monia contracted while covering a 
boxing match. Gallagher, a boxer 
and wrestler, fought the original 
Jack Dempsey (The Nonpareil) to a 
draw. He was associated with and 
toured the country with William 
Muldoon when the latter was world’s 
heavyweight wrestler.. Landing in 
Denver in 1890, he stayed, and pro- 
moted sporting events since, 
When the Denver Morning Post 
was started in 1926 he was picked 
to write the fighting and wrestling 
column, and when that paper folded 
jhe continued on the Evening Post. 
Funeral and burial were in Denver. 








Grocery Acts 








(Continued from page 1) 





momentuous occasion. It may be 
only a two-by-four market, or it may 


dotted, but it’s a gala event for the 
sponsors. 


Savoy Sells Deai 


Paul Savoy, Hollywood booking 
agent, and personal manager for 
Austin, gets the credit for swinging 
the trend to topnotch performers at 
salaries commensurate with what 
they dragged down in the ‘gvod old 
days’ when single acts had no dif- 
ficulty getting $1,500 a week for 
playing the New York Palace, the 
Majestic in Chicago and other ace 
two-a-day stands. 


Savoy sold the management of the 
new market at 33 North Lake avenue 
in this somewhat ritzy town, ad- 
jacent to Los Angeles, on the idea of 
dispensing with the three or four 
mediocre turns usually booked for 
occasions of this sort. He sold them 
on the idea of booking a name act, 
paying a regular vaude salary and 
limiting the appearance to two shows 
daily, afternoon and night. 

Austin has been playing dates in 
and around Hollywood for the past 
several years, including regular ap- 
pearances on the radio. At first he 
balked at being the first name act to 
peddle his stuff with a background 
of cabbages, fruits and groceries. 
But the coin offered was tops, and 
with performance time set for one 
hour between 3:30-4:30 in the after- 
noon and from 8-9 at night, he 
capitulated, and this weekend the 
new vaude will be inaugurated. 


New Carrot Circuit 


If the venture proves successful, 
from the market viewpoint, there’s 
no limit to the amount of time that 
can be booked for recognized name 
acts in the greater L. A. area. There 
are hundreds of palatial public mar- 
kets in the district. Los Angeles, 
Hollywood, Beverly Hills, and all of 
the towns within radius of 10-30 
miles have them and an enterprising 
booker should have little difficulty 
keeping standard vaude turns busy 
for many weeks each season. 

Austin booking is regulation in 
every respect. A _ standard vaude 
booking contract was duly signatured 
by all parties concerned. Two per- 
formances each day at the stipulated 
hours and a pro-rata of the single’s 
regular vaude wage leaves no 
grounds for argument. 
thoroughly sold on the booking and 
sees no reason why he shouldn’t play 
similar dates at other markets. 


From the standpoint of perform- 
ance it’s probably going to be a little 
tough as the thousands of patrons 
who flock to these market openings 
and anniversaries are constantly 
moving around, buying their meats, 
groceries, vegetables and. other 
| foods. There'll be no plush seats and 
the audience will not be taxed a gate 
admish. 

But it’s two-a-day vaude. The pay 
4s tops and in lieu of anything 
better it serves to bring back at least 
}a memory of the days that used to 
be. And in these lean days of the 
variety stage, that’s something. 











Austin is! 


Blanche Knopf back from Europe, 


H. G. Wells has just completed his 
first American lecture tour. 


Eliott D. Odell appointed adver- 
tising director of Fawcett Publica- 
tions, Inc. 

Helen Deutsch has sold a story to 
Pictorial Review-Delineator, for the 
Dec. issue. 


‘Washington Correspondents, a 
book due out tomorrow (18) is an 
analysis of the capital city muggs. 

Barrett Kiesling is scripting a tome 
tor Johnson Publishing Co. on the 





}out yesterday (16), is titled 











fine art of publicity as a means of 
livelihood. 
Newest issue of Photo-History, 


‘War Is 


Here.’ Mag is published by Modern 
Age Books, Inc. 

Muriel Babcock winged back to 
New York from Hollywood last 


week to take an executive editorial 
spot with Street & Smith. 

Jose Rodriquéz, musical director of 
KFI and formerly a newshawk on 
the L. A. Record, has added editorial 
writing on the Examiner to his radio 
chores, 

A. J. Cronin, who arrived here this 
week (15), will go to Hollywood at 
the end of the month to confer with 
MGM re filming of his book ‘The 
Citadel.’ 

John H. Connor, St. Paul Daily 
News scribbler since 1933, appoint- 
ed last week to the job of deputy 
to Ed. L. Shave, director of the 
Minnesota Tourist Bureau. Spot pays 
$2,400 a year. 


Ruth Waterbury, editor of Photo- 
play and Movie Mirror, has arrived 
in New York from Hollywood on her 
semi-annual jaunt and will return in 
January. John LeRoy Johnston sits 


be one of the elaborate chain stores | in during her absence from Holly- 
with which the area is plentifully | ¥°°d. 


Kamin Bookshop .in N. Y. is 
handling American distribution of 
Eric H. Rideout’s book ‘The Ameri- 
can Film.’ Book was published in 
England and discusses picture in- 
dustry and producers. Heavily il- 
lustrated. 


Moishe Nadir, w.k. Yiddish novel- 
ist, will be feted at Mecca Temple 
next Sat. (20). Occasion is Nadir’s 
new book titled ‘The Incomplete 
Caravan.’ Program includes Martha 
Graham, Bina Abramowitz, Samuel 


Goldenburg, Kurt Kotch, Joseph 
Buloff, Luba Kadison, Al Harris, 
Amelia Babad, and Rosler, the 
cellist, 





Show Biz Methods | 











(Continued from page 1) 


Plays. Dreyfus formerly was a 
scenic designer for legit productions, 
Bergdorf-Goodman and other Fifth 
Ave. shops have in recent months 
given unusual -attention to proper 
lighting of the wax mannequins in 
their window displays. Bonwit-Tel- 
ler, however, leads the parade in the 
newest trend that the department 
stores have borrowed from show 
business. Bonwit’s windows are 
changed weekly, as is the special 
lighting on the merchandise on dis- 
py rather than the merchandise it- 
self, 


The window dressers of the vari- 
ous stores are now among the keen- 
est observers of the latest develop- 
ments in stage lighting and have 
adapted many of the tricks of the 
trade to their own purposes. To all 
appearances the display men have 
learned which backgrounds will best 
take colored lights as well as high- 
lighting, shadow, foreground, cross, 
side over-head and inverted light- 
ing, using baby spot to excellent ad- 
vantage. The space to which the 
display boys are limited in window 
dressing does not permit use of 
olivettes, bunches or foot. 


Knowing that proper stage lighting 
plays an important part in selling a 
show to an audience, the window 
decorators have found that an er- 
mine wrap looks twice as attractive 
with a steel blue or special lavender 
thrown on it. 


Special care is also given to the 
face of the wax mannequin wearing 
the wrap, the boys having learned 
that the bloodless beauty can take a 
surprise or DuBarry pink and add 
to the general attractiveness and 
make her look more life-like. 


Some of the display artists have 
even gone in for pin shots and split- 
gelatines in lighting figures, making 
it possible for the head, shoulders or 
waist of the figure to be caught with 
one color while the lower extremi- 
ties are flooded with a contrasting 
shade of the spectrum. 

Once again big business has bore 
rowed bright touch of showmanship 
for the selling of merchandise. 
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MOTION PICT 
Spec 





Oe ee 


Wow a new legend, if not exactly a new era, is 
aborning, and its name is Samuel Goldwyn. ‘Goldwyn 
has done it again,’ is the word heard up and down Holly- 


wood Boulevard after each Goldwyn premiere and flash- 


le —— ~ 


ed by wire and airline to every periodical in every land 
before the last reel of the new picture has been re- 


wound. What Goldwyn says and does is spot copy 





and columnist fodder from Beverly Hills to Bagdad, 
and what he turns out in the way of motion picture 


| 
entertainment is, according to gross charts, hot stuff. | 
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The mere billing of the Goldwyn name is not com- 
monly relied upon to bring the cash customers running 
... although some showman might make himself a 
surprising amount of money one of these days trying 


just that. Nor is the Goldwyn era an era of one-name 


le —_ — 


values nor all-star cast bargain sales. It is a part of the 
Goldwyn legend that a Goldwyn picture contains so 


much to sell that the laziest showman in the business 





can sell it without interrupting his pinochle game. 


“THE HURRICANE’ is that kind of a picture.” 
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Transamerican Shifts to Hour Rates ‘OUELLA PARSONS 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. is revising the tele- 
phone circuit setup for some of the 
supplementary allies on the WLW 
Line. Effective this Saturday (20), 
the continuous service lines are com- 
ing out of WJJD, Chicago; KWK, 
St. Louis, and WXYZ, Detroit, and, 
instead, these stations will be hooked 
up with the main line whenever 
they are included in a commercial 
schedule. ; 

Survey made last week by Trans- 
american disclosed that the three 
stations were making little use of the 
sustaining program service available 
to them on the WLW Line, and it 
was decided that a substantial sav- 
ings would be effected if the per- 
manent lines were dropped and an 
arrangement adopted whereby the 


As WLW Line Economy in West 


SALARY UNCHANGED 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 








Louella Parsons will continue 
on Hollywood Hotel for $2,250 a 
week. Threat of Hearst columnist 


to take a walk unless her contract 
was rewritten to read $5,000 weekly 
vanished in thin air after L. Ward 


| Vine Street 
Crosstalk 








Wheelock, of the F. Wallis Arm- 

strong agency, sped here from 

Hollywood, Nov. 16. Philly. 

Grace Gibson here from Australia None of the conferees, who} 
looking over the transcription field. | labored for two days over a ma- | 


Benny Rubin eased his radio-pix 
load by dropping ‘Tune Twisters.’ 

Milton Berle all set to go back on 
the air but details are under the 
rose. 

Walter O’Keefe will be a perma- 


hogany table, would volunteer any 


plain statement that Miss Parsons 
would continue on the same mone- 
tary basis. Only thing that leaked 
out was that Miss Parsons was re- 
nent fixture on Packard Mardi Gras. | minded that she had signed a con- 
Larry White handling Leland Hay- | tract and was expected to live up 
ward’s clients for radio. to its contents, distasteful as they 
Glan Heisch took leave of his top | might be to her. 
production berth at KFI-KECA for! Current covenant that binds Miss 
a similar stint with Radio Transcrip- 





phone company would be paid on an 
hourly basis. Move does not affect | 
the basic link of the WLW Line. 
Both KWK and KXYZ are part 
of the basic NBC-blue and as such 
are entitled to that network’s full 
sustaining service. | 





Campbell Soup ‘Scrooge’ 
To Be Preceded by Matinee 


| Pat Campbell moved his World | 


; Parsons to deliver picture names 
tion Co. davs on| ee ach week runs out in Oc- 
Cecil Underwood here 10 days 0M | tober of next year. It was defi- 


leave from Fibber and Molly pro- | nitely stated that no promises were 
duction chores. 


. ; | made for when and if a new pact 
- ~ or S ® ° . © . 
— os 1» gir do . a turn |is drawn up. Discussions were lim- 
card s y raft says |. ee 
on the Fackal _— ” YS | ited to the existing contract. 


info on what happened beyond the | 





Nebraska Decision Elates ASCAP 





Publishers along local legislative 1 
counsel is to file similar injunction 
it will be Tennessee. 


the Society has similar cases pend 


Montana and Washington State an 
hand down their findings. 


when they come to deciding the 
pretty much alike in intent and d 





ASCAP Monday (15) hailed the action of the Nebraska Supreme 
Court in enjoining enforcement of the state’s law on copyright com- 
bines as ‘the beginning of a complete legal rout’ of the forces that 
have been fighting the American Society of Composers, Authors and 


Frohlich & Schwartz, general counsel for ASCAP, have already 
called the Nebraska decision to the attention of judges with whom 


somes who last summer heard the pleas for injunctions against the 


ASCAP counsel expects 
court’s dicta to carry considerable weight with the two U. S. tribunals 


ines. Next state in which ASCAP 
proceedings is Florida. After that 


ing. These are the Federal three- 


ti-ASCAP statutes but have yet to 
the Nebraska 


issue, since all three statutes are 
esign. 








SESAC Mechanical Rights May Clear 
Through Music Publishers Association 


> a 


the word. i 
| Studios now doling out mimeos to| After the meeting broke up, | 
34 air gossipers the country over. | Wheelock issued a_ statement in| 


which he said that the rumors he |} 


Broadcasting gang into new Holly-| had read regarding Miss Parsons | 


wood quarters. | were without foundation. Clincher 
Charles (Igor) Gorin will make a 'also stated that Miss Parsons con- 


‘ ’ |conceft tour after three more shots | tinues en the program indefinitely 
Of Hollywood Hotel Show on the Metro javaroo. ;on the same basis as previously 





Campbell Soup will again sponsor | 
Lionel Barrymore’s playing  of| 
‘Scrooge,’ lead character in Dickens’ | 
‘Christmas Carol,’ over CBS on | 


Christmas afternoon. | will 


Account will shift its weekly ‘Hol- 


lywood Hotel’ program from its ace | 


customed Friday night spot | 
Christmas (Saturday) to serve as a} 
curtain-raiser for ‘Carol.’ 


Barrymore performance dovetailed | 


on for 45 more minutes. | the valley radio colony an English 
Will make the third consecutive | accent lift. 


year Campbell has bankrolled ‘Carol’ 
on Christmas. 





SWALLOW, FROST IN NEW =! csr stcrws, 
WEST COAST NBC JOBS 








Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
NBC executive changes along Coast 
elevates John Swallow, Hollywood 
studio manager, to post of western 
program manager, which has been 
vacant since retirement, two years 
ago, of Lew Frost. Latter moves 
here from Frisco, where he was aide 
to Vice Prexy Don Gilman. In Hol- 
lywood he will succeed Swallow. 
Lloyd Yoder continues as tops in 
Frisco area for chain. Changes re- 
sult from Gilman’s move from Frisco 
to Hollywood. Swallow’s new duties 
give him roving assignment east to 
Denver. 


LUXOR COMING BACK 


Jehnson Wax Also May Add Another 
Program 











Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Seekers of program ideas presently 
are Johnson’s Wax and Luxor, both 
of which indicate a preference for 
script strip shows. 

Johnson’s seeking, through the 
Needham, Lewis & Brorby agency 
here, a daytime show to act as run- 
ning mate for its night-time weekly 
shot of Fibber McGee and Molly. 

Luxor, through Lord & Thomas, is 
readying to return to the air after a 
lay-off of a couple of years. For- 
merly had a morning musical pro- 
gram, but now indicates a leaning 
towards a scripter. 


WIP Staff Shuffle 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Shuffle at WIP brings J. Jessie 
Kane back as_ secretary to Ben 
Gimbel, Jr., prez. Antoinette Grillo, 
who was subbing in the post, goes to 
the commercial department. 

Lorraine Reilly shifted from com- 
mercial to program staff, and Helen 
Kiley from publicity to receptionist. 











Lilley Succeeds Suicide 
Philadelyhia, Nov. 16. 

George Lilley has been tentatively 
named radio editor of 
following Joe Grafton’s suicide. 
took over Monday (15). 

Lilley formerly did short wave 
columns for the Philly Bulletin and 
Inquirer and _ free-lanced radio 
stories. 


He 


‘agency field after stretch as KFI-| of 


to| Ricks series if the price is right. 


‘Hotel’| Niesen flagged by Louella Parsons 
will ride from 4 to 5 p.m., with the! for Hollywood Hotel Dec. 3. 


‘he Record | 


Don Clark taking a flier in the | and in accordance with the contract 
many years standing (four). 
There has always been the friend- 
liest feeling between Miss Parsons, 
the agency and the sponsor, tagged 
off Wheelock. 


Wheelock back to Philly. 


Webs Must Dig 


For Research 
Continuance 


He’s han- 
air biz for H. N. Swanson 


KECA program director. 
dling 
roster. 
Mark Kelly has a deal cooking that 
put him on the kilocycles a 
sport airditorialist. 
Charles Winninger will do a Cappy 





Jimmy Durante and Gertrude 





Thomas Freebairn-Smith giving | 


George McGarrett here to get pro- 
duction in order for Fred Allen’s 
town haller. 


mercial copy editor at KFWB. 
Harry Maizlish hooked up KFOX 
in Long Beach to Cal. Radio System. 
Joe Penner getting rep as radio’s NBC and Columbia have but a 
| top benefiteer. couple weeks in which to decide 
‘Doc’ Hall starting a new discovery | whether they want to go on finan- 








program on KFWB, Dep’t store| cing the Joint Committee on Radio 
bankrolls. Research. Treasury of the project 

Don Gilman hitting the trail north | is about empty, having used up its 
on NBC biz. 


original contributions of $20,000 from 
NBC and $10,000 from CBS for of- 
fice salaries and maintenance and 
several field surveys, and, if the 
webs agree to chip in some more, it 
likely will be enough to cover the 
bureau’s operations for a third six- 
months’ period. 


Joint Committee is in the middle 
of supervising a study on rural lis- 
tening habits which NBC and Colum- 
bia have underwritten. Tabulation 
of the field findings on this survey is 
being done on machines located in 
CBS headquarters. Columbia had 
originally leased this equipment to 
tabulate the results of a survey in 
which the network had sought to 
find out what the ad _ agencies 
thought of its personnel, its methods 
of doing business, giving service, 
etc, 

Joint Committee has yet to act on 
a proposition which Hooper-Holmes, 

a Inc, research organization, sub- 

Alex. Petry to Frisco mitted to it several months ago. 

Hooper-Holmes offered to turn over 

to the committee gratis the rights to 

San Francisco, Nov. 16. manufacture and install machines 

Alex Petry, formerly of the NBC Which automatically record on ticker 

| staff in New York City, has suc-! tape the stations tuned in by home 
|ceeded Russell McNeil as_ chief | receiving sets. 

| librarian in the web’s local offices. 

McNeil, with NBC for almost ten 

years, is becoming a nurseryman, 

establishing his own _ business 

Marin county. | end of a year all 

Helen O'Neil has left the produc- | recording mechanism 
‘tion staff. Jeannette Spiegelman | become the property of that organi- 
| shifts from the music rights to the | 2808. 
| program department, and Florence 
| Crowell of the music library replaces 
Miss Spiegelman in music rights. 
Jack Lyman, formerly with the radio 
stafis of the Dallas and San Diego 





Loretta Lee pinching for Frances 
Langford on Hollywood Hotel. 

Rudy Vallee ducks east after Nov. 
25 airing for six weeks. Due back 
Jan. 12 to start his picture at 
Warners. 

Murray Grabhorn tossed a premiere 
for a new wax series at KEHE. 

Doug Coulter hauled east after 
looking around for a coupla weeks. 

Anne Jamison did a concert in San 
Diego. 

Lucille Ball now a regular on Phil 
Baker’s airshot. 

Eddie Albright now has a sponsor 
for his discussion of books and the 
arts on KNX, 

Howard Snyder and Hugh Wed- 
lock, Jr., turning out the scripts for 
Jack Oakie. 

Mel Williamson producing ‘Marines | 
Tell It to You’ for a soft drink out- 
fit on KHJ. 

















cost of 50 to 60c a day per home. In 


rights to the 








Duart Fades Dec. 3 


‘Passing Parade’ passes off the Mu- 
tual net with the Dec. 3 broadcast. 


oO i. Weekly program has John Nesbitt 
| expositions, joins the production de-! and plugs Duart cosmetics. 
partment Nov. 24, KFRC, San Francisco, feeds the 


Memory Roberts (Marjorie Gray)! hali-hour Sunday night show to six 





| 





'has left NBC to write the Sperry; other broadcasters on MBS. 

| Flour Company’s ‘Martha Meade’ 

scripts for the Westco Advertising Finlayson-Smith Agency 
Agency, Sait Lake City, Nov. 16. 








Fred K. Finlayson, formerly a 
Lyle Flanagan, head of the conti- | salesman at KDYL, Salt Lake City- 
/nuity department, WHO, Des Moines, | N.B.C. affiliate, and Fielding K. 
has been elected president of the | Smith, local artist, have opened an 
‘Des Moines Poetry Society. advertising agency here. 





Mechanisms could be attached to! ment to relieve on the switchboard 
such home sets and maintained at a/| 





in| its offer H-H stipulated that at the) 


| 


| 


spot thoughts. 





Jim Whipple to Chicago 
For Zenith Show Revamp; 


Lou Jacobson, Producer 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

J. Walter Thompson agency has 
imported Jim Whipple from Coast 
to assist John Young in scripting 
the Zenith foundation show, pre- 
paratory to its jump from NBC-Blue 
to Columbia, Dec. 5. 

Framework of show. will be 
changed only slightly, and that to 
be in line with the exploitation 
which show is to get. Agency as 
yet has not decided what 
do specifically, but intends bally- 
hooing with semi-fanfare plugging 
rather than adhere to the dignified 
society page type stuff it has had 
previously. Understood that most 


of the plugging will be done for Co-| 


lumbia by Frank Rand, under the 
supervision of the agency. Here- 
tofore copy came from Zenith’s 
own offices and concerned Com- 
mander MacDonald’s yacht and ad- 
ventures more than it did the pro- 
gram. 


Show will have Dick Marvin 
overseeing production and acting 
as diplomatic envoy from J. Wal- 
ter Thompson to Zenith. Actual 
production will be by Lou Jacob- 
son. 


Reason given for switch from 
NBC-Blue to CBS was that latter 
net gives ’em a better southeast 
coverage with the 49 stations lined- 
up. 





QUICKIES GET NOD 


Feenamint Notions Run to 
Transcriptions 





Short 





After a state of indecision that has 
lasted since early last summer, Feen- 
amint has about decided on the sort 
of air advertising the laxative will 
use this winter. William Esty, 
agency on the account, is looking for 
five-min. e. t. ideas and also one-min. 
Campaign will be 
national. 

Last year and during recent pre- 
vious years Feenamint used network 
live shows, using Mutual during the 
last two seasons after CBS ruled 
against carrying laxative plugs. 


Dignity Affronted 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
Whether it is beneath the dignity 
of a femme in the program depart- 








it will | 


Negotiations are on for the 
| mechanical rights bureau of the 
Music Publishers’ Protective Asso- 
ciation to add the catalog of the 
| Society of European Authors and 
Composers to its representation list. 
| The move, rated as a radical one in 
| both the radio and music industries, 
| would have Harry Fox, MPPA gen. 
|mgr., serving as agent and trustee 
| for the licensing of rights controlled 
| by an important organization which 
is not affiliated with the American 
| Society of Compcsers, Authors and 
|Publishers. Fox’s licensing opera- 
| tions so far have had to do almost 
|exclusively with works whose per- 
| forming rights come under ASCAP’s 
authority. 

In his discussions with SESAC Fox 
has stipulated that if SESAC wants 
him to grant transcription licenses 
it must also assign him the privilege 
of issuing performing rights for such 
recorded works. This proviso is 
made in anticipation that there 
might be some stations which do not 
hold SESAC performing licenses, 
and also to prevent the possibility 
of Fox being used to expand the list 
| of SESAC licensees. 


| Transcription licenses issued by 
| Fox provide that the records may 
| be broadcast only if the stations in- 
| volved have obtained the proper per- 
forming licenses. Fox has pointed 
out to SESAC that in the cases of 
publishers who control their own 
performing rights his office has al- 
ways made it a practice of obtain- 
ing the right to issue a performing 
as well as manufacturing license so 
as to avoid any complications for the 
library recorder or the advertiser. 

Fox’s agreement with SESAC 
would be for a year. 


LITERARY DIGEST 
WILL USE RADIO 


Literary Digest, newly revamped, 
is planning a radio campaign primed 
to commence after the first of the 
year. It will be the initial ozone 
excursion for the publication. 

Digest has appointed a new ad- 
vertising agency in Prins & Keifer, 
N. Y. outfit. Charley Prins acting 
as account exec. 

Air campaign will begin in the 
New York metropolitan area with 
a local program. Gradually, ac- 
cording to present plans, air adver- 
tising will be extended via a series 
of local shows into the big key 
towns of the country. Digest is 


seeking circulation hypo in large 
cities. 

















during noon-hour became a cause! 
celebre at WFIL this week. 


‘ | 
Enid Hager, unofficial assistant | 


1€ | program director, refused to accept 
would again | 


the relief assignment and as a re-| 
sult was discharged. 


Churchon Back East 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 

Leon Churchon, program director 
of Hearst station in San Francisco. 
eased out there in recent shake-up, | 
has returned to Pittsburgh and joined | 
the dramatic staff of KDKA. Got 
his baptism in radio at this station) 
before moving over to WCAE, local | 
Hearst station, on production staff | 
and then to Coast. | 

Tom Wilmot, scripter from here. 
who formerly wrote for Joe Penner 
and whom Churchon spotted in| 
Frisco, also had the skids applied | 
to him, but he’s sticking out there 
looking around for a new connection. 








Pritchard Off WWL 


New Orleans, Nov. 16. 


Capt. Arthur C. Pritchard, man- 


;ager of WWL until recently, and 


more recently assistant manager, 
was let go by the station Friday (12). 
Decision of the station, owned by 
Loyola university, was a surprise to 
Pritchard as well as his friends. No 
reason was assigned. 

Pritchard took charge of WWL 
seven years ago and built the station 
up. Through his efforts the station 
secured the CBS network. 





Frank Buck in Dept. Store 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Frank Buck, while in town doing 
personal appearances with his jungle 
act at Fair department store, sched- 
uled to do a guest shot on WIND’'s 
‘Talking Drums.’ 

Show is a transcription. 
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REBUTTAL AT SPONSOR COST 





Prudery Angle in Spotlight WGT 
Cemorshop of VeerealDisate Mention MayHasten, EDLY PRITIC 


Interpretation of ‘Public Interest’ 





Washington, Nov. 16. 

Trouble for NBC loomed as conse- 
quence of refusal to allow General 
Hugh S. Johnson to broadcast sched- 
uled talk on venereal diseases on his 
regular program Wednesday night 
(10). 

Whether the gag was in the public 
interest is likely to be explored in 
the future, although Federal Com- 
munications Commission members 
had nothing to say on this prospect 
last week. Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch conceded, while desiring not 
to discuss the matter, that the Com- 
mish may see fit to investigate the 
question at some future time when 
license of an NBC-owned station 
comes up for renewal. 

Hot potato was upsetting to some 
members of the F.C.C., who were 
disposed to overlook the whole thing 
if possible. Whether they can avoid 
taking action on their own initiative 
is problematical, since the return of 
Cengress is likely to result in some 
inauiry how the Commish feels on 
such blue-penciling. Complaints from 


other government agencies trying to | 


generate interest in the venereal dis- 
ease crusade were expected, al- 
though no squawk had been heard 
up to the start of this week. 

The Johnson incident presents in 
a new way an issue which has come 
up in the past and which may force 
the Commish to rebuke NBC. Previ- 
cusly, the public interest aspect of 
past conduct has been the excuse 
for summoning licensees on the car- 
pet, with the Supreme Court holding 


in crucial precedent-setting tiffs that | 


the government has the right to re- 
fuse to renew permits because previ- 
ous action on the part of broadcast- 
ers did not indicate appreciation of 
the obligation to operate in the pub- 
lic interest. 

Questions 

Neat questions poised before the 
F.C.C. by the network’s gag include: 

1. Is it more in accordance with: 
the public interest to prevent a 
speaker from offending some prud- 
ish listener than it is to assist a 
campaign under government auspices 
to wipe out one of the most serious 
public health menaces? 

2. Since mention of venereal dis- 
eases by newspapers and magazines 
has been accepted during the past 
year, do different standards apply to 
radio? 

3. Is there a distinction between 
the discussion of this problem by a 
member of the medical profession 
and by a layman? 

4. Is mention of venereal diseases 
indecent- or obscene and thus ver- 


boten under provisions of the Com- | 


munications Act? 

The NBC decision that Johnson 
should not express his views on the 
government’s crusade attracted much 
attention in legal circles. Recailed 
that a few courageous stations have 
defied convention and seen fit to al- 
low their facilities to be used by 
persons interested in stamping out 
the hea!th menace. 

Little comment was forthcoming 
from F.C.C. sources. Observing that 
all he knows is what he read in the 
press, Chairman McNinch was chary 
about talking although he said the 
matter may be debated at some fu- 
ture time. He did not want to put 
himself in the position of prejudging 
a proposition which possibly will be 
presented for formal action. 

Problem is so knotty that it may 
wind up on President Roosevelt's 
desk. Both the Chief Executive and 
the First Lady have shown lively in- 
terest in mobilizing all forces to 
eradicate venereal) diseases, with 
Roosevelt personally endorsing the 
drive started by the Public Health 
Service and publicly expressing 
hope that a recent conference of 
state health officials called by Sur- 
geon General Parran would result in 
agreement on a definite program to 
educate the people and to expedite 
an attack on the diseases. 





Detroit, Nov. 16. 
After proffering its facilities in a 


+ 





2-for-1 Hits Radio 





And now double-features for 
radio studio audiences. WOR 
on Saturday nights lets onlook- 
ers gape at two dovetailed pro- 
grams aired from its Playhouse 
atop the New Amsterdam thea- 
tre. 

Ray Perkins goes from 8 to 
8.30 p. m., and Sylvia Froos im- 
mediately follows for an added 
half-hour. One ticket is good 
for the double-header. 





a 








Newspapers 
Pointed But 
Did the Same 


In view of the sharp criticism by 
newspapers of NBC’s crack-down on 
| the syphillis script it was significant 
| that the papers themselves refrained 
| from completely making public the 
| text of the General’s continuity. 
| Copies of* the proposed palaver 
| were made available to papers, but 
|only a few paragraphs were used in 








| the instances when the actual script | 
These 


| was brought to light at all. 

paragraphs, in the main, were the 
| least objectionable to NBC. The pre- 
| vailing thought around radio circles 
|is that the newspapers deliberately 
| tried ‘to make a monkey’ out of. the 
|network in another somewhat snide 
| attempt to discredit and sneer at the 
| radio industry. 


Busse Renewal Allows 
| Six-Week Xmas Layoff 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Henry Busse orchestra has been 
| renewed by Mar-O Oil shampoo un- 
| til June 16, with another six-month 
option thereafter. 

Program takes a six-week vacation 
'from Nov. 28 to Jan. 16, with the 
Busse band program then switching 
to an NBC red hook-up on Sundays, 
coast-to-coast. 

Busse, who has been current at 
the Chez Paree here, takes his 
orchestra out for a short road tour 
starting Nov. 21, returning to the 
Chez for the new show starting 
Dec. 23. 











Convenient Exit 


Murray Carpenter, spot space- 
| buyer at the Compton agency, has 
l'an emergency fire-escape door right 
| in his office. 

Can be used for retreat when sales 
spiels of station reps heat up the 
place too much. 





telegram, WJR_ planed Duncan 
| Moore, special events man, to New 
York last week to arrange airing of 
Gen. Hugh S. Johnson's social-disease 
talk, banned at the last minute by 


conflict with network’s policy. 
However, Johnson, although will- 
ing to give his spiel over WJR, CBS 
outict here, was given the ‘no’ sign 
by his sponsor, Grove’s Quinine. Leo 
Fitzpatrick’s emissary, Moore, who 
| recently completed a long series of 
| broadeasts on social diseases over 
| WJR, had completed arrangements 





Johnson, with speech being wired to 
Detroit for airing here. 





Des Moines, Nov. 16. 
Due to intense public interest as 
result of front page newspaper stories 
about the NBC cancellation of Gen. 
Hugh Johnson's talk on social dis- 
eases KSO and WMT have just re- 
| ceived permission from Gen. John- 





son to broadcast his address locally | 


| from script. 

Benedict Hardman, newscaster, 
read Johnson's talk Monday (15), 
plugging strong on air and in radio 

| columns of Register and Tribune. 


NBC Wednesday night because of | 


| 





| Bromo-Quinine Willing, If 
| NBC Will Give 


sion, to Defray Cost of 


Period to Answer Hugh 
Johnson 


HELPS NBC BLUE 


Groves Bromo-Quinine may un- 
| dertake to pay for time demanded by 
any person or organization affected 


ments aired by General Hugh S. 
Johnson on his regular NBC series 
for the drug account. Idea is reported 
to be in the discussion stage between 
representatives of Grove’s and the 
network, with the latter primarily 
faced with the problem of deciding 
whether this would be good policy 
and whether the precedent thereby 
established will open the way to a 
flood of controversial periods. In 
any event, the proposition from 
Grove’s is the first of its kind in 
commercial broadcasting. 

Within NBC’s official circle John- 
son is rated as the biggest person- 
ality headache it has ever had to 
contend with, but the feeling toward 
him is anything but resentment. 
Despite the uproar his comments 
have caused among national person- 
ages and organizations, General 
Johnson is given credit for doing 
much to hypo listener attention for 
the blue (WJZ) link. His stunt of 
last Tuesday night (9) wherein he 
attempted to deliver a talk on the 
campaign against venereal diseases 
and was turned down by the net- 
work is still drawing much newsprint 
space, 

But what prompted Grove’s to 
suggest the idea of underwriting 
time for rebuttal broadcasts was the 
position in which NBC found itself 
a couple of weeks ago after General 
Johnson had put the National Mari- 
time Union, CIO affiliate, on the pan 
in connection with the S. S. Algic 
situation. NMU had resented John- 
son's reference to the trouble be- 
tween the ship’s captain and the 
crew as a mutiny and insisted that 
it be given an opportunity to refute 
the commentator’s statements, 

Rather than have Johnson’s scripts 
and topics subjected to censorship or 
restrictions Grove’s is prepared to 
assume the bill for any hookup re- 
quired to answer the general. It is 
understood that the only proviso 
asked by the drug account is that it 
be permitted to attach its trade name 
to such extra broadcasts. 


WCKY CAN GET 
BIZ FOUR WAYS 











Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 
WCKY has become available to 
NBC blue or red advertisers, with 
the same option extended to WSAI, 
sister outlet to WLW. Latter’s 


Permis- | 


to refute or take exceptions to state- | 





| 
| 


| 








Fidler to Doyle 


J. E. (Dinty) Doyle, Hearst 
radio editor, on the New York 
Journal wired Jimmy Fidler of 
Procter & Gamble for comment 
on the attack of George Jessel, 
among others, against the gos- 
sip-dishing gentry. Fidler re- 
plied as follows: 

‘No answer because 1 am too 
busy dishing out my own criti- 
cism to stop to reply to criti- 
cism of myself. Besides 
wouldn’t I be a pretty thin- 
skinned guy if, after years of 
punching from the shoulder, I 
screamed because somebody 
punched back?’ 


GEORGE JESSEL 
RAPS THE 
RAPPERS 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 

Coast’s reaction to George Jessel’s 
chastisement of Jimmy 
Sidney Skolsky is all on one side. 
Attaboy chorus unanimous. Picture 
industry feels indebted to Jessel for 
putting the gossipers in their place 
and daring to tell them off. 

Players are especially grateful to 
the Mutual network for rushing to 
their defense and attempting to 
throw sor-2 kind of protective armor 
around their private lives. 

Hollywood is 100% hehind Jessel 
in comedian’s campaign to clean up 
the air gab. Fidler’s reply to Jessel 
harpooning was, ‘My Sunday golf is 
more important than 
Jesse?.’ 

It is understood that Jessel will 
keep up a running fire on the gab- 


bers until they promise to be good 
and let private lives alone. 














listening to 





Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chi, 
Changing Malto-Meal 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency here 
takes over the Malto-Meal account 
immediately, and will completely 
change the radio set-up which had 
been arranged for the cereal by the 
account’s previous agency, Mitchell- 
Faust. . 

Show going out into the alley is 


| ‘Rube Appleberry,’ which M-F had 
| disked and spotted around the coun- 


try for Malto-Meal. Replacing is a 
show conceived and written by the 


R. & R. radio department, headed by | 


Ros Metzger. Strictly a kid show, it 
will be tagged ‘Jack Westaway Un- 
der the Sea.’ Goes into production 
within the next couple of weeks, 
being platterized by World lab local- 


ly. Expected to hit the air by Dec. | heen set for 


Fidler and | 





ye 
gram 


no words 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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MS" POUT ‘Ann Corio, Negro Vocals Too 
Blue for Philly; Gen. 


Johnson OK 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

General Hugh S. Johnson, who 
was barred from National Broadcast- 
ing Company time last week because 
he chose to speak on venereal dis- 
eases, has been invited by WCAU 
to give his talk over its facilities as 
soon as he is in Philly. 

Station at same time is working 
with State Department of Health on 
a new series of shows concerning 
spread and treatment of the diseases. 
They'll hit the air about February. 

Last season WCAU put on-a 13- 
week series with help of the County 
Medical Board. It was the first pro- 
in the country which minced 
and pulled no punches, 
calling a spade precisely that. Got 
excellent reception in Philly dailies 
and trade rags. 

Meantime stripper Ann Corio was 
cut from the ether after five minutes 
of a skedded 15-minute interview 
with Lanse McCurley over WDAS 
last Thursday (17) because -of in- 
creasingly questionable double-talk 
between the pair. Station announced 
the slice was due to transmission 
trouble and continued with tran- 


| scribed music. 





McCurley, sports editor of Philly 
News, does regular daily sports talk 
over the station. He brought Miss 
Corio in as a novelty. Because of 
his regular WDAS appearances, he 
wasn’t asked to submit a script of 
the interview. 

Harold Davis, program director, 
ordered the switch-off when he got 
a load of the chatter. ; 

Three months ago secretary to 
Harold Davis, program director at 
WDAS, quit because her duties in- 
cluded transcribing and typing too- 
blue lyrics which the station insisted 
be submitted by remote Negro bands 
before they were sung over the aif. 
Now the outlet has issued flat edict 
against all vocals from the Negre or- 
chestras. Seems the boys every so 
often couldn’t resist the urge to 
hurdle the blue penciling. 

It’s straight music now or flip of 
the switch and studio fill-in. 


HILL REPLIES TO 
NEWS JUMP 
CHARGE 


Edwin C. Hill, newscasting for 
Lucky Strike on CBS, explained 
Tuesday (yesterday) that his break- 
ing of the release provisions of the 
President’s message to Congress had 
been entirely unintentional. Couple 
of the news services burned at the 
incident and expressed opinion that 
Hill could have jtaken precautions. 

Hill went on the air with his 
digest of the message at 12:15 EST, 
while the clerk of the House didn’t 








| start reading the paper until 12:40. 


| 
| 


} 


The news commentator pointed out 
the House reading had originally 
noon and that the ex- 


status as an optionsl NBC release 15 on some 35 stations coast-to-coast. | ception on this occasion to parlia- 


remains unchanged, which makes —— procedure had been re- 
all three stations subject to avail- : ¢ sponsible for the clerk’s late start. 
ability as far as NBC clients are Alemite oes NBC Blue | It was also pointed out that the 
concerned. - | New York Sun carried the mes- 
Powel Crosley, Jr., has further | 








Chicago, Nov. 16. 


for use of CBS’ New York studios by | 


| sage in the edition it got out on the 
smoothed the way for WCKY by 
agreeing to 
transmitter take programs from 
Mutual and also the WLW line. 


Moore Resigns at WFIL 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

| Gerald V. Moore, director of sales 
promotion at WFIL, has resigned 
| effective immediately, to join Conti- 
nental News Service. He'll do sales 
| and sales promotion work with the 
| new outfit. 

| Don Withycomb, WFIL_ g.m., 
| pondering Moore’s successor, with 
no one definitely in mind yet. 











let the L. B. Wilson | 


| 





Alemite 30-minute weekly shot 
with Horace Heidt, moves from Co- 
lumbia to NBC-Blue to take the 
Tuesday 8 o'clock CST spot, begin- 
ning Dec. 28. 


Account is handled by Hays Mac- | 


Farland. 





Tuck Young on the Loose 
Lynchburg, Va., Nov. 16. 

Newscaster Tuck Young is un- 
coupling from WLVA for the second 
time in three months. Leaves this 
week for a bus trip to the deep 
south with the hope of landing 
something around Birmingham or 
Atlanta, 


| streets at 12:30. 





'Speok-Kidding Series 


Carded for WMCA, N. Y. 


WMCA, N. Y., is plotting a series 
of dramatizations built around the 
late Harry Houdini’s experiences 
in exposing fake mediums and 
spiritualists. Series is carded to com- 
mence late next month. 

Rose Mackenburg, who worked 
with Houdini in his excursions into 
spiritualism, will act on the pro- 
grams and also supply info for the 
scripts which will be written by 
Joseph Kraus, editor of Handicraft 








and Mechanics magazine, 
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Metro Maxwell 2nd Broadcast Better; 
Ted Healy Looks Like a Radio Bet 


By BEN BODEC 

Metro-Maxwell House alliance got 
down to the business of furnishing 
authentic radio entertainment last 
Thursday night (11). Wedding of 
Hollywood and the broadcasting in- 
- dustry was taken as an accomplished 
event, and there was nothing of the 
razzle-dazle which marked the intro- 
ductory session of the coffee packer’s 


series the week before. Everything 
was routined to the tried and ac- 
cepted limits of the medium, with the 


result that the work and personality 
of each performer became clearly 
etched for the listener. The program 
had its moments of letdown, but as 
a whole it carried a wealth of finely 
assorted diversion, good mike show- 


4 





Follow-Up Comment 








Bing Crosby, Bob Burns and com- 


guests on Kraft-Phenix last Thurs- 
day (11), but the regulars on the 
show were distinctly up to snuff. 
And snuff from a jewel-decked box. 

Ray Milland and Olympe Bradna, 
from films, were up for separate 
two-way quizzings from Bing and 
Bobby. The continuity carvers for 
the show took fine care of the 
Messrs. B., but overlooked the one- 
shotters. There was a faulty 
too, when, after Crosby repeatedly 
referred to Miss Bradna by her first 





manship and punch. 

After this stanza had run its course, | 
it must have occurred to many how | 
come radio up to then had over-| 
looked such a bet as Ted Healy. His} 
was the smash item on the bill. It} 
wasn’t the material that counted nor | 
the fact that Healy and his stooges 
had as the other end of a happy 
combination a kid with a Piccadilly 
accent and a doting mother of the 
same lingual persuasion. Healy’s 
methods of punting a gag were both 
refreshing and novel for radio. The 
way that the comic and his stoogy 
threesome timed their stuff left noth- 
ing wanting. In all theirs was a 
laughfest of huge proportions. Sound 
showmanship, it would seem, dictates 
that Healy and his trio, along with a 
heckler, be made a regular part of 
the program. It would be much to 
the coffee grinder’s benefit. 

Others spotlighted on this proces- 
sion were Joan Crawford and Spen- 
cer Tracy in a none-too-satisfying 
episode from their forthcoming pic- 
ture, ‘Mannequin’; Charles Igor Gorin 
in a thickly accented pop tune; Betty 
Jaynes, MGM’s 17-year-old recruit, 
whose amazing operatic soprano 
should also be a weekly interpola- 
tion; Gilbert Russell, an English bar- 
itonic import, who followed Miss 
Jaynes with an attack on a romantic 
pop and who sounded not so totsy by 
comparison, and Mickey Rooney. 
whose vocalizing on the theme. 
*When I Grow to Be a Man,’ could 
have easily been omitted. Tracy also 
participated in a musico-recitation 
dedicated to Armistice Day. It made 
effective fare for the occasion. 

Meredith Willson’s expert baton 
and orchestrating made itself bril- 
liantly felt throughout the hour’s | 
runoff. 

Robert Young functioned smoothly 
enough as the m.c., but the gags they 
handed him were nothing to write 
home about. Good judgment was) 
exercised in confining his flipperies | 
to the fore part of the show. 

Roar of the Metro trademark 
proved a little more mascluline. | 
while the sales gab was interpolated | 





with a good sense of timeliness and |. 


economy. 








HARRY SALTER 

Dance Music 

30 Mins. 

LUCKY STRIKE 

Saturday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Lord & Thomas) 

This is a fourth repeat for the to-| 

bacco gymnaka by Harry Salter. He! 

steps in, of course, to the general 

pattern of the program, the emphasis 

upon ‘most popular’ scrambled so as 


|of Shakespeare as man with a hobby. 


lenabled him to outlive his 


name as advance buildup, she 
marched .up to the mike and an-| 
nounced he mispronounced her tag. | 
An overwhelmingly large slice of the | 
public does, too. Later, the Bingo’s| 
pronunciation faltered again during 
the last few times he addressed her. | 

Third guest, Rosa Tentoni, San|} 
Francisco Opera oriole, was on near | 
conclusion and did o.k. with several 
selections. 

Crosby’s patter and Burns’ bum-| 
bling were particularly bright when | 
the twain were twitting each other. | 
And one school-room farce the boys 
put on was as aces as anything the) 
Kraft show has offered in a long) 
time, if not ever before. 

John Trotter’s 18-piece orch was 
in the groove all the way. 





‘Hobby Lobby’ program, via WOR- 
Mutual Wednesday at 10:30 p.m., has 
gained momentum since it went 
commercial several weeks ago. This 
week’s broadcast is plainly indica- 
tive of how far it has gone. Dave 
Elman has had William Lyons 
Phelps, ex-Yale prof, on for three 
weeks now, which alone has given 
the program lift. Harry Salter’s or- 
chestra (introduced as 18 musical 
lobby-hobbiests) is tying the show 
together snugly and has two ses- 
sions. Contributes to zest and easy- 
going spirit of broadcast. 

Highlight on Wednesday (10) pro- 
gram was collector of unfunny 
jokes, who left ’em roaring even 
after sign-off. Pay-off was when he 
tried gag which he tabbed as funny 
on audience and then chucked it in 
with other paragons of inertia. Prof. 
Phelps’ contribution was designating 
Claimed his hobby of gardening 
col- | 
leagues. 





Kitty Carlisle, Frank Crumit and | 


pany didn’t have lustrously shining | 


MARTIN STARR 
‘Quizmaster’ 
30 Mins.—Local 
HILTON CLOTHES 
Wednesday, 9:45 p.m. 
| WMCA, New York 
(Bachenheimer-Dundes-Frank) 
Carbon copy of CBS ‘Prof. Quiz,’ 
this questioning-bee is aired from the 
|stage of the Strand, Brooklyn. It’s 
|neighborhood publicity for Hilton 
|clothes, of course, but Strand audi- 
lence cannot be controlled, and it is 
lalways a happier situation in such 
/eases if the onlookers can be. 
| Five are questioned in rotation on 
each broadcast. When caught last 
| week (10), the questions pointed by 
| Martin Starr were too obscure and 
lerudite for the persons before the 
|mike. They were of the sort ‘Quiz’ 
j}uses on his carefully chosen con- 
testants, and rather over the intelli- 
gence of the average film-going 


Brooklynite. 


Another lack is humor—important 


| for holding the listeners. Starr 


|let a snail’s speed afflict the first | 
half, necessitating an undue hurried- | 
ness during the final five minutes. 
Questioner is termed the ‘style- | 
built question master’ on a tie-in 
with the product plugged. Plugs are 
not only too heavily salted—even for 
a New York indie station—but repe- 
titious in the carving of the 7 
ert. 








charity for Saranac and kindred 
shut-ins is only known to those with- 
in the business who:help his cause 
along. 


| 





Transradio on at least two dif- 
ferent occasions has slipped in ex- 
tended references (over WOR, New 
York) to an obscure gent named 
William Brauer whose _ principal | 
claim to fame is that he lives near | 
the Arctic Circle. Transradio has} 
both anticipated his.coming and 
hailed his arrival.; What makes the 
‘news’ justification hard to under- 
stand is that in each instance the 
remarks about Brauer have been ex- 
tremely long and detailed and in- 
variably mention the Explorer’s club, 

As dozens of picturesque person- 
alities arrive in New York every 
day and never get even a casual 
mention, much less a build-up, over 
Transradio this sort of thing inevita- 
bly arouses. suspicions. Who is 
planting trivia in the heart of the 
digest of the world’s affairs and why 
is it being done? 

WOR itself might well inquire. 
This sort of thing is dangerous. It} 
makes a chump of the vaunted claim 
of ‘unedited.’ This is surely a first} 
class example of editorial selection, 
for by no stretch of kindness does | 


the coming to New York of a casual | 








| visitor from a far north outpost rate | 


the effusively cordial and long-wind- | 
ed publicity gestures that have been | 
thrust at the listening public as news. | 


Such practices, if continued, will | 


the Haenschen orchestra combine to| seemingly, hurt Transradio and hurt! 


produce a lively musical half-hour 
Fridays over CBS for Coca-Cola. 
While sti¢king close to old stuff, trite 


radio itself. 








formula and so on, the program is 
marked by professionalism in _ its 
direction, and richness in its or- 
chestrations. It’s super-super ver- 


sion of ‘Nola’ was something any-} 


body would like to have on a record. 

Football was threaded into the 
musical continuity. This advertiser 
traditionally nixes all talk as such, so 
in view of the arbitrarily imposed 
limitations, the production man- 
ages very cleverly to use musical 
selections tied together by interpo- 
lated narration. These are used as 
show ‘finales.’ It is not ‘plot’ but it 
is ‘mental picture’ painting and 
deftly handled throughout. 








not to run one, two, three. There 
is likewise the continuing devotion | 
to the endorsements of celebs (Wil-| 
liam Gaxton this time) who toss off | 
a few remarks in praise of Luckies. | 
Salter’s arrangements were deluxe- | 
plus. They achieved a fine deference! 
to Emperor Hill’s musical demands 
without simultaneously losing in- 
dividuality, They were prescribed 
formula but not showmanly passive. 
And, musicall as well as historically, 
that’s something. Land. 


ENR'*CO CARUSO, JR. 

5 Mins. 

GENERAL FOODS 

Saturday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Son of the late, great Italian tenor 
sang an aria on Bob ‘Believe It’ 
Ripley’s half-hour program for 
‘Huskies’ last Sat. (13). He was right 
over the barrel from the start be- 
cause of his label. 

Nevertheless, fils dues to an extent 
possess the emotional tonal fiber of 
pere’s pipes. There all analogy ends. 


Young man chose ‘O Paradiso’ from | 


Meyerbeer’s opera ‘L’Africaine,’ 
which was one of his papa’s faves 
and best executed pieces. It was 
altogether too tough, however 
c. utiously the boy crept through the 
rendition. Three distinct times his 
voice absolutely pancaked; more 
times it quavered dangerously. 

In a polite bit of patter, very 
nicely and humbly couched, Junior 
mentioned after his vocal exercise 
that he could never hope to hit the 
singing heights his father did. 

His guest shot was announced as 
his first U. S. radio effort. Boy is not 
new here, however, having last 
winter trouped in a vaude unit, 
*Broadway Juniors,’. which NBC 
Artists Service produced. Bert. 





As always, Miss Carlisle projects 
not only a voice but a dainty femi- 
nine personality. 





Olga Baclanova continues’ her 
‘Continental Revue’ on WOR, New 
York. Formef film player has a 
husky Muscovy nitery soprano that 
shows some training and more per- 
sonality. What she needs in this 
show is more of a characterization. 
| Thread of a story, if smartly and 
lightly carried through, might be 
constructive. As is it tends to be 
strictly musical between the singer, 
her companion tenor and the WOR 
et pie All good but not memo- 
rable, 








Henry Busse, from the Chez Paree, 
| Chicago has one of the rhythmn-zingy 
| orchestras on the air. His orchestra 
| collectively as a unit and individ- 
| ually as fire-stokers shoot a steady 
heat wave of dance-compelling ear- 
ravishing pops. 


| by other smoky gents. 


| 





Nellie Revell’s ‘Neighbor Nell’ 
Sunday morning philosophy is a 
cinch for dignified sponsorship—a 
baking powder or kindred household 
ingredient. She has a highly com- 
mercial quarter-hour, not too saccha- 
rine, but possessed of that homely 
and homey touch for the folks that 
can move a product of this sort. 

Besides, her gospel and her phi- 
losophy are all right, and particu- 
larly ideal on the Sabbath. She in- 
tersperses that with a judicious blend 
of show biz and other names, and 
this past Sunday’s session particu- 
larly salvoed the amusement and 
literati personalities who practice 
practical charity... Among ’em was a 
tribute to Jerry Vogel, the music 
publisher, whose down-to-earth 





Hot trumpet and hot | 
cello are surrounded and embellished | 


Walter Winchell bounced back into 
| bruadcasting Sunday (14) after his 
| eight-week layoff. His gatling-gun 
| gab was still unimpaired, and if he 
| cares about the film industry spread- 
jing its tailfeathers in resentment 
| over ozone gossip-gurglers, he didn’t 
| display it. 4 
Did not deal with any matter that 
could possibly prostrate the picture 


| with when he takes over Dec. 
| Routining of the initial program was 





‘Produced’ Silence 


Following production depart- 
ment instruction sheet was is- 
sued in official form at WNEW, 
New York, last week for the 
purpose of ‘producing one 
minute of silence’: 

Nov. 8th. 1957. 

Pate: Thursday, November lith, 

Time: 11:00 to 11:01 a.m.. 

Program: Armistice Day. 
minute of silence. 

Commercials to Be Moved: 
‘Kitchen Kapers’ program will be 
heard at 11:01 instead of 11:00 a.m, 

Announcer: John Jaeger: 

Continuity: Please supply appro- 
priate ‘opening and-closing for this 
special broadcast. 

Origin: WNEW studio. 

Contact: ‘Special Events Depart- 
ment, WNEW, 

Wires Kequired: 

Music Required: 








One 


None. 
None, 











|NBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


note,| tries for pace, but when heard he | Pierre Monteaux, directing 


90 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sat., 10 p. m. 
WEAF-WJZ, New York 


Even if it is the most hoity-toity 
undertaking that NBC has. poured 
into the country’s loudspeakers, there 
is no reason why the network should 
check its sense of showmanship; and 
that’s what seemed to be the major 
weakness of the web’s debut (13) of 
the symphonic aggregation that Ar- 
turo Toscanini will have to eter 
5. 


deadliness personified. Two instances 
of questionable judgment which 
stood out was the selection of Bach’s 
Passacaglia-for the ovening of a 90- 
minute broadcast and the interpola- 
tion of the hard-to-digest ‘Psyche 
and Eros’ by Caesar Franck. 


When the network and its two pre- 
liminary guest conductors, Pierre 
Monteux and. Artur Rodzinski, get 
around to the realization that they 
are still appealing to the popular 
taste, and the widely culled collection 
of instrumentalists develop a little 
more over-all finesse, this Saturday 
evening event should prove one of 
the rare broadcast treatments of the 
season; The chances are that not only 
will it serve to take the edge off CBS’ 
New York Philharmonic Symphony 
broadcasts Sunday matinees, but. as 
anticipated by the managers of hin- 
terland symphonic organizations, it 
will keep them in major numbers 
glued to living room chairs these 
cold Saturday nights. 

Probabilities are that the average 
symphony addict will not listen with 
too critical an ear until Toscanini 
stens in Christmas night. And even 
if the aggregation has its faults, the 
name power of Toscanini will then 
make it all of small consequence. 
The agreement with the Italian con- 
ductor calls for 10 broadcasts. The 
warming-up stretch will have Mon- 
teux doing the first three and Roa- 
zinski batoning a consecutive like 
number, with the latter’s assignment 
takine him up to Dec. 18. 

Milton Cross is the commentator. 

Odec. 
‘ascnleacetbasieimeadiods 


RADIE HARRIS 
Gossip, Guest Stars 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Wednesdays, 6:45 vp. m., EST. 
WOR-MBS, New York 
Back on the air with a 15-minute 





panjandrums. Only several times 
were those within the industry re- 
| ferred to and each of the tidbits was 
| innocuous as milk. Aside from bare 


| recitation of facts, the only editorial- 
| izing flashed was a sympathetic sen- 
| tence for Fanny Brice on her marital 


troubles. 





| Hollywood Hotel program last 
week (12) had Brian Aherne, Olivia 
{de Havilland and Edward Everett 

Horton doing excerpts from Mervyn 
| Le Roy’s ‘great, great picture’ ‘Great 
| Garrick.’ Portion revealing opposish 


of the Comedie Francaise to David | 
| Garrick introduced, with subsequent} 


broadcasting of the conspiracy to 
drown Garrick closing. a 
Effect of the script was only fair, 
actors doing okay with their mate- 
rial, which didn’t however, seem 
well suited for the air. Probably 
nobody cared, but some of the at- 
tempted French accents were n.s.g. 
Eddie Horton, Miss Parsons an- 
nounced, was loaned to the program 
by Al Jolson from latter’s show. 
First half included several songs 
from the forthcoming Warner's pic, 
‘Hollywood Hotel,’ sung on the air 





warbled, ‘You Can’t Teach My Old 
Heart New Tricks,’ a torcher which 


the Moonlight,’ sung by Jerry Coop- 
er, was only average. One other en- 
semble number from the forthcom- 
ing pic (due out in Jan.) was used, 
titled ‘Hurrah for Hollywood.’ An- 
other turn by Frances Langford was 
‘Can’t Stop Me From Dreaming.’ 

Intro to ‘Garrick’ had some phoney 
material re Miss Parsons mislaying 
her script and much attempt at gen- 
eral confusion, 
Oswald swapped their weekly as- 
sortment of puns, which were very 
funny. Other performers included 
Ken Niles, Ann Jamison and Ray 
Paige’s ork. There was of course 
the inevitable buildup for ‘buildup 
with Campbell’s,’ Ken Niles explain- 
ing at. one point, ‘Ah, what a rich 
favorite soup.’ From which the only 
logical deduction to this soupup spiel 
is—nerts, 





Ken Murray and) 


|program of film gossip and_ inter- 
| viewing, this time over the Mutual 
|nework, Radie Harris debuted with 
| her new sustaining stint Wednesday 
night (10) under propitious circum- 
| stances. Got sweet buildup from the 
network and delivered Gertrude 

Lawrence as guest star. 

In addition to some gossip of film 
| the preview picture of the week. Her 
| first was ‘Live, 
(MGM), 
three-cheer picture. Her apovarent 
method of rating film will be by 
cheers, though there was ne explana- 
tion of this nor whether a_ three- 
cheerer is the tops. It might be ad- 
visable, if this is to be a system of 
rating for the program, to define 
what the range of cheers will be. 

In connection with her Hollywood 
gossip, Miss Harris is adopting a 
form of material. partly as dressing 
for straight gossip of news, which 
seeks to straighten out listeners on 
various things. She defended Tyrone 
Power against accusations of snub- 
bery while in New York, and related 
)an anecdote concerning him. 





| corrected. 
| Miss Harris, as in the past. is writ- 


|dialog for those whom she _ inter- 
\views. Itis very welldone. For Miss 
Lawrence an informative and inter- 
esting little session was prepared. in- 
|cluding a cute exverience of Noel 
|Coward’s. As a closer, Miss Law- 
| rence sang a number she introduced 
|on the stage, ‘Body and Soul,’ with 
|; its composer, Johnnie Green, accom- 
| panying her at the piano. Char. 








Vox Poppers in Liberty 

Wally Butterworth and Parks 
Johnson, pilots of the ‘Vox Pop’ 
show for Molle on NBC, move in on 
the “Twenty Questions’ column in 
Liberty magazine with the Dec. 18 
issue, 

Pair will get credit as the column’s 
| conductor, while the mag in return 





will carry a plug for their ether quiz. j 


folk, she is picking what she terms | 


Love and Learn’ | 
which she described as a} 


Also. | 
for the first time. Frances Langford |eports concerning Paul Muni were | S!0n. 


DR. ALLAN DAFOE 

With Betty Garde, Hazel Glenn, 
Lindsay McPhail Orch, 

Taik, Music 

15 Mins. 

LYSOL 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 4:45 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Still stacks up as a shrewd buy 
for the sponsor and an able job by 
the agency. Not only should the 
show click with the housewives at 
whom it’s aimed, but it’s forte stuff 
for almost any listener. Setup re- 
mains pretty much as before, with 
‘The Country Doctor’ given most of 
| the 15 minutes for his talk. 


On show caught (10), the doctor 
took his theme from the following 
day, Armistice Day. With stinging 
irony, he spoke of the two-minute 
| pause at 11 o’clock and how little it 
means to the scurrying man of to- 
day. . Then mentioned the ‘improve- 
ments’ in modern war methods and 
equipment and the marvelous ‘effi- 
ciency’ of the wholesale murder of 
present-day warfare. Wound up with 
suggestions of what the average in- 
dividual may do to oppose war. 

If there’s no connection between 
the doctor’s bitter talk and his 
sponsor’s product, the spiel was 
nevertheless exceedingly interesting. 
And if there was nothing in his 
views that hasn’t been said before, 
it’s equally true that the medico’s 
remarks carried crushing force, that 
the subject: is of vital timeliness and 
that it revealed Dafoe as something 
more than a mild little :aan from the 
Canadian backwoods. In fact, the 
doc packs a nasty wallop. 


Rest of the- show includes Betty 
Garde’s ‘news’ from the Dionne nur- 
sery and a description of the Quins, 
a song by Hazel Glenn and the suit- 
ably tinkling music of Lindsay Mc- 
Pail’s orch, which sounds a lot big- 
ger in size than it probably is. It’s a 
sock session throughout, Hobe. 





, 


WILLIAM S. HART 

10 Mins, 

ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


While temporarily originating his 
weekly variety program on the 
Coast, Rudy Vallee program dis- 
played good judgment in asking the 
old-time celluloid cowboy star to 
ag up to the mike for a guest- 
est. 


Unfortunately the act wasn’t pre- 
sented as interestingly as it might 
have been. Hart, under Vallee urg- 
ing, traced his pre-film career. Fact 
that he played opposite Madame 
Modjeska on the last of her many 
‘farewell’ tours, and the fact that 
he played early cowboy roles on the 
| stage, i.e, ‘The Squaw Man,’ could 
| have been buttered uv into far 
| slicker a script than was used. 


And Hart was permitted to go 
strictly smithfield at conclusion, in 
the most high-school recitation man- 
ner, when in response to Vallee’s 
query on what he considered a most 
necessary aftribute in life, he let 
loose with that old poem about be- 
ing ‘Captain of My Soul.’ It must 
have been a rude awakening for the 
listeners who remembered Hart on 
the screen. 


From Two-Gun Bill to Sweet Wil- 


liam, the poetry-spouter, in one gen- 
eration. Bert. 











CHARLOTTE BUCHWALD 
Talk 

5 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 3:35 p.m. 

WNEW, New York 


Miss Buchwald, who broadcasts 
|for WMCA and WNEW, in this in- 
stance offers five minutes of talk 
j}about ‘a woman of the hour.’ It’s 
,an okay idea and delivered by Miss 
Buchwald in a chummy-chatty style 
which leans to the breezy and ver- 
nacular, although making no delib- 
erate stab at comedy. 


When heard she was talking about 
Sophie Tucker, who is settled down 
in Hollywood. She developed the 
angle of the ‘red hot mamma’ now, 
for the first time, a housefrau. Also 
ithe Hollywood twist of hiring an 
| entertainer famous for one thing and 
, then forgetting all about that. La 
Tucker is to do straight drawmah. 
| Delivery, diction and voice tended 
|to be better than the content of the 
manuscript on this particular = 
and. 











sounds good. Second, ‘Silhouetted in| ing her own material, including the | JOLLY WRIGHT COWBOYS 


|‘Sunday Afternoon Social’ 

{30 Mins.—Regional 

| OKLAHOMA TIRE 

Sundays, 5 p.m. 

| KVOO, Tulsa 

| First program eared was hot-and- 

| cold. okes were still wet from 

| their ride on Noah’s ark, but some 

individual performances were first- 

rate. Ad plugs not bad, in fact, kept 

in proper period of time and tone. 
Jolly Wright and his Cowboys did 

okeh in general if individual per- 

{formers were uneven in results 

Trouble with whole show is that 

cast is trying too hard to give an 

imitation of the National Barn 

Dance.. Needs more spontaneity and 

individuality on part of talent. . 

_ Instead of unearthing time-dulled 

jokes outfit might. profit by working 

up situation jokes among the cast. 

Soon. 



































- New York with Deems Taylor as- 
’ sisting as emcee and commentator. 


* tioned as likely guesters following 


a November 17, 1937 
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Free Guesters (on Exchange) Okays 
Hollywood Start for Whiteman 


+ 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. | 

Paul Whiteman and his crew move 
into Cocoanut Grove New Year’s 
Eve and at the same time start a 26- 
week radio show for Chesterfield. 
Maestro is understood to have ac- 
cepted the Grove engagement on a 
very advantageous basis to the Am- 


bassador, $4,500 weekly, while grab- 
bing $7,500 weekly for the ether 
chore. 

Deal finally reached the dotted 
line stage last week after protracted 
negotiations with Whiteman, Lig- 
gett & Myers, the Ambassador, 
Rockwell, O’Keefe, Inc., and Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, Inc., all in- 
terested. Whiteman displaces the 
combo of Hal Kemp’s band and 
Alice Faye for Chesterfield with Phil 
Cohan continuing in charge of the 
program for Columbia Broadcasting. 

Deems Taylor In 

Only the first five weeks of the 
Whiteman contract. will emanate 
from Hollywood, the remainder from 


While on the Coast the maestre will 
have a name guester each week, 
starting with Bing Crosby, all of the 
guesters appearing gratis. In return 
for the Crosby appearance White- 
man will bow on the Crosby Music 
Hall of the Air the night before 
starting his Grove engagement. Con- 
nie Boswell and Jane Froman, both 
of whom began their upclimb under 
Whiteman’s baton, have been men- 


Crosby. 

Deal for Whiteman to go into the 
Ambassador was made through Ed 
Fishman of Rockwell-O’Keefe last 
summer while the maestro was at 
Fort Worth for the Texas Centennial. 
Ciggie airer was arranged through 
Consolidated, Charles Green, CRA’s 
prexy, going into a number of hud- 
dies with the orch leader on the 
Coast. Final details were arranged 
at a sesh in the Ambassador hotel 
room of Murray Brophy, whom 
Whiteman has taken on as a mem- 
ber of his business staff. Baton 
wielder tried to beg off the Grove 
commitment, promising to return at 
a later date, but was held to his con- 
tract, while the L&M contingent in 
New York was pacified by obtaining 
the services of name guesters gratis 
on the Chesterfield program to 
counterbalance the added expense 
of broadcasting from Los Angeles 
and temporarily losing the services 
of Deems Taylor. 

Deal finally was closed and White- 
man ducked out for Tucson, Al- 
buquerque, Kansas City and some 
other one-nighters before dcing a 
stand at the Drake in Chicago com- 
mencing next Friday (19). 

Chesterfield commitment marks 
the maestro’s return to CBS for the 
first time since his Old Gold broad- 
cast several years ago. 





Doris Fisher Released On 
Sustaining Spot Squawk 


By mutual agreement the pact be- 
tween Doris Fisher, warbler, and 
Columbia Artists, Inc. has been 
broken. Miss Fisher became dissatis- 
fied when CBS would not give her 
a night-time sustaining spot. She 
thought the afternoon periods given 
her for a buildup course were not 
ideal. 

Kass-Tohrner talent agency, rep- 

ping Miss Fisher, is now offering her 
to NBC for a sustaining series on 
the night-time log. 





Hyman at Radio Events 


Herbert H. Hyman has joined Ra- 
dio Events, Inc., the job-lotting script 
bureau, as an account exec to contact 
the ad agencies. Joe Koehler is 
prez of the firm, and Georgia Backus 
the board chairwoman. 

From the film biz, Hyman’s last 
spot was handling studio publicity 
for Columbia Picts on the Coast. Be- 
fore that he was at various times 
with United Artists, Warner's, Para- 
mount and Fox, 








Courtesy Of— 


Radio gag going the rounds 
is the fancy bid from an agency 
to sponsor a cleric.- Despite the 
proposed consideration, the 
Rev. balked. Asked why, he 
explained: 

‘All the advertising executive 
wanted me to do was to switch 
a few words in my sermon. In- 
stead of ‘amen’ he wanted me 
to substitute ‘Coca-Cola.’ 


|\Instead New York’s 











15-CITY WEB 
KING-TRENDLE 
‘MAYBE’ 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 
H. Allen Campbell’s idea for hook- 
up of choice markets, excluding 
super-power and dubious markets, is 
picking up steam and it’s believed 
such a lineup may not be far off. 


Campbell, general manager of 
King-Trendle’s Michigan web, can- 
yassed station opinion on a recent 
jaunt to West Coast and found fa- 
vorable reaction. Since then he’s 
been swamped with queries and, 
while setup is only in formative 
stages, Campbell believes thing could 
be worked out. 

Campbell and his boss, George 
Trendle, long advocates of moderate 
wattage big market stations, believe 
a 15-station hookup as a starter 
could produce sellable combination. 
If and when hookup is arranged, it 
would likely run through such towns 
as New York, Boston, Buffalo, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Washington, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, Cin- 
cinnati, Toledo, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Kansas City and Minneapolis, with 
spread farther west if first hookup 
proved successful. 


Boston Radio Editors 
At Lunch Tell Shepard 
Party Air Loses Grip 


Boston, Nov. 16. 

Officials of Colonial Network gave 
Lester Gottlieb, Mutual Broadcasting 
System __ publicity coordinator a 
luncheon at the Copley Plaza Hotel 
last Monday, yet it turned out to be 
a speechless affair. 

Gottlieb was expected to dish out 
some Mutual propaganda but every- 
one present—local male and fem 
radio editors, and Yankee-Colonial 
web bigwigs—talked of most every- 
thing excepting the purpose for 
which the party was sponsored. 
Football, personal kibitzing, etc., held 
the spotlight. 

However, following the tame party, 
trade paper reps started the ball 
rolling by instigating some conversa- 
tion that would bring opinions anent 
the trade. And it did. Hub radio 
eds defended the lack of space their 
bosses give them for radio news, and 
they told stories on how radio is los- 
ing its hold on the public, and the 
dearth of live talent available for 
new shows, and how radio stations 
hold back prospective talent. 

Gottlieb said that radio needs 
glamour. 

John Shepard, III, prexy of Yan- 
kee-Colonial was present with all 
his henchmen: Roy Harlow, his as- 
sistant, Linus Travers, production 
manager, Charles J. Phelan and Wil- 
liam Warner, Yankee and Colonial 
sales managers, respectively, Gerry 
Harrison, press relations, and Al 
Stephenson, press agent. 














WHBF, Rock Island, Ill., added to 
list of Gene Furgason & Co., station 
rep. 


HARO TO FIND, 
HANDLE, SELL 





Watter Will Shift Produc- | 


tion Emphasis to Musical 
Programs 


NEW TALENT 


WOR, New York, has decided to 
jettison its two-year effort to build 
up comedy programs. Instead con- 
centration will be placed on expand- 
ing musical shows of all sorts. Sev- 
eral things prompted the Bamberger 
broadcaster to make its decision— 
failure to find continued sponsorship 
for comedians per se, along with 
ill-luck in uncovering much talent 
that lived up to the station’s hopes. 

In widening its musical program 
scope, WOR will revive the old | 
Bamberger symphony series, with a 
guest-conductor policy. Joseph 
Cherniavsky has been already added 
to lead his orch, and Val Fiorita will 
soon start.. Greatest effort in the 
clef direction will be to develop 
some varieties of stylized musical 
programs, 

Georgie Price’s program was re- 
placed this week with a new musical 
idea headed by Vic Irwin. Ray Per- 
kins’ Saturday night show is sched- 
uled to be replaced in a month. That 
will. about wash up program layouts 
topped by comics on the station. 


Three new arrangers have been 


added at WOR. Ralph Barnhardt 
was formerly with Rubinoff, and 
Lou Savarese worked for Kate 


Smith. Phil Lang is the third. New 
copyist in George Glass has also 
been hired. 

Two years ago the station began 
a campaign to develop new come- 
dians by gathering up a dozen or so 
vet laugh-leviers from vaudeville 
circles. Majority of these were 
deemed flops after trials on the sta- 
tion. Only one act really soared, 
Tim (Ryan) and Irene (Noblette), 
now on Mutual for Admiracion 
shampoo. Most of the others given 
air whirls are now either back in 
vaude, in niteries or in show biz 
limbo, 





Vallee’s New York Series 


Rudy Vallee-Royal Gelatin is com- 
ing back to New York for origina- 
tion earlier than had been scheduled. 
After the Nov. 25 broadcast Vallee 
leaves Hollywood for the east, with 
tne show emanating from this point 
from Dec. 2 to Jan. 6 inclusive. 

Vallee is then slated to go back to 
start work on his picture for War- 
ner Bros. 








Lachine in College Newscasting: 
Tie-Up with Campus Dailies 








50, 000- | | 


Slogans Lucky Strike cigarettes is going to 
sini tet s expand to around 25 spots its college 
Chicago, Nov. 16. news and sports program idea. Test 


Station identification of WJJD campaign was run in New Haven Y6¥ 


for past two years has been Yale and in Ithaca for Cornell. 
‘Chicago’s largest independen 

station.’ bs : ‘ Quarter-hour programs are on a 
» L . 


six-a-week basis, and are primed to 
interest the students in the specific 
situations. In selecting the locations 
the Lord & Thomas agency is 
primarily seeking ‘college towns’ 
where there is one large school. One 
stipulation is that each institution 
publishes a daily campus paper, in 
which 


Station identification of WCFL 
currently is ‘Chicago’s largest 
independent union station.’ 


MPPA INSISTS 
ON WRITERS’ 
CREDITS 














a black-and-white campaign 
for Luckies is tied in with the pro- 
grams. 

Agency is now lining up the list of 
colleges the account wants to appeal 
to. 


Purely Local 
New York City 


News Service 





Mechanical rights bureau of the 
Music I}. ishers Protective Associa- 


tion will not undertake to license a 
number’ unless the application in- 
cludes the name of the composer and 
writer. So transcription manufac- 
turers were advised last week in a 
circular letter from Harry Fex, 
MPPA gen. mgr. 

Fox explained that unless the com- 
poser and lyric writer is mentioned 
there can be no certainty that the 
right number is being licensed, and, 
rather than take a chance on legal 
complications, the bureau has elected 
to impose the composer-writer rule. 





A news agency to service New 
York -stations with purely metro- 
politan area feature and spot stuff 
has been formed and will swing into 
action within two weeks. Billed the 
Continental Radio Press, it is the 
first news collecting outfit designed 
for radio which will cover a local 
scene only. 

T. L. Christy, formerly with Uni- 
versal Service, heads the outfit as 
acting managing editor. New York 
stations are promised a complete 
coverage of all the boroughs, plus 
nearby Jersey towns and Westches- 
ter county. Continental, in its setup, 
is the equivalent, for broadcasting, of 
City News, which feeds N. Y. news- 
papers with spot news breaking in 
the Big Burg. 

Local indie stations are asked to 
give $150 weekly for the service, 
which will be shot into their studios 
via teletype. 


Hammer Agcy. Works 
Radio Bingo Game 
In More N. E. Towns 


ee ee 


Hartford, Nov. 16. 





CARL WESTER ON OWN 


Quits NBC—Encouraged by Chicago 
Advertising Agencies 








Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Resignation of Carl Wester from 
NBC sales force here last week to 
become effective Dec. 1, is to make 
way for opening of a program and 
merchandising agency on that date 
by Wester. 

Understood that move was pre- 
ceded by conferences with several 
agencies all of whom advised Wester 
that there was a need for an office 
which could supply clients and ad 
agencies with a program-merchan- 
dising package intact, and that they 
believed he was the man for the job 
due to his past successes developed 
while on the NBC sales staff. Also 
assured him that he would have their 
cooperation. Deals not yet com- 
pleted may give Wester overseeing 
powers for some of shows he now 
has on the network. 

This will be first such agency to 
be developed for Chicago radio, al- 





though several talent bureaus have ‘K-Plan,” radio-telephone number 
been both opened and closed, Pro-| game jintro’d two months ago at 
gram developers and talent both are | wrHT by Kay Jewelry Co., such a 
on a free lance basis generally speak- | click that Hammer Advertising 
ing. A few performers having man-| agency has lined up seven more 
agers or agents, but these are in the New England vents for same 
minority. sponsor. 





General Foods has put in a bid 
for the air services of Boake Carter 
through Benton & Bowles. Latter 
agency will ‘not affirm and not deny.’ 

Carter’s contract with Philco ex- 
pires in a couple of months and it 
has been the intention of the radio 
set manufacturer to send him on a 
jaunt through Europe with pay so 
that he could get a first hand ac- 
quaintance with Continental condi- 
tions and problems. 

It has been suggested that Philco’s 
motif was to get him off the air until 
some of the antagonism Carter has 
aroused among labor and liberal or- 
ganization had blown over, but the 





Carter May Leave Philco 


Persistently Reported and Persiotentiy Denied Labor 
Attacks Hurt Sales 


+ sion of Bingo preemed. 





manufacturer has stoutly denied this. 


New outlets, each handling pro- 
gram locally, are WATR, Waterbury; 
WAAB, Boston; WEAN, Providence; 
WORC, Worcester; WLLM, Lowell; 


WMAS, Springfield, and WNBH, 
New Bedford. 
a Telephone companies working 


steadily with Hammer office on plan 
whereby numbers are called in se- 
quence without fouling lines, as hap- 
pened in Hartford when aerial ver- 





WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven, has 
own version, ‘Ma-jic,” weekly for 
Majestic Laundry, New Haven. 


Dave Weber Co. Produces 
‘Looney Tunes’ for Ether 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Deal was closed last weekend be- 
tween Dave Weber and A. M. (Doc) 


Dead-Eye Fitz on Trail 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 

WJR’s staff almost a ghost this 
week, with about a dozen pursuing 
deer in Michigan’s north woods. 

Lodging at the big cabin of M. R. 
Mitchell, WJR’s chief engineer, are 
Manager Leo Fitzpatrick; P. M. 
Thomas, secretary-treasurer; Neal 
Tomy, publicity chief; Eric Howlett, 
program manager; Duncan Moore, 
special events chief; Colin MacClel- 
lan, Fran Jennings, Chuck Thornton | 
and Walt Workman, engineers. 











Howe whereby Weber will co-pro- 
| duce the ether program based on 
Leon Schlesinger’s ‘Looney Tunes.’ 

Charles Isaacs will script the proe 
grams and Howe is carrying on dick- 
ers with two possible sponsors. 





Don Lawrence on 
staff at KOIL, Omaha. 
Drake UV. law school. 


announcing 
Graduate of 


note 








ee 


sitee neg arte hares 


Re rte teen: oats 
ee 


sl be ot apne om aera 





i rte Rb dln. 

















42 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, November 17, 1937 





eee 








Keith Kerby, producer-announcer 
at KSFO, San Francisco, is handling 
the Sunday aight musicales being 
aired from the Palace Hotel. A\l- 
bert White, director-violinist of the 
KSFO string ensemble, has been 
added to the Palace ensemble for 
the winter season. 





Warner voice tests were given 
Mary Ellen Herrick and James Krie- 


ger of the NBC dramatic staff in 
San Francisco and Bob McAndrews 
of the web’s press department by 
Max Arno. 


Johnny Toffoli, NBC accordionist 
_in San Francisco, has organized new 
squeezebox quintet which network 
execs auditioned last week. 








Edna Fischer, NBC pianist at the 
San Francisco studios, has sold four | 
tunes to Paramount for use in fu- 
ture films. 





Production Chief Charlie Foll of 





KYOS, Merced, Cal. will be a 
Thanksgiving day bridegroom. 
Sales Manager Ward Ingrim of 


KFRC, San Francisco, and Advertis- 
ing Manager Fred Crawshaw of the 
Owl Drug Company, flew to Mexico 
City in the latter’s plane for a week’s 
vacash. 





Roy Russell, radio and operatic 
tenor, Dorothy Allen and Don Steele, 
pop warblers, each did a p.a. on a 
‘Feminine Fancies’ program over 
KFRC, San Francisco, last week. 





Ted Maxwell, NBC playwright, ac- 
tor, and producer, has left San/ 
Francisco for Chicago for the sec- 
ond time. Maxwell’ will continue to | 
author the Wesson Oil drama series, 
‘Hawthorne House,’ and the new 
‘Memory Lane’ serial, a sustainer, 
both aired from the San Francisco | 
studios. 





Hermon Stanion added to an- 
nouncing staff at KYOS, Merced, | 
Cal. 





Bob Garred of KSFO, San Fran- | 
cisco, will write and produce ‘The 
Hour of Romance,’ new 60-minute | 
nightly midnight variety show bank- | 
tolled by Milens, Oakland jewelry 


Pacific Coast Radio Notes 











That Off-Stage Voice 





Ed Wolfe was listening to his 
program ‘The O’Neills’ last Fri- 
day (12) when a doctor bit in 
the script sounded more like a 
house dick. 

‘Call up and find out who 
murdered that part?’ Wolfe de- 
manded. 

It turned out to be the pro- 
gram director, Carlo de Angelo, 
substituting at the last minute 
for a missing actor. 


CHICAGO ENROLLMENT 
OF AFRA OVER 400 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Open meetings were again in 
vogue with American Federation of 
Radio Artists holding such a session 
Friday (12) in successful effort to 
increase membership. Results bring 
membership of the local to a figure 











j}over 400. 


Meeting also informed members 


that tentative plans for working con- | 


ditions have been sent to N. Y. 
headquarters for approval, and that 
it was expected N. Y. would set a 


|national minimum scale for per- 
formers within the next couple 
weeks. Meanwhile, it is expected 


that WCFL, Chicago Federation of 
Labor station, will recognize AFRA 
this week. 


As yet the tentative plans for 


|; working conditions have not been 


formally approved by the local’s 
Board of Directors, but that also is 
expected to be done this week. 
Special membership drive is being 
made among band singers, for, ac- 
cording to plans for an AFRA shop, 
these singers, whether exclusively 
on remotes or not, will have to take 


|out a card. 





St. Louis Femme Problem 
Spieler Sues for Divorce 





St. Louis, Nov. 16. 
Mrs. Josephine Emily Halpin, con- 
ductor of the KMOX ‘One Woman’s 
Opinion’ daily stanza, filed suit in 
the Circuit Court last week seeking 


firm. Discs by top dance bands will |@ divorce from her husband, Breen 


be used for music. 





Bill Holmes, radio editor of the 
Oakland Post-Enquirer, queried 
Rudy Vallee before the KLS, Oak- 





land, microphone Sunday afternoon. | 


Vallee’s band did a one-nighter at! 
Sweet’s ballroom same night. 





Because Dean Maddox (Budda) | 
had laryngitis and couldn’t speak, | 
Radio Editor Bob Hall of the San | 
Francisco Call-Bulletin subbed for | 
him as emcee on his Sunday after- 
noon show, ‘Budda’s Winners,’ over 
KFRC. Maddox stood by during the 
Broadcast to prompt Hall in whis- | 
pers. Hall did another broadcast | 
Monday over the California Radio | 
System web from the KYA studios, 
when he appeared on Gene Inge’s | 
program, ‘Take the Air,’ originating | 
in the KFWB studios in Hollywood. 


‘ 
Edna Smith de Nunzio, soprano on | 
the KYA, San Francisco, staff, will | 
become a protege of Mme. Gina} 
Cigna, Metropolitan Opera  prima| 
donna, with whom Mrs. de Nunzio | 
will go to Europe next February. | 
Mme. Cigna, in San Francisco for the 
opera season, heard the KYA singer | 
at a musicale. 





Mack Chamberlain has been added | 
to the KGGC, San Francisco, staff | 
as account executive. Formerly | 
with the San Francisco studios of 
KROW, Oakland. 





Dorothy Barstow, radio production 
chief for McCann-Erickson agency. 
0.0'd the San Francisco offices of the 
firm recently while en route to Hol- 
ly wood. 

Bill Siremmel has left KROW, 
Oakland, to join the sportscasters at 
KYA, San Francisco, | 

Arnold W. Leverenz, former or- 
ganist at old Orpheum in vaude days, 





now staff musician at KMO, Ta-! 

coma. 
Mrs. J. C. Boulianne, operating 

pres, and gen, mgr. KVI, Seattle-| 


Tacoma, leit for New York via Pan- | 
ama Canal last week to be gone sev- | 
eral weeks, i 


ET 


| terest 


| Halpin, head of a manufacturers’ 
agency. Mrs. Halpin’s petition al- 
leged general indignities and also 
| accused Halpin of being so quarrel- 
|some and nagging that she became 
|nervous. Mrs. Halpin asked for cus- 
tody of two children, Breen, Jr., 12, 
and Joan, 6. 


‘One Woman's Opinion,” which 
Mxs. Halpin has conducted. for sev- 
eral years, discusses general prob- 
lems for women, 





Maranville on WHAM 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 16. 

WHAM launches ‘Hot Stove 
League of the Air’ with ‘Rabbit’ Mar- 
anville, now manager of the Mont- 
real baseball club, as m.c. In ad- 
dition to working on the program 
with Frank Silva of WHAM sports 
staff, the ‘Rabbit’ will line up base- 
ball players to guest star. 


Spokane Mee 
Full Schedule 





Seattle, Nov. 16. 
Starting off bravely asserting that 
Washington broadcasters were first 
to form a state organization and they 
wanted to have the distinct honor 
of getting their NAB Regional Group 
moulded ahead of other sections in 


the country, Ed Craney, KGIR, 
Buite, called all broadcasters in 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Mon- 


tana, Wyoming and Utah to a shindig 
at the Davenport hotel in Spokane 
Saturday, Nov. 13. 

Craney amplified his call of all the 
states because he says ‘the boys in 
Utah and Wyoming have shown in- 
in us and I have taken the 
liberty of inviting them as well as 


|a couple from North Dakota.’ 


Louis Wasmer, KHQ and KGA, 
had charge of arrangements, regis- 
tration and Saturday night banquet. 
Arthur L. Smith, KFIO, was desig- 
nated head of the entertainment. 

Art Bright, KFPY, headed the 


ing Called by Craney; 


Strike Forces 


WOL Of Air, 
Wage Boost 


Washington, Nov. 16. 





for several hours before manage- 


|ment negotiated wage 
| 

{ . —s 

1 with seven technicians. 
} 

| Operations were interrupted with- 


| out warning Thursday (11) when 


CELEBS GET RUSH , 


Plural Appearances Before Mike On 
Local Visits 








Columbus, Nov. 16. 

Victims of local stations’ search for 
special events, visiting celebs are be- 
ing dragged into studios not once, 
but several times, during their brief 
stays here. 

Fred Waring, who brought his band 
to the RKO-Palace stage, did two 
microphone jobs last week. Waring 
and several of his company went on 
WBNS for a half-hour program on 


SMITs MAKES 
~ STATION MEN 
IITTERY 


Washington, Nov. 16. 
Difficulty in signing up outlets is 








opening night and the maestro was 





Broac.casting’s iaftial sit-down 
strike last week took WOL, local 
|outlet for Mutual web, off the air | 


| subjected to an air interview a few} 


days later by Lehman Otis, Colum- 


| bus Citizen radio editor. 


agreement | 


Sigmund Spaeth, ‘tune detective,’ | 


'also aired twice in a two-day visit. | 
|He did a broadcast Monday for | 
|WHKC and the following day | 


| trundled over to WCOL for another | 


'the engineering staff refused to put | 


lon scheduled morning programs and 
declined their duties 
until the management yielded to de- 
mands for pay boosts. After more 
than eight hours of silence, trans- 
mitter went on the air following 
promise of William B. Dolph, general 
manager, to discuss the plaints with 
Leroy Mark, president of American 


to perform 


| Broadcasting Co., owner of the 
| plant. 
Members of American’ Radio 


Telegraphers’ Association, the tech- 
nical force, held a second strike 
threat over Marks to bring about a 
settlement of the wage controversy. 
Outccme of the tiff was a contract 
providing graduated scales running 
from $25 for apprentices during the 
first six months of employment to 
maximum of $55 after eight years’ 
regular employment. Starting wage 
for experienced engineers is $30.50. 
Help. retreated considerably in the 
conferences although the strikers 
forced material concessions from the 
management. Original demands were 
for a scale ranging from $49.60 to 
$92.50, the same as applies at WOR. 
Previous pay standards, according to 
John Gantt, oldest technical em- 
ploye, had been $22.50 to $43.12. 


Giving listeners no explanation for 
the shut-down, WOL went back on 
the air-at 2:15 Thursday (11) after- 
noon when technicians accepted the 
truce. Dolph had refused to carry 
on negotiations until operations were 
resumed, but promised to reply to 
the demands within a few hours. 
Contract finally was settled after 
four hours of parley. 


The contract, besides lifting WOL 
pay standards, assures other privi- 
leges for station crew. Chief ac- 
complishment in addition to fatten- 
ing the pay envelope was a closed- 
shop agreement giving the C.I.O. 
affiliate exclusive recognition at the 
station, 


A 40-hour week with one day off 
and seniority rights of veteran en- 
gineers were obtained under the 
pact, which was signed by Dolph, 
for the broadcasting company, and 
John Austin, C.I.O. organizer, on be- 
half of the technicians. 











KTSM, El Paso, Texas, joins NBC 
on April 1. Station is a 100-watter. 
When linking up with NBC, 
KTSM will be a member of the Pa- 
cific supplementary group, available 
for both red and blue webs. 





of Speakers Heard 


| financial committee, a very impor- 
| tant post, since on Craney’s call he 
|said all those attending would be 


| ene for ten bucks, which included 
| the feed at the Davenport. Craney 
| wrote ‘this registration is high, but 
j it is necessary as we have no funds 
| to operate on and a small amount 
of money is necessary to defray ex- 
penses of this meeting.’ 

Program 
Senator C. C. Dill; Louis Wasmer. 
KHQ-KGA; Alfred J. Schweppe; 
Charles Meyer, KOIN-KALE: Tom 
Symons, Jr., Earl Glade, Carey Jen- 
nings, KGW-KEX: Ed Craney, Harry 
Studebaker, KUJ-KRLC; Ralph 
Wentworth. 


Craney invited John Elmer, NAB 
president; Jim Baldwin, NAB man- 
aging director, but since he is in 
Havana he is not expected to be 
present, and Phil Loucks, who ad- 
vised he couldn't make it, 





KTSM Linked with NBC 





schedule talks by Ex-| 


whirl. 

Visiting football coaches and sports | 
celebrities are also much in demand | 
with beaucoup competition among | 
sports spielers on three stations, 





NBC Engineers Insist 
On Removal of CBS Man 


From Maxwell Program 


| WFIL-UNION ACCORD NEAR 


Panelmen Demands on Management 
Being Negotiated 


Union difficulties bobbed up last 
week on the Metro-Maxwell House 
show to deprive Producer Bill 
Bacher of his® control engineer, 
Harry Spear, who was given per- 
mission by Columbia to handle an 
NBC _séoprogram. NBC company 
union, Association of Technical 
Employees, let out a squawk when 
Spear, member of Columbia’s As- 
sociated Broadcast Technicians, 
grabbed off the assignment. 

Bacher made the choice and drew 
permission from CBS to use him on 
the rival network. For more than 
two years he had worked Holly- 
wood Hotel for Bacher and was fa- 
miliar with his trick movements. 
When NBC union insisted on Spear’s 
removal and substitution of one of 
its own men, Bacher consented and 
made the network import one of 
their best sound men from New 
York. 


TELEGRAPHISTS IN 
MANHATTAN MOVES 


Panelmen of stations WNEW and 
WOV, N. Y., have been signed 100% 
by American Radio Telegraphists As- 
sociation, according to headquarters, 
and negotiations to alter present 
wages, working time and for a closed 
shop will begin this week at both 
spots. 

WNEW job was completed over 
the weekend. WOV was taken dur- 
ing the week with negotiations set 
for yesterday (Tuesday) when John 
Iraci, owner, was taken sick. As soon 
as he returns the talks will start. 

Group, which moves uptown today 
from lower N. Y. headquarters, now 
has eight stations in the N. Y. area. 
First to come in was WBNX in the 
Bronx, then WHN and WHOM. 
Agreements are in effect with latter 
three. Others in are Columbia 
Broadcasting System, WEVD and 
WQXR. 


L. A. Stations, AFM Mull 
Upped Pay for Musicians 














Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Likelihood that radio stations in 
this area will soon be handing musi- 
cians around $150,000 a year more 
than they are getting now was seen 
in negotiations started yesterday 
(Mon.) between stations and Mu- 
sicians Mutual Protective Associa- 
tion, Local 47, of the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

Current negotiations are based on 
the settlement reached in New York 
by broadcasters and the International 
| Musicians’ Association. Additional 
| expected expenditures are apportion, 
Natioffal Broadcasting and Columbia 
$60,000 each and Mutual $11,000. 








Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 


For the first time in Philly radio 
history there is now a house band 
in every station. WCAU, WPEN and 
WFIL have signed agreements with 
the Musicians’ Local, while WDAS, 
WIP and KYW are working on ex- 
tensions of last year’s contract, pend- 
ing final outcome of national ne- 
gotiations between broadcasters and 








A. F, of M, 


delaying Rev. Gerald Smith, former 
associate of the late Senator Huey 
P. Long, in taking over the radio 
crusade against the New Deal aban- 
doned this fall by Father Charles 
Coughlin of Detroit. Most of the sta- 
tions which formed the priest’s inde- 
pendent network have fallen in line 
but some notable holdouts are caus- 
ing concern. Among the balkers are 
WCFL, Chicago, and WLW, Cincin- 
nati. 


dropped out of the public eye since 
his alliance 18 months ago with Dr. 
Francis E. Townsend of old-age pen- 
sion fame, may be even more in- 
temperate than Long and Coughlin, 
thus plunging them into trouble with 
the government. 


| 
| Industry fears that Smith, who has 
| 











Philadelphia, Nov, 16. 

WFIL and American Communica- 
| tions Association coming close to ar. 
|agreement for panelmen at the sta- 
| tion. At confab between the union’s 
jattorney, Saul Waldbaum, and Sam 
| Rosenbaum, prez of the outlet, on 
| Saturday, terms were arrived at on 
| wages, the last stumbling biock. 

Rosenbaum, however, had to get 
okay of board of directors. If re- 
| ceived, he’ll ink the line later this 
| week. Scale starts at $43 and goes 
|up to $66 in eight years. This is a 
| concession from ACA, which at first 
| asked $51 starting rate. 
| Charges filed against WFIL with 
| the Labor Board by ACA have been 
|all but dropped. Station took back 
|one man who it was charged was 
|dropped for union activity, and 
|union now only wants an _ under- 
| standing that another panelman re- 
|cently canned will get preferential 
| status if an opening occurs. 


GUILD WINS 15% PAY 
TILT AT WPEN, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 


Agreement has been reached be- 
tween WPEN here and the American 
Guild of Radio Announcers and 
Producers on a contract for the gab- 
bers. Termer is now in New York 
awaiting signature of John Iraci, 
who recently bought the outlet. 

New binder calls for Guild shop, 
15% wage increases, and 40 hour 
week. It also returns certain con- 
cessions, such as right of foreign an- 
nouncers to sell own programs and 
collect commish. 

Gerald Dickler, AGRAP attorney, 
was in Philly Friday discussing 
terms with Doc Levy for WCAU 
gabbers, which the union represents 


100%. Another confab skedded for 
today. 


GETS PAY RISE FROM 
GOVERNMENT RADIO 


In its first entanglement with the 
government, ARTA won a 50% wage 
increase for panelmen on the Na- 
tional Radio Division of the Federal 
Theatre Project, Nov. 15. In actual 
dollars its upped from $95.44 to $145 
monthly. 

Deal involving eight men on the 
local project wag negotiated by Har- 
old Caton, broadcast organizer and 
Paul Edwards, head of the project. 
It had been in the works for about 
one month, 


~ WIP Has ‘Class’ of 47 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Growth of Little Theatre idea in 
radio marked here by group of 47 
Studes of all ages in WIP’s new 
classes for development of talent. 
Studio turned down applications for 
about five times the number now en- 
rolled. Took on 51 and has canned 
four in the past two weeks as hope- 
less cases, 
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Ban on Liquor Sponsorship Will 





Crimp Canadian Revenue $300,000 


Montreal, Nov. 16. 

Possibility of an enormous loss of 
revenue is faced by provincial radio 
stations if the suggestion made to 
Premier Duplessis by 
Murray, Chairman of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., anent the cut- 
ting or dropping of beer and wine- 


sponsored programs should _ be 
adopted. 
Government-controlled outlets 


throughout the country have already 
discontinued liquor advertising. Loss 
of revenue to CBC from this source 
is jn the neighborhood of $300,000 a 
year, the revenue loss to the Mont- 
real outlets alone being approxi- 
mately $100,000 per annum. 

While CBC, as 
backed organization, can easily af- 
ford to discriminate against various 
forms of radio advertising regardless 
of income, loss of liquor business to 
privately owned and operated sta- 
tions here would be serious. In 
addition to revenue loss some of the 
most popular local programs would 
also be’ eliminated automatically if 
liquor-sponsored ads are dropped. 

Province Vs. Dominion 

When asked to present his views 
on the subject, Premier Duplessis 
politely passed the buck to the Fed- 
eral authorities. At the same time 
the Premier intimated he would look 
up the law on the subject. 

Said the Premier: *‘We intend to 
safeguard provincial autonomy, so 
will respect Federal autonomy.’ 

Liquor and radio interests are not 
expected to take any attempts at 
regulation lying down, and unless 
the Federal authorities have the 
power, under the statutes, to enforce 
their stand, it is unlikely that local 
interests will acquiesce. 


COLUMBIA'S 
REBROADCASTS 
IN CUBA 


Havana, Nov. 16. 

A test rebroadcast program was 
staged last Sunday by CBS over 
CMCY at Havana. Broadcast was al- 
most perfect and proper pick-up in- 
stallation wili be made soon to con- 
tinue the rebroadcasting of the Sun- 
day Philharmonic concerts here, and 
also for other sustaining programs. 

Bill Lodge and Al Zalamea of CBS, 
assisted by local representative for 
Conquest Alliance Co. of New York, 
have been making preparations for a 
future linking of station CMCY to 
Columbia for commercial and sus- 
taining programs. The transmitter 
was inspected Thursday (12) and 
foun. in good order. Station CMCY 
Is considered the best station for the 
Quality of its broadcasting and pro- 
grams, appealing to the medium and 
higher classes. 

Station CMCY of Autran is set as 
an example by the Cuban Radio 
Commission because it is never over- 
moculated and the quality of its 
qrondcasting is considered 100% per- 
ect. 

Columbia is intent on extending its 
network south of the Rio Grande 
and while here, Zalamea, CBS Span- 
ish commentator, made the prelim- 
inary arrangements with Azcarraga, 
owner of the largest really Mexican 
station, XEW, to rebroadcast the 
Sunday concerts there also. 


AUSTRALIA’S PRIZE 
WINNER HERE ON WAX 


Prize winning Australian program 











‘ ° ° ‘ 9 ° 
Heroes of Civilization’ has been im- | 


ported for auditioning 
agencies and sponsors 
Michelson & Sternberg, reps. 

Transcriptions made with original 
cast arrived in N. Y. this week. 

Show won Ausiralian Cup for 
Outstanding Radio Appeal in 1937 by 
the Australian Radio Forum. 


oe. v.. &. 
through 


Gladstone 


|} were complaining of the 
a government- | 





| 


| POPPELE’S TRIP 


| Trouble-Shooting 





at New 
Kiiocycle-Jumper 


Havana, Nov. 13. 


Cuban 


last week when a new 
CMBL, which is CMQ’s old trans- 
mitter, came on the air on the 710 
kes, causing a terrible local interfer- 
ence to WLW of Cincinnati on 700 
that has many listeners in Cuba. 

J. P. Poppele of WOR arrived by 


teners as far north as Long Island 
interfer- 
ence caused by the local station. It 
is claimed that as near as 30 miles 
from the WOR transmitter the Cuban 
station howls, and that 1,100 letters 


station in 10 days. 

Some of the American radio sta- 
tion representatives here for the 
conference do not look well upon 
Poppele’s mixing in the matter him- 
self, instead of through official chan- 
nels, .because they figure that will 
leave the doors open for future in- 
terference of stations that might try 
to chisel American broadcasters, 


DANISH AIR IN 
PANCAKE FEUD 


By VICTOR SKAARUP 


Copenhagen, Nov. 10. 

In addition to being at war with 
the restaurant owners, 
mand for a fee for each transmission 
of dance music was met with closing 
down of all outside broadcasts, the 
Danish State Radio also has a war 
going on with the gramophone com- 
panies in Denmark. Both in Norway 
and Sweden records are played over 
the air every day and the Broadcast- 
ing companies mention the sources 
and pay a very small fee for each 
record broadcast. 

But in Denmark there must be no 
publicity in the government-owned 
radio, and when the gramophone 
companies demanded that their 
names were to be mentioned and a 
small fee paid, all record recitals 
went out. Both press and public 
has attacked the State Radio for this 
attitude—and great was the con- 
sternation when all of a sudden a 
new Danish recording company, 
‘Tono,’ got all their records broad- 
cast regularly and their name men- 
tioned! 

Bands playing on ‘Tono’ records 
are the Radio Danceband, under di- 
rection of Louis Preil, and some of 
the best known Danish restaurant 
orchestras. People like these records, 
of course, but they ask why they 
cannot hear the great, foreign stars 
on the well-known. firm’s records. 
No answer has been given as yet. 


WHIP, NEW STATION, 
HAS 3 IN POLISH 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Three accounts” signatured last 
week for WHIP by Charles Garland, 
| sales manager, give station five new 
| commercial hours weekly, of which 
| three will be done in Polish. 
| Warner theatres which were de- 
| livered by L. C. Stein, director pub- 
| lie relations, for a six-a-week noon- 
15-minute strip consisting of 














| time 
| WHIP orchestra, Man-on-Street from 
| theatre lobby, Hollywood gossip, and 
| Souths:de theatre directory, is only 
account to be done in English. 

Two other sponsors are Carnation 
milk, going on for a 30-minute six-a- 


and Polish Roman Catholic Church 
which will use 30-minute Sunday 





' Adelbert’s Church. 


station, | 


plane to try to have the station re- | 
moved from that spot, as WOR’s lis- | 


whose de- 


HAS CAN 


| 
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Cuban listeners were up in arms | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





of complaint were received by the | emerges as a triple threat to the 


| 
' 





| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
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jup of 





DENIES RIVALS 
POWE 


More Juice and Cheaper 
Rates Give 





Dominion’s 


Own Stations Advantage CHRC, Quebec. 


—Commercials Growl, but | 
Helpless 


SHOWS AS REPLY 


By MORRIS KRUSHEN 
Montreal, Nov. 16. 

Originally intended to serve the 
sparsely settled areas in the far 
Canadian west and to encourage, | 
stimulate and develop purely Cana- | 
dian talent, the government-owned 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 


istence of privately owned and Oo,:e- | 
rated radio s:ations throughout the | 


Dominion, and especially in Toronto! from CJRC, Winnipeg, 


and Montreal. 


From a seven-hour non-commer- | Chambers 


+ 


|CHRC, Quebec. 
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Careful Thinkers; Cautious Talkers 





In Canada 


J. D. Boudreau 





new publicist at 


Ross Read quit announcing staff of 


| CJIC, Sault Ste. Marie. 


CHLT, Sherbrooke, 


running .a 


| 
! 
| 
' . . 

| sponsored program which combines 


current-events quizzing, spelling bee 
and voice tests. 

J. R. Coutlee, program director at 
deserts bachelo: 
ranks in December. 


CHAB, Moose Jaw, has been made | 


a basic broadcaster in the CBC set- 


nOW | up. Formerly was a supplementary 
ex- | outlet. 





Bruce Ogilvie, mikeman, shifted 

to CJRM, 

|Regina. Sports spieler Claire 
moved from CJRM to 


cial service the CBC has embarked | CJRC. 


upon an ambitious program of ex- 
pansion, operating 12 hours daily in | 
direct competition to privately owned | 
stations in conges‘ed areas. 

CBC, also, operates far more pow- | 
erful stations at a rate so much | 
cheaper, in ratio, than those of the | 
independent stations as to be almost 
ruinous to the latter. 

With a 50,000-watt outlet, CBM, 
blanketing the English field here 
and the new 50,000-watt transmiiter 
CBF being readied for opening in 
December to cover the French-speak- 


| 





ing territory, the local independents | 
are burning plenty and the French | 
press is squawking quite loudly. 

CKAC, local French _ station, | 
owned by La Presse (225,000 circu- 
lation daily) has been trying to get 
a permit for a 50,000-watt trans- 
mitter for the past six years. CBC 
now comes into the field with its 
own 50,000-watt French transmiiter 
and with an advertising rate of only 
$250 an hour top, as compared with 
the CKAC rate of $165 per hour on a 
5,000-watt transmitter and the CFCF 
rate of $125 per hour on a 500-watt 
station, compared with the usual 
charge of approximately $1,000 for 
the same hour by 50,000-watters in 
the U. S. A. 

Toronte Ditto 

In Toronto, where the Corporation 
is putting up a new  50,000-watt 
transmitter, CBL, a similar condition 
prevails, Five independent stations, 
with from 100 to 10,000 watts, are 
affected, 

With revenue threatened by the 
more powerful government trans- 








Killing of Dubious Biz Painful 





Phil Lalonde, station manager 
CKAC, Montreal, ill in bed with la 


| srippe for the past five days. 


CBW, Windsor, Ontario, carrying 
Saturday night hockey games of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, sponsored by 
Imperial Oil, 








Imperial Tobacco commences an- 
other series of ‘Canada 1937’ variety 
programs on a coast to coast Ca- 
nadian hookup on Friday (15). Pro- 
grams are weekly, 45 minutes each. 


mitters at lower rates and the pos- 
sibility of losing not only revenue 
but some of the best programs, the 
future of the independent stations 
now seems to depend more than ever 
upon their ability to produce good 
shows of their own. Unable to fight 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. on 
a power basis, unwilling and prob- 
ably unable to fight the CBC on a 
price basis, the only salvation for 
the indies lies in production and bet- 
ter service to accounts. 

CKAC, it is understood, will pro- 
duce twice as many shows this yerr 
as last, probably putting on 20 pro- 
grams instead of ten. It is under- 
stood also that a production start by 
the Canadian Marconi station CFCF 
is probable very shortly. 

Whether or not the CBC will com- 
plete the picture by going on the air 
on a full time 18-hour daily basis 
and then proceed to legislate the in- 
dependents out of business does not 
seem an unlikely query at the pres- 
ent time. 





Now, Blessing Later—Toronto Idea 


JAMES T. ANNAN 


Toronto, Nov. 16. | 


hours each day to bring radio in this 
sector to an all-time low. These 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp.’s new | have all been given the boot by the 


regulations, which went into effect | 
Nov. 14, have kicked nearly a dozen | 
Ontario programs off the air plus 
scores of spot announcements. Clean- 
the airwaves, master-minded | 
by Gladstone Murray, general man- 
ager of the CBC, bans contests and 
fortune tellers from the mikes and 
only 10% of each hour is to be de- 
voted to spot announcements. 
Although the new regulations 
hurt, stations feel it is all for the} 
best. Daytime broadcasts over local 
stations generally have been atro- | 
cious. Canned music interspersed 
with spots were big revenue getters, 


| but drove listeners dippy. Situation 
| was so bad here that as many as 35 
,and 40 spots have been crammed into | 


week morning orchestra-guest shot, | 


Fortune tellers, 
|}astrologers, Indian medicine 


an hour of canned tunes. 


| sult of the contest ban. 


CBC. 


CKCL is biggest sufferer as a re- 
Station car- 
ried a nightly 15-minute 
devoted to a ‘bingo’ game worked 
with telephone numbers.. This has 
been killed aiong with guessing con- 
tests, etc. 


Three of the CBC’s board of gov- | 
ernors responsible for the new regu- 


lations have had their terms of of- 
fice extended. N. L. Nathanson of 
this city, Allan Plaunt of Ottawa 
and Victor Odlum of Vancouver, ap- 
pointed last year for one-year terms, 
will be in power for another two 
years. Other members of the board 
are: L. W. Brockington, Winnipeg. 
chairman; Rene Morin, Montreal. 


vice-chairman; J. Wilfred Godfrey, 
numerologists, | Halifax; Prof. A. Vachon, Quebec: 
men, | Rev. Canon W. E. Fuller, Campbell- 
morning shot to air mass from St.| Hindu fakirs, ete., have been clut-| ton, and Mrs, Nellie McClung, Vic- 


‘tering up the Canadian airwaves for | toria. 


program | 


PARITY Make Havana Huddle Pretty Yawny 


+ ae 
Havana, Nov. 16 
Second week of the Inter-America 
Radio Conference ended with the 


appointment of more committees, 
sub-committees and  sub-sub-com- 
mittees than hairs on Tarzan’s chest. 
Some work has been accomplished 
but slowly, as most of the delecates 
arc technicians who think three 
times before they speak. 

At the technical committees 1-A 
and 1-B the sessions have been de- 
clared informal, meaning the dele- 
gates take off their coats and talk 
with more confidence, as the diplo- 





mats are absent, and in some of 
| these sessions some gags have been 
| heard and some candor. Prize rep- 


| artee was between Major C. P. Ed- 
wards of Canada and Craven of 
U. S. A. when the Canadian delegate 
| was asked to explain the Canadian 
| proposal for ‘the desirability and 
| possibility of assigning the band of 
| frequencies comprising between 160 
kes and 240 kes to broadcasting, in 
; the American Region.’ 

|. Edwards stood up and mentioned 
(Continued on page 48) 


COUGHLIN AN 
INTERNATIONAL 
PERHAPS 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 

If sufficient pressure is brought on 
church officials by Father Charles E. 
Coughlin admirers to return radio 
priest to ozone, it’s understood an 
international hookup will be ar- 
ranged to carry priest's remarks 
around world, 

Coughlin recently cancelled a 38- 
station indie network, arranged by 
Aircasters, Inc., agency, following a 
tiff with Detroit's new archbishop, 
Edward Mooney, over uncensored 
newspaper release Coughlin issued 
concerning ‘communistic’ tendencies 
of the CIO. Priest’s cancellation af- 
fected only the 38 stations signed, 
and did not cancel local agency's 
contract with priest. 

Former members of Coughlin's 
‘Social Justice’ unio: have started 
agitation for priest’s return to air, 
and expect to carry appeal to Rome. 
If the pressure brings fruit, it’s re- 
ported here Coughlin is ready to 
shoot the works on an international 
hookup, blanketing not only the 
|U. S. and Canada, but probably 
Great Britain and other European 
| countries, 


NICE PRESS IN B. A. 
FOR BOSTON SHOWS 











! 
| Buenos Aires, Nov. 9. 
| Local newspapers are commenting 
, favorably on the announcement of 
| the new programs which will come 
|via WLXAL, Boston, to South 
| America every Friday night in col- 
| laboration with the Pan American 
| Union. Transmissions were agreed 
| upon at the conventions of the PAU 
|in Montevideo and Buenos Aires for 
the purpose of better understanding 
,on the American continent. 
Programs will include plays deal- 
ing with American history under 
| special supervision of Dr. Samuel G. 
Inman, adviser of the U. S. delee 
gation at the Interamerican con- 
vention. 


| Sines 50,000-Watter 


Vienna, Nov. 8. 
Austrian radio commission has the 
|coin earmarked for a new 50,000- 
watt sending station to cost $300,000, 
Will be located on Danube plains 
opposite Vienna. 
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‘NO MUSIC DUBBING’ RULE BLOW AT SOME 
TRANSCRIPTIONISTS; AFM MEMO IN MAILS 








Musicians Contract Now Ready for Station Consid- 
eration—Spokane Meeting Resolution Against 


American Federation of Musicians 


—— ee + 


Federa- 
declared 


Joe N. Weber, American 


tion of Musicians prez, 
Monday (15) that permission to em- 
ploy AFM members will not be ex- 
tended to all transcription manufac- 
turers who apply for licenses. The 
international’s executive board, he 


said. intends to exercise its own 
judgment in determining which of 


these applicants it wants to have on 
the licensee rolls. AFM locals have 
been advised that their members are 
to refrain from working after Dec. 1 
for either transcription or phono- 
graph record manufacturers who 





have obtaired the required 
license. 

One provision in the license 
which is expected to make it tough 
on the operations of a number of 
transcription makers is that banning 
the dubbing of music from one rec- 
ord to another. Several radio disc 
men have expressed themselves as 
highly elated by this taboo, since it 
will remove from the field an ele- 
ment that has held a marked com- 
petitive advantage by offering to 
mix dubbed material wit live 
music. 

Network officials met yesterday 
(Tuesday) with the subcommittee of 
the AFM’s executive board to polish 
the wording of the contract to apply 
in the case of NBC and CBS origi- 
nating stations. Only faction still 
left to’ deal with are the non-af- 
filiated stations. Weber expects to 
eliminate about 159 of these from 
consideration as possible employers 
of added musicians on the ground 
that they are charging $15 or less 
per quarter hour or their net gross 
for the year is less than $17,000. 

Letters 

Negotiating committee for the In- 
dependent Radio Network Affiliates | 
yesterday (Tuesday) started mailing | 
to all stations copies of the final 
schedule and plan of seitlement 
worked out with the AFM’s execu- 
tive board. Accompanying these 
two forms were a couple letters, one 
addressed to the affliated stations 
and the other to broadcasters not 
connected with NBC, Columbia or 
Mutual. Former letter explained in 
detail the background of the negotia- 
tions, how the plan of settlement was 
arrived at, what the acceptance of 
the agreement will mean to the indie 
operators and the procedure that 
must be followed before the collec- 
tive contract can become effective. 


not 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
{ 








Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Doubtful whether further negotia- 
tions will be held between the Chi- 
cago Federation of Musicians and 
NBC as to the new musicians con- 
tract. Present contract expires in 
January, 1938. 

NBC has agreed to the various 
hours and terms of employment for 
the musicians, which calls for a five- 
day week of 25 hours, but has re- 


Carter’s ‘News’ Game 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
Boake Carter, Philco news com- 








s 
+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


mentator on CBS, has lent his mame 
‘to new game called ‘News,’ which 
is being distributed by large game 
company for Christmas sale through- 
out country. 

Gagged to be for kids who want to 
become newspapermen. 





Conditions Perfect 
St. Paul, Nov. 16. 
With radio reception now al- 
lowed for the first time for in- 
mates at Minnesota 


Prison. radioites are saying. it 
should be a good place to make W | P N U ) ( | NG 
surveys of listener interest, as 
listeners would be a cinch. to be 


always at home. 
Majority would likewise be 
an even bet to stick to the final | 
episode of serials. 
' 














802, NEW YORK, PICKETS 
BROOKLYN STATIONS i ae Nov. 16. | 


' | Hard feelings between WFIL and 
Stations WBBC and WVFW in WIP over matter of a tie-up with 
Brooklyn, N. Y., have agreed to ne-| wutual were fanned into the fever 
gotiate with Local 802 regarding in-| zone during past week with the 
stitution of union contracts at the dropping of q.t. hints by WIP that 
stations. | it would shortly begin airing Mutual 

Both stations at first refused to | sustaining shows. 
deal with the unino, which started | WFIL is the regular Mutual outlet | 
picketing them early this weeK.|here. However, ii is also serviced 
After a couple of days of parading, |! py NBC blue and by th. WLW line, | 
stations agreed to sit “own with| which leaves Mutual a little hot be- 
union and discuss matier peaceably.| cause allegedly it can’t get its com- 
Stations have always been outside | mercials cleared due to WFIL biz | 
the local. from other networks. 








three Mutual commercials during the 


| 


( Copy) Ss 


AFFILIATES’ NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE 


20 E. 57th St., New York City 
November 17, 1937. 
Broadcasters: : 

In June of this year the Louisville convention of the American Federation of Musicians 
formulated its demands on the broadcasting industry for increased employment. In July, 
these were transmitted to the industry by being served on the networks by the National 
Executive Board of the Federation which fixed August 14, 1937, as a deadline date. 

In conferences during July and early August the networks executives pointed out to 
the Federation officers the networks had no power or authority to represent Station 
owners generally in responding to the demands or treating with the Federation. Officers 
of the only trade organization in the industry tock the same position. Consequently, the 
Federation. Board postponed the deadline date to September 16, 1987, and gave notice it 
would recommend a nation-wide strike unless the industry took steps to satisfy the 
demands, 

This led to the informal gathering or first convention in New York in August of the 
sroup we now call Independent Radio Networks Affiliates, the selection of this com- 
mittee, first in an advisory capacity, later to negotiate, and the preliminary parleys 
with the Federation and the networks described in our letter to you of August 26, 1937, 

The results of these were reported to the second convention of I.R.N.A. in New York 
in September, pending which the Federation postponed the deadline date to October 15, 
1937. The second convention approved the proposed total expenditure recommended by 
the committee as the basis for settlement. It rejected as insufficient the offer of con- 
tribution submitted by the networks through the committee, It expressed its views on a 


| number of paragraphs in the proposed plan of settlement submitted by the committee for 


State i 





Dolph’s Seattle Visit (ooss two months. 


Seattle, Nov. 16. | sol, Varady of Vienna and Hecker 
Jack Dolph, assistant to Don/|Cereal. In*each case Mutual got 
Thornburgh, vice-prez CBS, flew | around its exclusive termer with’ 
into Seattle one day last week and | WFIL because that outlet couldn’t 
out the next. While here he visited | guarantee how long the time would 
briefly with Mrs. J. C. Boulianne and | be available. 
Dorothy Doernbecher, sister owners Mutual contract with WFIL is un- 
of KVI, CBS Tacoma outlet and H. J.| derstood to be very loose, and 
Quilliam, gen. mgr. KIRO new Seat- | although it has distance still to run, 
tle Columbia affiliate. Mutual exec declared it can be 
Tubby Quilliam took Dolph across | broken by week’s notice from either 
the Sound to his Island estate and/| party. WIP is very anxious to get 
showed him how he could master a/| the tieup to build national prestige. 
steak dinner without the missus. It is now served only by intercity. 


| As a result WIP has been awarded 








inside Stufi—Radio 


WMCA’s, New York, latest, promotional piece on its ‘Six Star Revue,’ a 
daily event running three hours, is a huge one-sheeter with pictures of 
the cast surrounding the sales text. 

In addition to singers and instrumentalists the program is studded with 
sports names (both indoor and outdoor) and has Mae Murray doing a 
Beatrice Fairfax routine. 

General Mills is the lone sponsor at this time, but WMCA has the right 
to get other commercials to assume part of the load, providing the product 
is okay with GM. : 

One-sheeter mentions price as $750 per participating sponsor weekly. 











Clarence Francis, president of General Foods and Harry Wilder, owner 
of WSYR, WNBX and WJTN, were among those reunioning last week at 
Amherst College. Students there at the same time, they have sons in the 
present freshmen class. Other radio advertisers and agency men attended 
the reunion, although one of Amherst’s most famous alumni, Bruce Barton, 





fused to signature the deal unless the 
rule regarding ‘unfair territory’ is 
stricken out or altered. Clause for- 
bids NBC to supply music to any 
station or territory declared unfair 
by the American Federation of 
Musicians, 

President James C. Petrillo of the 
CFM has declared that the contract 
must be signatured by NBC with the 
rule intact, especially since both the 
Columbia and Mutual networks have 
already okayed the contract with the 
rule included. 


Spokane, Nov. 16. 
Group of Pacific northwest station 
operators met in this town last week 
and passed a resolution condemning 
the contract and plan of settlement 
offered to broadcasters by the Amer- 


ican Federation of Musicians. 
Another resolution recommended 


the reorganization of the National 
Association of Broadcasters along 
state and regional lines. 





Network officials in New York ap- 
peared to be iittle worried by the 
action taken by the gathering in 
Spokane. It was pointed out that 
this group could not have been aec- 
quainted with the revised terms of 
the AFM contract, since it had not 
as yet been mailed to any stations. 





Bob Cronin done announcing at 
WTHT. Hartford, to join Connecticut 
state employment service. 
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did not. Barton passed up the get-together, in order to recuperate. at Sea 
Girt, N. J., from the effects of his recent strenuous, successful campaign for 
a New York City congressional seat. 


Art Gerbel of KOMO-KJR, Seattle,.vouches for the veracity of a ‘power 
of radio’ incident reported from Yakima, Washington. A breakfast show 
fed to a special hook-up of small town stations*dramatized a family call 
upon a Chevrolet dealer with a fictitious sale as the punch. | 

After the broadcast a Mr. and Mrs. Johnson with their family are re- 
ported to have exactly duplicated at the Yakima Chevrolet dealer the 
dramatized sales call and consummation fictionized oh the radio show. 
They had been ‘sold’ by the broadcast, 


Radio infringement suit of Daniel L. Brown against the Shuberts and 
their concern, the Select ‘Theatres Corp. and the Witmark Music Library, 
was marked off the Federal Court calendar when attorneys for both 
sides filed 'a stipulation of settlement. Stipulation provided that no 
damages or. profits was to be paid but the defendants admitted Brown's 
| ownership to the operetta ‘Sari.. Brown acquired the rights to the piece 
| in 1911 and, although the musical numbers have been used frequently 
| over the radio, he never benefited in the profits. 





| John B. Kennedy has been hired by the Edison Dictaphone Co. to make 
a whirlwind trip through the east and midwest to interview 10 ‘captains of 
| industry.’ Quizzes will not be aired but staged before businessmen’s lunch- 
| eons in various key towhs. Interviews are stri¢tly a stunt promoton into 
| which the dictaphone outfit will be tied. 

| Green Brodie agency. 


Baroness Helena von Polenz made the testimonial plug on ‘Hiiltop House,’ 


They are Barba- | 


| 


} 
' 


| 


| on the formulation of solutions for the disputed paragraphs. 





| Palmolive soap serial on CBS, reviewed in Variety last week. Name was | 


not caught correctly over the ozone by the reviewer. 


Doug Brinkley, New York redio performer, 
| people think he’s Doe Brinkley, the broadcasting pill-peddler of Del Rio, 
| Mexico. 

Jack Arnold, who played with Ginger Rogers on Lux theatre program 
Nov. i is really her uncle, Vinton Haworth, ex-legiter, gone radio. 





is embarrassed because | 


| 
| 


discussion. The special committee was continued with instructions. 

(1) To develop a formula for allocation among the affiliates of the cost of th 
ment; 

(2) To improve the offer from the networks; and 

(3) To negotiate a satisfactory plan of settlement with the Federation. 


” a 
seas On 


» settles 


c this Was reported to you in our letter of Sepiember i7, 19387, which enclosed a 
questionnaire to elicit the information necessary for arriving at the allocation formula 

Your response to this questionnaire was a remarkable evidence of the willingness of 
the affiliates to co-operate with their own organization in meeting an emergency probe 
lem. Replies were promptly received from all but six or eight out of a total of 289 affil- 
iates, as compared with most unsatisfactory responses to similar requests from other 
quarters. The replies were frank and full. They enabled’ Ernst & Prnst; our ‘account- 
ants, working with our special committee on quota composed of Emile’ J. Gough and 
John Shepard, 3d, to construct a sound and workable basis for the allocation. This was 
in effect, that about 5%% of the last year’s net receipts from the sale of station time 
should be expended during each of the next two years by each affiliate for staff musi- 
cians, except that stations which had spent over that amount could not reduce thate 
expenditure. This was approved by the third convention. The committee and its 
accountants then computed from the returns the actual dollars of increase required from 
each affiliate and, subject to correction for errors, was authorized by the convention to 
submit the result to the Federation Board for final approval. Such approval has been 
obtained, 
The negotiating committee also obtained from the networks a subst; ial incre 
their offer of contribution fimd recommended its acceptance. This p< ager ‘ fr 
N.B.C, and Columbia to contribute to a reimbursement fund a total of $200,000, oe 
to put up the proportion of this total that the aggregate increases required from their 
respective affiliates bear to the total increase under the Plan of Settlement The fund 
will be distributed pro rata to those affiliates which are called upon for an facineas 
under the plan. This was also accepted by the convention. Kach station entitled to 
participate in this fund will be notified of its proportion by Krnst & Ernst. 

in discussing the Plan of Settlement with the Federation Board, between the second 
and the third I.R.N.A. conventions, the Negotiating Committee reached the point where 
complicated legal problems made it essential to retain counsel. For this purpose Rosen- 
biait & Jaffe ef New York were retained. Numerous and lengthy conferences between 
the Federation Board and the Negotiating Committee and their counsel resulted in the 
preparation of a detailed plan of settlement accompanied by a schedule of uniform 
clauses for inclusion in the inlividual contracts to be negotiated by the affiliates and 
their respective local Unions of the Federation. This plan of settlement and the sched- 
ule were submitted to the third convention and explained in full by the committee and 
its counsel, The convention accepted most of the provisions but requested the com- 
mittee te modify others in the light of the legal situation as expounded. by counsel. In 
this discussion. officers and counsel of the networks were invited to participate, and did 
so, with the assurance the networks would accept, on behalf of their eighteen managed 
and owned stations outside the key stations, their share of the burden imposed by the 
plan of settlement on all the affiliates. This share, over and above the contribution of 
$200,000 toward reimbursement mentioned above, will amount to approximately $60,000 
for N.B.C. and $90,000 for Columbia. In addition to this the networks will be required 
by the Federation to increase their expenditures for staff musicians in the key stations, 
this amount aggregating approximately $300,000 per annum for N.B.C. and $180,000 per 
annum for Columbia. , 

Pursuant to the final instructions of the convention regarding the plan-of settlement; 
the Negotiating Committee remained in session in New York after the conclusion of the 
third convention, engaging in long and arduous discussions with the Federation Execu- 
tive Board, accompanied by its ovn counsel and officers and counsel of the networks. 
The latter placed themselves unreservedly at the committee's disposal and gratitude is 
due them for valuable and unselfish aid rendered the industry in the course of these 
meetings. 

These final discussions were critical because of the imperative character of the instruc- 
tions given the committee by the third convention. It was essential to obtain the agi%e- 
ment of the Federation Board te certain modifications of the plan of settlement, yet it 
was difficult to make clear to the Union officials that the plan would fail or would in- 
voive all parties in manifold difficuities if ceriain defecis in it were not remedied, Afier 
encountering an apparent deadlock several times, at last both sides were able to agree 
These are embodied in the 
final text of the plan of settlement and the schedule laid before you with this letter. 

These documents therefore are now in the only form acceptable to the Federation 
which your committee is able to recommend for your acceptance. They should be care- 
fully studied. Extra copies are enclosed for your convenience, You will find they accom- 
plish, among other results and provisions, the following: 

1, The threat of a nation-wide strike will be averted by your agreeing, together with 
all other affiliates, to spend not less than your allocated quota for staff nmiusfcfans dur- 
ing each of the next two years. . 

2. The strike deadline date is now moved forward to December 1, 1937. 

3. Right to use staff musicians for commercial as well as sustaining. programs is 
assured. 

4. Reasonable assurance ig provided that affiliates will not be compelled to accept 
incompetent musicians, - ' 

5. Affiliates retain control over program material and station operations. 

6. Execution of the agreement assures affiliates receipt of network services. ° 

7. Satisfactory provision for notice of termination of employment. ; 

8. Reasonably satisfactory clauses regarding strikes and adjustment of differences. 


ase in 


Your attention is called to paragraph 9 of the Schedule which assu the signing 
Affiliate. that it will receive network programs without objection from}: ne Federation. 
No reference is made in the Schedule to the use of recordings or transcriptions, Negoti- 


ations are still pending between the Federation and the transcription and@cording com- 
panies, but in all the discussions with the Affiliates, assurance was given by the Feders 
ation officers that signing Affiliates could continue to use recordings and transcriptions, 

Together with the above should be considered the network contribution Obtained by the 
committee and accepted by the third convention, = 7 

We have no doubt many questions will arise in the minds of affiliates and their coun- 
—_ ig rong versie a we enclose a copy of opinion furnished by our own ‘counsel. 

e sha ve pleased to endeavor to answer sti addresse \ indiv - 
oy or Grah cae tee tee questions addressed promptly to us individu 

Our position-is clear. We believe a settlement of the Federation's demands is to the 
best interest of the broadcasting industry. We were chosen to negotiate such a settle- 
ment. We have done so. The enclosed copy of the Plan of Settlement and accompany - 
ing Schedule contain what we are satisfied is the best settlement that canbe made, We 
recommend it to the industry. : : 
With this explanation the committee has discharged the major part of its responsibili- 
ties to the industry, The rest is up to you. If the settlement is accepted by the 
Affiliates with substantial unanimity, a strike will-have been averted and, we believe, 
a foundation laid for harmonous understanding with what is rather inelegantly called 
Labor in this industry. If the settlement is not so accepted, it will be up to the Federa- 
tion, with its virtual monopoly of the supply of instrumental musicians in this country, 
to decide whether to withhold or to use what is rather politely called its economic power 
in order to impose or exact, instead of discussing terms of employ ment, : 

We leave it to you and to the industry to choose between the method of solution wé 
recommend and the conduct recommended by others who advise you merely to stick your 
head in the sand and leave your posterio: exposed, : 

Now as to procedure if you accept the Plan. I 

You and your local Union will both be advised of the amount of vour allocated quota 
of annual expenditure for staff musicians under the Plan of Settlement.” You should 
communicate with your Local at once and negotiate for the quantity of service you will 
receive, for this expenditure, In case of doubt, or in case you think you are being un- 
fairly treated by your Local, this committee or its members will be glad to give you any 
advice of which it is capable. Beyond that, we are authorized to refer you for help to 
the Station Relations department of the network with which vou are affiliated. -Finally, 
as, under the laws of the Federation, an employer may appeal to the Federation, we are 
assured the national office of the Federation will take cognizance of any alleged case of 
injustice and endeavor to work out a satisfactory compromise. 

The terms agreed upon between yourself and your Local should be reduced to writing 
and a copy of the enclosed Schedule attached to each copy of the agreement. Your copy 
ind the Local's should be separately executed by each of you but not by both. You 
copy, executed only by yourself, should then be forwarded by vou to Ernst & Ernst, 
attention of Mr. A. J. Eckhardt, 19 Rector Street, New York City. The Local’s copy: 
executed only by it, should be forwarded by it to the Federation office in New . York 
City. Doth copies will then be held in escrow by the recipients until the deadline date. 

If, by the deadline date, a sufficient number of executed contracts are not deposited 
ip escrow, the Negotiating Committee will endeavor to get the agreement ef the Feder- 
ition to a further extension of the deadline date or the Federation will exercise its right 
to terminate further negotiation and set in motion the procedure for a call to stop Work. 

If, by the original or extended deadline date, the number of executed contracts de- 
posited in escrow is sufficient for Federation to declare the Plan operative, Ernst & 
Ernst Will be authorized by the committée to exchange copies with the Federation office, 
‘ rch side delivering to the other the executed copies fur transmittal to the respective 
parties, Upon receipt by you of the copy executed only by the Local, you should «om 
plete its execution by yourself. The Plan will then be in effect and its operatton will be 
guided by the terms of the enclosed Plan of Settlement and Schedule. 

Your committee’s work is not yet entirely concluded, as‘ the above will indicate. 

The former chairman of your committee resigned last month. The funds supplied by 
you in response to the original call in August will be accounted for by the treasure! 
L.. B. Wilson. If you have not yet sent the contribution already requested, it would be 
mpreciated if you do so at once. In the event th completion of the work requires @ 
further payment it will be invited. Needless to say the commitiee expenditures ha’ 
heon carefully watched, and members of the committee have paid many of their own 
personal expenses in order to husband the fund, 
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Radio Daffodils =f 





IT’S GRANDPA FEYHL 
AFTER STOMACH OP 


| 
! 











Jersey Cit 5 
‘Melodies Off the Record. 
Chicag 


ded by i id H 
eee arranged similar auditions for 


blatt’s annual gift to their employees.’ 


Philad 
weather 
throat of Wal 
hoarse on a 
It rover fails, and 
tencrs familiar with the gag. 


cloudy day and passes 


p « C I Ol Ts 
Philadel hia Barbara Boyd, cond 8) tr 
j ! ‘ ad M1 Ss. N icholas Biddle I hilade Iph a socls "EDIS + ec | 
nauce > c < Ocls € t t to t f mi: l 


dinner on the stage oO 


ter or two fe use. 
get a pointer or two for future u 


Washington—Chance remark of an office employee of WRC-WMAL, to 
a > - , . 

the effect that swanky new studios hz tants 
esulted in immediate establishment of missing convenience. 
res 6 





NORTHWEST MUTUAL 
STATIONS HUDDLE 


Tacoma, Nov. 16. 

First group meeting of the Pacific 
Northwest Mutual network is to be 
held here this week, Nov. 17-18-19. 
Carl Haymond, president of the new 
group, will be in charge of the ses- 
sions which are called for the pur- 
) ose of discussing the chain and the 
part it is playing in this section. 

On the last day of the session rep- 
resentatives of John Blair & Co. 
will outline broadcasters’ sales plans. 

Louis Wasmer, sec. and treas., Spo- 
kane, will be on hand at the three- 
cay session. 

Gill Asst. te Feyhl 
Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Robert Gill has been upped from 

ab staff at WCAU to assistant to 
Horace Feyhl, production manager. 
Feyhl has just returned to work fol- 
lowing an operation. 

Increase in production department 
made necessary by many additional 
local shows since station acquired 
house band three weeks ago. 


y—WAAT has one of the most honest program titles in radio: 


ldblatt’s department store holding program auditions at- 
ssp buyers and other help. Radin executives, most of whom 


elphia—WDAS now kiddingly supplemerts official government 
forecasts each morning with announcement on condition of the 
ter Monroe, one of its elevator operators. Monroe’s voice gets 


is regarded as highly authentic by small group of lis- 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Horace Feyhl, WCAU production 
director, went to the hospital for a 
stomach operation 
grandfather. 

While he was confined, his 
daughter gave birth to a baby girl. 
Now he can’t live it down. 


School Sets Increase 


past cou, 2 years, term them ‘Goid- 








out completely with coming of rain 


Regina, Sask., Nov. 16. 

Insiallation of receiv'ng sets in 
‘ : . : schools continues to expand in the 
WCAU Women's Club, | nomin on. Throughout Cancda 
there are at present more than 200 
f the station’s auditorium so that commontfolks could | public schools with sets, while 300 
ets are in private institutions or 

public schools where teachers 

»| personally bought outfits 
ad ‘everything but a ping-pong room, | + aNed them for the benefit 


| studenis. 





| the Department of Education airs ed- 
ucational programs on CJRM, 
Regina. Among the provinces, Sas- 
katchewan js third in the number 
|of schools sporting radios in class- 


rooms 


| SAME SHOW AFTER 3 YRS. 


| 

} . 

| Insurance Sponsor Returns Identical | 
| 


Set-Up to WLW 





Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 

State Automobile Insurance Co., 
Columbus, O., one of the _ oldest 
sponsors on WLW, and which went 
off the air in 1934 when its business 
reached the maximum allowed by a 
state law, returns on that station 
Nov. 21 in its old spot and with 
practically the same line-up of talent 
as before. 

A Sunday program, from 9:45 to 
10 p.m., it will have Wells Ginn as 
narrator, an orchestra directed by 


Hart Visits Hollywood 
Detroit, Nov. 16. 

Herschell Hart, radio ed of Detroit 
News, who gives New York and Chi- 
tago radio colonies the o.o. several 
times annually, is off to Hollywood 
for three-week look-see at new ether 
‘capital.’ 

It’s his first time west as radio 
columnist, end Hart’s wondering if 








William Stoess, a choir and Kresup | he'll have to pass up Gotham or 
|Erion, soprano, as_ soloist. Only | Chicago in future in order to be able 
{change in principals is that Miss| to make jaunt to Coast for column 
| 


Erion replaces Mary Woods as vocal- | material. 
ist. | 

Company, which hss broadcast ex: | 
clusively on WLW, was one of the 


Al Donahue Waxes Audition 
Al Donahue will dise a half hour 








smallest in Ohio’s auto insurance] __ ; 
eee bag variety show, and attempt to sel! 

oy ” hen ~ ane Now it is one} himself and his outfit to a sponsor. 
of the largest. | Show will include Durelle Alex- 
| ander, vocalist with the band in the 


John E. Reilly, WMEX, Bosto.: 
program chief, sporting a bad left 
eye, shrouded by dark glasses. 


Rainbow Room, N. Y., a stringe en- 
semble composed of eight members 
of the outfit, and his chorus. 





In the province of Saskatchewan | 
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and came out a/ 


| the book serves as a 


| 
| 
| 
j 











Modern Touch 





Columbus, Nov. 16: 
According to reports to the 
Better Business Bureau here 
residents in one section of the 
city were fleeced by a lad sell- 


ing magazine subscriptions. 
Said he was a member of Major 
Bowes’ Amateur unit playing 


on Broad theatre stage. 
Needed only 200 more points 
to win a 


rent 


scholarship and room 





el 








and ine) SEATION MANAGEMENT 


of the 


WISES UP STAFFERS 


M.Jwaukee, Mov. 1§ 
Station WTMJ 
a book 
Practice,’ which contains orders and 
nstructions covering all the general 
operating conditions of the station. 
Published under the direction of 
Walter Damm, promotion manager, 
reference and 
for all em- 


here has just is- 


sued labeled, ‘Standards of 


source book of 
ployees, 
pages giving explicit info as to what 
the station expects from each job- 
holder as to duties, responsibility, 
hours, .pay auditions, handling of 
shows, sales procedure, ete. 


rules 


Tom Lane to Y.&R. 


Tom Lane has left WOR publicity 
department to join Young & Rubi- 
cam agency’s bailyhoo bureau. Step- 
ping into the spot at the Bamberger 
broadcaster is Dick Dorrance, Jr., 
son of the account exec at the 
Brooke, Smith, French & Dorranc> 
agency. 

Six months ago Johnny Johns‘one 
brought Lane to WOR from the N.Y. 


| Herel Tribune staff. 


+ 





| When 


Runs through some 40-odd | 


| Council 
| eral 


Station's Guaranteed Audience-Getter: 
Moves in on Scandal Investigation 


Buffalo, Nov. 16. 
interest-grabbing broad- 
cast of the Buffalo season—any sea- 
son—is WKBW’s 
offering daily broadcasts direct from 


Biggest 


scoop. Station is 


City Hall in the Council's current 
payroll-padding investigation which 
threatens to produce the largest 
cardsl ever known here 

Hivh interest in the affrir centers 
around allegations of WPA _ super- 
visors holding several jobs under as- 
sorted names. 

A subnoena was issued for the 
mavor by the council's snecial in- 


vestivator. but on Frid«v_ w! 
southt for the a. & a.. 
knew where he was. 
Naturally the thing 
all the headlines, has 
weather from. casual 
and nulls a big 
for WKBW. 
Hearings 
(17) 
station 


noon with 


en he 
was nobody 
has snatched 
ousted the 
conversation 
listener percentage 


tomorrow 

Hall and 
after- 
the aminations, 
quiz opened last week, 
hasty scheduling led to considerable 
hopping, back and forth between 
WKBW and WGR as time clearing 
was difficult. Morning schedule was 
toughest to make. 

So Roger Baker, who handles an- 
nouncing and arrangements, asked 
for all afternoon mectings where 
time could be more easily cleared. 
committee complied. Gen- 
feeling is that hearings should 


resume 
City 
the 


will 
at 2 o'clock in 
will be on air all 
cross-ex 


the 


|be open to public in all ways pos- 





| 
| 
| 


sible. 

Idea of interest in broadcasts may 
be gathered from the fact that on 
Friday afternoon between 2:15 and 
2:30, 210 calls asking if the session 


would be aired jammed the small 
WKBW switchboard to capacity, 
Telephone company urged: ‘For —— 


make an announcement on the 
air—you're tying up the Washington 
exchange!’ 














“100 Men and a Girl’ 





... Or an accordianist... 
or a comedian...or a 
dramatic grcup-—name it! 


We 





50,000 WATTS » PHILADELPHIA 


it! 
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A Little Less Over-the-Transom Biz 
Would Do Locals Good, Says Gould 


+ 





Just Go Ahead 


Knoxville, Nov. 16. 
WNOX now running a 15-min. 
sustainer on Monday evenings, 
titled ‘Conversation.’ 
Program is just what its label 


Baltimore, Nov. 16. 


Current slacking off of national 
and network usage of time might be 
a blessing in disguise for many radio 
stations, according to Purnell Gould, 
commercial manager of WFBR here. 
Radio stations dependent upon piped 





i i a njoying bullish . . 
a no eg ss ap of 1g ail ren suggests. Station selects five 
yings so long, j ecte : r 
weeps = y & citizens, groups ‘em around the 


the potentialities close at hand, with 


mike, drops a subject in their 


spots the predominating, and in : 
k ; AEE sr FORD PE laps at start of program and 
many cases, the only services offered a Rang ee: grep ~e 

’ ets 1e qui » Ww > 
for local sale. There’s dough right +t ' ‘in | . daha 
j . atter for the ens arter- 
in your own back yard, says Gould, ee er for the ensuing q 

10Ur. 








and all that’s needed is some origi- 

» nality of presentation and a proper 
understanding of the merchandising 
needs and possibilities of the local | 
set-up. 

One plan utilized by Gould in the 
promotion of this plan was_ in- 
augurated recently and has resuited | 
in signing up 39 new accounts jor | 





Agencies—Sponsors 





Kay Jewelry Co., Boston, pushing | 
| its retail jewelry with 29 15-minute | 
radio bingo shows, twice weekly, on | 
| WAAB. Placed through Ad-Masters 





series of regular periods over 13 | Was! t ~ 
weeks. Making use of a portable | Ce.” Washington, 22. 
P raile 
studi put ino a aailer and! shubert Theatre, Boston, making | 
: , P | known its productions with 9 125- 


grams, WFBR has organized the vari- 
m : word announcements each on WNAC | 





ous business sub centers located in | = ‘ 

concentrated neighborhoods and | and WAAB. Harry M. Frost Co. 
communities close at hard. Tying | € agency. 
in the sectional merchants to a/| 
strictly localized program of com- WNBX, Springiieid, Vt., has been | 


added to CBS stations broadcasting 
the Ford Symphony Hour. New 
local business at WNBX_ includes: 
6 10-minute sports shots weekly on 
an evening slot, for Ballantine Ale, 
Hays Agency of Burlington, Vt., | 


| 
munity news, views and pefsonal- | 
ities, with certain nights designated | 
as regular neighborhood events, set- | 
up has clicked from the start with | 
merchants and sub-centers, not yet | 
contacted, clamoring for inclusion. | 








a SS eT | 









An Act of God is news in any man’s 
language. A twister strikes with § 
the speed and cruelty of a bullwhip. * 
People must be warned of its intensity, 
its course, and its progress. It is news 
—and more—in the Carolinas. 

The threat of twister in North Carolina, 
September last year, sent WBT’s trained 
special events crew racing 300 miles 

over dangerous roads to Edenton —to be 
there when it struck. The ocean had 
been sucked nearly a mile out to sea. 
Edenton waited for the tidal wave that 
might sweep it off the map. The four WBT 
men risked their lives to broadcast 
to the Columbia Network over the 


only line out of Edenton. 


Another thrilling WBT show. 


Edenton, a town of 3500 on the North 
Carolina coast 300 miles from Charlotte, 
is in WBT’s regular Listening Area. 








}expects to stick its hand out for 
| word 


| Providence. 
inell & Newell, 


(Statler 
on 


| divided 


placing account and Ozzie Wade 
drawing the mike assignment; 6 
quarter hour ‘Eb arid Zeb’ transcrip- 
tions weekly, one year, for Zeno’s 
Bakery, Bellows Falls, Vt.; three-a- 
week 15-minute live talent programs 
| titled ‘Dan Cupid in Person,’ for 
| Wellwood Furniture, Springfield; a 
half-hour once-weekly feature, ‘For 
Men Only,’ Wilson Clothing Com- 
pany, Rutland, Vt., the sponsor. 





Let’s Play Games, in the interest 
of Vapex (E. Fougera & Co., N.Y.C.), 
is on WAAB with 22 15-minute pro- 
| grams. Small & Seiffer Adve: tising | 
| Agency, N.Y., placed. 








Casein Co. of America, Inc., N.Y.C., 
its | 
26 100- 
WEAN, | 


with 
Cor- | 


Glue business 
announcements on 
Agency is Geyer, 
Inc., N-Y.C. 


Casco 


M. A. King Co., Somerville, 
Tissue), placing 214 
WAAB, Boston. Chambers 
Wiswell, the agency. 
icone 
Inc. (Betty Dixon | 
sponsoring on W4JTN, |} 
N. Y., ‘Donald Novis |} 
transcribed by Radio Fea- | 
{ 

| 


Mass. | 
spots 


& | 


Stearn’s, Can- | 
| dies), is 

| Jamestown, 
| Sings,’ 
tures, Inc. 

Gude’s Pepto Mangan has broken | 
with a campaign on 35 stations in | 
major markets across the c»puntry. 
Using thrice-weekly daytime one- | 
min. e.t.’s for 39 weeks. Morse Inter- | 
national is the placing agency. } 

— | 

Brown-Williamson Tobacco Co. | 
started a daily 60-minute sports | 
period on WJJD yesterday (16), with 
Warren Brown, Hearst sportswriter, 
heading the spieler. Show is being 
in six parts; namely, 
questions and answers, roundtable 
discussion with Russ Hodges and 
Jimmy Dudley joining Brown in the 
hotstoving palaver on the outlook of 
the baseball season, race results, an 
editorial period by Brown and a 
sport celebrity interview. 

Members of the WJJD staff are be- | 
ing assigned to cover all sorts of | 
sports events from banquets to bike | 
races, with the idea of airing exclu- | 
sive stuff. Avalon cigarets is the 
product plugged and B.B.D.&O. is | 
the placing agency. 











Cooper Coffee Co. of Waco, Texas, | 
kas gone on WACO, on a six-months’ | 
contract, with a _ call-letter-attach- 
ment series of plugs. 


George H. Hartman agency, Chi- | 
cago, scheduling Stark Piano plug- | 
| 


ging on WBBM for six before seven 
a.m. shots a week. Four will blast 
away for pianos, and other two for 
accordions. 





Grove’s Nose Drops being plugged 
daily, except Sunday, over WGY, 
until March 28, 1938, through Stack- | 
Goble. 





WWSW, Pittsburgh, has sold spon- 
sorship of Community Forum broad- 
casts from Schenley High School 
auditorium to Rhea’s Bakery for en- 
tire season. Program will go on the 





air every Monday night from 8:15 
to 10 p.m., with Dr. Bernard Clausen 
directing Forums. Account placed 
by Elsie Lichtenstul. 

Sherman Clay & Co. (musical in- 
struments, etc.) has renewed for six 
months its nightly two-hour program 
of recorded music over KJBS, San 
Francisco, and KQW, San Jose. 

Sunfood Fruits is using three spot 
announcements weekly on the ‘Alarm 
Klock Klub’ and three weekly on 
‘To the Ladies’ over KJBS, San 
Francisco. 








Aircasters, new Detroit agency, 


‘has increased its staff, with Violet 
Cory coming jin to assume _ full 
charge of media. 

Officers in the firm now stand: 
Stam Boynton, prez; Phil Christol, 
v.p. and account exec on radio; 
Ralph Campbell, treasurer in charge 


of research; Edwin C. 
secretary and account exec. 

W. E. Long ad agency, Chicago. 
using transcribed series of historical 
announcements to plug Carpenter's 
Bread on WTMJ, Milwaukee. Plugs 
are one minute long, 30 seconds of 


tooth powder. 

Liberty Orchards Co., Cashmere. 
Wash., through Beaumont & Hohman 
agency, is sponsoring anouncements 
on the ‘Alarm Klock Klub’ program 





Sports Callers Rare; Few in Training 


Chicago Finds Few Standout. Football Play-by- 
Players—NBC ‘Auditions’ Flopped 


a 








One Way to Train "Em 





Asbury Park, Nov. 16. 
Ed Hill, in addition to his du- 
ties as sports editor of the As- 


bury Parl: “ress, is broadcast- 
ing two high school football 
games a week over WCAP, 


sponsored by the Jersey Central 
Power & Light Co. 

Airings take in Friday night 
games of Neptune High, fol- 
lowed by Saturday afternoon 


description of Asbury Park 
High’s gridiron contest. He fig- 


ures trying to work color into 
none too flashy schoolboy games 
without benefit of press booth 
and ‘further handicapped by 
over - enthusiastic youngsters 
leaping into his line of vision 
and yelling in the mike pro- 
vides splendid practice which 


tends te counterbalance the 
poor pay. 

Hill, a 250-pounder played 
center for Temple 10 years 
ago. 








placing weekly 


| years at 8:30 a.m daily, to the 1:45 


| drama’s new 
' * 


| morning show, 





daily except Sunday over KJBS, San 
Francisco. 





Seven-Up Bottling Co., through 
Beaumont & Hohman, San Francisco, 
transcribed 15- 
over KQW, San} 


minute programs 
Jose, Cal. 


Crawford Furs has taken two | 
strips across the board on WIP, 
Philly. One morning and one eve- 
ning. Furrier is putting on 15 min- 
utes of women’s news and music 
from 9:20 to 9:45 every morning and 
15 minutes of dance music at 8:30 
every evening. 





WXYZ, Detroit, 
Worth, Housewife, 


shifted ‘Ann 
aired for two 


has 


, 


p.m. stanza. 
Closer to tea time for domestic 
sponsor, Salada tea. 


Oxo, Ltd. (beef cubes), through | 
Doremus & Co., San Francisco, is 
sponsoring a new twice weekly 





using Clarence Hayes, | 
Singer and guitarist, starting Nov. 16 


over KPO, San Francisco; KHQ, | 
Spokane; KOMO, Seattle; KGW. | 
| Portland; NBC-Red outlets. Pro-| 


gram, set for 13 weeks, originates in | 
the web’s San Francisco studios. 





Cardinet Candy Co., Oakland, 
through Tomaschke-Elliott Co., has 
renewed its ‘Night Editor’ programs 
with Hal Burdick for another 13 
weeks. Quarter-hour programs are 
aired Sunday nights over an NBC- 
Red network, including KPO, San 
Francisco; KHQ, Spokane; KOMO, 
Seattle; KGW, Portland: KFI, Los 
Angeles; KTAR, Phoenix; KGIR,. 
Butte; KGHL, Billings; KDYL, Salt 
Lake City; KOA, Denver. Renewal 
is effective Dec. 5. 





| 

Railway Express Agency, through | 
the Caples Co., New York, plugging 
its pickup and delivery service in 
one-minute spots with weather re- 
ports nightly except Sunday for 
eight weeks on KGO, San Francisco. 





Refrigeration & Air Conditioning 
Institute of Chicago is pushing its 


this rich market regularly. 





Modern Miracles correspondence 
school for 13 weeks over WBZ and 
WBZA,  Boston-Springfield, Mass. 


Placed through James R. Lunke & 
Associates of Chi. 





Lenfestey, | 


which is used for incidents in Mil- 
waukee’s history during past 70 
years. 

‘Wife Versus Secretary’ waxes | 
five days a week on KSFO, San 
Francisco, via Blackett, Sample & 
Hummert, New York for Dr. Lyons 


RCA, Boston, using a live show to | 
|push its radio product. Cast has | 
Rakov’s orch, Rhythm Girls and Ar- 
| thur Amadon, baritone. Contract for | 
|13 weeks (half-hour) placed direct 
lover WBZ and WBZA, Boston- | 
| Springfield, Mass. And the RCA|! 
| Mfg. Co., of Camden, N. J., is using | 
| the twin NBC stations for 13 weeks | 
of Monday through Saturday Victor | 
|dise shows, ‘Music As You Desire! 
It. Direct. 


| 


| 


Sitrox Facial Tissue Cream is plac- | 
|ing a campaign of two-minute an- 
nouncemenis through the Franklin- 
Bruck agency. 





Macy Jewelry Co., newly opened 
St. Louis credit jewelry house, using 
WIL with a new tiein. Company 
guarantees to furnish time, any hour 








of the day or night, by calling store 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

General opinion around here holds 
that there is an acute shortage of 
announcers capable of handling net- 
work football bioadcasts. At the 
same time none of the three web 
headquarters will admit doing any- 
thing in the way of developing men 
for next season. 


At the present time, there are but 
five announcers doing football who 
are considered first-rate by network 
executives. Both Don Wilson and 
Hal Totten are out of the running 
this season; Wilson because of com- 
mercial commitments, and Totten 
because of routine stuff in Ct sO 


and their loss has been felt. 


Of the five acceptable announcers. 
three are from the midwest: 
Brandt, formerly of WROK, Rock- 
ford; Ford Pearson, formerly of 
WFAM-WSBT, South Bend: and Red 
Barbour, currently with WLW-Line. 
Both Brandt and Pearson are now 


Lynn 


with NBC. The other two men are 
CBS’s Ted Husing, and Bill Stern 
NBC’s N. Y. man. 


When asked why they don’t try to 


develop talent along these lines, and 
for special events work where a 
shortage also occurs, net executives 
point to NBC’s auditions of a couple 
seasons back. In these, pictures of 
a Northwestern game were run oif 


at normal speed, and announcers al- 
lowed to audition, calling the plays. 


During the audition, nothing de- 
| veloped, so the boys claim it’s im- 
|; poss ible to develop such talent 

by phone. ‘Night and Day’ is the 


theme song of the program. 


McKesson-Rebbins (Calox 
powder) buying time-signals on mid- 
west stations. Biz being placed by 
J. Walter Thompson Chicago office 


tooth 





Nu-Enamel Stores, Cincinnati, 300 


spot announcements on WCKY. 








FOUND- 


A NEW MARKET 


OF 


400,000 


WJTN, Jamestown, N. Y., is 
the only station which meres 
t 
includes the rich oil-well re- 
gions of Northwestern Penn- 
sylvania as well as the famous 
Chautauquar grape area. It is 
singularly good — because 
these good spenders haven't 
been subjected to so many in- 
tensive advertising campaigns 
as elsewhere. 


| LOTS OF MONEY TO SPEND 


‘It all poils down to this. 
There’s a rich, practically un- 
‘touched market here. The 


highly efficient WJTN gives 
you complete coverage of 4 
| fresh market, at low rates. It’s 
a real tip—an apportunity for 
you, at a price which is pro- 
portionately far below the re- 
'sults you'll get. 
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~ RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, !deas) 








Outstanding Stunts 





Dance Music 
Alternatives 
WJR, DETROIT 











Late Evening Specials _ 

; pao ‘ 

For late stay-uppers who don't 
want dance music, WJR has ar- 
ranged a nightly menu of non-swing 


libre. New sked includes: 
©* Mionday, 10:30 p.m., ‘WJR Pre- 
sents’ with full orchestra under 


Samuel Benavie, chorus under Don 
Large, and Helen Hadley, soprano. : 

Tuesday, 11:15 p.m., “Reminiscing 
with Frankie Connors, pit tenor at 
Fox theatre here, with full orches- 


tra. E } 

Wednesday, 11:15 p.m., The 
Beachcomber,’ with Arthur Court- 
ney White, oldtime actor, as m.c. of 
show with Benavie’s band and male 
chorus under Don Large. Special 
script for White by WJR’s Geraldine 
Elliott. ie 
= Thursday, 11:15 p.m., ‘Solo Night, 
with members of WJR orchestra in 
favorite numbers. ; 

Friday, 11:15 p.m., ‘This Week in 
Review.’ with Jane Schermerhorn, 
society ed of Detroit Times, parading 
local debs before mike; Harry Wis- 
mer reviewing sports; news of week 
dramatized by the ‘Mummers,’ and 
studio band playing hit tunes of 
week, 





Ida Bailey Allen’s Group 
New York City. 

Ida Bailey Allen has organized 
a Consumers Homemaking Advisory 
Committee which is designed (1) to 
ballyhoo her narticipatory-nlug pro- 
gram on WHN, N. Y.: (2) to get 
housewives interested in combating 
as a body the rising prices of food 
commodities. 

Women have been lined un from 
among those who have written fan 
letters to the radio recive-reader. 
Groups hold meetings which Mrs. 
Allen attends. 





Vox Pop Angle 
Roanoke, Va. 

WDBJ is running a man-in-street 
program, on which the principles of 
a nrize raffle are incorporated. 

Each person is quizzed on one 
question, and given a numbered slip. 
one half of which is deposited in a 





box. At the end of each broadcast 
the winning number is drawn, and 
the lucky-number holder gets a gift 
from the jewelry firm sponsoring 
the program, 





Radio Charity Gesture 
Seattle. 
Several local stations participated 
in shut-in party given by local lodge 
of Elks, an annual affair, by furnish- 
ing the talent. About 500 men, 
women, boys and girls, many of 
whom only get out of their beds on 
this occasion, enjoyed the stage show 
and big feed that followed. Local 
taxis and private cars brought the 
unfortunates to the lodge rooms and 
returned them without charge. 
Nearly all present, ardent dialers 
and radio critics, got their first look 
at some of the talent. 





Vox Pop In Night Club 
Philadelphia. 

WFIL has started new tri-weekly 
variation of ‘Man on the Street’ 
show called ‘The Man with the 
Magic Blades.’ Conducted by Jim 
Willard from Arcadia-International 
Restaurant. 

Takes roving mike around to tab- 
les, inviting diners to pick a paddle 
inscribed with questions and answers 
poking fun at fortune-tellers. 





‘Sponsored Program Service’ 

St. Louis. 
To aid many of its accounts that 
cannot afford expert advertising and 
merchandising service WTMV has 
inaugurated its Sponsored Program 
Service with Thomas J. Connelly, 
former advertising manager of a St. 
Louis Building Supply Co. as Pro- 
motion Director. Service includes 
the preparation of store and counter 
displays, ad material, direct mail 
copy and general merchandising ef- 


forts 
torts. 


Idea was conrsived by William H.! 


West, general manager of WTMV, 
who learned that many, of the sta- 
tion’s accounts could not afford to 
hook up with their radio campaigns 
because of the absence of advertis- 
ing and promotion talent in their 
own organizations. 





Chateau Cheese Contest 
Boston. 
Borden (Chateau Cheese) is giving 
five $37 Benrus watches away each 
week to the five best answers on 
Why I Like Borden’s Chateau Cheese. 
Either a Chateau wrapper or fac- 





simile plus the writer’s name and 
that of the grocer, must accompany 
the answer of 25 words or less, 
Show, a takeoff on the March of 
Time, dramatizing the week in news 
from the editorial rooms of the 


Yankee Network News Service, has | 


a WNAC, Boston, wire. 





Frolicmakers’ Pledge 
Boston. 

Sandra Bruce, WCOP, Boston, an- 
nouncer, has started a Frolic Club, a 
noonday disc show. Bruce is the 
Chief Frolicmaker, and printed mem- 
bership cards are mailed on request 
to all potential Frolicmakers who 
promise to be faithful listeners to 
the Frolicmakers at least once every 
month. In addition, each member 
promises to either write or person- 
ally visit WCOP as guests of Bruce. 

Some 500 have already signed. And 
each day finds the reception room 
crowded with fans, who get a kick 
out of speaking to Miss Bruce and 
personally requesting their favorite 
wax tunes, It’s a good pull, and it’s 
the first time for some of them to see 
a radio show. 





Educational Painting Book 
Boston. 
Mac ’n’ Moore, male comedy turn 
for Planters’ Peanuts over WBZ and 
WBZA, Boston-Springfield, Mass., will 
send a 32-page educational painting 
book, tagged America’s Famous Men 
and Why They Are, to anyone send- 
ing in either 10 five-cent peanut 
wrappers, 10 Jumbo wrappers, or 50 
penny bag wrappers. 
Twenty-six pages are blank. 





WBIG’s Obit Stunt 
Greensboro, N. C. 

WBIG has put out a nice attent.on- 
seizer for trade circles and ad 
agencies in a memoriam card, black- 
edged. Copy reads: ‘In memoriam 
for the dollars lost and the good-will 
still ungained by those who are not 
using WBIG for their sales and serv- 
ice message...’ 

And in smaller type the station 
gets in a few jabs in its own specific 
be*alf. Makeup of the card is very 


+ +4, 
atic tive, 





Promotes Bowling Tourney 
Rock Island, Ill. 

WHBF is sponsoring a contest to 
select the ten best bowlers in the 
tri-cities (Rock Island, Moline and 
Davenport) which will culminate in 
a tourney late this winter from 
which will emerge the top king- 
pinner of the pin-spillers, 

Contest to choose the ten best is 
being conducted via public vot ng for 
favorites or friends. WHBF ties in 
the contest with commercial pro- 
grams carried for local bowling 
alleys. 





—m 


Longine Pays Off Smaller Stations 
And Sales Reps in Merchandise 





Football Takes Cut 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
Stoney McLinn thinks the 
depresh must just have arrived 
at the University of Michigan. 
Last year he etherized a Penn- 
Michigan football rally to 
which the mid-west university 

sent a 125-piece band. 
This year they sent 

set of transcriptions. 





him a 











JIM SHOUSE MOVES IN 


New Crosley V.P,. Now on Job In 
Cincinnati 








Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 

James Shouse started Monday 
(15) on his new job of vice-president 
of the Crosley Radio Corp., in charge 
of its WLW and WSAI stations, He 
is moving his family here from St 
Louis where he was general man- 
ager of KMOX, of the CBS web. 

While Shouse is familiar with the 
Columbia set-up, his present posi- 
tion calls for acquaintance with the 
workings and business angles of four 
other networks: NBC Red and Blue, 
Mutual, and the WLW Line, in all 
of which WLW and WSAI figure. 

Shouse is no stranger to Cincy. He 
was graduated from high school in 
Ft. Thomas, Ky., across the Ohio 
river, and also from the University 
of Cincinnati. 


Channing Pollock Heads 
New H. J. Heinz Matinee 


H. J. Heinz Co. is readying a new 
edition of the ‘Magazine of the Air.’ 
Channing Pollock, critic and com- 
mentator; Ray Block Chorus, and the 
Mark Warnow orchestra will com- 
prise the talent for the new show 
which was auditioned last week. 
Maxon agented, 








Marjorie Posselt, concert violinist, 
has fiddle ensemble show on WMEX, 
Boston. 


a 


Longine watches, heretofore chief- 
ly clinging to big stations in major 
markets for placement of its time- 
Signals, is spreading out into the 
small markets across the country. 

In majority of instances account 
is spending no actual money in buy- 
ing the small broadcasters but pay- 
ing off in merchandise. Stations ac- 
cepting such an arrangement will 
use the time-pieces as prizes in ether 
contests or as Christmas gifis. Sta- 
tion reps, when they figure in on the 


too. 
tions. 

Longine propositions the big sta- 
tions in the major markets with the 
same payoff method, but the ac- 
count gets nixed in most instances. 
Bigger broadcasters demand a cash 
payment, 


STATIONS OWN 
SALES SET-UP 
CLICKS 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Gross sales of $30,000 for the first 
two weeks operation of its Chicago 
office were reported this week by 
Don Withycomb, g.m. of WFIL. He 
declared this figure represents more 
business than the total secured by 
WFIL from the Chicago area in the 
past six months. 

Opening of the Chi office, which 
al%> covers Detroit, followed open- 
ing of a New York office in August. 
Time sales of about $250,000 have 
been secured there in the past three 
months, according to Withycomb. 
Plans are ‘now under way for a San 
Francisco or Los Angeles head- 
quarters. 
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Telephone Lines 40%, of Operating 


Costs of Muzak: Service Is Not 





Competing with Live Music 


Muzak, which now furnishes 300, 
New York hotels, niteries, clubs and, 
in addition, private homes with wired 


music, is grossing into about $20,000 
$250,000 


continuously 


per month, or nearly per | 


year. Studios operate 
off recordings on a 24-hour schedule. | 
from $35 


+.* $400 per month, depending on the 


Rates for the service vary 


type. 
Agreement concluded last month 
with local 802 of the musicians’ 


union will, however, result in with- | 


drawal from most hotels within 90} 
days, and result in a cut of about! 
10% of the gross biz. Expansion 


program, in new field of residential 
sales, “is currently being developed. 
Figured as a new toy for the swank, 
with sales talk based on the fact that | 
there are no announcements. Home| 
service costs $300 a year up. 


Three types of programs make up 
-Muzak’s wire service, and these are 
known as the purple, red and green 
network. Purple accounts for 60% 
of the biz, and includes luncheon, 
cocktail and dinner music. with 


dance music from 9 p. m. to 7 a. m.| 


From 7 a.m. to noon, ‘background’ 
music is played. 
Red network is straight dance; 


music going for the most part into} 


gin mills. The green network is! 
residential, and carries the same pro- 
gram as the purple, excepting at| 


night, when special concert record- 
ings and classical numbers are sub- 
stituted. Within recent weeks Muzak 
has had some good publicity breaks 
in slick mags, which ought to help 
sales of the residential green net- 
work program. 

Waldorf is one hotel where Muzak 
retires, but stays on at the Rainbow 
Room, with the union’s permission. 
In other hotels, such as the Park 
Central and the New Yorker, wired 
music can go into the coffee shop. 


Union’s OK 
Rest of the agreement gives Muzak 





| Bros., 


permission to stay where there are 
no musicians employed or where 
there has been previously no music 
at all. 
be installed 
802. 


without an 


Operating expenses of Muzak are | 


said to be high, resulting in negligi- 


ible profit. Biggest slice of receipts | 
goes to the telephone company, 
which gets $4.80 per wire-mile per 


month. This amounts to about 40% 
of expenses. Second biggest expense 
is the cut which goes to ASCAP. In- 
stallation is the third largest item, 
which varies, depending on whether 
it’s loudspeaker or concealed and 
multiple. 

There are four active studios, with 
a fifth for special occasions. Labor 
costs are small, with only a small 
studio personnel required to operate. 


Muzak has 55 employees, of which | 
working in| 
| three eight-hour shifts, with a couple 


16 are in the _ studios, 


of extras as standbys. 


Operating costs are fixed, and so} 
| problem is to expand biz, which can 
thus show increasing profits, due to} 
| fixed overhead, regardless of number 


oi outlets. 


Muzak is a subsid of North Ameri- | 
can Corp., a public utility holding | 


corporation. President is Waddell 
Catchings, special officer of Lehman 
and formerly of Goldman, 
Sachs board. Transcriptions used are 
special recordings of the hill and 
dale type. Name bands used include 
Ray Noble, Emil Coleman, Xavier 
Cugat, Emery Deutsch, Henry King, 
Tommy Dorsey, Clyde Lucas, Abe 
Lyman, Russ Morgan, Ruby Newman 
and others. Richard Himber is cur- 
rently negotiating. 





Frances Langford’s Vacation 

Loretta Lee subs for Frances 
Langford on the Hollywood Hotel 
program, starting this Friday (19) 
during latter’s three-week eastern 
vacash, : 


Judy Starr hospitalized as result | 


recent eye operation. 


New reception devices cannot |} 
okay from} 


BASEBALL ALREADY 
UNDER DISCUSSION 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Baseball situash here for next sea- 
son is in highly muddled state. Gen- 
eral Mills, it is understood, has al- 
ready come to terms with the 
Phillies, but the: Athletics are hold- 
| ing out for more and bigger bids. 

General Mills’ bids have been 
placed by WCAU, which is again 
skedded to carry the Wheaties dia- 
mond airings. Socony-Vacuum has 
also made a deal with Wheaties 
similar to last season’s to sponsor 
| half the games. 
WIP, which paid $15,000 for rights 
the games last year, and 








to 


get baseball again, but is being ex- 
tremely wary about taking another 
scalping. It will make 





then | 
couldn’t find a sponsor, is anxious to | 
|! to 240 


no commit- | 


ments on purchasing games until it! 


has a sponsor tucked safely away in 
its file cabinet. Airing the games on 


| terrific blow to the station. 

It had Atlantic Refining lined up 
| but couldn’t deliver because WCAU’s 
| prior contract with the ball park and 
Socony prevented selling to another 
gasoline company. 

Spitfire competish between Atlan- 
tic and Socony is undoubtedly what 
is pushing the Athletics’ price up for 
next season. Atlantic is anxious to 
sponsor the baseball over WIP and 
to get it may bid high enough to 


push Socony out of the pic entirely, | 


sustaining basis all last season was a, W° 
| mitted 


; 
| 


} 


which also would considerably upset | 


| General Mills’ position. 





Atlanta, Nov. 
Radio stations have their 
crossed and are hoping for best as 


16. 


of home baseball games of Southern 
Ass’n teams next season. Matter will 
be taken up at league directorate 
meeting in January. 

WATL and WGST broadcast local 
nine’s game this year under com- 


eral Mills) and Goodrich. 





little brother of WSB, will be in the 
running next season and with 154- 
game contracts in sight, bidding 
| ought to be pretty keen. 

| WATL, with .0 net affiliation, can 
| offer sponsor straight-through broad- 
| east, whether night or day games. an 
| item considerably in their favor, 
since dyed-in-the-wool fans 
their games complete. 
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want | sions 
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proposal looms to lift ban on airing | 





| Cuban Meeting 


(Continued from page 43) 











smiling that he was in a position 
where he might lose his pants, re- 
ferring to the fact that he was sans 
suspenders and belt anc had to hold 
his pants with his hands. Then 
Craven (USA) stood up and an- 
swered that although he had his 
pants where they should be, he was 
also liable to lose them and so was 
holding them with his hands, al- 
though he had a belt. 

Crowd roared when Mendoza 
(Cuba) took his belt off and offered 
it to Major Edwards, who accepted 
it and proceeded to place it on his 
pants. Craven continued by saying 
that in the question of the 160 kcs 
kes band it was a case of 
also keeping the shirt. Craven 
fought the proposal on the basis of 
safety for flying, and the matter was 
sent to a sub-sub-committee while 


Edwards and Craven got together to | 


work on a talle that was then sub- 
to the committee and ap- 
proved as follows: 

194 kes. to 285 kces.—Aeronautical 
and mobile, except commercial sta- 
tions on ships. 

285 kes. to 315 kes—For radio and 
marine beacons. 

315° kes. te 385 kcs—As approved 


by the Madrid and Lima Confer- 
ences. 

385 kes. to 400 kes.—For aeronau- 
tical service instead of what the 


Madrid Conference approved. 

400 kes. to 515 kes.—As approved 
by the Madrid Conference. 

Canada reserved the right to re- 
open the question on the broadcast- 
ing committee regarding the 160 kes. 
to 194 kes. band that now is assigned 


' to mobile and aeronautical. 














| ican delegation 
| time to study th proposition and 


| change for 


jtry or 


motion approved, the 
broadcast banc is extended to 515 
kes., meaning extra channels for 
Canada and U.S.A. Canada has sta- 
tions in 540 kes., while U.S.A. starts 
on 550 kcs. 


Bell Between Rounds 

Chairmen of technical committees 
1-A (radio communications), Zapata 
of Colombia, and 1-B (broadcasting), 
Edwards of Canada, handle the sit- 
uations very diplomatically, for 
when the debates get hot, they ring 
the bell for a recess, reason why 
Paul D. D. Spearman claims the ses- 
are just like boxing, round 
one and then a rest to cool off. 

What was thought to be a very 


By this 


| important meeting of 1-B on broad- 


casting turned out to be a floppo be- 


cause time wus asked to have the | 
| documents translated with the defi- | 
i nitions suggested by Craven as to 


‘Clear Channel’ stations. His sug- 
gestion was that clear channel A 
should be ‘where tine station ren- 
ders service on a primary area 
without interference and in whole 
or a substantia! part of its secondary 
area free of interference.’ The Mex- 
immediately asked 


to offer .nother proposal. They have 
to study the situation because of 
their border stations. It is under- 
stood that Mexico is in the mood to 
enter negotiations here for the so- 
lution of the border stations, but will 
probably ask clear channels in ex- 
blotting out the high- 
powered blah-blahs. 


In order to lubricate the pro- 


| ceedings for speedier action it was 
| decided to divide the three Ameri- 


cas. North America to comprise 
down to the southern border of Mex- 
ico. Central America from the south- 
ern border of Mexico to Parallel five, 
including in this region Haiti and 
Dominican Republic. And South 
America would be from Parallel five 
down south. 

In the North American region, 
Canada, U.S.A., Mexico and Cuba are 
the interested parties and the Amer- 
ican observers are anxious to see 
some action there that would stop 
the interference between stations. 

Another important subject that 
was brought to discussion on com- 
mittee II was the proposal of Do- 


minican Republic that it ‘desires to | 


maintain the principle that one vote 
be granted to each country, without 
reference to the number or import- 
ance of its Colonies.’ Craven (U.S.A.) 
stood up for that idea although he 
mentioned that it was up to the 
Cairo Conference (next year) to vote 
on that, but that this parley could 
come to an agreement to take the 
suggestion to Cairo. 


Rest of the Latin American coun- | 
tries also approved the motion and | 


Beaudry (Canada’s chairman) re- 


| quested Craven to inform whether 


it would be a vote for each coun- 
for each nation. Smilingly 


Craven answered he was a tech- 


| nical man, not a lawyer or diplomat, 


MONTREAL RECEIVES 
MORE YANKEE SHOWS 


Montreal, Nov. 16, 

Big league radio coverage came to 
Montreal Sunday (14). through an 
arrangement with NBC engineered 
by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp, 
and Canadian Marconi whereby both 
the Red and Blue NBC networks will 
be routed through three Montreal 
stations, CBM, CBF and CFCF. 

With CKAC serving as the local 
outlet for the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, Montreal now creeps closer 
to big time standing as a radio 
center. 

New development is in 
Major Gladstone Murray’s 
sive policy of brightening and en- 
larging the sphere of radio enter- 
tainmment for Canadian radio fans. 
New arrangement will also help to 
avoid conftict of important broad- 
| casts. 

With the inauguration of the new 
|CBC transmitter CBF this week, 
1CBM will from now on be used for 
| English broadcasts only. CBF will 
|serve as a French language station. 
| Marconi station CFCF, which 
|formerly handied NBC programs 
{from both networks, is now confined 
'to the Blue network only, CBM car- 





line with 
progres- 





|rying the Red. New French lan- 
suage station CBF may use programs 
from either the Red ar Blue net- 
work. 





Canadian Commercials 








and Sherwin-Wil- 
on CKCW, 


| Mantle Lamps 
liams new _ accounts 
Moncton, N. B 

Dow Breweries on CHLT, Sher- 
| brooke, Que., with thrice weekly 
| dramatic series, ‘The Village Priest.’ 
| Buckley’s Cough Syrup and Zymo- 
ine Tonic buying spots heavily in 
| 
| 





the Dominion. 

Canada Packers bankrolling Live- 
stock Market Reports CKNX, 
| Wingham, Ontario. 
| Kellogg of Canada, Ltd., sponsor- 
|ing series of 15-min. discs featuring 
Donald Novis on flock of stations. 


Saraut’s CBF Job 


Montreal, Nov. 16. 

Gilles Saraut has been appointed 
chief engineer of the new CBC transe 
| mitter CBF, scheduled to begin op- 
erations around Dec. 15. 

Aside from Saraut very few new 
staff appointments are expected. 
Most of the CBM crew will probably 
double for the new CBF station. 


on 








and the matter was referred to a 


sub-sub-committee.” 


Good Audience 

A very friendly feeling is present 
in all discussions and gags bring 
plenty of laffs. Sessions are held in 
the roof dining room and to get ‘in- 
spiration’ the delegates would have 
to lose a lot of time taking the ele- 
vator, eight floors down to the main 
bar. So the roof bar is also open. 

Besides the doings at the confere 
ence, other happenings have attract- 
ed attention, as the luck of Capt. 
Don S. Leonard, Vice President of 
the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, and head of the 
Michigan State Police, who was 
| pestered by a ‘billetero’ (Lottery 
| ticket vendor) who wanted to sell 
him a whole ticket (100 fractions) 
and in order to free himself of the 
pest bought five fractions, winning 
the second prize and $1,000 and then 
wishing he had bought the whole 
works in which case he would have 
pocketed 20G’s. 

Another group, including Charley 
Horn of NBC, felt discouraged be- 
Cause they had pooled in to buy a 
whole ticket that they felt sure 
would not miss because of the com- 
bination. It was 13-7-11, but they 
were left high and dry. 








Harold Davis, program director at 
WDAS, Philly; now doing nightly 
| Sports shot under tag of ‘Buzz Davis.’ 


CFCF 


MONTREAL 
GOOD NEIGHBORS 


We are licensed for service 
to Canadian homes... but 
many families in the North- 
ern New York State listen 


regularly to CFCF durir~ 
daylight hours. 
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: McNinch Snowed Under Detail 





New Regulations and Policies Wiil Not Let the Boys 
‘Know the Worst’ for Some Time 





Washington, Nov. 16. 
Changes in the Communications 
Act will not be urged upon Congress 
during the special session, while 
promulgation of policies dispersing 
‘onfusion about social and economic 
in broadcast 
ks many months distant. 

that 


problems 
loo 
Definte assurance 
eral Communications 
has not agreed on any 
the basic law came 
from Chairman Frank R. 
who also confirmed reports that 
anxious-seat occupants must bide 
their time before getting any clarifi- 
cation of the present situation. 
Consideration of amendments to 
the three-year-old statute, as well 
as study of such worries as network 
regulation, transmitter leases, and 
newspaper ownership, has been im- 
possible because of the mass of de- 
tail requiring preferential treat- 
ment, MecNinch told Variety. Sub- 
sequently, he asserted, at his week- 
ly press conference that he has no 
intention of proposing any ehanges 
in the law in the immediate future, 
hinting that he may have some sug- 
gestions for presentation to the 
legislators later in the winter. 
Awaits Craven 


Some encouragement for broad- 
casters hoping for early action on 
the mess of pending propositions 
was given by the New Deal broom- 
weilder. McNinch said he _ has 
tentatively scheduled for disposition 
within a short time the important 
question of new engineering stand- 
-ards and allocation problems. 
Whenever Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven returns from the Cuba 
conference, the Commish will take 
up the engineering and economic 
recommendations based on the pro- 
longed hearing held more than a 
year ago. The economic report, 
which Craven virtually completed 
before hurrying to Havana three 
weeks ago, has not been made pub- 


last week 


lic yet but is almost in shape for | 


presentation. 


Revival of the languishing pro- 
posal to consider special regulations 
for chains appeared probable last 
week as McNinch promised the 
Commish soon will take up general 
rewriting of present regulations. 
The new chairman was disclosed 
to have called for a report from 
staff members concerning the reso- 
lution offered by resigned Vice- 
Chairman Irvin Stewart in Decem- 


regulation | 
the Fed- 
Commission | 


alterations | 


MeNinch, | 


ber, 1935, directing the Broadcast 
Division to look into the need for 
a special code for webs. McNinch 
was pictured as displeased over in- 


action of the members ordered to 
ponder the chain situation. 

As had been predicted, the 
| Broadcast Division at its final ses- 
sion Tuesday (9) failed to take ac- 
tion on a host of applications of 
major importance which present 
|serious policy problems. Side- 
stepping further delayed several 
requests for construction permits 
and power boosts, along with pleas 
for authority to lease and sell sta- 
tions. 

Heavily Burdened 








Administrative responsibilities 
which have burdened him since he 
took the helm early in October will 
prevent McNinch from giving much 
consideration to the broad question 


of policy which must be cleared up | 
as part of the campaign to improve 


the Commish. Chairman 
see how he can make the necessary 
research for some weeks into such 
controversial topics as whether 
multiple ownership should be 
banned, whether newspapers should 
be restricted from acquiring sta- 
tions, whether prices paid for ex- 
isting plants should be limited to 
the depreciated physical worth or 
placed on some other hard and fast 
basis, whether higher program 
standards should be imposed, and 
whether regulation of rate cards 
and. station finances should be at- 
tempted. 


In all of these vital issues, Mc- 
Ninch is showing a lively interest 
which is largely responsible for the 
Broadcast Division’s failure to act 
on dozens of applications which 
have been in the mill for weeks. 
Until he can find time to acquaint 
himself with all background, the 
chairman will be unable to prepare 
to vote. 





Alabama Gov. Firesiding 


Montgomery, Ala., Nov. 16. 
Gov. Bibb Graves has borrowed 
an idea from the President and 
carded a series of fireside chats for 
the citizens of the state. 


Linkup of stations has been pro- 
moted for the talks that includes 
WAPI and WSGN, Birmingham; 
WALA, Mobile; WJBY, Gadsden; 
WBHP, Huntsville. WSFA, here in 
the state cap, feeds. 














The primary area of WHIO, with its two 
million population, is big enough to produce 
quantity profitable sales for any product... 
but it isn’t too big for WHIO to get into the 
key towns and build community good will as 
well as listener loyalty. 


© (Daytime—5s000W ) 
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No Comment 





Washington, Nev, 16. 

Pending receipt and mulling 
of the letter, no comment was 
forthcoming from the commis- 
sion concerning McFarlane’s 
face-reddening inquiry. The 
two members particularly in- 
volved—-Judge Sykes and Col. 
Brown—were especially reluc- 
tant to discuss the apparent in- 





consistency in policy. 

With explanation they have 
not seen the communication, 
Sykes and Brown said they did 
not care to engage in any dis- 
cussion of the 1932 precedent 
and the conflicting decision re- 
garding Payne. Col. Brown 
was unable to recall any inci- 
dent in which his qualifications 
to participate in proceedings of 
the old Commission ever were 
challenged, but observed that if 
such attack was made the rea- 
son presumably was his pre- 
vious service as general coun- 


There was no comment from 
Chairman McNinch, who wants 
to talk the proposition over 
with his colleagues before mak- 
ing any reply to McFarlane or 
voicing any public 
He seemed unaware, however, 
of the precedent which the 
Texan is having trouble recon- 
ciling with the F.C.C.’s stand 
in the Payne matter. Whether 
the commish response to its 
congressional critic will be re- 
leased to the press will be de- 
‘termined later, McNinch said. 


SMITH -SEGAL 
ECHOES ARE 
SOUR 


. Washington, Nov. 16. 
First of expected repercussions 
from the Segal-Smith disbarment 
proceeding became audible last week 
when Congressional brick-throwing 
put the Federal Communications 
Commission on the defensive again. 


statement. 














Brown as aftermath of the decision 
to oust Commissioner George Henry 
Payne from the trial upon motion of 
defense attorneys, At outset of the 
recent hearing on charges of mal- 
practice, Payne was removed by a 
unanimous vote of five colleagues 
after he had been accused of bias 
and prejudice against the respondent 
barristers, George S. Smith and Paul 
M. Segal. 


Putting Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch, as well as Sykes and Brown 
in a decidedly uncomfortable posi- 
tion, Congressman William D. Mc- 
Farlane, one of the most energetic 
Commish attackers, asked for an ex- 
planation of the reasons for refusing 
to allow Payne to sit in judgment on 
the unethical conduct citation. Law- 
maker raised the question of the 
Commission’s authority to entertain 
the disqualification motion. 


Stinger in the Texas Congress- 
man’s inquiry is a reminder to the 
F.C.C, that in a comparable proceed- 
ing before the old Radio Commission 
the Courts sustained a refusal to un- 
seat Commissioner Brown in a quasi- 
judicial proceeding. McFarlane put 
the proposition up to Brown and 
the other F.C.C. veteran of service 
with the predecéssory body, Judge 
Sykes, asking them to reconcile 
their stand on Payne with the record 
in the case of WNYC versus Knick- 
erbocker Broadcasting Co. 

While lawyers are not unanimous 
on the propriety of the Commish 
decision on Payne, the letter of the 
irate Representative hands a_ hot 
poker to the Commission, McFar- 
lane pointed out that records sow 
that the F.R.C. overruled objections 
to Brown’s listening to oral argument 
five and one-half years ago, despite 
strong objections to his presence on 
the bench. The action was signifi- 
cant, McFarlane suggests, in view of 
| the fact that WNYC’s request for 
| better facilities was turned down by 
a 3 to 2 vote with Brown reputedly 
providing the deciding ballot. 

Memory Lapses? 


‘I will greatly appreciate your in- 








forming me if Commissioners Brown 
|or Sykes, members of the Comm's- 
|sion at the time this decision was 
made and therefore personally con- 
J versant , with such, decision, ever. 


sel. | 


Fire was directed at Commission- |! 
ers Eugene O. Sykes and Thad H.| 





‘PUBLIC SERVICE’ RUINED 


De- 





Washington Nickle-Nudgers 
prived of Radio Aid 





Washington, Nov. 17. 

Shutdown of WOL, 100-watter, be- 
cause of sit-down strike last week 
seriously inconvenienced many dial- 
twisters. Chief victims of cessation 
of service were the race followers 
and numbers game players, although 
many other members of the regular 
audience called to protest against the 
silence. 

Gee-gee fans and penny bettors 
were left in a pickle because WOL 


|is the only local transmitter which 


| gives 


the Pimlico track odds, on 


| which the gambling pay-off is based. 


| Broadcasts, 





‘WATERTOWN HEADACHE 
TEMPORARILY ALLAYED 





Washington, Nov. 16. 

Behind-scenes agreement between 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission and Black River Valley 
insuring that no move 
will be made to upset status quo in 
the headachey Watertown, N. Y.. 
cases, has caused grumbling which 


| threatens to catapult the government 





agency into more hot water. 


When Black River sought a perma- | 


nent injunction preventing the 
Commish from carrying out decision 
to hold consolidated new hearings 
on three applications for Watertown 
facilities, government counsel stipu- 
lated that no action would be taken 
in the matter until the courts had 
ruled. In return for the F.C.C. 
promise, lawyers for the applicant 
promised not to seek a temporary 
injunction. 

Understanding is liable to boom- 
erang if the Black River request for 
a stopper takes much more time. 
Rival candidates—Watertown Broad- 
casting Co. and Watertown Times— 
are growing impatient for a chance 
to present their cases before an ex- 
aminer and may ask the courts to 
issue a mandamus shortening the 
F.C.C. stall. In this event, the Com- 
mish barristers would be red-faced, 
since counsel for one of the other 
parties never was consulted about 
the stipulation to let matters drift. 


Tacoma Radio Ambition 








Tacoma, Nov. 16. 

Tacoma Broadcasters, Inc., is the 
name of a new local incorporation 
which announces it will engage in 
the broadcasting business. Local 
business men forming the company 
are composed of Harold A. Allen. C. 
C. Cavanaugh and E. M. Hayden. The 
incorporation papers were filed with 
secretary of state Hutchinson last 
week. 

Mike Mingo. former managing edi- 
tor of the Tacoma Daily Ledzer, 
now suspended, has made applica- 
tion for a permit to operate a broad- 
casting station here. 





called this decision to the attention 
of the (Communications) Commis- 
sion when your Commiss‘on had un- 
der consideration the rrotest of those 
representing Segal and Smith azainst 
the participation of Commissioner 
Pavne in this case,’ McFarlane said. 

Direct presentation of legal issue 
which has engaged barristers since 
the Segal-Smith trial started was 
made by the Texan. He asked the 
Commission to inform him where 
there is any provision of law under 
which a Commission member can 
be barred from ‘ful'y participating 
in any action’ before the F.C.C. 
There is considerable controversy 
over this precise point, with many 
legalites who personally’. dislike 
Payne doubting if there is any 
precedent under which the ouster de- 
cision can be defended. 

Veiled warning that the Commish 
will be the target for more rocks in 
the event it clears the cited lawyers 
was found in McFarlane’s inquiry. 
The leader of the Congressional bloc 
seeking an investigation of broad- 
casting pointed out that Payne had 
taken the lead in prenaring the case 
and asked whether his removal: ‘did 
not materially help those charged 
with crookedness and deception.’ 

With final determination of the 
case held un by the absence of Com- 
missioner T.A.M. Craven, the Com- 
mish hopes to reach its dec‘sion this 
week on susvension of Segal and 
Smith from further practice. Mce- 
Farlane asked when a finding could 
be expected, observing that testi- 
mony taking ended a fortnight be- 
fore his letter. If Craven can carry 
out plans to slip away from the Ha- 
vana conference for a couple of days 
this week, Commish expects to hold 
a special session to weigh the evi- 


Slence against. the. cited attomeys... .L 





WXYZ Repeats: 
‘Hornet’ Hookups 
Like ‘Ranger 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 

Unique commercial setup on 
WXYZ's ‘Lone Ranger’ = serial. 
whereby western drama is fed to 28 
widely scattered stations under six 
separate sponsors, is going to be 
duplicated for station’s ‘Green Hor- 
net’ mystery serial now carried over 
WXYZ, Michigan web, and WSPD 
Toledo, under Detroit . 
banner, 

Details of the ‘Hornet’ setup are 
being worked out by H. Allen Camp- 
bell, general manager of King- 
Trendle broadcasting interests, and 
by first of February it’s quite definite 
station hookup for this half-hour 
serial will approximate ‘Ranger's’ 
present indie chain. 

Ultimate sponsors, now included 
among a raft of bidders, will likely 
be food manufacturers, such as now 
bankroll ‘Ranger’ airings. Idea be- 
ing that they’re usually more able 
to blanket a wider area with their 
products. Campbell at present is 
looking into ways whereby ‘Hornet’ 
can be fed advantageously, and still 
keep it a live talent show. Latter 
point is one of most important de- 
tails, he believes, if serial is to be 
kept alive and progress. 

Since ‘Hornet’ is aired on alternat- 
ing nights with half-hour ‘Ranger’ 
program, it’s probable almost iden- 
tical indie hookup will be arranged 
for mystery drama. Most of the in- 
quiries on extension of the ‘Hornet’ 
setup, in fact, are from stations and 
potential sponsors located in present 
areas covered by ‘Ranger’. 

Present Deals 


While the ‘Hornet’ details are be- 
ing worked out, the ‘Ranger’ serial 
itself figures also to expand outlets. 
Negotiations at present are on for 
feeding the drama to the Omaha and 
Des Moines areas, as well as to Pitts- 
burgh and New England. 

At present ‘Ranger’ is going out 
thrice weekly over WXYZ, WOR, 
Newark, WSPD, Toledo, and WGN, 
Chicago, under banner of Gordon 
Baking Co., which has been spon- 
soring program since Nov., 1933, 
when it led to formation of Mutual 
system; over WFIL, Philadelphia, 
under V Bev Beverages, which is 
set to exercise its option on Pitts- 
burgh and New England; WSYR, 
Syracuse, WNBF, Binghamton, and 
WESG, Elmira, N. Y., for Cortland 
Bakeries Co.; the Southern Cali- 
fornia Don Lee web for Western 
Bakeries; the Northern Calif. Lee net 
for Kilpatrick Bakeries, and in Port- 
— Ore., for United States Bakery 

Oo. 

Both dramas are written by Fran 
Striker, produced in WXYZ’s studios 
here and enacted by WXYZ Players 
under James Jewell. Rights for 
‘Ranger’ flickers were recently ob- 
tained by Republic for one feature 
and series of serials, first of which 
will be released in early spring. 


WCAU Stunt Blows Up 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Giant promotion stunt planned by 
WCAU was nixed by Philly Board 
of Education last Friday (12). Sta- 
tion was setting an all-star post- 
season football game between public 
and parochial school teams. 

Doc Levy, WCAU prez, was pre- 
pared to foot the bill. Mayor Wilson 
had contributed Philly Municipal 
Stadium, seating more than 100,000. 
It was planned to admit all school 
kids free. Philadelphia Rapid Tran- 
sit officials were preparing for up to 
400,000 spectators 

Everything was set with Catholic 
school officials. But public school 
execs objected to post-season tilts 
and refused necessary  permish. 
Coaches and newspapermen were to 
get together to choose all-Catholic 
and all-Public league teams. 
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MT WINCH FAMILIAR 
WITH ‘PARTIES’ 


Latest Press Conference by 
F.C.C. Chairman Marked 
by Further Candor—Ad- 
mits That Bad Habits Are 
Deep-Rooted 








PLUGGING HOLES 


Washington, Nov. 16. 
‘Sponsored fun’ drew an inferen- 
tial rebuke from Chairman Frank 


McNinch of the F.C.C. last week. 
His allusions, while carefully word-| 
ed. were not lost upon the Washing- 
tonians in whose mouths butter is 
currently displaying its well known 
melting characteristics. 

McNinch showed. by his -allusion | 
that he knows how the boys—and 
the. girls—work. Roots of the radio 
mess that is causing the Administra- 
tion a lot of trouble and MeNinch 
himself a lot of work go down deep 
and pull up hard. McNinch showed 
he knows the dodges, the artifices | 
and the beautiful simplicity of pri- | 
vate telephones in private homes. 


Conceding frankly that his 
measures will not guarantee 100% 
freedom from interference by fixers 
and lobbyists, Chairman Frank R. 
MeNinch laid down stiff rules which 
put the staff on the spot and focused 
spotlight of publicity on axe-grind- 
ers. Persons who try to steer the 
Commish in deciding cases will be | 
advertised regardless of their ' 


| pending matters. 











The Lawyers Win! 


Washington, Nov. 16. 
More and longer hearings are 
expected by radio attorneys as 
result of procedural changes 
adopted last week by Federal 
Communications Commission. 
Rises in the cost of Washing- 
ton representation are expected 
to hit broadcasters as a con- 
sequence of the new orders 
Bill for legal fees is vezy likely 
to go up with hearings dragged 
out and more work involved in 
prosecuting applications. 











identity, political 


| objective. 


Chief point involved in Order No. 
25, which locks the back door, is 
that views of applicants, their attor- 
neys, their political friends, and any 
other outsiders must be transmitted 
1» the Commish in public. After the 
formal record is closed, the F.C.C. 


| will not tolerate stealthy submission 


of information which might have a 
bearing on decisions. Any staff 
member who allows himself to be 
approached is in danger of dismissal. 
Raps ‘Off-the-Record’ 
Asserting that the Commish in- 
tends to live in a glass house, Mc- 


ninch denounced the practice of off- | 
| the-record conferences 


with mem- 
concerning 
custom of 
requests or 


bers and _ subordinates 


The 


‘making suggestions, 


| recommendations’—by either parties 


not of interest or those officially par- 
ticipating—is to be rooted out, he 
promised. 

‘The Communications Commission 
i; an independent Commission created 
by the Congress, to which has been 
delegated important and far-reaching 


powers, administrative, legislative, 
and quasi-judicial,’ he said. ‘For 


anyone to make a request of or sug- 
gestion to a Commissioner or staff 
member touching any pending. quasi- 


connections, or | 





| judicial matter, 
}respond to any such request which | 
| is not a part of the public record in | 
ithe case does violence to the true 
|}conception of how an independent 

should exercise its 


| Commission 
| quasi-judicial function. This obser- 


vation is. not applicable to purely 
administrative matters, nor does it 
have reference to inquiries which 


| have to do with the status of a par- 
| ticular case, the reasons for the delay 
|in handling, if there has been delay, 
las to whether a particular matter | 
will be set down for hearing, and 
the probable or fixed date of such 
hearing and similar inquiries. Such 
inquiries are not only proper but are 
welcomed by the Commission and 
wiil receive prompt attention. The 
janswer to such questions can be 
| made promptly and accurately by 
| the Secretary to the Commission. 
Appeal for Support 

‘To all who desire that the Com- 
mission conduct its 
manner that will 
interests of the public and reflect 
credit upon the Commission and 
Congress, frank appeal is made for 
the support of the 
carrying out the 
effected. ... 

‘Good Old Days’ Ended? 

Integral part of the plan to drag 
| all aspects of Commish business into 
| the open is another sensational de-| 
| parture from previous 
| Henceforth, the Commission 
isend weekly notices to all members 
of Congress, state governors and 
every public utility or other regu- 
latory body a summary of all work 
done and scheduled. The report will 
include orders issued, applications 
filed, and hearings planned. Through 


affairs in a 
best serve the 


Commission of 
purposes to be 





be interested will have ample chance 
to submit whatever information they 
have on any item of pending busi- 
ness, in conformity with the plan to 
open up hearings to everybody con- 
cerned. McNinch is convinced this 
procedure will aid the Commish in 
settling matters in accordance with 





or for anyone to | 


this means, outsiders most likely to| 





‘Service’ on Upbeat 





Seattle, Nov. 16. 

Seattle is typical of dozens of 
cities in the United States at 
the moment. All of the radio 
stations are willing, nay eager, 
to donate time to civic, educa- 
tional and similar organiza- 
tions. 

Far from waiting for requests 
to come in, stations go after 
groups, propose tie-ups, and co- 
operate enthusiastically. All 
are anxious to build up a thick 
file of ‘public service.’ 

One hears rumors of Federal 
Communications Commission 
checkers quietly at work on 
this phase. 











the public interest requirements of 
the Communications Act 
‘Breach of Duty’ 
Adopting stern attitude, McNinch 
said he will consider it a ‘very grave 
breach of duty’ for any member of 
ithe staff to 


co-operate in circum- 
venting the orders. Subordinates 
who may be _ contacted directly, 


either while on the job or through 


|some other means, are expected to 


report the incident. 
The procedure will apply to mem- 


routine. | bers of Congress and political bosses, 
will| MeNinch averred, striking at one of 


the worst practices which has 
| brought criticism in the past. Legis- 
lators with a pertinent interest will 
be allowed to transmit any views 
they have to the Commish, he ex- 
plained, but will not be allowed to 
lobby on the q.t. 

Certain loopholes exist, McNinch 
agreed when explaining the pur- 
pose of his reform. He admitted 
readily there is nothing the Com- 
mish can do to prevent an attorney, 
a fixer, or anyone else from making 
telephone calls to the home of ex- 
aminers, engineers, lawyers, or Com- 
missioners or to stop on'cziders from 

















eo 


| walking into Commish offices to talk 
| over pending business. But any in- 
| dividual who falls under obligation 
ito outsiders is liable to severe pun- 
lishment, he observed, hinting that 
| he will not approve of poker parties, 
| drinking bouts, and other social con- 
tacts. 


~he order was followed up by a 
verbal lecture on ethics to key mem- 


bers of the Commish staff. While 
McNinch denied that he laced em- 
ployes for past ‘corruption,’ he 


| called several department heads on 
the carpet and declared he has seen 
indications that there have been in- 
discretions and even more serious of- 
fenses in the past. According to vari- 
ous individuals who witnessed the 
| dressing-down, he screamed particu- 
larly about the intimacy between 
Commish help and the radio lawyers. 
Too much comradeship will be 
frowned on in the future 


Private advice to broadcasters by 
Commish attachees is not forbidden 
by the reform orders. McNinch said 
he would not prohibit licensees or 
applicants from conferring with en- 
gineering or legal staffs about details 
of cases or their own operations, al- 
though he expects the F. C. C. per- 
|}sonnel to be scrupulous about such 
contacts. The ‘good faith’ of the staff 
is expected in this connection, he 
commented 

Additional moves to change the 
previously existing hush-hush atti- 
tude are in prospect. McNinch said 
he is considering some more steps 
which wil! counteract the under- 
cover relations between the Com- 
mish and the industry, as well as 
more innovations in procedure, One 
of the latter may be a practice of 
making public more inter-office com- 
munications which have a bearing on 
the way business is transacted. While 
he thinks memoranda prepared by 
various subdivisions should be confi- 
dential, he indicated sympthy for the 
idea of publishing recommendations 
that various motters be set down for 
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Transamerican announces a new Coast facility for 
advertisers who desire the most listeners in the 
most important markets at the lowest cost. 


Programs with that ‘‘Hollywood touch’’ may now 
be originated directly at the source. 


California Radio System 


KFBK Sacramento 


KFWB Hollywood 


KYA San Francisco 


KMJ_ Fresno 





SOLE SELLING AGENTS 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 


KWG Stockton 


KERN Bakersfield 
KOH Reno 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING «xo TELEVISION CORP. 


Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 


Hill 6-2370 


CHICAGO 
333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


HOLLYWOOD 


5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOllywood 5315 
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Sullivan’s Runaround 
For ‘Men Only’ Chore 


Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 

Paul Sullivan, news commentator 
of WLW, is piling up a mileage rec- 
ord in broadcasting for his part in 
the Vitalis ‘Men Only’ stint, a Mon- 
day night quarter-hour program 
originating at WHN, New York City, 
for close to 





that has been running 
26 weeks. 

To do a three-minute chore in the 
show, Sullivan travels by train 
week-end to Manhattan, leaving here 
Saturdday midnight and returning 
Tuesday afternoon, For the 26-week 


stretch he will have traveled a total} 


of 22,400 miles and put in 910 hours 
on trains. The trip one way is 430 
miles and occupies 17 hours and 30 
minutes. 

While in N. Y. C., Sullivan does 
his Sunday 11 to 11:15 p.m. newscast 
on WLW for the Commentator 
Magazine, fills his regular 6:30 to 
6:45 p.. . news spot on WSAI, Cros- 
ley’s smallie here, Sunday and Mon- 
day fo: Capitol Barg dry cleaners; 
his regular Monday 11 to 11:15 p.m. 
news period on WLW for the Penn 


Tobacco Co., Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
blurbing .Kentucky Club tobacco. 


These blasts feed through the WLW 
Line. 








Imperial Tobacco Co., Ltd. 
OF CANADA, Presents 


KEN 
SISSON 


DIRECTOR 
“Canada, 1937” 


With a 30-piece orchestra, 
voice choir and soloists 


16- 


Over a coast-to-coast network of 
Canadian Stations 


Fridays, 10 to 10:45 P.M., E.S.T. 














Booking Direct. 


‘ARTEGA 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


Admiracion - Sunday 6:30-7:00 


—MBS— 
1441 B'way CH. 4-5155 
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“the Wurical Camcramon’ 
Is Presented by 


WOR-MUTUAL 
Every Thursday 


Coast-to-Coast 
8 to 8:30 P.M. 
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DECISIONS 


Washington, Nov. 16. 

Alabama: Mittelo Franklin Moble, Anniston, appli- 
cation for new daytime station to be operated on 1420 
ke with 100 watts dismissed at request of applicant. 

Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, present license extended 

; on temporary basis for the period ending Dec. 1, pend- 
‘ing action on request for renewal, 
California: KFBK, McClatchy Broadcasting Company, 
| Sacramento, granted special experimental authority to 
operate regular broadcasting transmitter for experi- 
mental transmission facsimile signals, 12 midnight to 6 
a.m., PST, using 5 kw on 1490 kc; KMJ, McClatchy 
Broadcasting Co., Sacramento, granted special experi- 
mental authority to operate regular broadcast trans- 
mitter for experimental transmission facsimile signals 
from 12 midnight to 6 a. m., PST, with 1 kw on 580 ke; 
General Electric Co., near Belmont, granted new inter- 
national broadcast station to be operated on 9530 and 
15330 kc with 20 kw, commish sustaining Examiner 
George H. Hill. 

Connecticut: WDRC, Inc., area of Hartford, granted 
new relay station to be operated on 39,700, 39,900, 40,800 
and 41,400 ke with 15 watts. 

Florida: WJNO, West Palm Beach, application for 
change in tiequency from 1200 to 1350 kc, power boost 
from 100 watts to 1 kw, dismissed at applicant’s re- 
quest; WDAE, Tampa Times Co., Tampa, application 
for night power boost from 1 to 5 kw dismissed at ap- 
plicant’s request. 

Illineis: W9XAA, Chicago Federation of Labor, York 
Township, present license extended on a temporary 
basis only to Dec. 1, pending receipt or action on re- 
newal application; Key City Broadcasting Co., Kanka- 
kee, denied new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 
100 watts, Examiner Tyler Berry upheld; Robert Ray- 
mond McCulla, Oak Park, denied new station to be 
operatéd days on 1500 ke with 100 watts, Commish sus- 
taining Examiner Berry; Mutual Broadcasting System, 
Inc., Chicago, granted extension of authority from Dec. 
i to June 1, 1938, to exchange programs with Canadian 
station CKLW. Windsor, Ont., through Telegraph Office 
Canadian Pacific Railway at Windsor with Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., through facilities of American 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. 

Indiana: WGRC, New Albany, granted renewal of 
license to Jan. 1, 1938. 

Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, granted renewal of 
license to April 1. 

Massachusetts: WCOP, Boston, denied motion to dis- 
miss without prejudice application specifying operat- 
ing assignment of 1130 ke with 500 watts limited, which 
has been heard and reported; WIXAL, World Wide 
Broadcasting Corp., Boston, present license extended on 
a temporary basis only to Dec. 1, pending action on 
renewal application; John W. Haigis, Greenfield, 
granted new station to be operated daytimes on 1210 ke 
with 250 watts (petition to sustain examiner’s recom- 
mendation dismissed), Commish supporting Examiner 
Tyler Berry. 

Minnesota: Arthur H. Croghan, Minneapolis, denied 
new station to be operated on 1310 kc with 100 watts 
days, Commish sustaining Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. 

Mississippi: Charles F. Engle, Natchez, granted re- 
quest for leave to withdraw without prejudice appli- 
cation for new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Missouri: Charles Porter and Edward T. Eversole, 
Festus, denied new daytime station to be operated on 
1420 ke with 100 watts, Examiner P. W. Seward re- 
versed; Don M. Lidenton and A, L. McCarthy, Poplar 
Bluff, granted new station to be operated daytimes on 

1310 ke with 100 watts, Commish upholding Examiner 
Robert L. Irwin. 

New Hampshire: WFEA, Manchester, granted license 
renewal on a temporary basis subject to action taken 
on renewal application and on petition of WSPD, To- 
ledo, Ohio, opposing granting of request. 

New Jersey: W2XBT, National Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
vicinity of Camden and New York, granted new tele- 
vision station to be operated on frequencies 9200 and 
175000-180000 ke on an experimental basis (power- 
visual transmitter 400 watts, aural transmitter 100 
watts); W3XAL, National Broadcasting Co., Inc., Bound 
Brook, granted renewal of international broadcast ex- 
perimental license; WHOM, New Jersey Broadcasting 
Corp., Jersey City, denied permission to install new 
transmitter and increase day power from 250 watts 
to 1 kw, Examiner Hyde sustained. 

New York: WBNX, New York, denied petition to re- 

















consider and grant without hearing application to in- 
crease day power from 1 to 5 kw and make changes 
in equipment; WBBC, Brooklyn Broadcasting Corp., 
Brooklyn, and WVFW, Paramount Broadcasting Corp., 
Brooklyn, granted temporary license renewals to May 
1, subject to the order of the U. S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia in the case of Debs Me- 
morial Radio Fund, Inc. (WEVD) vs. F. C. C., and the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle Broadcasting Co. Ine., vs. 
F. C. C.; WOKO, WOKO, Inc., Albany, present license 
extended on a temporary basis to Dec. 1, pending action 
on renewal application; WBNX, New York, granted re- 
newal of license for the period Nov. 1 to May 1, 1938. 

Ohio: WBNS, Columbus, granted increase in power 
from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days to 1 kw nights, 5 kw 
days, installation of directional antenna for night use 
and new transmitter. 

Pennsylvania: WPEN, WRAX, WRAX Broadcasting 
Co., Philadelphia, granted extension special temporary 
authority to increase power to 1 kw nights, in order to 
counteract interference caused by station CMX, Ha- 
vana, WWJ, Detroit, and KPRC, Houston, to Nov. 29. 

South Dakota: KGDY, Huron, granted renewal of 
license on temporary basis, subject to Commish action 
on pending application; KABR, Aberdeen Broadcast 
Co., Aberdeen, granted frequency change from 1420 to 
1390 kc, juice jump from 100 watts to 500 watts nights, 
1 kw days, Commish supporting Examiner Hyde. 

Tennessee: National Life & Accident Insurance Co., 
Inc., Nashville, granted new experimental broadcast 
station operating on frequencies 300000, 330000 and 
360000 ke with 15 watts. 

Texas: Valley Publishing Co., Harlingen, application 
for new station to be operated on 1200 kc with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, denied as in cases of de- 
fault for failure to file an appearance. 

Virginia: S. L. Slover Corp., Norfolk, application for 
new station to be operated on 1370 kc with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, dismissed at applicant’s request. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, boost power from 
500 watts to 1 kw, except from 8 to 9 p.m. Mondays. 

Michigan: Thumb Broadcasting Co., Sandusky, new 
Station to be operated on 959 kc with 500 watts nights, 
1 kw days. 

Nebraska: Great Western Broadcasting Co., Omaha, 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

New York: WKBW, Buffalo, make changes in equip- 
ment, jump juice from 5 to 10 kw (present license trans- 


mitter of WGR to be used as main transmitter of 
WKBW). 
Oklahoma: KOMA, Oklahoma City, install new 


equipment and vertical radiator and increase power 
from 5 to 10 kw. 

Seuth Carolina: Y. W. Scarborough and J. W. Orvin, 
Charleston, new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days; Greater Greenwood 
Broadcasting station, Greenwood, new station to be 
=— on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 

ays. 

Texas: Amarillo Broadcasting Corp., Amarillo, new 
Station to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts. 

Virginia: Colonial Broadcasting Corp., Norfolk, new 
station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

Washington: KUJ, Walla Walla, change frequency 
from 1370 to 560 ke, boost power from 100 to 250 watts. 

West Virginia: Joe L. Smith, Jr., Beckley, new station 
to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Wisconsin: Madison Broadcasting Co., Madison, new 
station to be operated on 1450 ke with 250 watts, using 
directional antenna system for day and night operation; 
WISN, Hearst Radio, Inc., Milwaukee, juice-jump from 
250 watts to 1 kw, daytime operation, 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: S. B. Quigley, Mobile, new station to be 
operated days only on 1200 ke with 100 watts; WHBB, 
Selma Broadcasting Co., Inc., authority to transfer con- 
trol of corporation from G. W. Covington, Jr., J. C. 
Hughes and J. S. Allen, to H. A. Shuman, 60 shares 
common stock, and to S, A. Cisler, 60 shares common 
stock. 

Arizona: KVOA, Tucson, transfer of control of cor- 
poration from Albert Steinfeld & Co. to KTAR Broad- 


casting Co, (KTAR, Phoenix), 1503 shares common 
stock, 











WBIG, Greensbore, N. C., cdrry- 
ing stout lineup of local orchs on sus- 
taining, including outfits of Lew 





Here and There 


PEDDLES N.AB. DISCS 











Gogerty, Jack Wardlow, Joe Webster 


WARD Transmitter Site ; 


| 


Tangled by Estate 


Possible that station WARD, in 
Brooklyn, may have to move its 
transmitter located in Long island 
City to another location if difficulty 
with present property owners can- 
not be straightened out. 

Death of original landlord recent- 
ly put property in hands of his es- 
tate which has had a disagreement 
with station operator Rabbi Kronen- 
berg. Matter should be settled one 
way or another in about a week. 


Small Station’s Break 
Wingham, Ont., Nov. 16. 

Cameron Geddes, the international 
concert baritone, was forced to stoy 
over in Wingham after his car be- 
came involved in a motor smashup. 

CKNX prevailed on the singer to 
do a cuffo program while waiting 
around Wingham. Geddes, who wags 
en route to Toronto for an engage- 
ment, is easily the top-rating per- 
former ever to do a live show over 
the locai station. 














Opens Montreal Office 
Montreal, Noy. 16. 

Northern Broadcasting Co. has 
opened a Montreal office to local!y 
contact for sales. Company operates 
three outlying stations, CKGB, Tim- 
mins; CJKL, Kirkland Lake; CFCH, 
North Bay. 

Don Bassett, who formerly bossed 
Northern's Toronto office, is in 
charge of the new sales setup here. 


WENDELL 




















and Duke Barron. 
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THE O'NEILLS’ 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS smo -{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99“ 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 

IN m NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3: 
» COAST TO COAST 
ADVERTISING AGENC 


Dir., COUPTON 





ii a.m. EST 
45 p.m. EST 


Y 
MGT. EO WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 








Jack Van Volkénburg and Frank 
Faulkner ducking the Chicago Co- 
lumbia-WBBM corridors for some 
north Michigan deer-sniping with 
Leo Fitzpatrick. 








Jane Scott, Les Atlass’ sec, steps 
over to the other side of the fence, | 
joining Benton & Bowles’ new lay- | 
out in Chi. 

Ros Metzger, Ruthrauf & Ryan | 
radio chief in Chi, to St. Louis to! 
eye some R. & R. ether activities. 





Sidney Strotz, Chi NBC Artists | 
Service manager, shooting at ducks 
all this week. | 





‘Lights Out,’ NBC midnight sus- | 
tainer, switches Chicago outlet from | 
WENR to WCFL. 





Emmors C. Carlson, NBC sales) 
promoter for Chicago spieling at | 
luncheons around town, 


Edward B. Latimer, 


formerly | 


program director at WNBF, Bing- |S. C. 


announcing 


TO PHILLY STATIONS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Salesman for National Association 
of Broadcasters’ transcription serv- 
ice was in town during the past 
week canvassing local stations. 

He was peddling a full kit of dises 
carrying public domain music. Discs 
are sold, not rented or leased as by 
other transcription makers. 

WDAS understood to have bought 
a quantity of the platters. : 











hamton, N. Y¥.; now with Federal 
radio project directing ‘Men of 
Art’ series on WHN, N. Y., and play- 
ing lead in ‘Tish’ dramatizations 
over CBS, 





Richard Post, formerly of WCCO 


staff, switching to 
WBBM-CBS, Chicago. 





Louis Farrior has quit as chief an- 
nouncer at WSFA, Montgomery, 
Ala. Replacing is Earl Caton, Jr., 
formerly with WAIM, Anderson, 


HALL 


—Radie Results— 
EVEREADY BATTERIES 
WRIGLEY GUM 
MAJESTIC RADIOS 
SHELL OIL 
FITCH SHAMPOO 
GILLETTE RAZORS 


4351 No. Paulina St. 
Chicago, Il. 


Address: 








JOE 
RINES 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
GRUEN WATCH PROGRAM 


SUNDAYS, NBC Red, 5:30-6 P.M. 


s 
FRENCH CASINO 
NEW YORK 


* 
Brunswick Records 
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Fentoring 


DONNA DAE 


THIRD ENGAGEMENT 


COLLEGE INN, Chicagc 


Cs. (4 


ast-to-Cojast 


HOLD FINANCE 
VHROCGKAM 


NEGO -U8dare 
ae | 


HOUSE 
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GUS VAN 


STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO 
Central Booking Office, Inc. 


54 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Ul. 
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THE KING’S JESTERS 


AND THEIR ORCHESTRA 
with MARJORIE WHITNEY 


BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 
HOTEL LASALLE, CHICAGO 


Dir.: Consolidated Radio Artists, ine 





——— 








THE SMOOTHIES 
BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Second Year for Tums 
WLW and NBC Red, 
Tues.-Thurs., 7:15 P.M., E.S.T. 


Coast-to-Coast 












































Wednesday, November 17, 1937 


RADIO 


VARIETY 





-53 








Co-axial Cable 
Called Visio's 
Bump-Jumper 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

First public demonstration of the 
co-axial cable was given here for a 
‘ group of newspapermen and phone 
company execs last Wednesday (10). 
Cable, developed by Bell Telephone 
labs, is the first successful means by 
which television can be sent more 
than 25 miles, which is. its natural 
limit. 

Clear reproduction of a Paramount 
newsreel. run through a projector in 
New York was viewed on a seven- 
by-eight inch screen in Bell Tele- 
phone offices here. Pix were trans- 
mitted not through the air, but 
through the new cable, which, in 
effect, takes a million cycle band of 
ether and compresses it into a-half- 
inch piece of copper wire. 

E. M. Strieby, Bell engineer who 
developed the cable, said tests have 
now conclusively proved that it will 
probably never be possible to send 
visio pix through the air‘more than 
25 miles, as they travel in a straight 
line and thus leap off the earth at 
the horizon. 

That is why the new cable is so 
important. It makes possible trans- 
mission of pix over any distance and 
opens the way to nationwide visio 
shows, just the way ordinary wires 
are used for coast to coast broadcasts. 

Strieby said last week’s demonstra- 
tion was only to show that American 
Telephone & Telegraph is ready with 
its part of the television set-up when 
the developers of sending and re- 
ceiving apparatus are fully prepared 
with theirs. He indicated that he 
didn’t look for that for a long time 

Cable now in use between Philly 
and New York is capable of carry- 
ing pix of only 240-line definition, 
for it is only of a million cycle 
width. Strieby said, however, it will 
be jumped shortly to two million 
cycles, capable of carrying 340-line 
definition. No change need be made 
in the cable itself for this. Only 
the number of automatic repeaters 
between here and New York needs 
to be increased. There are 10 now 
By further increase in the repeaters 
the cable can be still further stepped 
up to handle the now-standard 441- 
line . definition. visio pix. This re- 
quires three million cycles. 


Rockefeller’s $69,000 
For Educational Study 
Of Air by Ohio State 


Columbus, Nov. 16. 

With a $69,000 grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation’s General 
Education Board to draw on for the 
next two years, Ohio State Univer- 
sity will survey radio broadcasts for 
schools with a view to figuring out 
what pupils can be expected to gain 
from them and what techniques and 
types of programs are most effective. 

University had asked for $172,000 
and five years. Work will be re- 








viewed after two years, with the re- | 


mainder of the money and three 
more years to follow 
okay. 

Evaluation staff is directed by I. 


Keith Tyler, research assistant in | 


radio division of Ohio State Bureau 
of Educational Research. J. Wayne 
Wrightstone, formerly of Teachers’ 


College, Columbia U., is associate di- 


rector. 

Research will be carried on in 
three fields under three research as- 
sociates. Norman Woelfel, former 
editor of Social Frontiers, ‘will su- 
pervise the field of social studies; 
Louis Heil from Ohio University, 
will delve into programs devoted to 
science; and Alton O’Steen, who came 
here from the University of Minne- 
sota, will work in the field of arts 
(English and music). -Each will also 
have a graduate student as research 
assistant. 

Plan is to set up four experimental 
centers in New York area, California 
area, Chicago area and the Cleve- 
land or Detroit area. Broadcasters 
and teachers will be called in to 
joint conferences for the purpose of 
determining the why and where- 
fore and the where-do-we-go-from- 
here of educational broadcasts. 





Samuel R. Rosenbaum, prez of 
WFIL, reappointed member of the 
Pennsy State Banking Board by 
Governor Earle. 


RICHMOND’S 4TH STATION 


WPHR, Petersburg, Now Is WRNL— 
Same Staff 








Richmond, Nov. 16. 

Fourth station for this city became 
reality Sunday with WRNL making 
its official bow with brief dedicatory 
program originating from transmit- 
‘ter site. Station formerly head- 
quartered in Petersburg, with call 
letters of WPHR. New arrival is 
owned by same outfit controlling the 
News Leader, evening sheet. 


Station becomes key station 
Virginia Broadcasting System. Others 
in regional are: WGH, Newport 
News; WBTM, Danville: WLVA. 
Lynchburg, and WCHV, Charlottes- 





| ville. 
| Earl 


Sowers, who split time be- 
| tween promotion work for News 
Leader and managing WPHR. now 


| devoting himself fully to WRNL and 
| Va. Broadcasting System duties. -Un- 
| derstood the entire WPTIR personnel 
nee with WRNL. Walter Sel- 
| den is‘ chief engineer; Theodore 
| Chezick, assistant engineer; C. Alden 
Baker, sales manager; Marynclle 
Gutridge, music director and staff 
accompanist; Miss Blanche Moody, 
Wallace Stell, Edward Burch and 
Ned Williams. 

Station operating on 500 watts un- 
til sunset. Has application in for a 
juice jump to 1,000. Also looking 
forward to full-time privileges. 

John Stewart Bryan, publisher of 
News Leader, also has application 
with FCC for a ‘station to 
WPHR, in Petersburg. 

Pending completion of Richmond 
studios, in December, WRNL pro- 


and from remote points. 





— 


and sympathy.” 


af * 








for | 


replace | 


grams originating at transmitter site | 


WINS ‘Voice of Mirror’; 
Air ‘Necessary Adjunct 


For Modern Newspaper 





be ‘the Voice of the Daily Mirror.’ 
This supersedes the former tie-up 
with another Hearst paper, the Jour- 


nal-American. Sunday comics of the | 
latter will, however, continue to be | 


exploited on WINS through ‘Jolly 
Bill’ Steinke. 

Charles McCabe, publisher of the 
Mirror, made’the statement in con- 
nection with the hookup that a mod- 
ern newspaper must regard a radio 
station ‘as ‘a necessary adjunct. 
WINS programs that hereafter will 
be identified with the Mirror include 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Reader’ (Florence 
Maxwell, ‘Louis Fehr), “The Globe 
Trotter’ (J.' Knox Gibble), Prudence 
Penny and a daily 5:45 sports review. 
WPEN Anti-Lingual Move 

Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

.WPEN, which recently came un- 
der ownership of John Iraci, took its 
first step this week to clear its air 
of foreign language shows. Started a 
2:30 to 4 p. m. daily participating 
program yesterday tagged ‘920 Club’ 
(920 kiloeycles). No foreign stuff ac- 
cepted on it. 

Angelo Palange handles it 





Biondi Upped at CKA 


Montreal, Nov. 16. 


Ferdinand Biondi is newly upped | 


to assistant program director at sta- 
vion CKAC. 
“"e> been an announcer. 





—_— 


* * 


‘HILLTOP HOUSE’ 


| With Bess Johnson, Carleton Young, 


Donnelly 
Serial 
15 Mins. 
PALMOLIVE 


‘ Irene Hubbard, Jay Austin, John 
| , ; Moore, Janice Gilbert and Jimmy 
if results are | . 


Mon.-Fri., 5:45 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


- ” 





| 

| ° Coast-to-Coast—67 Stations 
a : 

1 

| 


(Benton & Bowles) 


* * 








Reward : 





St. Louis, Nov. 16. 

Charley Stookey, who m.c.’s 
the ‘Crack of Dawn’ hillbilly 
program over KWK here daily 
at 6 a.m., lives on his farm 30 
miles from the city. To reach 
the studio in time to line up his 
presentation Stookey 
3:30 a.m. 

During the three years he has 


arises alt 


been, with the station Stookey 
has driven more than _ 60,000 
miles, worn out a couple of 





cars, but has never been late 

On Monday (8) Stookey 
signed a 52-week contract with 
Mutual to produce his own hill- 
billy show which wiil be heard 
over KWK and WGN. 








apple last Thursday 
en masse to watch Major 
Davies, U. 
march 
parade. 


Yoo-Hoo, Boss! 
Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
WIP staff passed teacher a big red | 
by turning out 
Edward A 
Aeserve Corps, 
Armistice Day 


S. Army 
by in the 


Major Davies was just named g.m. 
t=) 


of WIP. 


Gene Edwards, spieler named to 
staff 
| has been named supe in charge of all 
‘nite nrograms. 


at WDAS, Philly, month ago, 








. Televized Version of ‘Journey's Eel 
Handicapped by Small 


WINS, New York, will hereafter | 


Sized Image 


London, Nov. 16. 

First full length play to be tele- 
vised was performed Thursday (11) 
when ‘Journey’s End’ was produced 
at British Broadcasting Corp.’s Alex- 
andra Palace studio. Original script, 
almost intact, consumed 80 minutes. 

It was a most important effort in 
experimental visio here. Pictures 
of the main scene, an officer's trench 
dugout, were well defined ran 
smoothly. 

As in the past, main handicap was 
to secure sufficient action and move- 
ment in a one-foot-square screen and_.. 
until larger reception apparatus is 
marketed television will suffer 
this handicap. In several 
it was apparent that restricted space 
penalized the actors but despite these 
limitations they managed to give a 
fairly gripping performance. 


and 


from 
instances 


WIND Adds Spielers 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Two former chief announcers 
added to announcing staff of WIND 





here last week. 

Carl Erickson came in from top 
announcing spot of WROK, Rock- 
ford, and Bruce Robertson from 
same at KXBY, Kansas City. 

Crouch Puffs Leigh 

Jim Crouch, formerly VARIETY rep 
in Greenville, S. C., is now estab- 
lished in Manhattan, 

Publicizing Douglas Leigh, the 


electric sign king. 





RADIO DAILY of November 3, 1937—“ ‘Hilltop 
House’ is a warm, human interest serial with 
orphanage locale, well written and acted. 
Opening episode aroused immediate interest 


MOTION PICTURE DAILY of November 
2, 1937—“An interesting script series... . 
It is human interest stuff.” 


VARIETY —Issue November 10, 1937. “Whole show is expertly 


produced and played ... Bess Johnson a particular click ... Seems 
well aimed to click with the desired public.” 


“HILLTOP HOUSE” 


Written by 


ADELAIDE MARSTONE 


Directed by 


CARLO DE ANGELO 
Presented by BENTON & BOWLES, INC. 
Through the Offices of EDWARD WOLF 


Wolf Associates, Inc. 
RKO Bidg., New York 
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Dise Reviews 


By Abel Green 


Freddie Fisher and his Schnickel- 
fritzers on Decca 1501 give out ‘Baby 
Smiles at Me’ and ‘Nobody’s Got the 
Biuves But Me’ in the corny-hot man- 


ner which first brought this 


Cities hinterland 


a Warner Bros. $25,000 contract. 


really old-school jazz, 


a bit ahead of the parade in ‘dis- 
covering’ some new novelty on the 

$a good sample 

I O fittin ‘that Johnny Mercer 
interpret his own composition, ‘Bob 
White (Whatcha Gonna Swing To- 
night)?’ on Brunswick 7988 in the 

yert rhythm manner that he doe 
It's a peach of a rhythm tune and 
Wlercer scats it in great style with 
his orchestra which features himself 


Rev erse 
Mercer 
and very 


vocally plus a mixed choir 
is another’ characteristic 
piece, ‘Jamboree’ Blues,’ 
solid Jackson. 


Twin 
band to attention, 
principally via the Decca disks, into 
It’s 
but commer- 
cial. and for those who want to be 


_MUSIC — 


DANCE TOURS 
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Se ee ——= 
ler’s Trio vocalizes the latter, wnt! —— 
| Bill Darnell handles ‘Tears.’ Rinker | * 
| is Mildred Bailey’s brother and one | est eet Uusic ers 
j}of the original Paul Whiteman | 
| Rhythm Boys, with Bing Crosby and 
Harry Barris. Decca 1900. a Week ending Saturday, Nov. 13 
And still more swingo: Brunswick 
nae ‘Say '~8007 via Hudson-DeLange’s ad-| 
| Clinton’s corking novelty, paired) vanced arrangements of ‘Popcorn | Wierd Wig: as oo cc Sales ie he cee kaw e Fee hotiwentee Witmark 
with a swing version of Jerome, Man,’ théir own sequel to Organ | Can't Stop Me from Dreaming enatahl 
Kern’s now classic ‘Who?’; ‘Getting | Grinder,’ -paired with ‘Goin’ Hay- | : R Left in My Heart a eae ee : a 
Some Fun Out of Life.’ backed by! wire,’ another Will Hudson interpre- One Rose Le Jaci VY FCAT. 2. eee ee ee ee eee eee Shapiro 
‘Mission By the Sea’ (of the smoother | tation in jazz. The ‘m’ indicates this | OM ROARS ROOT 5s ans 6450 CCAS NCAA ECS RA WE Set bas as Witmark ‘ 
senera). and ‘You're a Sweetheart.’| is a Master Record (Irving Mills) | PE Can 6 hoc KA 0 FO cdewaN bos Wade Ska ohne ks Seu Marlo | 
Par film title song, coupled with! production for Brunswick release.|{ *Reases in December .......-.0+c0ccecccecceccecsccees Berlin ! 
‘Nice Work If You Can Get It’ Nan Wynn and a choir vocalize GE EE i ER 8 Se SEES ERR Rei ore tae Feist 
(Gershwin) from the new Astaire | ‘Popcorn Man. , ey eS here Par ee eee Miller 
filmusical. In all ae ee Duke Eilington’s ‘Crescendo in *Moon Got in My Eyes.... ree 
Pantirh ‘OCs , one . he ‘oOrk- . oa é . ° as He ‘ JSD. sete wee essesesseseeese ss eves ees oe@iec 
i. mg whe pine tig iy Hor wa on fea- — ant, Ueerenen sn Sree ae So Many Memories coders cecesece Shapiro : 
» of the Dorsey brand of dansapa- | ,,-j:ions by the No. 1 Negro maestro *Blossoms on Broadway Mea RASA S 5 acai ... famous 
Jack Leonard also contribs 4 of the day, on Brunswick m8004 (an- If Ii’s the Last Thing I Do........ : Crawford 
eal ist : other Master record, in other words), My. Cabin of Dreams Berlin : 
Plenty of novelty dance waxin which should command lots of crit- *Can I Forget You? ‘happell 
Ben Pollack’s Pick-a-Rib Boy show ical and sales attention from the wax *Have You Any Castles Baby? : ite Sa { 
how. with “The Snake Charme? | worshipers Thev’re instrumental ; ' 
(Leonard Whitcup and Teddy Pow interpretations with all the Elling- Indicates filmusical song. Indicates stage production song, 
ell’s novelty) and ‘I’m in My Glor; tonian niceties in arrangement and The. others are pops. 
Perzy Mann vocalizin on Decca! ,arformance, although okay for 
1488 ‘Mamma I -Wanna Make | gance too tie 
Rhythm.’ and ‘Have You Ever Been ss d i ren aii n 
in Heaven. -two-from ‘Manhattan sul more swingo by Larry Cia Best Record Sellers CONSOLIDATED EXECS 
Merrv-Go-Round.’ featured .Frances ton, the up n coming new composer- 


jing Crosby 
with 
for orchestral assistance, are solid 
senders with their vocalisthenics of 
‘Bob White’ and the old ‘Basin Street 
Blues.’. It’s an extraordinarily fin- 
ished waxing and a cinch best seiler 
as Bing and Miss Ecswell crosstalk 
the lyric upplemented by their 
own uniague vocal accomplishments 
Decca 1483. 

George Jessel has an O. K. platter 
on Decca 1484 with his ‘Hello, Mom- 
ma’ comedy monolog in two 
which might well be extended 
a series. The field is ripe for a nov- 
elty comedy disk as there hasn’t been 
one in quite a spell. 


Victor 25692-3-4-5 offers an octet of 
Tommy Dorseyiana that should sat- | 
isfy his fans in every department. It | 
| Oneal Spencer vocalizing. And Frank 
| Froeba, a West 52d street post-grad- 


runs the gamut of his modulated 


swing to the advanced jambo. ‘Moan- 
and ‘Down with ! 


in’ in the Mornin’ 
Love’ (E. Y. Harburg-Harold Arlen) 
are culled from ‘Hoorey 
on the first platter. 


and Connie Boswell, 
John Scott Trotter’s orchestra | 


parts 
into 


for What’ 
In sequence the 


Hunt vocally and the advanced Pol- 
lack swingo in general. 
More Swing 

Art Shaw and his New Music 
(Brunswick 7986) show how with °A 
Strange Loneliness’ and ‘Let "Er Go,’ 
Dolores O’Neil vocalizing. From 
England, Ambrose and his Orchestra 
interpret two of Ravmond Scott’s 
jazz classics, “Toy Tr: , 
Powerhouse’ on Decca 1485. 
Goodman’s Lionel Hampton, with his 
own combo, on Victor 25699, do 
swing tricks with ‘Judy’ (Hoagy Car- 
michael’s old tune) and ‘Object of 
My Affection,” wherein Hampten’s 
vibraphone and voice are both fea- 
tured. Willie Smith (The Lion) and 
his Cubs on Decca 1503 are quite 
ferocious with ‘Honeymooning on a 
Dime’ and ‘Achin’ Hearted Blues,’ 


4 ~- 
umper ana 


uate, tickles some wicked bunch of 
keys, augmented by his own orches- 
in My 


|tra, in interpreting “Tears 
Heart’ and ‘Swiss Hill Billy’ in a 
manner to edify the cats. Al Rink- 





others are ‘Dipsy Doodle,’ Larry 
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arranger, who has been surrounded 
with a crack dance team on Vic- | 

r 25697. His original foxtrot nov- 
elties. ‘Midnight in a Madhouse’ and 
‘The Big Dipper’ are fodder. for the 
*yators. 

‘hick ~ Bullock and his Levee 
Lounvers on Melotone 7-12-02 is 
moother with ‘I Owe You’ and ‘If 
It’s the Last Thing I do,’ Bullock also 
vocalizing. 

Vicent Lopez on Melotone 7-12-01 
is likewise danceworthy with his two 
from ‘Damsel in Distress’ (Gersh- 
win)—‘A Fogy Day’ and ‘Nice Work | 
If You Can Get It.’ Bob Lytell has 
a nice vocal range, and Johnny Mer- 
ris, 2n old Lopez standby, is likewise 
effective with the lyrics. 

Leo Reisman clicks with Cole Por- 
ter’s ‘Rosalie’ excerpts on competi- 
tive labels, doing the title son, and | 


‘Close.’ a waltz. for Victor 25698,’ and 
for Brunswick 7985 Reisman has 
‘Stl of the Nieht’ and ‘Who Knows?’ | 


In all, Lee Sullivan vocalizes and in 
all the ultra Reisman recording tech- 
niaue is distinctive and distinguished. 
He’s now back on Victor as an ex- 
clusive artist. 

Emery Deutsch is another smoothie | 
Br. 7987 with ‘Love to Play a} 
Love Scene’ and ‘I Want a New Ro- 
mance,’ both out of Par’s ‘Love on 
Toxst’ (Sam Coslow). 


Deutsch’s own dansapation style is in 
the Waldorf manner. 


mercial are Rudy Vallee’s versions 
the ‘Rather Be Right’ excerpts, 
‘Have You Met Miss Jones,’ and the 
title song (Rodgers and Hart), with 
the maestro self-vocalizing. ‘Mission 
by the Sea’ and ‘When-.the Organ 
Played O Promise Me.’ are two pons, 


| respectively, on Bluebird 7238-7226. | , ‘Dipsy Doodle,’ 


HOT PHILLY ELECTION 


Two Rivals for Union 
Presidency 


Tomei Has 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
White hot election campaign now 


|on at Musicians’ Local, with three 
tickets in field for the first time in | ee 


history. A. A. Tomei, present prez, 
from Israel Saffron, a v.p. and vio- 
linist 


Saffron is popular, but Tomei com- 


creases he has obtained and the fact 











| that every Philly radio station now | 


| has a house band for first time in | 
say he has} 


| history. His enemies 
| been too arbitrary and stubborn. 

| No matter who wins, tickets are 
| going to be badly split, with officers 
|} elected from ali three. 
|} one is headed by Romeo Cella, for- 
| mer prez. 
| 


Running for v.p. are. Joseph Levy, | 
| Glenn Coolidge, James Vallmer, and | 


| Morris Bokser. Av Rex Ricardi is 
|up to succeed himself as secretary 
against Anthony Liuzzi and George 
Hartung. Assistant secretary Charles 
| Saxton and treasurer Josephy Bos- 


| sle have field to themselves. 


| Following are candidates for dele- 
| gates to convention next June: Jack 
Pomerantz, Frank Nicoletta, A. Rex 
| Ricardi, Michael Del-Angelo, Max 
| Zehr, Bertram Comfort, Anthony 
Cochard, Oscar Moldower, William 
| C, Kalitz, Dick Castilluci and An- 
| thony Liuzzi. 
There are 27 candidates for the 
| Six posts on the exec committee. 





4— Vieni 


5—'In the Mission by the Sea,’ ‘When | 


2—‘Vieni Vieni,’ ‘In the Mission by 
3—‘Foggy Day,’ ‘I Can’t Be Bothered 


4—‘Nice 


Barry McKin- | 
ley does an excellent vocal job, and | 


Liekwise smooth and highly com- | 


| 4—*Why Can’t We Do It Again,’ ‘With 


.2—When Organ Played © Promise|| $HE’S TALL! SHE’S TAN! 


| 5—‘Once in a While,’ ‘If It’s the Last 


faces terrific battle for re-election, 2—If You Were Someone Else,’ 


in the Earle theatre orch | ‘Right or wreng, tava Tow 
"| 


mands general respect for wage in- | 


| tracts. | 
The third | | 


| Rines, latter two former CRA bands, 


(Week ending hikenencr, Nov. 13.) | LOSE DADS BY DEATH 


vw 
BLUEBIRD 


1—‘Fozgy. Day,’ ‘Nice- Work If You Two top execs of CRA lost their 
Can Get It’ (Shep Fields). fathers this week with death of 

2—‘You Can’t Stop Me From Dream-; James D. Green, father of Charles 
ing,’ ‘Big Apple’ (Ozzie Nelson).' Green, in Marion, O.,' and that of 
‘Snake Charmer,’ ‘Dipsy Doodle’| father of Sian Zucker, v-p 


er attended funeral in Cleve 
O., Nov. 16, while Green is en 
route from Hollywood to Marion for 
funcral today (Wednesday) of 
parent, 


Frinle 
LUCK 


with | land, 


Blaine ). 
Vieni,’. ‘Don’t PI 
Fire’ (Rudy. Vallee). 


Ta3 
AWOL Y 


ay 


his 
the Organ Played ‘O, Promise Me’ 
(Rudy Vallee). - 
BRUNSWICK 
1—*Popceorn Man,’ ‘Going Haywire’ 
(Hudson-de Lange). 


Anson Weeks Grosses $715 
At Nebraska Casino 

Lincoln, Nov. 16. 
Anson Weeks totalled $715 for the 
Turnpike Casino gate and 
scaled at $1.66 per advance, 
$2.20 at the door. MCA bands have 


Sea’ (Heidt). 


(5), was 


by You’ (Ray Noble). 
Work If You Can Get It,’ 


‘Things Are Looking Up’ (Ray 


couple 
ple 


Noble) been making a neat impression on 
Oo . 

: rh re - ; ,| the patronage at. -the- spot,- Shep 
et ove You in My Dreams,’| Fields being the next booked, Nov. 


‘Bugle Call Rag’ (Heidt). 


19. Ted Weems is on the slate for 

DECCA December. 
1—‘Basin St. Blues,’ ‘Bob White’ Weeks was cued with the Ne- 
(Bing Crosby-Connie Boswell). | braska-Kansas homecoming - game. 
2—‘Vieni Vieni,’ ‘Cielito Lindo’ (Fio| While here, he signed Jack Wells, 


Rito). 

3—‘Geitin’? Some Fun Out of Life,’ 
“Roses in December’ (Dick Rob-| 
ertson orch). 


| KFAB singer, who will join him at 
the Trianon, Chicago, Dec. 1. 








Love in My Heart’ (Andy Kirk). 

5—‘Remember Me,’ ‘I Still Love to! 
Kiss You Goodnight’ (Bing! 
Crosby). 





VICTOR | 
‘Who?’ (Tommy 


A Tune-Terrifiec 


New 
COTTON CLUB PARADE 


Score From the 
Dorsey ). 


Me,’ ‘Ten Pretty Girls’ (Lom- | 


3 ee 1 J in,’ ‘Hopel L | SHE'S TERRIFIC! 
oa Ss umpin, ess ove 
ao I'm Always In The Mood For You 


Affair’ (Fats Waller). 
4—‘Big Dipper,’ ‘Midnight in the Harlem Bolero 
| Saoae 


Madhouse’ (Larry Clinton orch). ‘ 
Still the Season’s Top Melody 


Moon At Sea 


Will Hudson’s Smash Sequel Te 
“Organ Grinder’s Swing” 


Popcorn Man 


Thing I Do’ (Tommy Dorsey). 
VOCALION 

‘Vieni Vieni,” ‘Once in While’ 

(Bert Block orch). 








‘After You’ (Sammy Kaye). 


A New Jaun-areus Hudson Hit 
. . _ 
Sophisticated Swing 


I'm Just a Country Boy at Heart 


(Mildred Bailey orch). 
4—‘Trees,’ ‘What's Your 
(Fletcher Henderson). 
5—‘Popcorn Man,’ ‘Doodle Doo Doo’ 

(Kidoodlers). 


Story’ 








England's New Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 


Roemer’s Trio 

Milton Roemer, former v.p. of Con- | 
solidated Radio Artists, has signed | 
three bands to personal rep con- | 






Isham Jones, Jerry Blaine and Joe 
vere BROADWAY aw your, m ¥. 


| Mus ‘Music, Inc. 








are now Roemer managed. 











THE COUNTRY’S NEW NO. 1 SONG 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU GOODNIGHT 


From WALTER WANGER'S “52nd STREET” 


THAT OLD FEELING 
JOSEPHINE 


THAT STANDARD BEARER OF XMAS SONGS 


SANTA CLAUS IS COMIN’ TO TOWN 
LEO FEIST, Inc. 1629 Broadway New York 


CHESTER COHN, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 

















IRVING BERLIN. 


Geter 


A SMASH HIT BY NICK KENNY THAT WILL LAST LONGER 


THERE’S A GOLD MINE IN THE 


By NICK and CHARLES KENNY 
@ 799 SEVENTH AVENUE. NEW YORK @ HARRY LINK: Gen. Prof. Mor. 


THAN “HOME ON THE RANGE” 
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DANCE BANDS AND P.AS 





Orchestra men should read carefully and study the implications of this 
week’s news story about a press agent’s stunt that backfired. That is em- 
parrassing always and usually just what a little common sense could avoid. 


Dancemen are rightly conscious of the values of publicity. 
to keep their names before the public—on one side—and before the trade | 
—on the equally important other side. 


to attract attention. 
fictional groups, to start insincere c 


They want 


But there’s a right and wrong way 


The wrong way is to organize phoney and purely 


ontroversies, to send out silly letters 


expressing opinions on subjects concerning which the danceman can know 


nothing. And is not expected to. 


Press agents suffer from too little scruples and too much imagination. 
They sometimes get their clients seriously involved. Orchestra leaders or 
managers should remember that getting a phoney story in print may an- 
tagonize the editor, great or small, who is victimized, 





More constructive attention-getters are those that legitimately adopt 
principles of showmanship and exploitation. 








Television Rights, 


Unknown Factor, 





Jams Up Composer-Publisher Pact 


Negotiations for a standard con- 
tract between the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Association and publishers 
struck another bump last week when 


counsel for film-producer controlled | 


publishing firms insisted that the 
studios retain the television rights to 
music turned out by writers under 
contract. These lawyers took the 
position that since no one can an- 


ticipate the value of such rights it} 


would be in the best interests of the 
studios to defer making any com- 
mitments on whether SPA members 


might assign the television rights of | 


their scores to the association. 

Same group of producers’ lawyers 
are also reluctant to grant the SPA 
the right to obtain by assignment 
the synchronization rights to studio- 
written tunes after they have been 
used in the picture for which they 
had primarily been prepared. The 
SPA wants its writers to get 50% 
of the synchronization proceeds 
should this same music be used in 
another picture, while the producers 
contend that the songs were written 
under a weekly salary they are the 
sole property of the studio and it is 
of no concern to the writer where 
or how many times the same music 
is used by the same producing or- 
ganization. 

Non-picture publishers have prac- 
tically agreed with the SPA on the 
wording of the uniform contract as 
far as they are concerned, and the 
agreement is expected to become ef- 
fective by the end of this month. 


Larry Spier Reported 
Backed by Ted Collins; 
Would Buy Forster Co. 


Larry Spier, who quit recently as 
gen. mgr. of the Crawford Music Co., 
has put in a bid for the Forster 
Music Co., of Chicago. Spier mac 
the approach to Fred Forster aftc 
he had felt out Johnny O’Connor 
about the possibility of taking over 
Words & Music, Ine. Talk with 
O'Connor got nowhere. 

Forster is reported to have quoted 
$150,000 as the price that would in- 
terest him were he inclined to dis- 
pose of his catalog. Spier is said in 
music publishing circles to have the 
financial 
manager for Kate Smith. 











MISS JOYCE OVERLOOKED 


Irene Gallagher Not First Feminine 
Publishing Exec 








Staff at Sam Fox Music Publishing 
Co. takes exception to the rating 
given Irene Gallagher as the first 
femme business head of a pop pub- 
lishing house, Fox contingent points 
to its own Kathryn V. Joyce, who 
has been general manager of Fox's 
various music interests for 17 years. 
_Miss Gallagher was recently as- 
signed by Max Dreyfus to head the 


ciaee end of the Crawford Music 
0. 


backing of Ted Collins, | 





| Savitt’s 50-50’ Waxings 


Philadelphia, Nov, 16. 
‘Fifty-Fifty,’ 
of Pennsylvania Mask and Wig 
club’s musical this year, will be 
disced for Victor by Jan Savitt’s Top 


Hatter house band at 
| KYW. 

Waxings. skedded to get under way 
tomorrow (Wed.) at RCA-Victor 
| plant in Camden, 


Radio Station 
Becomes Forum 
For Reformers 





Score of 


University 


orchestra, 








Milwaukee, Nov. 16. 

WTMJ got in on the verbal and 
newsprint hullabulloo resuiting from 
some ministerial peekabooing at pubs 
and niteries by putting its facilities 
at the disposal of the clergy’s vice 
investigating committee chairman, 
the local district attorney, the presi- 
dent of the Taverns Owners Associa- 
tion, the chairman of the City Coun- 


cil’s license committee, the head of 
the Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
the Brewers’ Association’s prez and 
the chief of police. 

Station contributed eight 15-min- 
ute periods for the crossfire. 


Music Notes 











"vhnnie Burke and Jimmy Monaco 

cleffed three ditties for Bing 

.cby’s major starrer, ‘Doctor 

| Rhythm.’ They are ‘Trumpet Play- 

er’s Lament,’ ‘P. S. 43’ and ‘This Is 
My Night to Dream.’ 








| Jack Lawrence and Peter Tinturin 
| cleffed ‘I Was the Power Behind the 
| Throne’ for Republic’s ‘Outside of 
| Paradise.’ 


| Smiley Burnette turned in ‘Move 
| Along’ and ‘Kitty McFooty’ for Re- 
| public’s ‘Outside of Paradise,’ to be 
| warbled by Gene Autry. 


| — 
Jack Mills will publish the score 


| 


| ody-Ambassador 
| . 
| producing. 


Pictures, 


Dr. Edward Kilenyi is scoring 
'‘Headin’ East,’ Buck Jones starrer 
for Coronet. 
| Harry Warren and Al Dubin 
handed in 10 ditties for Warners’ 
|‘Gold Diggers in Paris.’ 





| Leo Forbstein assigned to 
i ‘Hollywood Hotel’ at Warners. 





score 


lof ‘Swing It, Professor,” which Mel- | 
Inc., is | 





PRESS PHONY BOOM 


IMAGINARY GUILD 
UNION VIOLATION 


Executive Board of Local 
892 .Warns Its Member- 
ship Against Press Agents’ 
Wild Stunts 


REBUKES GLOVER 


Executive board of the New York 
Musicians Union has warned its pub- 
licity-seeking members against per- 
mitting their press agents to cook up 


stunts which in substance are con- 
trary to the rules and regulations 
of the AFM local. Beware order 


was issued after a rebuke had been 
administered to Joe Glover for or- 
ganizing what his p.a. had elected to 
call an ‘Arrangers Guild.’ Local 
802’s board became interested when 
the idea of the Guild crashed the 
trade papers as well as the New 
York dailies. 

Under the local’s rules its mem- 
bers are banned from organizing 
anything that might even suggest 
another labor or guild group. Social 
or beneficial coteries within Local 
802 are okay but under no circum- 
stances will a group representing 
any class of musical specialists be 
tolerated. 

After he had been summoned be- 
fore the executive board Glover ex- 
pressed himself as surprised that the 
union's Officials were taking his 
‘Guild’ seriously. Glover explained 
that his press agent had drummed up 
the thing as a stunt that would get 
him (Glover) some attention and per- 
haps more work as an arranger. 
Other Local 802 members who had 
been summoned declared that the 
first they knew of being elected of- 
ficers of Glover’s ‘Guild’ was when 
they read about it in the newspapers. 
They had not even attended a meet- 
ing. 

Glover’s p.a. had described the 
purpose of the ‘Arrangers Guild’ as 
seeking to obtain recognition for the 
‘forgotten men of show business,’ 
such as getting billing for them on 
phonograph records and radio pro- 
grams. 


Horace Heidt’s Q.&A. 
Gag and Stunts For 
Audience Participash 


Dancemen, bookers and the trade 
generally are watching with in- 
terest the ‘audience participation’ 
stunts Horace Heidt is working out at 
the Hotel Biltmore, New York. 
Generally felt that Heidt is going to 
undreamed-or extremes for a dig- 
nified hotel in creating a chummy 
environment of informal partying 
between the orchestra and the dine- 
dancers. 

Heidt is being mentioned as per- 
haps the hardest working mezestro in 
the dance biz and the trade grimacés 
a bit at the military drill regime that 
evidently is followed in order to 
keen the orchestra up in not only all 
the new nut the old dance tunes and 
umpteen dozen novelties. 

A standara stunt Heidt has been 
working over WOR, New York, is to 
‘interview dancing couples between 
numbers. He asks them their names, 
home towns, what football game 
they will or did attend, and other- 
wise generates a lightly facetious 
relationship. Considerable’ gaiety 
and a lot of curiosity is a result. Be- 
sides exercising a natural magnetism 
for the gay collegians to whom the 
Biltmore now caters, this fraternity 
house crossfire makes good listening. 

Contest for rhymes, try-outs for 
young professionals (with a t:e-up to 
Heidt’s sponsored show for Alemite) 
are some of the other stunts of ‘au- 
dience participation’ whereby com- 
mon ground is established between 
the dance floor and the radio listener 
to the improvement and attraction of 
paying customers and the popularity 








radio listeners. 
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| Salabert Due in N. Y. 


Francis Salabert, French music 


publisher, arrives Monday (22) for 
la five-weeks stay. He plans to visit 
Hollywood as well as make the 
rounds of the New York pubs on 


this trip. 
Salabert’s American rep, Joachim 
Aberbach, last week acquired 


all French-speaking 
the Lincoln Music Co. 


territory from 





Metro Owns Sync 
Rights to ‘Happy 
Days Here Again 


stein have settled their long-pending 
court dispute over the rights to 
‘Happy Days Are Here Again.’ 
der the terms of adjudication the 
nization rights exclusively, while all 
other rights belong to the publishing 
firm. 

Metro had claimed that, since the 
tune was written while Jack Yellen 
and Milton Ager were on the payroll 
of its studios, the latter had a right 
to use the tune as it saw fit. Song 
was originally part of the score of 
‘Chasing Rainbows.’ 


FRAT HOUSES USE 
NON-UNION MUSIC 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 16. 

Musicians’ union here has threat- 
ened to put University of Rochester 
fraternities on the unfair list for 
using non-union bands at their hops. 
Effect would be to ban name bands 
from the big social events of the 
year. 

Fraternities claim they can’t afford 
union music for small hops, at which 
union suggests using smaller units. 
Matter has been put up to the Uni- 
versity board of control. 


Dick Leibert Forms 14 


Man Dance Orchestra 
Dick Leibert, organist at Radio 
.City Music Hall, is forming his own 
orchestra to double from daily a.m. 
house stint and institutional pro- 
gram for the theatre. 

Equipped with a portable Ham- 
mond organ, band will contain 14 
pieces. It will be limited to local 
engagements because of leader's 
theatre commitments. 


. , — 
John Paine’s Trip 

John G. Paine, gen. mgr. of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, returned 
last week from a tour of the or- 
ganization’s southern offices. In ad- 
lanta the local ASCAP rep tossed 
a luncheon for Paine, to which he 
|invited state officials, heads of mu- 

















licensees, while the visit to Bir- 
|mingham, Ala., included a study of 
| how the local business income tax 
|affected the operation of ASCAP 
jin that state. 

It was the first extensive trip of 
i Be kind made by Paine since he 


replaced E. C. Mills as director of | 


| the Society’s operations. 





‘Berlin, Inc., Joins MPPA 


Irving Berlin, Inc., has become a 
of the Music 


| fullfledged member 
| Publishers Protective Association. 


Makes the last of the major pub- 
lishing firms that didn’t rejoin when 
and circulation increase among the|the MPPA reorganized its functions 


about a year and a half ago. 


the | 
rights to ‘Satan Takes a Holiday’ for | 


Metro and Ager, Yellen & Born- | 


Un- | 


picture company holds the synchro- | 


ASCAP Accepts Defense Burden 
Cn Contract Clause Suit Vs. Pub 


Novel issue for litigation in the 
music industry is involved in the 
$2,500 suit which Jerome Bernstein 
and Richard Aaronstam, two of the 
writers of ‘Love Is Like a Cigaret,’ 
have brought against Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co. in N, Y. supreme court. 
Because the issue affects a contract 
form sponsored by the American So- 
| ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, the burden of defending 
the action has been assumed by the 
Society’s general counsel, Frohlich & 
| Schwartz. 
Bernstein and Aaronstam base 
their claim on the wording of a 
clause in the standard contract be- 
tween publishers and writers which 
was copyrighted in 1933 by ASCAP. 
After various specific considerations 
| are retailed in the contract, the clause 
|} in question provides that the writer 
shall share from ‘any and all receipts 
of the publisher from any other 
source or right now known or which 
hereafter may come into exisience.’ 
| Litigating writers hold that the 
words ‘any other source’ may be ap- 
plied to performing rights. When 
they signatured the contract with 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co, they were 
not members of ASCAP and because 
of this they now claim they are en- 
titled to a portion of the receipts 
| which the publishing firms collected 


| 
| 


|from that source on the basis of 
‘Cigaret’s’ performances. Two sub- 


sequently joined the Society. Third 
writer on the tune’s title page is 
| Waiter Kent, but since the latter was 
|an ASCAP member at the time of 
| the song’s publication he did not be- 
come a party to the suit. 


Sold 40,000 

Bernstein and Aaronstam contend 
that there is nothing in the old 
|standard writer-publisher contract 
which excepts them from sharing in 
the proceeds from performing rights 
and that as long as they did not 
participate in the Society’s income 
they were entitled to a portion of 
what the publisher collected on the 
tune. While the song sold but 40,000 
copies, it was heavily plugged on the 
air. 

Fact that one of the tune’s writers 
was a member of ASCAP at the time 
of publication is the main reason for 
Frohlich & Schwartz's entry into the 
case. The law firm figures that since 
paragraph two of the standard con- 
tract states that ‘in all respects this 
contract shall be subject to any 
existing agreement between all the 
parties thereto and ASCAP,’ it is 
up to the latter to see that the dis- 





| sical and women's clubs and various | 


pute is adjusted. There is also the 
fear that if the claim in this case 
were upheld by the courts the way 
would be opened for a mass of liti- 
gation with similar circumstances. 


$14,928 City Sales Tax 
Rap Vs. French Casino 


The French Casino, Inc., was 
slapped with three judgments yester- 
day (Tuesday) by the City Tax 
Collector for failure to divvy up the 
city’s share on sales made by the 
nitery since last October. The total 
amount assessed is $14,928, without 
interest. 

The judgments were filed with the 
County Clerk and specify that the 
“asino owes $529 for the period from 
Oct. 1, 1936 to Dec. 31; $8,810 from 
, Jan. 1 to June 30, 1937 and $5,589 
from July 1 to Sept. 30. 


Tom Gentry Plus 3 Acts 
Touring for Fredericks 


Lincoln, Nov. 16. 


Frederick Bros. have made a band- 
unit out of Tom. Gentry’s orchestra, 
sending him on the road to play 
hotels and ballrooms with a three act 

| bill. 

elent includes the Burns Twins, 
hoofers; Great Marlow, contor.ion st 
known as the ‘frog man,’ and Evelyn 

| Price, dancer. 








' 


| 
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VARIETY 





On the 





Upbeat 





Bubbles Becker opens 
engagement at New Penn, 


Stern. 
Hawkins, 
Reser for 


for two weeks, 


four and Carl 


ment. 
for CRA. 





two-week 
Pitts- 
burgh, Friday (19), replacing Harold 
Set to follow Becker are Jess 
Harry 
(Deacon) 
Moore for eight on return engage- 
All of them set by Joe Hiller 








CRA cocktailers set this week are | 


Four Esquires, Leland hotel, Spring- 
field, Ill. Top Hatters, Book-Cadil- 
lac hotel Detroit: Four Cali- 
fornians, Congress hotel, Chicago, 
und Tip Top Boys, Jefferson Davi 
hotel, Montgomery, Ala 


Bubbles Becker opens at New 


Penn Club, Pittsburgh, Nov. 18, to 
‘be succeeded by Harry Reser, Dec 
17, and Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore, Jan 
13 for CRA. 


Joe Candullo batoning new band, 
most of personnel being from Del 
Bryson orchestra. Carol Bruce, ex- 
Lloyd Huntley roster, is femme. 


Al Jahns orchestra. agented by 
Norman Flewwellin of Bridgeport, 
got stand at New Kenmore, Albany, 
after signing contract with CRA 


Arthur Warren’s orchestra, which 
opened at the De Witt Clinton Hotel, 
Albany, Nov. 13, is broadcasting on 


several late-evening spots over 
WGY, Schenectady. 

Jack Denny orchestra formally 
opened the Rainbow Terrace atop 
the Saint Anthony Hotel, San An- 
tonio, Nov. 17, Price per couple is 
$1.65. 

Paul Specht orchestra, which 


worked at Benny the Bum’s in Philly 
last season, has gone on tour which 
will take it through 12 Southern 
states, 





Russ Morgan into the Paramount 
theatre, N. Y., Dec. 1 for two weeks. 
Doubles from the 
Philip Morris radio shows. 

Louis Armstrong set for Vogue 
ballroom, Los Angeles, for four 
weeks, Opened Noy. 13. 





Johnny Hauser plays at Pla-Mor 
ballroom, Cleveland, from Nov. 21 
on. 





CBS and NBC 


| 


hotel to Orpheum theatre, Memphis, 
Nov. 30. First time for a _ hotel- 
theatre doubling stint in that town. 





Ray Pearl band goes into Bill 

















the week, from Monday through Sunday (Nov. 8-14). 
‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs. In ‘Source’ bal. 
umn, * denotes film songs, t legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


the two NBC links and CBS. 





————=3 


Breakdown of Network Plugs 


Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed for 


Grand total represents accumulated perfor-nances on 


Grand Commer- 


Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh, Tuesday Title Publisher Source Toitai ciais Vocals 
(23) for second engagement in three You Can't Stop Me from Dreaming... 7. re i, BRPPCT re Terre re rier veers 32 2) 
months, succeeding Jimmy Joy, who| If It’s the Last Thing I Do............. CPAWIOlG so. ve 8s | a FIRS ch CE ees Oe Ee 31 7 19 
heads for Chicago and some dates in Farewell, My Love..... poten eeeereeaeee | eP ohaves Pop SeESTTTESETES TTA TET eT J 28 7 13 
rE rest. Handled by MCA Nice Work if You Can Get ) Serer ee Chappell.........- Damsel Sie SONS 6.4.6 4:66 4x 26 3 26 
| Mic-west, 5280 y ; I Still Love to Kiss You Good Night....Feist....... Fiaieei PT Te ee 26 5 17 
Blossomns on Broadway..........sesee- PAMOUS. cc cccssces *Blossoms on Broadway...... 25 8 18 
Husk O’Hare plays Randolph | Vieni, Vieni...............0c00eeeeeeee Witmark.......... Phe eh 450s eh ckeeeed i cleeke os: ae 9 17 
hotel, Eldorado, Ark., Nov. 24, for | Once in a While.............000+eeeees |i re a EPR Se eye erry ree 24 7 17 
one week, Johnny Hamp follows on | Gettin’ Some Fun Out of Life.... do eAPORRIGSON... oc sce Shen CLA Sas MKR red kKewewaedas 23 8 12 
se 11. anc arney Rapp replaces | When Organ Played O Promise Me....Morris............ a. aawis hace RPE Py eh 22 4 19 
een on = “7 °F: Remember Me?. ' gas . Witmark..........*Mr. Dodd Takes the Air 22 6 15 
as ; a You and I Know .Robbins..... tus TERRE tc CRE Ch eae e a Sah ere 21 7 12 
3 , | Moon Got in My Bye@S...ccccccscccace od Sarre *Double or Nothing.......... 17 4 13 
Biltmore Boys, former cocktail | Roses in December...........- pt he Ss row'ea *Life of the Party....cccceses 17 4 ) 
unit, enlarged to band, engaged by | Mission by the Sea...... eS ee PS tlhe’. 00k <ibig, os POS Oe head eee 17 l : 
Radisson hotel, Minneapolis, start- | Ebb-Tide .. er en te! ras tice at cei gah ie Paramount 5 PIE. oo 06 2 olin ba linen 40k 4 Sina 16 3 ; 
ing Dec, 1. That Old Feeling........0+.0+. oo WRIS, 05. ..*Vogues of 1938 15 
One Rose Left in My Heart . Shapiro.. .. Pop ae aoa 15 5 l 
’ - . oe oe s,, |So Many Memories... saat ..ohapiro ee Ee ered Spe eared 15 3 ) 
Ww es a." was _ Pas Dosw: Have You Ever Been in Heaven?......Santly-Joy ...*Manhattan Merry-Go-Round. 15 l ) 
mooseve + Boe, men rieans, | Everything You Said Came Truc....... ee See EP RAE 14 5 10 
Dec. 2 and is followed by Mal Hal- | pop “White................-2cceeceecees ROMER. ii ie PO oa. oe ca das Kewwldel eae 13 3 10 
lett on Dec. 31. Herman replaces | Have You Any Castles, Baby?.......... Cee SE. ante iene 13 3 ) 
Johnny Hamp. | She’s Tall, Tan, Terrific...... ah obs Ed os asc ecedee *Cotton Club Parade......... 13 3 ) 
SUM ee ee ies 5 2S ac 4 ween eee ee ae I has cote a tick oaks ae eee ae 13 4 7 
Ruby Newman returns to Rainbow | Mama, I Wanna Make Rhythm....... -Santly-Joy sie eae *Manhattan Merry-Go-Round. 13 3 6 
200m. N. Y.. in January In the Still of Night....... Rue ..-<Chappell.......... PROGRES 2... sce seseccecees 13 4 5 
, . , 7° Bp ae: ee a ee Re eee *Damsel in Diustress.......... 13 2 ) 
ia ee : | Sailing LS I ee ee ee ES Ce re ene er 13 0 4 
Causer-Murdock band at the Club | Harbor Lights....... RO. ee PE Sas ClEAG sb sees Wed Sham 12 3 
Paree, Hartford, Conn, Goodby Jonah ...RoObbins. . *Virginia 12 5 ; 
Tears in My Heart + is os Pop ‘ Svegtekves teas ll 0 
Lee Elliott at Stork Club, Provi- | Rollin’ Plains........  echuster-Miller...*Rollin’ Plains... .cccccecitce ll 0 ) 
dence, R. L SAN AEE odd iisia 40.0 6 40 #40 5-ks 960.344 ode sod 0d a5 tees PRIN Ci cgukivsvcueecevsacewis 10 0 10 
dienabnigen | I’d Love to Play a Love Scene ry; | Ue eer ae So || re er rare 10 0 5 
ae en ee tat wnbeened ot | Whispers in the Dark........ PR ery Pre Pe *Artists and Models, .ss».sews 10 3 3 
oD Graysons OU ht preemed at | ive Got My Heart Set on You Rey, eR ye ee ry ee 9 1 6 
Mayfair Casino, Cleveland, last/.. ee a ‘ hens 3 5 
caliie' tanta utéoweele eln¥ rrue C onfessions sosecccecccccesc ce cPAMOUS,. ceeveceee: Pop OTETISETETET Tete 9 1 
wee v7 | An Old Flame Never Dies...........0.. POMS. 6.6 v0.05 < ye CERIO. 9 ¥6-a0 600k FE OEeA Cae Oe 9 4+ 4 
pega 8 ; POMMEDEEND 6 o5 Sa Lkacewas (404305 ea se er 1 ra er See a, RE AERC REPO Pesce re Pe eeee 9 0 0 
Cleo Brown’s band set for Plaza | Swing Is Here to Sway. >.........ceeee: ROBBINS. és cack REE OR ic cs casuteesaaget oa 8 2 6 
ballroom, Eldorado, Ark., Dec. 11. |I Want You for Christmas............. Peers oe no oe OE oe ER EEE EP CET 8 1 5 
alata It’s the Natural Thing to Do........... OS ae aS ee *Double or Nothing.......... ° 8 4 4 
Emil Velazco playing one-niters by —_ to See Samoa of Samoa........ an yh ras eee oe ees — POEs bck viivecitascean aes : : 4 
ai ; Et * 54 ag sails KOR Wee 4 Aes 540A OE OSE ee RPS ine ee 2 
in Missouri territory for CRA. | Let's Piste BM Lileeee WOO... ciccssccsceas BRO Sacesdves és Ee ser ps eS ere et 7 l 5) 
hak : ; Have You Met Miss Jones?............ eee | Be RS Rare oor error: 7 2 4 
_Joe Haymes plays Twin City |I Want a New Romance............... O's ccd vee @ SE RVe-Of TOOK <5 isd cid uc bes 7 2 4 
Club, Winston-Salem, N. C., Dec. 28. | If I Can Count on You.......-..+see08: Ager-Yellen...... PO srvivabasa¥ cde eiwest seus 7 1 4 
ee ale” LMR. TE AMID ccc recccwccessesesact Chappell .....+.<...tBabes in AFMS.........s..c«e 7 0 4 
Frank Dailey has left CRA for | Afraid to Dream..........ccceeeeeeeees ere ete *You Can’t Have Everything.. 7 ] 3 
Rockwell-O’Keefe. | Is It Love or Infatuation?...........+.e.eParamount........ OTIS WEY; COON. 65 i ccevccees 7 0 3 
Soares — Bane ab sehbe Sepshet Stes seeea _— Te eeess vetoes ay Sr a sae : : : 
Bee ho eS Ae AP err RPS errs ace Oe Che PMRW. <sicstiscese 
Emery Deutsch heldover at the After You...... Say csc bub ck tNuns0 080k Paramount ,...... PO oc eidatcatures soe seces eet 6 0 2 
Book-Cadillac hotel, Detroit. There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky........ ND Fy 5000 630.4% | ee eer Car” 6 0 2 
NN ak costes bs ot haw SEMRS OOO TSS OMNEETE 4 ccdaccs | OE SOPOT Se Pree ee 6 0 l 
Pane My Cabin of DORMS. .o.c460 cccedescces DUNE. 6 54 564006080 a eee ae rer er > ee ee 5 2 4 
Fields Into Palmer House a I I a a a ci aah anaes Chappell ......ee- *High, Wide and Handsome.... 5 2 4 
, Stop, You’re Breaking My Heart....... i... Fea *Artists and Models...........« 5 0 4 
Chicago, Nov. 16. RS Sr rns er pS oan *Broadway Melody..........+. 5 2 3 
Shep Fields orchestra has been | At Little Country Tavern............«. Supexriok®, «0 cccoes- ON TS ee OE a ee oar 1 3 
| booked by Music Corporation to fol- |-A Strange Loneliness.............++0e Donaldson........ a PEP ES cee eee eteeeeneeeeene 5 1 3 
low the current Wayne King band | Old te és Jee eeccesesseceeces Harms. ... aenkeaes cg Show Se Pert Tr ° : : 3 
in the Empire Room of the Palmer | vn Bg aterm PE adwessesse%deban oe ond be sna ~ Fee eee eeers Corre eee ; ; 
House starting Dec. 14, . PiIPGe DUE ESA TOGicacccssceccedsae’ Santly-Joy ....... PEG-OL INOW. MOTI. 0060 <00<% ‘ 5 l l 
Orchestra slated for an eight to 12- | Tune in On My Heart....0.....ssee0e- Gilert ...scccces POD cccwecectcssccsessesceocs Se 0 2 
week gallop at the spot. CU, aadwced bade rea asda sé ee beck ee ee OR Perr errr oor 5 2 0 


Mike Riley doubles from Claridge ' 
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LEADING WITH THE LEADERS—A PHOTO FINISH! 





FAREWELL MY LOVE 


By LOU HOLZER, HARRY KOGEN and HENRY BUSSE 


HARMS, Inc., RCA Building, New York 


MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 





Orchestra leader holding a New York spot last week established a new 
high for asking things from the music publishing trade. He wants pub- 
lishers and their employees to come in amply sized parties so that he can 
dress up the dine-and-dance room. Also to furnish him gratis with 200 
copies of their song hits for distribution as souvenirs among the customers. 

This maestro feels that the pubs aren’t giving him the right co-operation 
by singleton attendance. 

Brother (Harry) of Earl Freshman, attorney for ASCAP north of West- 
chester County, New York, suicided recently. Deceased who was not 
connected with show business addressed letters to his wife and brother, 
saying that they would find his body in a certain room in the Paramount 
hotel, N. Y. 

He had been dead several hours when the room was entered, having 
taken cyanide of potassium, - 





Frederick E. Peters, nabbed by G-men Nov. 8 in New York for forgery 
and use of alises, is also known to music and band world as Alan B. 
Preston. 











A New Universal Smash Music Film 
“MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,” produced by BUDDY DeSYLVA 
with this top score by JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 


YOU’RE MY DISH 
MORE POWER TO YOU 
I’M IN MY GLORY 


A HIT — BUT DEFINITELY! 


ONCE IN A WHILE 


By BUD GREEN and MICHAEL EDWARDS 


Mccer AAusic, Inc. 


1270 SIXTH AVENU NEW YORK 














The Profession Tells Us It’s a Hit! The Trade Tells Us It’s a Hit !! 


Requests Indicate It’s a Hit !!! 





IT IS A HIT!!! 


“ONCE IN A WHILE” 


Foxtrot Ballad by Bud Green and Michael Edwards 


MILLER MUSIC, INC, 








RKO Building, Sixth Avenue, 50th Street. New York 
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Likker Violations 87, in U.S, 
Philly 4%; Enforcement Drives 





Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 


Philly has the lowest percentage of 
liquor law violations of any major 
city in the country, with only four 
violations to every 100 inspections, 
according to Bureau of Internal 
Revenue figures. Birmingham, Ala.; 
has highest rate, 37%. Figures were 
part of a nationwide survey made by 
WPA workers over the last two 
years. They showed further that 
Pennsy cities surveyed were sub- 
stantially below the national average 
of 8%, with the exception of Allen- 
town, which had 18%. 

Results in other cities showed: 
Baltimore, 5%; Washington, %; 
Boston, 6%; Richmond, 7%; New 
York, 8%; Atlanta, 19%; Los An- 


geles, 9%; Cincinnati, 13%; San 
Francisco, 13%; Columbus, 14%; 
Chicago, 15%; Milwaukee, 15%; 
Newark, 18%; Indianapolis, 20%; 


Cleveland, 26%; Birmingham, 37%. 
Lowest in the country were Spokane, 
Wash., and El Paso, Texas, each with 
violation record of only 1%. 


Survey was a tribute to the high 
degree of efficiency on part of the 
Pennsy State Liquor Control Board’s 
Average for the 
whole State was only 5%. New 
Jersey average was 15%, with 
violations running from 8% in Cam- 
den to 18% in Newark. Survey was 
made by 800 WPA workers between 
Sept 1, 1935, and Aug. 31 of this 
year at a cost of $1,936,158. More 
than 1,300,000 inspections were made 
in 117 cities and 103,200 violations 
were found. Treasury officials said 
$1,789,664 was collected in fines. 


Ubangi Klub will nave hearing to- 


morrow (Wednesday) before Pennsy 


State Liquor Control Board on 
license revocation. Charged with 
refilling likker bottles. Hearings 
have been postponed several times 
because of serious illness of operator, 
Harvey Lochman. 

Addition to Philly nitery scene is 
the Rendezvous, opened by Irvin 
Wolf in Hotel Senator. Spot is in 
theatrical hotel area and expects to 
draw biz from that quarter as well 
as regular trade. 

Reports here are to the effect that 
Micket Alpert is confabbing on tak- 
ing over the Mirror Room at the 
Hotel Philadelphian. Spot, one of 
the neatest in town, has done only 


(Continued on page 71) 


Music Union Extends 
6-Day Week to Third 
Class Chi Niteries 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Final move on the part of the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians and 
its president, James C. Petrillo, to 
put through a general six-day ruling 
in this territory goes into effect next 
week when the third class cafes and 
niteries will hire musicians on a six- 
days-work-for-seven-days-pay basis. 
This puts the cheaper line of cafes 
in the same category as the first- 
class and second-class spots, accord- 
ing to the Petrillo system of rating. 
Bottom rung, the fourth class spots, 
will not be touched at all at this 
time, but will be permitted to go 
along on their present bas's, 


FRED LaREINE TO HAVE 
LEG AMPUTATED SOON 


Fred LaReine, former Broadway 
vaude actor and agent, is in French 
Hospital, New York. He will have 
one leg amputated, probably this 
week, 

Has been without use of his legs 
since accident near Milwaukee in 
1931, but has continued all that time 
to operate various travelling attrac- 
tions, mostly outdoors, in show biz. 

















FTP Vauders Reinstated 


Having been buffeted around since 
July 15 when dismissal order was is- 
sued, 11 negro vauders on the Unit 
1-C of the Federal Theatre Project 
were reinstated Nov. 11 by order of 
Paul Edwards, administrator of arts 
projects. 


; Group, only all-colored vaude unit 
in FTP, was allegedly cancelled out 
by Frank Merlin. Workers Alliance 
took up the cudgel for reinstatement. 








a 


THE UNDERTAKERS’ CREDO 


Gotta Go Somewhere, So 
Niteries Are Cheating 





You 





Grand Rapids, Nov. 16. 
Biz in outstate Michigan night 
clubs is rapidly becoming a week- 
end affair and, in several good spots, 


even the weekend take is not so 
forte. Reason given is that club 
managers here have adopted an 
undertakers’ point of view—that 
business must go someplace regard- 
less of the service offered. Bands 
used are generally inferior, being 
contracted largely on price, often by 
managers who have never heard 
them. When a spot gets a good band, 
the band’s engagement is practically 
immortal. 


Floor shows, far overboard on 
mediocrity of talent and production, 
run at least 45 minutes and generally 
cost from $200 to $300 for from 5-10 
musicians, 


‘Schnickelfritz 
Bands $4,400 In 
Mpls. on % Deal 


Minneapulis, Nov. 16. 

Freddie Fisher’s corny ‘Schnickel- 
fritz’ band of six small-town fellows, 
who were earning $90 a week in an 
obscure Winona, Minn., roadhouse a 
year ago and who catapulted into 
fame and fortune from a _ second- 
rate Twin City night club, pulled 
down over $4,000 as their share at 
the Orpheum here last week. Head- 
lining a five-act vaudeville bill, they 


worked on a deal of 50% over 
$14,000, plus guarantee, 


After an extremely ragged and un- 
promising first show, the band’s act 
was entirely revamped by Manager 
Bill Sears of the Orpheum. Whipped 
into greatly improved shape, the of- 
fering placed more emphasis on 
music and less on amateurish com- 
edy. Also, boys were more at ease. 
Attraction made a much more favor- 
able impression on subsequent audi- 
ences and really got across satisfac- 
torily after the opening day, without, 
however, being anywhere nearly the 
smash hit that they were at the Mid- 
way Gardens night club. 


‘Schnickelfritzers’ this week are in 
the Cocoanut Grove night club here 
at $1,750. They turned down an of- 
fer from the Ambassador hotel, St. 
Louis, for $1,300. The start of their 
Warner Bros. production, ‘Golddig- 
gers in Paris,’ in which they will ap- 
pear, has been set back indefinitely. 
Their film contract calls for $25,000 
for six weeks’ work and contains 
option clauses at increased stipends. 
It stipulates that if they are not put 
to work by Jan. 1 the $25,000 is to be 
paid them regardiess. Before sign- 
ing with Warners they had turned 
down an RKO film offer which 
guaranteed to have them in produc- 
tion by Nov. 15. Rockwell-O’Keefe 
is handling them. 











Welt with Borde-Bergen 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Marvin Welt has joined the Borde- 
Bergen office here, and will go on 
the road to line up cafe bookings 
for the agency. 

Welt at one time had his own 
booking 
dled Peaches Browning. 





REOPEN FAMOUS DOOR 


Famous Door, returns to 52d street 
nitery belt Nov. 25 after being 
shuttered for some time. 

Louis Prima’s band will again hold 
forth on new site, a couple of doors 
up the street from the old location 





Galveston’s $50,000 Nitery 
Galveston, Nov. 16, 
J. A. Alexander and T. Pavlovich 
have purchased a site on Offats 
Bayou here and announce plans to 
erect a $50.000 night club shortly 
after first of the year. 


office and formerly han- 





Police Probe May Exhume 
Mrs. Nellis Cook Pearl 


Buffalo, Nov. 16. 

The body of Nellis Cook Pearl 
who died in Chicago Sept. 20 and 
was buried beside her husband sev- 
eral months ago, is to be exhumed, 
according to reports from Chicago 
due to rumors that Mrs. Pearl, who 
was 71, was poisoned. Chicago au- 
thorities report that a considerable 
amount of jewelry belonging to the 
former trouper cannot be found. 

The cause of Mrs. Pearl’s death 
was listed as pneumonia. 


L’ville Nitery Boom 
Is Hypoing Talent; 
New Spots, Names 


Louisville, Nov. 16. 

Plenty of acts are finding employ- 
ment currently, with a boom in night 
club business. Five spots are em- 
phasizing floor shows, and competish 
is plenty keen since the opening of 
two downtown locations, the Crystal 
Terrace and Chez Paree, both of 
which have apparently taken the 
rubber band off the bankroll in an 
endeavor to bring metropolitan floor 
entertainment to local nitery patrons. 


W. J. Gavin’s Club Greyhound fea- 
tures Arlie Simmonds orch, Beck, 
Melton and Beck, Stanley Twins, 
Vivian Newell and Mimi Stewart. 
Crystal Terrace, with dinner and 
supper dancing to the music of 
Johnny Burkarth’s band, has a floor 
show, with Ray and Rose Lyte, Lor- 
raine Le Page, Madalyn Thomas, Lita 
and Jerry March and Cliff Winehill. 


Casa Madrid, under the guidance 
of Johnny O’Leary, presents a night- 
ly floor show comprising the Aero 
Aces, Romin and Manning, Thomas 
Cahalis, Leona Marcille, and Hank 
Biagini and his orchestra, while the 
Paddock is getting a play with a 
floor show headed by Joe Keely and 
including Vera Gordon, The Boy- 
ettes, Pam Adaire, and music by Bill 
Swain and his orch. 

Chic Scoggin is heading show at 
the Chez Paree, and a novelty has 
been introed at the Brown hotel, 
where the Bluegrass Room has been 
pulling the younger set with a series 
of pingpong matches between Sol 
Schiff and Douglas Cartland. Benny 
Strong and his band provide the mu- 
sic, and Elaine and Barry assist. 


AGENT HELD FOR TRIAL 
ON ACT’S COUNTER-SUIT 


By order of magistrate’s court, 
N. Y., Percy Oakes, agent, is being 
held for trial in Special Sessions for 
operating an agency without a 
license. Charges were brought by 
White and Manning, dancers, in 
counter-action against Oakes’ mu- 
nicipal court action claiming back 
commissions. Case is being watched 
as a test of sections 171 and 172 of 
General Business Law, heretofore 
not tested. 

Act claims they gave Oakes a flat 
$100 for a Florida nitery booking 
which deal was mutually agreeable. 
Since, act claims, Oakes sought 
further remuneration and finally 
brought suit for $95 in muny court. 
Act defaulted because they were out 
of town and Oakes received a judg- 
ment. 

Day before appeal of the default 
decision was heard Oakes was served 
with a summons answerable same 
day for magistrate’s court charging 
him with operating an agency minus 
license. Case against the act was 
dropped while other action occupied 
an unusual three-hour session at 
magistrate’s court on Nov. 12 and 
was moved to special sessions for 
hearing im three weeks. 

Decision will be a precedent in 
distinguishing between a manager or 
representative and an agent. Oakes’ 
defense is that he acted as manager, 
supplying bookings, costumes and 
other details. 

















LA RUE-BARNETT TOUR’S END 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Jack LaRue and Vince Barnett 
wind up their personal appearance 
tour of the east Dec. 14, at the Lyric, 
Indianapolis. 
Pair, booked by Paul Savoy, has 
already played 10 weeks. 





Leith Stevens’ Vaude 
Leith Stevens, CBS house conduc- 
tor, and his orch will make their 
vaude debut at Loew’s State, N. Y., 
week of Dec. 9. 
Columbia Artists, 
booking. 


Inc., set the 





Penna. Agent Law Ignored, Chiz 
Unabated: 


| 
| 





Chi Actors’ Benefit 
Off After AFM Snarl 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Newly organized Chicago cing 
Room Club had to call off the bene- | 
fit scheduled for Blackstone last | 
week, which was to have been the, 
first activity in its existence. Al-| 
leged violation of agreement between | 
theatre and the Chicago Federation | 
Musicians was given as the reason, 
with James C. Petrillo calling off the| 
men, and making a refund of ticket 
money necessary. 

Benefit had had considerable space 
in dailies and promise of nitery, thea- 
tre, and radio headliners for an ap- 
pearance. 


All Coast Amus. 
Included in AFA | 
Closed Shop Move 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
American Federation of Actors has 
launched a drive here to organize 
niteries, cabarets, filmeries, cafes, 
vaude houses and all branches of 


outdoor amusements on a_ closed 
shop basis in the Los Angeles area 
following the formation of the local 
branch of AFA here last week. 
Ralph Whitehead came here from 
New York as executive secretary of 
AFA to preside at the organization 
sesh and in a .four-hour conclave 
outlined the aims and objectives of 
AFA to more than 100 performers 
present. 

Patrice Brooks, of the negotiating 
committee of the Dancers Federa- 
tion of Los Angeles, told the meet- 
ing that that body would insist on 
full recognition and local autonomy 
with the right to elect its own dele- 
gates to the local council of AFA, 
all these conditions to be met before 
the dancers will consent to join 
AFA. Whitehead said local auton- 
omy was out but that the other de- 
mands likely can be worked out. 

Speakers in addition to Whitehead 
included Stephen Shepherd, secre- 
tary of the San Francisco branch of 
AFA; J. W. Gillette, of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians; H. B. 
McMurray, of the Los Angeles Cen- 
tral Labor Council, and J. W. Van 
Hook, business rep of the Culinary 
Workers’ union. 

Third AFA branch is being organ- 
ized in Oakland. 


JOE HELBOCK’S OLD 
ONYX CLUB BANKRUPT 


Helbock Restaurant, Inc., former 
operators of the Cnyx Club, nitery 
at 72 West 52nd street, N. Y., through 
its president, Joseph J. Helbock, filed 
a voluntary petition in bankruptcy 
in Federal Court, N. Y., last week. 
Judge Henry Goddard on Friday 
(12) allowed Helbock until Nov. 25 
to list his creditors and to call a 
meeting in an effort to effect a com- 
posite settlement. Judge Goddard 
appointed H. P. Coffin as referee and 
ordered the marshal, who recently 
padlocked the restaurant to allow 
Helbock access to his books and rec- 
ords, 

A temporary schedule of creditors 
lists Belle G. Wylie of 72 W. 72nd 
st., for $900, and breweries and 
liquor dealers to the total amount of 
$3,051. Helbock claims his only 
assets are the club’s furnishings. 

Helbock’s new Onyx Club is situ- 
ated a few doors east at No. 62 
W. 52nd. 














RUTH ETTINGS DIVORCE 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Ruth Etting went through with her 
divorce plans and yesterday (Mon- 
day) filed suit in Circuit Court 
against Col. Moe (Martin) Snyder 
on charges of cruelty and desertion. 


They were married in Crown 


| long-promised protection is still just 


}orour + ar b e 
around the corner ut far. 





Point, Ind., on July 17, 1922. 
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Nitery Biz Blotto 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
Despite the new Pennsy law, which 
went into effect Nov. 1, vaude and 
nitery talent is getting jerked around 
just as much as ever here. That 


Law was aimed to govern bookers 
and nitery operators, but the office- 
in-their-hats lads, whom it was in- 
tended to force out of business, are 
still knocking off their 10% or as 


much more as they can chiz. Town 
is loaded with agents who include 
everybody from clip joint head 


waiters to ad agency account execs. 

Delay in enforcement of the new 
legislation lies with the State De- 
pariment of Labor and Industry. 
This unit is so swamped with en- 
forcement of such all-inclusive meas- 
ures as the new 44-hour-week bill, 
that it claims it has no time at pres- 
ent to bother with a law covering 
a mere 500 people. 

Doing a real burn are the 24 agents 
who forked over $100 each for a per- 
mit to operate. There are 13 other 
major bookers who haven't gotten 
licenses and aren't being bothered, 
in addition, of course, to the flock 
of bootleggers. Boys who paid feel 
they've been gypped, for they are 
getting nothing for their money. 

Attempt by Tony Phillips, an 
agent, and Tom Kelly, prez of 
United Entertainers, to organize the 
percenters into Licensed Theatrical 
Booking Agents Association has 


flopped. Lack of interest caused 
Phillips to pull out. Kelly’s still 
hopeful. 


Contractors Association, headed l y 
Joseph Hughes, was planning to 
make a test case to establish its 
claim that it is not governed by the 
new law. But inasmuch as it’s not 
being enforced anyway, idea is about 
to be given up. 


Not Adhering 


One of the major points of the new 
legislation, use of triplicate contract 
form, has also proved meaningless, 
Plan was for the booker, actor and 
operator each to get a copy of the 
termer. But the new forms are not 
being used. Kelly is attempting to 
get the clause changed before trying 
to put it into general use. This al- 
lows operator to fire an act after the 
first night if it’s not up to standard. 
Kelly wants this eliminated and in 
its place a clause reading that the 
act shall be considered up to stand- 
ard if it has played in any Philly 
nitery of similar standing for more 
than two weeks, 


Nitery biz here has been very blah 
the last coupla months. Big places, 
like the Arcadia, Adelphia and 
Benny the Bum’s, and the more in- 
timate converted-house spots are 
feeling the slump badly. Dinner and 
supper crowds are both off. 


Principal cause for the drop is at- 
tributed in general to the business 
recession, stock market slide, and 
widespread jitters in business. Ops 
of the intimate spots here also claim 
the current grand jury proke of vice 
and gambling has sent some of their 
best customers scurrying to fairer 
climes. 


NAB NITERY PAIR ON 
MANN ACT CHARGES 


St. Louis, Nov. 16. 


Mann Act charges have been made 
by the F.B.I. against Guy Walter 
Thornburg, 34, and his wife, Jean, 
27, nitery entertainers from Detroit, 
who were nabbed here last week 
after a peace disturbance in a West 
End nitery. Although the pair were 
freed on the city ordinance charge, 
local cops dug through the ‘wanted’ 
files and found they had been in- 
dicted by a Federal grand jury in 
Detroit several weeks ago. 


Following their second pinch, the 
couple entered a not guilty plea to 
the indictment and were taken to 
city jail in default of $5,000 bonds, 
Local F.B.I. charge that the Thorn- 
burgs and another couple, unnamed, 
took a 17-year-old girl from Toledo 
to Detroit for immoral purposes on 
Sept. 2. The Thornburg couple, ac- 
cording to the F.B.’., operated in 
niteries and promised their victims, 
generally waitresses and local talent, 
more dough in Detroit than they 
were receiving. 
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Nitery Reviews 





KITTY DAVIS’ 


(CHICAGO) 

Chicago, Nov, 14. 
In this spot a Chicagoan may do 
his drinking surrounded by com-| 
panions who are virtuosos of refine- 
ment, for Miss Davis advertises pro- 
fusely that her girls all have colllege 


education. One hardly gets a pic- 
ture of the place from the ontside. 


Located in the loop Lyon & Healy 
building, the window to its north 
displays books on opera; the one on 
the other side shows recordings of 
symphony music; and the spot’s own 
two windows are filled with pictures 
of Miss Davis, college football play- 
ers. and Miss Davis’ college educated 
girls, some 20 of them. 

Inside are two floors to the estab- 
lishment. First houses a bar in the| 
shape of a question mark. Within 
the loop erd is a merry-go-round 
fixture on which the entertainers | 
work, while all around the room are | 
seattered numerous dice girls, many | 
pictures of football players and sev- | 
eral more of Miss Davis. Latter are 
of two types—one showing her as a} 
duchess and the other as a society 
page matron. 

On the second floor, designated as 
a cocktail lounge, is a low bar which 
zigzags all about the room, and the 


inside of which has room for per- 
formers and their paraphernalia. 
Also on this floor are pictures of 


football players and more of Miss | 
Davis. Impossible as it seems when | 
on the first floor, the second has 
more noise. Majority supremacy has | 
its origin in a sign downstairs which | 
notifies unescorted ladies that they | 
will be served upstairs only. 

As to the girls and entertainment, | 
both are in harmony with the noise | 
policy. Whether the girls truly do| 
have a college education or not is a) 
matter for opinion, since Miss Davis’ 
pictures take up space on which the | 
diplomas might be hung. 

The girls’ outward manifestations 
of non-culture might indicate that) 
they failed to absorb what their col- | 
leges tried to instill in them, and_| 


they must have slipped into Miss} 
Davis’ employment without her| 
knowledge. On the other hand, one} 


or two of the girls look as though 
they might be going to college at} 
présent. Their harried look might} 
have come from sleepless nights | 
spent studying. 

Downstairs the entertainers work 
on the merry-go-round. In its center} 
is a piano and on the rim are vari-| 
ous animals representing different} 
colleges. Entertainment consists of 
beating drums with piano accom-! 
paniment, singing ‘with piano accom- 


| 


| 


| natural 


| floor. 
|a big splash for the marquee, but it 


| in 


paniment, playing saxophones and 
clarinets with piano accompaniment 
or playing an accordion solo. 
Upstairs is a barmaid m.c. with a 
hill-billy dialect; then to 
make sure everything is hale and 
hearty, she socks ‘em lustily and lets 
go a one-two accurately aimed at 
whatever bartender happens to be 
around, She also bellows both be- 
tween and during siren shatterings. 
On both floors the so-called enter- 
tainment is continuous. 
Besides drinks, bologna on 
French name 
is at capacity 
which shows 
cultured or 


under 
20c. 

nights 
Chicago 


a 

Business 

a week, 
is really 


seven 


dia- | 
mond-shaped pieces of bread is sold | 


at three for | 
|about a 


that | 
else | 


that people like to look at the pic-| 


tures of Miss Davis, posed as 
duchess or a society matron. Loop. 


MAYFAIR, BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 15. 
Currently the busiest nitery im this 
town, the Mayfair opened the sea- 
son with a series of names on the 
This week’s show is not such 


a 





is a smart job of booking. And a 
good assortment of clean cut talent- 
ed acts form a very pleasant inter- 
lude of entertainment for the diners. 

Two dance teams supply the flash 
for the show. Robinson and Martin 
open with a fast high-kick number 
and close it with a zippy duo buck. 
Olivette and Dmitri, comedy ball- 
room team, open seriously then crash 
into a daffy hokum routine that ends 
a beautiful pratt fall. Comedy 
accent is on the girl who should 
please any audience lust for daffy 
dances. 

Bright spot in the lineup is Lillian 
Beverly, songstress, who sells two 
excellently arranged tunes, ‘Feel a 


| Song Coming On’ and ‘Can’t Have 


Everything.’ An accomplished torcher 
with a personality that projects and 
gets undivided attention, this gal 
knows not only how to shade her 
phrasings for best effect, but she also 
knows what to do in gestures. In- 
stead of detracting, they articulate 
whatever mood she is creating at the 
moment. Definitely a candidate for 
big time musicals. 


M. ec. is Archie Robbins, who has 
played here before on several occa- 
sions. Endowed with a chummy per- 
sonality that gathers his audience 
into an intimate mental circle, Rob- 
bins is adept at coincidentally selling 
himself and the acts he introduces. 
His big moment in the present set- 


(Continued on page 68) 
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| excitement, 
| (Miss Rand) detaches itself from its 
| wings 











|on Orph’s midnight Big Apple shows, | 


|soon be comparable to that of Mills 


New Acts 


SALLY RAND 
‘Dance of Dawn’ 

6 Mins. 

Keith’s Boston, Boston. 

For the first time on any stage 
Sally Rand tried out her new ‘Dance 
of Dawn.’ She may have something 
here, but as yet it is not completely 
wc -ked out in routine. 

Although she represents the body 
of a huge bird, and two rows of four 
assisting girls each symbolize the 
wings, the impression sought does 
not project clearly. 

Opening and close of the group 
dance are excellent. Perched atop a 
high flight of stairs, the giant bird 
comes down stage for the take-off. 
From then on Miss Rand moves| 
dimly lit stage (behind a 
scrim), with her human wings, in a 
semi-acrobatic exotic dance that is 
a thing of studied, calm artistry. 

The finish provides the only real 
when the bird’s body 


heavenward in a 
blaze of fia ht. Classica! music 
for the dance is commendable and 
the staging and lighting handled ex- 
pertly in the premiere showing. 
There are no fans or balloons to 
block the view of the goggle-eyed 
gentry. Fox. 
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3 GIANTS OF SWING 
Vocal Trio 
12 Mins. 
Orpheum, Omaha 
Three colored lads sprang up lo- 
cally. Popularity has been proven | 





where big boys have been only act 
called back for repeats, three weeks 
running. 

Trio specializes in het rhythm sing- 
ing, with two members. strumming 
guitars and third punking doghouse. 
Go in for straight singing, with no! 
sound effects other than from instru- 
ments, but brand of entertainment 
at present rate of improvement will 


Bros. 

Began here as radio act via WOW, 
where soon attracted enough of fol- 
lowing to be in demand for nitery 
dates and vaude. 

Act name is play on physical ap- 
pearance of three men, all huskies of 
about equal height, and plenty of 
that. In white cutaways, appear- 
ance is striking, aided by capable 








stage manner. Lin. 
AL STONE 
Comedian 
Old Roumanian, N. Y. 
Al Stone, backgrounded in this 


East Side nitery, automatically sug- 
gests a borscht circuit background, 
but he’s an affable m.c. who bespeaks 
potentialities. His conferenciering is 
still a bit on thé trite side, but he 
has an engaging manner and tops 
himself off strongly with his per- 
sonations. . 
Penner, Fields, Wynn and Durante 
are in his repertoire, the latter an 
uncannily punchy takeoff. It took} 
him off strong and suggests Stone’s 
future as bright for the 52d street 
groove. Abel. 


ROMA BROTHERS (2) 
Hand Balancing 

8 Mins.; One 
Cine-Roma, N. Y. 

Certainly not a new turn, but one 
which hasn’t been found for the files 
till now. Muscular stunts of the pair 
are good and executed in a nice 
showmanly manner. Act is dressed 
well, too, in new gladiatorial garb. 

Boys ean qualify for vaude spot- 
ting anywhere. Bert. 


SUES CANDY FIRM 
Joliet, Ill., Nov. 16. 
Charlo Day, singer and daughter 
of L. M. Rubens, has filed suit against 
the De Met’s candy stores for dam- | 
ages resulting from alleged illness. 
In her suit against the candy firm | 
Miss Day claims that she became Il | 
from eating some candy purchased | 
at De Met’s because the candy had | 
not been protected from insecticide | 
which had been sprayed about the | 
shop to kill flies. 











Dempsey’s B’way Bar 


ing the Translux theatre on Broad- 
way and installing a bar. Plan de- 
pends on a deal to switch the Luxer 
into the nearby B. S. Moss house, 
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ROXY, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK, NOV. 12 
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nearing completion at 49th street and 
| Broadway. 

Dempsey’s restaurant at 50th street 
and Eighth Avenue would remain as 


is, but he and associates have been | 


figuring on a direct main stem ad- 
junct. 


Nitery Placements 
Raboid, 





Rajah 
,}orch, Hotel Ambassador, N. Y. 


| 
| Helen Lewis, Village Brewery, | 
IN. Y 


Jacques Krakeur, Hotel 
N.. 3: 
Tisdale Trio, Le Mirage, N. Y. 
Dorothy Wenzel, Wivel, N. Y. 
Don Marton 
|N. Y 


| Edith Powell, Back Stage Club, 
| Mount Vernon, N. ¥. 


Jack Dempsey contemplates leas- | 


to vaude. Opinion was she was a 
big small time act, or good for | 
small big time. 

Brooke Johns doubled into the 


Riverside from the Palace, where he | ° 
Marion 
Harris wowed ’em with her song act. 


Palace. 








@ 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Vanrery and Clipper) 








Equity closed down its picture 


branch, Cost plenty and no results. 





Paramount held its first sales con- | 


vention on the Coast. Took east- 
erners out on a special train. 





Dunean Sisters, just back from 
England, at the N. Y. Palace and a 
solid hit. Commented that they had 
‘passed from childhood to girlhood.’ 
Growing up. Both in whiteface. 


Mayme Gehrue, half an old sister 





i team, tried a comeback at the 58th 
in | 


St. Good act, click 


spite of a band. 


but not a 


Polly Moran out of pix and back 





was in his second week. 





Chie Sale, Tom Patricola and Lil- 
lian Leitzel topped at the Colonial, 
with Van Hoven very much on the 


| bill. 





Irene Franklin topping at the Chi | 
She had dropped her stage | 


pianist for a special orch leader. 





Majestic, Chi, went to four shows 


a day with five on Saturday and 


Sunday. 


Shows opened on Sunday. 





Bill Robinson, just concluding a 


run at the ’Friseco Orpheum, stepped 
back in the bill when Jack George 


Co. was out through illness. 


William  Scotti’s | 
White, | 


orch, Coq Rouge, | 
Sande William's orch, Hotel Astor, 
N. Y 


Gave 
the salary to the George act. 





Show biz looking up on Broadway. 
Eight houses were playing to capac- 
ity. Season had opened badly. 





Mrs. Rudolph Valentino (Winifred 
Hudnut), preparing a vaude act. 
Wanted to work with her husband, 
but he was in a contract jam with 
Paramount. 





Paul Whiteman and Al Jolson try- 
ing to frame up a joint concert tour. 
To play auditoriums and armories. 





Shubert units getting in more 
trouble all the time. Unit idea be- 
ing dropped in favor of straight 
vaude. 





N. Y. State did $29,000 on the week 
Eva Tanguay played there recently. 
That topped ‘Blood and Sand’ (Val- 
entino pix) by $3,000. 





Friars gave a ‘Three Czars’ din- 


ner. Hays, Landis and Augustus 
Thomas. Latter headed the drama- 
tists. 





Everyone wondering why Chan- 
ning Pollock’s ‘The Fool’ had turned 
into a hit. 





METRO LURES ZWERLING 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. 
Metro is flirting Ruby Zwerling, 
pit director at Loew’s State on 
Broadway for many years, to join 
the studio music department. 
Zwerling is here on a visit to his 


| daughter. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Bill Herron (Actor-Lawyer) I 


has 
gone the way of all flesh by wedding 
...Mrs. Nell Barrie (Mother of 
Wendy) checked out and will look at 
the mountains in Colorado Springs 
...A. B. Anderson to Salvin Rock, 
Conn...Jimmy McNichols, singing 
waiter, starts warbling over messes 
of brew at the Elk’s Club here... 
Tony Sabatello (formerly Four 
Marino’s) and a native of Hicksville. 
Me & took a week here looking for a 
| buck, left disappointed...Alice Car- 
man now airing at 50 Sheppard ave. 
here...Mrs. Rose Hoenig, Brown 
Mills, N. J., bookkeeper for a chain 
| circuit is, a newcomer at the Will 





Rogers...The two Franks, Curran 
and Kaiser, Miami bound with an 


eye on a night spot...John Dempsey 


(Fenway theatre, Boston) cured of a 
stomach ailment...Heien O'Reilly 
| back under the checking-up-routine 
|...Ed Guggenheim, former theatre 
man, did a quickie flight to New 
York and Chicago. 


Dr. Agripa Robert (ex-N.V.A.- 
medico) couldn't stand the Phila- 
delphia General hospital grind. so 


| he’s back here at the Trudeau sana- 


torium. And Lester Sheehan, after 
a year of bedding, is seen downtown 
looking on the oke side of things. 
Answering the weekly mail: Mrs. 
‘Rusty’ Widener, Boston, Mass— 


| Write to Harold Rodner, Will Rogers 
| Fund, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C.... 
| Abe Horwitz, Port Huron, Mich— 
|The Jewish Theatrical Guild, Bond 
| building, N. Y. C., can furnish that 
|information...John O’Leary, Cam- 


bridge, Mass.—As far as this column 
knows, Al Jolson and Eddie Cantor 
still maintain beds up here for the 


| unfortunate. ..William Headley, Wil- 
| mington, 
Harris, Ray Nob!s <2 . 


Del.—Rudy Vallee, Phil 

S, nde om: : 
ing to this actors colony...-Ars. C.2 
ley Perry, Worcester, Mass.—Actor’s 
Hospital is now the Will Rogers 
Memorial hospital. That is official... 
Mr. Elmer McDonald, Collinsville, 
| Ill.—The following cater to show- 
| folks, Northwoods sanatorium, Ala- 
Vista Lodge, Griffo’s Cottage, Down- 
|ing’s Broadway Vista, Dorsey Ter- 
race, Werle’s. 

Write to the sick you know at 
Saranac and elsewhere. 








NICE, FLORIO and LUBOW 


} Dressed by 


| SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


THIS WEEK 


FIREMAN SHOW 
OAK PARK, ILL. 

















Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned selling 

new 21 Folder Assortment. Sells on 

sight for $1.00. Other Holiday as 
sortments, Write for particulars. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
|f 226 West 72nd St., New York, N. Y. 


























“Hildegarde has put the 
Ritz’s Crystal Garden in the 
black once again—the first 
time in three years.” 

Leonard Lyons 
NEW YORK POST 








“One of the most glamorous 
artistes Manhattan has seen 
in years.” 


George Ross 
N. Y¥. WORLD TELEGRAM 














HILDEGARDE 


CRYSTAL GARDEN, RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL 
NEW YORK CITY 





“The Crystal Room of the 
Ritz was filled with the ear- 
riage trade, all very white tie, 
out to hear the enchanting 
Hildegarde.” 

Nancy Randolph 
THE NEWS 








“Signs of Another Season: 
Hildegarde’s Garbo-like voice 
once again, , .” 


Walter Winchell 
NEW YORK DAILY MIRROR 











NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


ANNA SOSENKO 
Personal Manager 


HENRY SHEREK 
European Representative 


WILLIAM WIRGES, Conductor- Arranger 
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Burlesque Reviews 





FOLLIES OF THE DAY 


(STOCK) 


Canton, O., Nov. 15. 

With ‘Bozo’ Synder in as the first 
guest star of the season, Bob Burch s 
stock burly company at the Grand, 
now in its second month, is present- 
ing ‘one of its best bills of the cur- 
rent season in ‘Follies of the Day, 
easily the most ambitious yet, of 
Harvey Curzon, credited with the 
production. Snyder, the man who 
doesn’t say a word, ge‘s more laugas 
from his audience than most comics 
can with a complete reper.oire of 
jokes and antics. Long a favorite 
here, he lives up to his reputation 
as a clever pantomimist. His mu- 
sical efforts easily demonstrate h‘s 
versatality and he had worked up 
several new bits since last appearing 
here at the head of his own circuit 
company. 

Dolly Dawson, this week’s fea- 
tured: stripper, a smooth worke-, 
pleasing to the eye, is forced to re- 
spond to several encores. A ma- 
gician billed as the ‘Great Sherwood,’ 
does uncanny tricks much to the 
amazement of the audience. 


Picture numbers are stressed more 
tthan.ever in the current offering, 
a gypsy scene gives Rance and Gor- 
don, the singing duo ‘of the com- 
pany, an excellent opporiun:ty to at- 
tain, new vocal triumphs; Gertie 
Beck does capably with her song as- 
signment of ‘Harbor Lights,’ which 
is expertly presented. Lupe Valeu 
keeps up her good dance work with 
three. different specialty numbers, 
which enlivens the, big: scenes. The 
chorus (14) in natty new wardrobe, 
wows ’em with the ‘Alabama Bound’ 
number, several stepping out for in- 
dividual bits. Laura Peters cffers a 
specialty. dance; the attractive 
Shockey Sisters register well with 
their acrobatic routine, and Ann Fra- 
zier scores with her tap and song 
novelty, 

While Snyder holds the spotlight 
most of the time, the two regular 
comics, I. B. Hamp and Bimbo Davis, 
share in the applause, Hamp’s best 
being ‘Smith’s Baby.’ and Davis in 
a courtroom scene. Ray Dean, singer 
and straight man, got a nice recep- 
tion for his vocal efforts, as does Ray 
Kolb for his character bits. 


Other than Miss Dawson’s strip 
tease, there is no emphasis on 
nudity, and the comics’ blue notes 
are fewer than in any of the pre- 
vious productions. Usual good stag- 
ing is in evidence throughout, with 
big scenes a trifle more colorful than 
heretofore. Irving Unger’s pit band 
does acceptably with the musical 
score, with vocals by trio of the 
bandsmen lending much to the pres- 


entation of several of the song num- 
rs, 


Patronage, which has been dis- 
couraging for the past months, 
slightly better, probably due to pres- 
ence of Snyder, but pickup far from 
what it should be for a production of 
this type. McConnell. 


GAYETY, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 

Almost looks as though the millen- 
fum_ has arrived. Here in a 
stock burlesque performance, ‘Knees, 
Tease and Shes,’ are a pair of come- 
dians who actually are funny and 
who cop laughs without digging deep 
into dirt and without using gro- 
tesque make-up and who employ a 
minimum of slapstick and _hoke. 
What’s more, a large audience laughs 
long and loud at them and seems 

enjoy their legitimate efforts. 


Pin the medals on Charles Coun- 
try and Kenny Brenna, the comics 
brought here by Harry Hirsch from 
the Rialto, Chicago. Using amusing 
skits that are by no means new or 
original, they put them across by 
their skilful delivery of lines, in- 
genious methods and adept handling 
of all funmaking opportunities. They 
even enliven the scenes with bits of 
fresh comedy business that partially 
disguise the antiquity. In short, this 
— demonstrates a true flair for 

eing funny, 

Comedians are easily the enter- 
tainment standouts in this instance, 
but the offering on the whole rates 
as one of the best burlesque shows 

ere since the old Columbia whee) 
days. It includes no less than five 
young and attractive strip women 
Principals who actually can sing and 
dance as well as disrobe, a couple 
of good singers and a competent 
straight man and ballroom dancing 
Pair. Not to be overlooked. either. 
and contributing to the pleasure, is 
a youthful, peppy line of 16 girls 
who do considerable snappy step- 
ping, do it well, smile now and then 


wii, wpparently enjoy their hard 





It’s a fast-moving, lively revue 
exceptionally elaborate for  bur- 
lesque, slowed up only now and then 
by pretentious, colorful production 
and baHet numbers for which Hirsch 
— an especial yen. In one respect, 

Owever, it travels the familiar bur- 
lesque path—adhering to the hack- 
neyed pattern of tossing in comedy 
scenes between chorus and produc- 
tion numbers. If they could only 

nd a way to vary this routine— 
even slightly—by sending the pro- 
ceedings off on a new tack now and 
then they'd lessen the impression of 


sameness 


that handicaps the box 
office. 
Blonde, comely June St. Clair 


Chicago favorite, is the star. Her 
wardrobe as well as her looks are 


eye-compelling and she _ parades 
gracefully and sings well. Mary 
Woods, Jean Carter and Louise 


Phelps,-also strip women, all do sing- 
ing specialties. -Marie Voe, straight 
woman, scores with her dancing and 
also contributes to the stripteasing. 
Each of these principals is easy on 
the eyes and all wear stunning 
gowns. Miss Carter has an off-color, 
suggestive song which adds nothing 
valuable to the show and is out of 
keeping with its tone. 

Among the Country-Brenna skits 
are the one depicting the woes of a 
| Spitter who, acting on advice of 
| counsel, refuses to pay a $2 fine and 
| winds up in the electric chair, and 
|another involving two neighboring 
|}married couples who mix in each 
other’s domestic affairs with laugh- 
provoking results. Buster Lorenzo 
not only display a corking pair of 
pipes, but also proves a first-rate 
Italian dialect comedian, landing 
strongly in the laugh column in an 
interlude with Country. Jack Buck- 
|ley is‘ among the tops of burlesque 
straight men. Cameron Watson is 
another singer and Joe Devlin a 
dancer. The’ ballroom = dancing 
couvle. Ravaye and Margo, is ac- 
ceptable. 

In’ the matter of display of bare 
busts the show, if anything, is overly 
generous. Strip women, of course 
peel down and, in one number, so 
does the entire chorus. Production- 
ballet numbers include a colorful pa- 
rade during which the girls swing 
huge white fans and a maypole 
dance. Costuming, lighting and ef- 
fects would do credit to the better 
vaudeville revues. 

All in all, this sizes up as an ex- 
periment in cleaner burlesque. with 
only the nudity, an occasional blu- 
ishly-tinged. gag* and Miss Carter’s 
aforementioned naughty song as con- 
cessions to the spice-seekers. Large 
audience on a dull week night and 
the enthusiastic recention by the 
customers would indicate that. at 
least in this town where other stage 
shows are few and far between, bur- 
lesoue, in order to succeed, needs 
only to provide some real talent 
and meritorious entertainment and 
doesn’t have to wallow in the sewer. 

Rees 


IRVING PLACE, N. Y. 


Before the Apollo, further uptown, 
changed from grind to two-a-day 
this had been the only house in N. Y. 
operating under that policy. Micchio 
Bros., operators, have found hard 
sledding since reopening under the 
legal ‘Follies’ tag. 

Current show doesn’t evidence 
much in the way of entertainment. 
Standout is Chet Atland. singer, who 
doubles into some of the skits. 
Comedians are handicapped by a 
lack of materfal, There {sn*t a 
prominent peeler among the four 
currently doing their stuff. Produc- 
tion numbers are timely and neatly 
costumed, 


Charlie La Ford, Frank Penny, 
and Harry Landers, comedians, try 
hard but never click. Comedy fre- 
quently borders on the indigo but 
never quite goes overDdoard. Feature 
of the skits and comedy situations 
was an informal exchange of banter 
between patrons and actors. When 
caught some of fags sprung by 
payees topped comedians. 

Strippers are Jackie LaMarr, Ann 
Valentine, Gladys Clark and Jewel 
Sothern. Not a prominent peeler on 
the list, but all smooth enough 
workers. Gladys Clark does a num- 
ber with Chet Atland wherein At- 
land serenades her from a box, fol- 
lowed by her second strip of the 
evening. Rest of gals help at one 
time or another with the comedy. 


Production numbers include a 
Halloween dance with six of the 
line girls dressed as witches. South 
Sea Island number, using the whole 
line, and another, the best by far, 
bringing out the girls dressed as 
Chinese maidens, 


Line is average in both looks and 
ability and standout only in the 
opening number, when eight girls go 
through an intricate tap done on a 
set of stairs. 


ELTINGE, N. Y. 


General falling off in business, 
after the crackdown, doesn’t seem to 
have affected this house. While 





competitors within 200 feet, night 
| caught (Fri.) this 42d St. burley was 
near capacily. 

Line of six showgirls and nine 
ponies handle dance numbers and 
parades. The six girls are some of 
the best lookers around, but the line 
goes to the other extreme, includ- 
ing ability. Frank X. Silk, Harry 


what comedy there is, Silk standing 
out. Straight man Joe Lyons and 
singer Jack Shaw alternate in some 
of the comedy bits. Another singer, 
Harry Kane, also swings it. Mary 
Jenkins, a personable blonde, con- 
fines herself to swinging ‘Dark Eyes,’ 
in the opener with Shaw. Later apes 
Sophie Tucker and ‘Some of These 





otner ops are suffering, and with two | 


Fields and Shorty McAllister handle | 


ey okay. Also shows a creditable 
ap. 

Comedy is the same old stuff, but 
good for a few laughs occasionally. 
Highlight is a bar scene wherein Silk 
buys a bar from Shaw, supposedly 
during prohibition days. Laughs 
come via a trick pitcher which pours 
different colored drinks, lemonade 
to fool the cops and red wine for 
Silk’s gals. Silk is reminiscent of 
Tom Howard and uses one of How- 
ard’s pet gags, the holdup. Fields 
and McAllister have a couple of bits 
between them which don’t impress; 
in one they are G-Men looking for 
liquor violators, which leads up to 
an onstage squabble about who is t») 
have the juciest part involving pet- 
ting a big blonde caught redhanded. 
Brings the sta*’e manager on to settle 
it. Rest of the skits don’t mean a 
| thing. 

Show advertises two strippers from 
California, Gay Knight and June 
Marsh, but neither have anything 
which the eastern gals can’t top. 
Arlene Stewart and Sylvia also peel. 
Miss Stewart is slow, drawing re- 
|marks from an impatient gallery. 
| Sylvia has a more dynamic style 
along with a pair of hips which can 
only be described as roller-bearing. 
When she bumps she bumps. None 
except Miss Marsh peel as far as the 
string. 

Production numbers ordinary but 
handsome sets make them stand out 
to a certain extent. Costumes pro- 
vide plenty of color as do drapes, 
etc., which look to be new. Lighting 
is okay. Finale is a riot of color. 


| 


42D ST. APOLLO, N. Y. 


Switch from grind to two-a-day 
reserved seat policy seems to be 
just what this house needed. Change 
took place Friday (5) opening to a 
moderately packed house. Show 
proves that present day burley can 
still be entertaining without going 
overboard on the indigo. It is fast, 
attractively produced, and with the 
addition of Herbie Faye, Bert Grant 
and Lou Black the comedy more 
than holds its end up. Slats Taylor 
is a holdover from the grind days. 
Chorines, most of whom are ckay on 
both looks and dancing ability, are 
provided with tastefully costumed 
and well lighted dance numbers 
which help to swell the total. Re- 
turn of Allen Gilbert, producer, who 
put on this show, is responsible. 


Comedians use every known laugh- 
getter and click with ’em all. Novice 
and professional dice shooters, prop 
car pickup gag, the dentist’s office, 
ice-cream man, and the old boarding 
house scene are all used to ad- 
vantage. Brace of singers, Jack 
Lyons and George and George Tut- 
tle, are used intermittently in some 
of comedy skits. Singing of pair is 
above per. Floyd rece straight 
man, also aids considerably. 

Strippers are the flame-tressed 
bundle of dynamite, Georgia Soth- 
ern, who shares star billing with 
Carrie Finnell, Ermaine Parker and 
Mary Joyce. All precede their peels 
with vocals. Miss Parker is first on 
and gives out with ‘If You Can't Get 
Five Take Two.’ A platinum blonde, 
she has a good appearance and is no 
novice at the doffing. Another 
blonde, Mary Joyce, follows. She is 
smooth and boasts a good singing 
voice. Carrie Finnell prefaces her 
animated bust semi-strip with a 
couple of numbers slightly on the 
blue side but not in a way to be 
offensive. Georgia Sothern sings- 
talks ‘The Lady is a Tramp’ before 
going into her strip in her usual 
dynamic manner, 

Hilite of the show is a ‘Big Apple’ 
by the line. Girls seem to enjoy 
themselves putting on the latest terp 
craze, while steps are explained from 
backstage via the amplifiers, 

Musical accompaniment by the 
standard five-piece outfit is excep- 
tional, 


B’ham Gets Vaude 


Birmingham, Nov. 16. 

‘Three Cheers for Rhythm,’ which 
opened Friday (12) at the Pantage 
theatre, brought vaudeville back to 
the city for the beginning of the 
winter season. 

Show is billed as a _ musical 
comedy, with the Diplomats of 
Rhythm and all-girl orchestra head- 
lining a cast of 44. 








Des Moines’ Burley 


Des Moines, Nov. 16. 
Burlesque returned to the Presi- 





| dent here last Friday (12) after an} 


absence of eight years. New show 
is headed by Jade, Rhodora. 
| Matt Kolb manages the house. 


Hirst Circuit 


Week of Novy. 21 


‘Frisky Frolics’—Hudson, Union City, 
J 











N. J. 
‘Stace Scandals’—Howard, Boston, 


‘Swing High’—Troc, Philadelphia. 
‘Parisian Flirts’—Gayety, Washington, 
‘Pirate Belles’—-Gayety, Baltimore. 
‘eek-a-Boo’'—Capitol, Toledo. 

‘Merry Models’—Gayety, Cincinnati. 
‘Meet the Girls’—Cacino, Pittsburgh. 
‘Sean Dolls’'—Garrick, St. Louis. 
‘Pleasure Mad’—Casino, Toronto 





‘Pageant of Folly'—Embassy, Roch- 
ester. 
| ‘Jeliee Rercere’ 
‘Cupid's Carnival 


Worcester, Worcester. 


| 


| finale, 


GAY BLADES 


(NEW HAVEN ARENA) 
New Haven, Nov. 12. | 
t's a long jump irom tennis | 


troupe touring to ice carnivals, but | 


Bill O’Brien has made the hop and 


with apparently as good success in | 


the latter field as the former. O’Brien | 


handled the pro careers of Bill Tilden 
and a group of other net stars and | 
has now tied up a flock of former | 
amateur ice aces for a winter sea- 
son of carnivals. Topping his troupe, 
labeled ‘Gay Blades,’ are Kar! Schae- 
fer and Maribel Vinson, both mak- 
ing their pro debuts with this unit 

This ice show business has taken 
hefty strides in a short couple of 
years. Not so long ago it was a trick 
to assemble anything resembling a 
full company of skating talent and | 
the top performers stuck strictly to ! 
the amateur ranks. Now producers | 
think nothing of sinking a small for- 
tune into manning and dressing up | 
a show of this kind and the public is 
going strong for the comparatively | 
new type of entertainment. At the | 
local three-night stand, house did | 
capacity (3,600) each show. 


O’Brien. admits he knows nothing 
about ice revues but, together with | 
Francis T. Hunter, he has taken a | 
$50,000 ‘flyer to learn the game. He | 
is said to have spent close to that | 
amount in getting this show under- 
way and the figure looks pretty near 
correct in view of the talent, cos- 
tumes, sets, lighting and a six-week 
rehearsal period. Unit is lavishly 
mounted, as to materials as well as 
color, 


Show is set for New York, Boston, 
Springfield, Providence, Pittsburgh, 
and if foreign tour negotiations fall 
through will head for the Coast, to 
be followed by Vancouver. With sal- 
aries running up to $300 and Schae- 
fer and Vinson in on a heavy per- 
centage cut (50%), unit must net 
$10,000 weekly, after house split, to 
break even, 

Show is a colorful display that 
combines topnotch blade performing 
with a flair for showmanship. It’s 
divided into three parts. Production 
end is under the wing of Miss Vin- 
son, with Frances Claudet assisting. 
With the exception of a prolog, acts 
are spotted with enough skill to keep 
things humming along. Opening 
stanza is an educational workout by 
Schaefer and Miss Vinson showing 
fundamentals of figure skating. Stunt 
appeals to only a limited part of 
audience and violates good theatre 
by offering the troupe’s stars in a 
mild first appearance instead of 
building up to a sock entrance. The 
feature, if essential to the program, 
could be handled as well as lesser 
lights in the troupe. A ballet by 12 
girls and a soloist, which follows 
prologue, would serve better as an 
opener. 


Second specialty is a fancy speed 
solo by Miss Claudet. Attractively 
garbed in wine-colored velvet, the 
lady knows her blades. Setting for 
finale of part one is the Engleman 
Rink in Vienna. Ballet here carries 
a story that is unfolded via ampli- 
fier system as company goes through 
solo figures (Schaefer, Vinson, Clau- 
det, Guy Owen); comic specialty 
(Alfred Trenkler); military routine 
and a polka (‘Icicles,’ femme line) 
ae a sweet quartet glide by the 
stars. 


Part two is played against a barn- 
yard setting and unfurls an enter- 
taining mixture of comedy, skillful 
exhibition turns and a series of barn 
dances, with Happy Hale, champ 
caller of New England, doing the | 
guiding. | 

Part three opens with a 14-girl 
line routine depicting modern me- 
chanical movements. Turn is done 
in phosphorescent costumes against a 
deep blue light. Stunt is not so ef- 
fective as when done on a stage 
except when line is stationary. For 
some reason speed of skating and 
whirling fails to pick up light reflec- 
tions as well as in slower motion on 
stage. | 

Miss Vinson in here for her ace 
spot. Scores nicely in a graceful 
routine, done in a black and blue 
spangled outfit. Mary Jane Halsted 
and Frederic Mesot, on next, get a 
nice reception in pair skating, then 
comes Schaefer in his top solo. If | 
there’s such a thing as being too | 
good, this boy is it. His very skill | 
is almost a liability to him, as he 
goes through intricate routines with 








such ease he gives the imonression it | 


can’t be such a trick after all. Simp- 
son Sisters in an acro duet come in 
here for the show’s best huzzahs. | 
Kids 
proceedings and carried them home 
with them. 

Ted Cave and Alfred Trenkler put 
on some heavy clowning next, then 


;show goes into a ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ 


Trio, eight and pair skating 
are featured, with group numbers 
essisting, making the whole thing a 
gorgeous flash. Show runs two 
hours, including two intermissions. 
Sanford Gold is listed as musical di- 
rector; H. L. Garren, ice director; 
Ronald McRae, sets and costumes. 
|Main choreography 
| Miss Vinson. with additional number: 
by Frances Claudet, Guy Owen, Kar] 





Jacques, Waterbury. i Schaefer, George E. B. Hill. Bone. 


Reviews of 


practically wrapped up the | 


| 


is credited to | 


Ice Revues 








' Black Forest Ice Revue 


(POLAR WAVE ICE PALACE) 


Houston, Nov. 13. 
,, One of the most thrilling exhibi- 


| tions of grace, speed and beauty ever 


seen in Houston was presented Fri- 
day night (12) at the Polar Wave 
Ice Palace in the world premiere of 
the Black Forest International Ice 
Revue before a discouragingly small 
house of less than 500. 

Melitta Brunner, dazzling Viennese 
beauty, was easily the star of the 
show, which was fast moving, well 
balanced and effectively costumed. 
A remarkably smooth performance 
Was given, considering the short time 
allotted for rehearsals. Handicapped 
by previously scheduled classes at 
the rink, rehearsais had to be held 
between 3-7 a. m. The audience, 
though small, was wildly enthusias- 
tic, demanding encores for each at- 
traction, 

In striking costumes, designed to 
set off her blonde beauty, Miss Brun- 
ner appeared in three numbers, a 
Slavic folk dance, set to stirring 
Russian music; a group of Viennese 
waltzes, and a rhumba. 

One of the most effective numbers 

(Continued on page 68) 





Toronto Crusaders 


Claim Burley Victory; 
Ops Blame Poor B. 0. 


Toronto, Nov. 16. 

With one of Toronto’s two burly 
houses, the Broadway, 1,200-seater, 
dropping strippers and adopting a 
straight film policy, effective Monday 
(15), the local blue-law guardians 
claim a major victory. They have 
been crusading against the burlies 
for the last month. 

Clifford H. Howard, chairman of 
the Community Welfare Council and 
chief enemy of burlesque, is now 
aiming at the Century, which still 
hasn’t capitulated. 

Howard has made a thorough study 
of strip tease joints. He says burlies 
here are worse than in Detroit, not 
as bad as in Chicago, and on a par 
with New York houses. He left 
Monday (15) for London, saying he 
was going to study the situation 
there. 

Police act as censors here. Claim 
of the welfare council is that cops 
are spotted when they visit theatres, 
and routines are cleaned up for the 
oceasion. After cops’ okay, regular 
routines are reinstalled for the rest 
of the week. 

Broadway’s manager claims burly 
is being dropped because theatres 
got together and decided this town 
wasn’t big enough to make both pay. 





Issue Warrants For 
Hirst, Hornick in Ky. 


Louisville, Nov. 16. 

State warrants have been issued 
for Izzy Hirst and J. J. Hornick, 
Philadelphia burley impresarios, 
who operated for a brief season at 
the National. Men were to be in- 
dicted before Grand Jury today 
(Tuesday) for fraudulently operating 
an amusement business within the 
state, without first having the busi- 
ness incorporated under the Ken- 
tucky laws. 

Jimmy James, house manager for 
the Hirst interests, was arrested as 
agent for the burley people, under 
Code 71 of the Kentucky statutes, 





‘but was saved from a jail sentence 


by Abe Bass, local theatre man, who 
is handling the house for the own- 
ers, a local trust company. Bass 
posted $5,000 bond for James’ re- 
lease. 

J. J. Hornick, associate of Izzy 
Hirst, who was recently in the city, 
escaped service of a warrant by dis- 
appearing out the rear door of the 
theatre whilst an officer was enter- 
ing by the front. 

Jouse was opened Sept. 10 as 
loca] unit in Hirst burley string, and, 
according to local authorities, Hirst 
failed to file proper corporation 
papers in accordance with State re- 
quirements. This action made Hirst 
liable for fines for each day he op- 
crated, ranging from $100 to $1,000 
a day. House was operated for 95 
days under Hirst management. 

Sex pic, ‘Forbidden,’ has been oc- 


cupying house for past three weeks 
| with Howard Underwood, 


lecturer 
and business manager in charge. Biz 
has been phenomenal, and film has 
been endorsed by Department of 
Health, and received recommenda- 
tion of high school principals of the 


‘ city. 
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THIS WEEK (Nov. 15) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ot 
or split week 


show. 


whether full 














BOSTON 











CLEVELAND 


Bosten (18) Palace (19) 
Rines Co |} 4 Ortons 
F & J Hubert Kirby & Duval 
Titan 3 Andre Marcel Co 
f‘haz Chase Lamberti 
Cinda Glenn Rio Rita Ore 

(11) Hutchins & G 

Zinze (12) 
Britt Wood Bines Co 
Pritchard & TL Nora Williams 
Sallv Rand 3 Swifts 
Barto & Mann James Melton 
Sara Ann McCabe Frank Libuse 
Bines Girls MINNEAPOLIS 

CHICAGO Orpheum (12) 
‘ A a as) Eddie Peabody 
Sybil Bewan SCHENECTADY 
> » 
Howard, & Sheldon _Proctors (18-20) 
Florence & Alvarez | Cate International 
Burton Pierce rv 

(12) Proctors (19-22) | 

Woolford Pets Denatella Bros & C } 
Geraldine & J Ray & Trent 
George . Beatty Wini Shaw 
Webb Bad Milt Douglas Co 
Ella FitzGerald peice: sshd Wing Tr 














AT 
ROXY, NEW YORK 


2nd WEEK 


DAWN AND DARROW 























Dir: LEDDY & SMITH 
NEW YORK CITy Earle (19) 
State (18) Spurgats 
T G Rev Merry Macs 
PITTSBURGH Paul Sydell & S 
Stanley (19) Harriet Hocter Co 
Ted Lewis Ore Cookie Bowers 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (19) 
Fred Waring Orc 


4 Kraddocks 


(12) 


Ted Lewis Ore 


|B 


STREATHAM 


1 rear 


| Bobhy Howell Bd 











Royal 


Golden 
Dunn & 
Matt & 
Rooklyn 
Houston & 
Rudi Grasl 


Dee 


Billie 


Ste 


Wonders 


wart 


6 Zio Angels 


Cingalee Co Reading & Grant 
A J Powers iF Retter & Ptnr 
Alex Halls .& Page LIVERPOOL } 
Miller & Deane | Shakespeare | 
Ricardo & Rona Harry Gordon Co 
| Les Allen | Jack Holden 
Telford & Pinr 110 Tiller Gls 
| Ted & Al Waldman |N & Peg St. John | 
| Helen G Campbell 4 La Salles | 
GLASGOW | Alex Lennox | 
Empire | Darroll Richards } 
Larry Adler } OXFORD 
Gipsy Nina | Reyal 
Max Wall 3 Musketeers | 
Tommy Trinder Hatton & Manners 
3 Whirlwinds | Reco & May 
S & M Harrison } PLYMOUTH 
Swan & Leigh Palace 
$8 Swing Girls | Joyee Girl. Friends 
Pavilien | Christian's Dogs 
Herschel Henlere | Greorge Willey Co } 
Brodie & Steele | Jean Kennedy 


Byron & Byron | 
TUNBR’GE WELLS | 
Ritz 
Archie Bd 
Fields & Rossini 
Manhattan 6 





- Paramount 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW VORK CITY 
Parameunt (17) 
Frances Langford 


tunny Berigan Ore 
Fred Sanbern Co 
Kitna Strong 
Red Dust 

BOSTON 


Metropolitan (19) 
Frank Parker 
Shaw & Lee 
Kimris 

Sue Ryan Co 
Eunice Healy 





Reddinger 2 


CHICAGO 
Chicage (19) 
Vincent Lopez Orc 

Johnny Woods 
Nichols & Roberts 
Oriental (19) 
Kepple & Betty 

Nick . Lucas 
DETROIT 

Michigan (19) 
Jack Little Ore 
Lillian Carmen 
Fenwick & Cook 
Noll & Nola 

NEW HAVEN 

Paramount (19) 
H' wood Hotel 








Warner 





VYHILADELPHIA 
Farle (19) 
Jane Kroman 
Minnevitch Co 
Goinez & Winona 


Michon Bros 
(12) 


‘Dees & Blue 

Jane Pickens 
jamond Boys 
ickey Alpert Orc 





_ 


Independent 





CHICAGO 
Siate Lake: (19) 
Tamar 3 
Han Hazard Co 
Lew he aa Co 
Wilk * Rae 
Gs Var 
INDIAN AVOLIS 
Lyrie (19) 
York & King 
Roy Cropper 
Slim Timblin 
Morin Sis 





Stafford & Louise 
Joe Fanton Co 
Keith's (19) 
Lasky'’s French Rey 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (19-24) 
Jimmy Read 
Dorothy Crocker 
Selandia 
Lowe... Hite & 8S 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (19-22) 
3 Cheers for Rh’thm 








London 





Week of Nov. 15 ' 


Astoria PD. H. 
Neum'n, Wheeler. ¥ 
Conterbury M. H, 
Iet half (15-17) 
Phillins & Marta 
Bonnett & Gratton 
24 half (18-26) 
Tares 
Charlee & Susan 
Dominion 
Radetiff _& Rogers 
raulls 
Rieading & Beyce 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Si\mmeck 4 
Lucille Benstead 
Kaymond Smith 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Tollefson 
Pointer: 3 
O'Gorman Bros 
tobby Howell Bd 
Gwyneth Lascelles 
CLAPTON 
. Riek 


JI & JI Melville 
Michel & Arnovac: 
Frank Wilrem 
Ese HAM 
Cironeda 


Ajache bd 


Premier . 
Walter Niblo 
Colores & Rarrt 
Van Ruder,’ 

“EDMONTON 

Empire — 
$ Hiltons 
Duneay Grey 
Dee & Maisie 

HAMMERSMITH 

Palace 

Mantovani Kd 
ISLINGTON 
Bue Hall 

Ist half (15-17) 


| Dares 


Charles & Susan 
2d half (18-20) 
Phillips & Marta 
Bennett & Gratton 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
June Dancers 
LEVTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Avache Bd 
Pavilion 
Mantovani Id 
‘TRATFORD 
Broadway 
Walter Niblo 
Colores & HBarrt 





Van Ryder 3 





SHEPH’'RUS BUSH | Nie hol is 





NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant’s [{[Dvnamite Hooker 
Claudia Coralli | Freddy James 
| Wisie Carroll | Mae Johnston 
3 Blades | K! Chico 
Bertolotti’s Don Alberto Ore 
I Semtres's © Velano & Vechas 
oe apy byinp ig re'| Nuri Sis 


Cascade 
Grace Kaye 
Anne White 


Lillian 
Renee 


Chas King 


Sid Hawkin 
Jerry Ryaa 


Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayn 
Carol Sis 
8 Rhythm 
Caliente ¢ 


Bert Mann 
Billie Bive 
-Dot Wexler 


Madame 
Roger 


Be& 


G Andrews 
Jack White 
Pat 

Jerry 


Jerry 


Teri Withee 














Harring 
Blanchard 

Frank Froeba 

Kruger. 


Jack Arnold 


b 


3 Little Sachs 
Loraine 
Villon 

Bill's Gay 80's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 


Angelo’s Rhu'ba Bd 
Lilly 


Cajiente 
Beth Rabor 


Boys 
‘abelleros 
Chateau Mederne 


Connie Maxwell 
Bobbie Faye 

Jean 
Club Cavalier 
Steele Ore 
Jack Osterman 

F Gilbert 
Club 18 


Ore 


ton 


Lillian Fitzgerald 
Club 52d St. 


Pepita Tucientas 
Sevillanas 
Rudolf d’Avalos 
Las Guarecitas 
El Deorade 
Cass Hagen Ore 
Kay Pa rsons 
Freddy Bernard 
Carters 
Stanley Burns 
Barbara Reynolds 


Bl Tereador 


lan Wun Don Juan Ore 
Jerry White - q rc 
Henry LaMarr Fausto De Igado 


Teddy Rodriguez 
Cortes & Maida 

Ricardo De Caro 

Titi & Pellin 


French Casino 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Lou Breese Ore 
Les Aurette 

B.I and B.I 

Lind Carenzio 
Corinne 
Dormonde Bros 
irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
les Juvelys 
Lilyan, Dania, 
Tucienné & 
Ketty Mara Co 
Les Menchiassi 
es Robenis 
Roberton 
Germaine Roger 
Nico Reschin 
Carmen Torres 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 

Ray O'Hara Ore 

Lita Led 

Chiquita Venezia 

Dolores Farris 

Frank McCormack 

Ruth Kidd 

Valerie Dumont 





| 


| Lukewela Ore 


onary. ~~ ed Ore wees 1 prear 
rene PAVIOS ouse 
Dorothy Maxine ont : 
Helen heyes } Ace Harris Ore 
Detroit Re« 
Jewel Donahue = ; 
a Cook & Brown 
Estelle Keir | % Debonairs 
Ann Howe e ~ agnly . 
| Bernicé Horton } a 458 
| : . | se sle 
Club Gauche | Lillian Fitzgerald 
| Los Gauchos Ore | Lovey Lane 
Pedro | Velma Middleton 
} neat + tg iud ' | ‘ Havana-Madrid 
neaiddo & Me te . 
. “a hg Nilo Menendez Ore 
* Club Normandie Jose Manzaneres 
Buddy Wagner Ore | Mercedes Co 
|Joan Hill Antonita 
. Juan Martinez 
| Clab VYomuri Comnmaie ttarene 
| Eliseo Grenet Ore Clara & Alberto 
| Rosita Ortega 7 Senoritae 
Diosa Costella | Esperanza Iris 
| Manchito j Jeronimea Villarine 
| Felipe De Flores Cesar Tapia 
| Cotton Club ;Cartos Vivian 
| Castro Sis 
‘alloway Ore | 
Bros Hickory Howse 
>) i 3 AA & Toe Joe Marsala Ore 
Avis Andrews 13 Peppers 
Tramp bd | Adele Girard 
Voders'’s Jubileers | ° ° 
pt meal Shy lbs | M'iyw'd Kes! auras 
Teddy Hale Mitchell Avres Ore 
Tondeleyo iB Jelesnick Ore 


ee eee 


| Bachelors 


| Horace 


| Harry 


| Duchin Ore 


| Holland & Hart 


Malo | 
Ashour | 


Hote! Belmont- 
Plaza 


Val Olman Ore 
Ethel Shutta 


flute! Diltmere 
Heidt Ore 





Glenn Gray Orc 
Pope & Frick 
Duke & Noble 
Dorothy Wilkens 
Hatel Park Central 
jerry Riaine Ore 
Spear 
Castaine & Barrie 
Gaby 
Marley & Elsa 
Virginia Gibson 
Hetel Piccadilly 
feno Bartal Ore 
Hote! Pierre 
Nat Brandwynne Or 
Hareld Nagel Ore 
fietel Plazes 


Paul Draper 
Hotel Ritz-Carlten 


Rudolf Friml Orc 
Ralph Rotger’s Ore 


Hildegarde 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Loembardo Ore 


fivtel Save, -Pinze 
Kimile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 

Lew Parkerson 
Tom Low 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyr) 

| Bii Dantzig Ore 
| Hetel St. Moritz 


Ratph Gonzales Ore 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Claire Vermonte 

Betty & F Roberts 


Hotel St. Regis 


| Emil Coleman Ore 
| « Codolban Ore 
lois Elliman 


4 





Burnett & Watt 
Alfredo & Dolores 
Hawaiian 4 
Nelson's Cats 


Little Old New York | Jan Rubini 


Joe Howard 
Eddie Leenard 
Lea Barbary 


job McCoy : 
| Gwyneth Lascelles Bo sie Arthur Behin 
Palace 7 : Larry Cotton Sob Millikin: 
Mystery Singer a Lysbeth Hughes | Chet eas erty 
Neum'n, Wheeler, Y | 7 & J Melville Hotel Bossert 
| Mona Grey Michel & Arnova (Brooklyn) | Ryne crter-nag 
TOOTING Frank Wilsen Will McC Se | Apollon Ore 
- - . " , i McCune re sa atieres 
id Granada w a Hotel Commodore | Leo Desly 
Pointer 2 Duncay Grey Tommy Dorsey Ore | Mirador 
| O'Gorman Bros | eee ‘ | Edythe Wright Johnny Powell Ore 
Esquires |. Margie Hart 
Jack Leon: urd rystal Aymes 
é ‘ | Lee ‘astaldo P inks Lee 
Provincial Allan Storrs” | Jean Scott 
Hotet Edison Ann via 
Billy Swanson Ore | Mon Paris 
| fotel Mssex Uouwe | Oscar Calvet Ore 
Week of Nov. 15 | Richard Himber Or Charles Murray Ore 
| J & E Vernon i ° 
ABERDEEN - | GRIMSBY GB BF Mort's 
Tivoli Ritz | Blise Graves Lou Ferris Ure 
Leslie Strange | Scott & Whaley iis Athen The Oaks 
Taylor & Maree “es — | Rollini 3 Al Lambs Urc 
J & H Anderson | Step Sis ; Tommy Lyman 
Loll Park Aces Hetel Gov. Clinton | Gon. Archer 
Wright & Marion IPSWICH ye 3 
Herbert C Ritz , Eddie Lane Ore o Clab 
erber Cave g myx u 
ALDERSHOT Ronald 'Frankaw Hote! Lincoia John Kirby Ore 
Hippodrome ped ~_ = = k Isham Jones Ore Maxine Sullivan 
Selma 4 Nery, ewes ’ Noll & Nolan | Leo Watson 
apie a KINGSTON Hotel MeAlpin Paradise 
$ eee. i " Empire | J Messner Orc 
Jackson Stanley ’ 3 Mess P Devine tins 
Mitchell & Peru Roy Fox Ba Jeanne D’ Arcy omy ic venen ee 
»m| Yeomans & Starr Watsh & Barker Gonzales & Mennen Rose Blaine 
2 58 : j : , * . _ 
EDINBURGH | Var Dock | Hotel New Yorker | Tiny Wolfe 


Diamond Lros 
Readinger 2 

Paul Sydell 

Lyda Sue Leeds 
Walter Long 

Bert Frohman 

Lee Sullivan 

Helen Dell 

Cynthia Caunaught 
Shannon Dean 


Place Elegante 
Bill Cassi Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Helen Cagle 
Jack Rose ' 
Toto Canglosi 
Mario Basini 


Plantation Club 


Willie Bryant Ore 
Lee Simmons 
Freddie & Ginger 


Babe Matthews 
Edna Mae Holly 
Willa Mae Lane 
Avon Long 
Queen Mary 
Joe Webb Orc 
Vivian Hall 
Valerie Dumont 
Ray Jones 
Rainbow Grill 


Eddy Rogers Ore 
Helen Myers 
Glover & LaMae 


Patricia Ryan 
Rainbow Keom 
Al Donahue Orc 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Dorothy Fox 

Alec ‘Templeton 
Durelle Alexander 
Dario & Diane 
Senator Ford 


Riviera 





Tana 
Hotel Taft 


Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 


Motet Waldort- 
Astoria 
leo Reisman Ba 
Paul & G Hartman 
ive Symington 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 


Hotel White 


Jacques Krakeur 
Rhoda Chase 
Nancy Noland 
International Casine 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Calgary Bros 
Artini 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crarive 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Allan Smati Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
Mary Lane 
| Gene Walters 
lee Leslie 
Gladys Faye 
Santos & Elvira 
Carter & Schaub 
Swank 2 
Suzanne & Christine 
Lesar & Fedora 
Georgette 
Isabel Brown 
Peggy De La Plante 
Lillian Craig 
Danny Higgins 
John Rockwood 
Ira Yarnell 
| Vaugh Comfort 


Kit Kat Club 


| Charioteers 
Audrey Thomas 
Larne 
Nddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
Graziella Parraga 
La Conga 
Pancho Ore 
Ramon Littee Bd 
Hilda Salazar 
Havana $3 
Panchito 
| El Caneys 
| La Marquise 
Karol Kane 
Frank La Salla 
Silvertone 3 
Marla Forbes 
Frank McFarlane 
Dolores Rogers 
Le Coq Rouge 
Marton Orc 
Sterney Ore 
Great Maurice 
le Mirage 





Riser 


Don 
| George 


The 


Howard Lally 

Eva Oriega 

Charles Wright 

Bass Bros 

4 New Yorkers 
Russian Art 

Yasha Datsko Ore 

Anna Kouznetzova 

Mara 

Sinda Voella 

Alex Bolshakoff 

Eli Spivack 

Zaciiar Martinoff 


Ore 


Russian Bear 
Cosrya kKrumin 
Karlo 
Lonya Kalbouss 
Elena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushke 
Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloff 


Russian Kretchma 


Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaeff 


Sterk Club 
W Feldkamp Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 


Versallies 
M Bergere Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
Terry Lawlor 
(Gomez & Winona 
Gali-Gali 
Mark Plant 


Village Barn 
Johnny 
Miriam Yerman 
Phil Goldfarb 
Fiying Whirtos 
Collette & Barry 
Larry McMahon 


Voodoo 
Voodoo Dancers 
Rey Rector 
Billy Haywood 
Clift Allen 

Whir.ing 
Fran Craven 
Musical Tops (3) 
Honey Johnson 


Wivel 
job Asen Bd 
Arline Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Rob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 
| Continental 3 
Dorothy Wenzel 


Top 


VYacie Club 
Ralph 
Jack Waldron 
Frances Faye 
Siboney 4 


Henny Youngman 
Tiny Wolf 
Pegey Seel 


Antobala Cuban 4 





| tarry Horton Ore 
|Ibiaxz & Lawton 
| Gaby 


Johnny & Georg 


Watkins Ore 


pe 
Julie Gibson 


| 
| 


j 
Carolyn 


Iimmy Grier Ore 


The Stapletons 
Glen Pope 


Alene & Evans 


| Delores & Andre 


Dick Webster 

| 3 Rhythm Rascals 
Cafe De Paree 

Billy McDonald 

Bub Taylor 

Duo Rossilanos 

Cafe International 

les Hite Ore 

Downey Sis 

Lucille Lehman 

Night & Day 

12 Sebastinettes 

Margery Shetiy 
Cafe la Maze 

Ave Boys 

Clare Ore 
Club Hawaii 

Gene Barry Ore 

Charlie Borne 

tich 


Or 


Park 
Stan 


B Brenne! 


| Joe 


| 
| 


i 
} 


|} Paul 


Cocoanut Greve 
Reichman Orc 
Lydia & Joresco 
Larry Stewart 
Yola Galli 

Eameous Doer 
Eddie Beal 
Fats Waller 
Hawalian Paradise 
Sol Brights Orc 
Eddie Bush Orc 
Satini Tuai Loa 
Sol Hoopi Orc 
Wanda 
Princess Iwuana, 
Satini Tuai Loa 


Little Club 


Jones 
Kendal) 


Ore 


Jane 


Gladys Bagwell 


| Kay 
| Virginia 


| Georgas & Jalna 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


| 





| 


| Sonia 





j 


| Willie Shore 


Nicholas Matthey Or | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| Jimmy 


Johnson Ore | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Bruce 


| 


| Dan 


| 
| 
| 


| Skippy 


| D & S Jennings 


Rose Valyda 
Omar's Dome | 


CHICAGO 


Binekhawk ! 
Kayser Orc 
Sims 
Sully Mason 
Harry Babbitt 
Chez Paree 
Fields 


Benny 


Gracie Barrie 
Dolly Arden 
Sunny Rice 


Rosita Royce 
Henry Busse Ore 
Colosimes 
Henri Gendron Ore 

Jay Jason 
Don Enrico 
Lois Morse 
Costellos 
Billie Hebert 
Club Alabam 
Harriet Norris 
& Marie 
Effie Barton 
Chet Robinson 
Dave Unell 
Eddie Perry 
Paramount 3 
Club Paramount 


Harry 
Mile 


Vernon 
Jeanne 


Rose Catalina 
Haxton & Harvey 
Mildred Kelly 
Joe Mussi 

Gay 90's 
Lew King 
‘Marne’ 
Marion 
Colleen 
Emmet Vance Ore 

Harry’s N. Xx. 

Cabaret 
Chas Engles Ore 
Jack Irving 
Dorothy Wahl 
Margie Kelly 
Florence Bariow 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Red Hoffman 
Mildred Rock 
Dorothy Johnston 
Hi-Hat 
E Howard 


Parker 


Ww & 


Zang & Todd 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Reom) 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Ruth Pryor 
Oxford Boys 





Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Earl Smith 
Commodore Duo 
Joe Parlato 
Hotel Congress 
(Casino) 





Dorsey Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Rochell & Rinata 
ae Alden 

‘atherine Smith 
yohnan Graff Ore 
Arcadia tnt’ 
Herbie Kay Ore 

Holden 
Joan Barrie 
Howard Furor 
Shag Dancers 
Gary. Leon 

Marcia Mace 
Dawn Roland 

Don Renaldo Ore 
Rosaleen & Seville 





Aronomink Farms 
Dick Thomas 

Toni Kiting 

Sunny Graser 

Billi Donagnue Ore 


Baia Inn | 
Manny LaPorte Or 
Milt Sigmund 

Barritz Cafe 
Joe Reilly 
Drifters 
Margie Smith 
Anion Ore 
Bellevue-Stratford 

(Planet Room) 
Mever Davis Ore 
(Burgundy Room) 

> 


| Ai Heath Ore 


Kay Weber 


Janet 


, Helen 


| Al &-Anise 


|; Orville Tucker Orc 


;} Ann Bolen 
| Billy 


‘ 
| Roy 


3 Bards 
Vivian Lee 
Buddy LaRue 


Patomar 


Ray Bauduc 
Tai Sings 
Gilbert Howe 





Bob Crosby's Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gls 


Parts tan 


Frank Sorttno Ore | 
Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Moreno & Valencia 
Rudy La Tosca 
Helen Gordon 
Henry Monet 
Marguerite Lewis 
Thora Maithatson 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 


Seven Seas 


Lily Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 
Jimmy Lowell Co 


Somerset House 


Jordan 
Somerset Swing Bd 
Swing Club 

King 

Nan Blackstone 
Hal Brown 
Frankie Gallagher 
Dorothy . Roberts 

: Robert Bros 

Fred Thompson Ore 





Topsy’s 
Alice ‘Hulett 
Judy Lane 
Pat O'Shea 
Chuck Fody 
Arnold Sis 
B Farrington 
Leena Rice 
Agnes Johnson 


Ore 


Trocadero 
Garwood Van Ore 


Jume Richmond 
Sob Eberle 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Roem) 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Grand Terrace 
Ada Brown 


Karl Hines 
Geo D Washington 


Edgewater Beach 
otel' 


(Marine Room) 


tailey Sis 
Bonnie Baker 
Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
The DeMarcos 
Alexander Gray 
Wayne King Ore 
Pierce & Harris 
32 Cossacks 
Fred Craig 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 


Hotel Sherman 

(College Inn) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Jackie Heller 
Donna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 

Hote) Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Sande Williams Orc 
Music Hall Boys 
Pierre & Temple 
Covert & Reed 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Jerry McGinty 
Herbert Dexter 
Irene St. Clair 
Marya & Martin 

Old Colony Club 
Gus Van 

Royale Frolics 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros 
Karre LeBaron 8 
Ann Lester 
Abbott & Marshall 
Rita Ray 
Jack Hilliard 

The Rese Bowl 
Bernard & Henri 
Dixie Painter 
Joy Glynn 


Scoit Ore 
Three Deuces 
Eldridge Ore 
Cleo Brown 
Gladys Palmer 
Fred Reed 
Monette Moore 
Yacht Club 
Hugo De Paal Ore 
Jackie Green 
Toby Wing 
Robinson 2 


Frank Juelte Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel 


(Georgian Room) 
Leo Zollo Ore 





Benny the Bum’s 


| Deloyd McKay 
| Benny's Swingsters 


Betty Benson 
tadio Aces 

Enters & Borgia 

Patsy Ogden 

toss Irwin 

2 Mystics 

H Carrol Gls (12) 
Cafe Metropole 

(Camden) 

Bernie Berle Ore 
Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Clarence Mich Ore 

Paul Lee 

Starle & Dorn 

Ben Alley 


Embassy Club 
Helen Benton 
INlis Deon 
Killeen Mercedes 
Vera Dunn 
Blue Drake 
Bert Clemoux 
Pedro Blanco 
Warwick Sis 
Evelyn Burgess 
Clift Hall 


Ore 


eee eee 


Kay Lavery 
Peanuts Stewart 
Jackie Mabley 
Ollie Potter 
Honey Brown 
Marie Wilson 
Patsy Evans 
Lulu Maye 
Bubbles Shelby 
Jane Ferrar 
Linda Rae 


Sam Woods Ore 


|} Swing Kings Ore 


Henri’s 
Cape May 3 
Chas Verna 
Ozzie Wells 
Doris Abels 
Andre & Ellanda 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 


Ore 


Bob Roltne: 
| Joe Frasetto Ore 
Paul Duke 
Oshins & Lessy 
Allen & Kent 
Haskell 
Myra Nash 
Titan 3 
Betty Kean 
Frank Gaby 
Floridians Qre 
Agnes ‘lolle 
Lambs ‘Tavern 
Larry Meli Ore 


Latimer Club 


Dotty Maithews 
Noah Pelaquez 
Helen Foster 
Geraldine Kay 
Musical Raskels Or 
Harry Glyn 


Debutantes 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Katherine Maye 
Re-Chardo & M 
Air-O-Way Duo 
Palumbo's 
Eddie Thomas 
Marlonettes 


Bobby Morro Ore 
De Mayos 
Eddie Lang 


George Herman 
Snowball 
Frankie Richardson 


Rendezvous 
Murray & Alan 
Ross 3% 

Sally Warren 
Esther Martin 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Keoom) 
Van Levis Ore 
31 Club 
Eleanor White 
Flo Standish 
De Vere Sis 
Al Frisco Ore 
Billy Safford 
Dorothy Bach 
Tex Hendrix 
Russian Kretchma 
Mura Tumanova 
Olga Timkimov 
Gypsy Rita 
Gregory Dnestroff 
Teva Gorodetsky 
Silver Lake Ing 
(Clementon) 


sill Honey Ore 





Parrish Cafe 
Frankie Fairfax Or 
Irene Bateese 
Ola “Weight 
Shin Bones 
3 Parisettes 


Dutkin’s Kathskelier 
Sunny. Nash 
Shandor & Margo 


& F 


| Pepper Garat 
Doris Shea 
Mary Grovenelli 
Victor Nelson Ore 


| Tommy 


| 





‘rank Ponti 


Stamp’s Cafe 


Bella Belmont 
Vie Earlson 
Marie LaTell 
Yvonne & Everett 
Jean Van 
Emerald Sis 
Jack Hutchinson 


Irving Braslow 


1214 Clab 
& Turk 
Kave 
Blake 
Irving 
Steele 
tolle 


21 Club 


Jerry 
Sybil 
Jimmy 
Al 
Bill 


Joe 


Menroe 


Sally La Marr 
Corlies & Palmer 
Ann Rush 

Doris Reed 
Marion Kingston 
Richard Bach 

Jay King 

Jean Riccardi Ore 


Venice Grille 
Bob Ridley 
Joan Martin 
Emina Jordan 
Fay Ray 
Marty Barton Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 

Louts Chalkin 

tay Miller 

Flu Mayo 

Bert Sloan 

Jack Morrison 

Geo W Moore 

Int’] Instrumental $ 

lise Hart 

Hugo Klee 

Sid Golden 

Kldoradians 

Carmen D' Antonio 


Ubangi Club 
Doe Hyder Ore 
Valda Hatton 
Bobby Evans 
Johnny Hudg 
Taps & Joe 
LeRoy McCoy 
Pete Digs 
Victoria Vigal 
Blanche Saunders 


Ore 


ens 


Yorktown Tavera 
Bill Bilger Ore 
Lou Foster 
Streets of Paris 
Jimmie Costello 
Kay Allen 
Elaine Owens 
Gladys Jean 
Doris Fields 
Beano Johnson 
Charley Kerr Ore 
Linsley Sis 


PITTSBURGH 


Bill Green's 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Helen Heath 


Harlem Casino 
Jimmy Wadkins Or 
Larry Steele 
George Gould 
Buddy Doyle 
Rhythm Pals 
Abdeen Ali & R° 
Helen Wiles 
8 Harlemeties 


Hotel Schenley 
Howdy Baum Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
(Cocktail Bar) 
Billy Catizone 3 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 

Carmen 
New Penna 
Harold Stern Ore 
Niron Cafe 
H Middleman Ore 
Nally Hughes 
Cansino & Chansene 
Norman & Mekay 
Ted Frank 
Hollywood Horse 
Miaco Co 
Angelo di Palma 
Plaza Cafe 
Plaza Ore 
la Petite Sis 
Show Boat 


Al Marsico Ore 





Trudy De Ring 
Barrett & Smith 
Wilma Douglas 
Johnny Randall 
Wayne Thomas 
Noel Sherman Girls 


White Mansions 
Jack Sherr Orc 
Marion Melton 


William Pena 
(Italian Terrace) 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Paula Kelly 
Burt Shaw 


(Continental Bar) 
Arthur Ravel 8 
(Grill) 
Otto Thurn Co 
Eddie Peyton's 
Peter Higgins 
Eddie. Peyton Orc 


Nut Club 
Al Mercur 
Sam Libman 
Lou Gold 
Woogy Sherman 
Joe Lee 
Club Petite 
Karl Dulaney Ore 
Rae Trader 
Joy Lynn 
Rita Lawler 
Bunny Rang 
Ballonades _ 
J & B Richards Or 
Willows 
Gregor 


Marty Ore 


BOSTON 


Brown Derby 
Jimmy MeHale Ore 
3 Payne Bros 
Jean Christy 
N Sherman Gls (12) 


Cocoanut Grove 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Skeets. C 


Marion 
Tony 


AtIneron 
Lane 
Gardiner 


Club Mayfair 
Joe Smith Ore 
Charles Walsh 
Archie Robbins 
Nina 
Olivette 
Lillian Beverly 
Bob Robinson 
Virginia Martin 

Famous Door 
Benny Wayne Ore 
Satch & Satchell 
Helen Shaw 
Katherine Quinn 

Hotel Bradford 

(Penthouse) 
Frankie Ward Ore 
Carmen Trudeau 
Beatsie Donner 
Alma Bray 
Tung Tin 
Tommy 
Tifluny 2 
Jack Russell 


& Dmitri 


Sao 
oran 


| 





Boots McK Gls (19) 
Hotel Brunswick 


“Vaugh'n Munroe Or 


| Hotel Copley Plaza 





| Bhayme & Armstr’g | 


| 
} 
} 


? 
| 


Johnny J.ong Orc 
Southland 
B Calloway Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Linda Keene 
Hotel West minster 
tillie Dooley Ore 
les Steele 
Jerry Hambro 
Julianna 


Pierce & Roland 


Levaggi's 
Rudy Bundy Or 
Ford, Marshall & J 
terthe Sis 
Hal Cummings 

Southland 
B Calloway, Ore 
Charlie Harmon 
Alma Smith 
Raiph & Stim 

Steuben's 
Jack Fisher Or 
Janet Carroll 
tudio Rockets 

Toyland 
Hughie Kelleher ¢ 

Trement Vilara 
Gene Nickerson 


Yr 


vr 


Ore 
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‘Breathing Spell’ Asked By 
Equity Execs; Unity Proposals. 





So many resolutions and proposals 
have been tossed at Equity officers 
that they have asked for a ‘hreath- 
ing spell.’ That has been told the 
council by Frank Gillmore, shortly 
to relinquish his duties as president 
of Equity to assume active direction 
of the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, parent union of all per- 


formers in show business. Gillmore’s 
statement was made during the 
weekly session yesterday (16) when 
the special order of business was 
"ise was advised to engage an 
assistant, since work has been piling 
up through the illness of Paul Dul- 
zell, but he figures it would take 
months to break in someone to 
handle Equity business. As for the 
urge for unity, how that can be ac- 
complished is yet to be determined. 
If an opposition faction continues, 
as indicated, there always will be 
differences of opinion, it is claimed. 

‘Unity’ proponents say the legit 
actors association should be more 
democratic and that it should be 
closer to the members. Ways and 
means to such an end has the atten- 
tion of one of the many committees 
appointed by the council. Resolu- 
tions have emanated not only from 
the so-called younger group but 
from some of the conservatives. 

At last week’s council meeting it 
was voted to place in immediate 
operation the rule against no repay- 
ment of rehearsal money to man- 
agers. It had first been decided to 
wait until the rule was carefully 
studied along with other proposals 
tentatively adopted but possibly sub- 
ject to conflict with other rules or 
constitutional clauses. 

Rehearsal pay starts the second 
week of rehearsals, according to the 
present rule. However, that is sub- 
ject to change in light of the limita- 
tion of the probationary period from 
seven to five days. Whether pay for 
rehearsals shall start the sixth day 
or whether the former rule will be 
retained is still to be decided. 
Around Equity there seemed to be a 
difference of opinion about the addi- 
tion of two days to the rehearsal pay 
period. 

League of New York Theatres has 
protested the Equity rule which al- 
lows the cancellation of contracts in 
the event that any manager declines 
to follow suggestions of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Council. Showman 
pointed out that such a situation 
would have Equity dominating the 
ATC. Rule applies to plans to boost 
theatre attendance. 

Gillmore reiterated his statement 


(Continued on page 67) 


Add ‘Tobacco’ Bans: 
New Orleans This Time 


New Orleans, Nov. 16. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ scheduled to open 
at the St. Charles on Nov. 22, will 
not be produced because the permit 
for its production has been revoked 
by Safety Commissioner Frank R. 
Gomila at the request of Monsignor 
Peter M. H. Wynhoven, the same 
pastor who caused Mayor Edward 
Kelley of Chicago to stop its show- 
ing in that city. Obscenity named as 
grounds for the order. 

Monsignor Wynhoven said he went 
to the city authorities after he con- 
ferred with Archbishop Rummel 
here. Gomila, Friday (12), instructed 
Superintendent of Police George 
Reyer to ban the show as vulgar, 
and because the clergy requested it 
be prevented from showing here. 

Meantime, members of the Fed- 
eration of Protestant .Women, fol- 
lowing a protest by the Rev. Norman 
Maunz, Evangelical minister, voted 
to add ‘Tobacco Road’ to the book 
committee's list of suggested reading 
matter. He advised the women to 
read the novel. Other Protestant 
pastors also urged the church wo- 
men to read the novel or play. 

Mayor Maestri said the banning 


order ‘was final’ in so far as he is 
concerned, 








Won't Talk, Huh? 


Boston, Nov. 16. 
Ed Wynn was caught fiat- 
footed here last week—and by 
his own son, Keenan Wynn, the 
comedian’s son, who has a bit 
part in ‘Room Service’ but who 
found time to taxi to the Colo- 
nial, where his father was star- 
ring in ‘Hooray for What!’ 
During the Peace Conference 
scene, Keenan ambled on the 
stage in the costume of the 
Abyssinian delegate and sidling 
over near his pop, burbled, 
‘Hiya, Dad’ from behind the 
bushy whiskers. 
No comeback. 
for the record. 


At least none 














ATC SUGGESTS 
DRAMA FEST; 
REPORTS 


Brock Pemberton was_ rec- 
ommended by Kenneth MacKenna 
to head proposed N. Y. Drama 
Festival to be held simultaneously 
with the next conclave of the Amer- 
ican Theatre Council in N. Y. dur- 
ing August of 1938. Action took 


place at last ATC meeting at the 
Astor, N. Y., Friday (12). Producer 
has not yet assented or dissented 
on job should plans go through. 

As outlined, Festival would con- 
sist of one classic play, revived pop 
comedy, dance program, a pageant 
and two current plays. Also a 
one-act play contest, lectures fo 
subscribers and view of two legit 
shows for those who take entire 
coupon. According to report read 
at the meeting, legit stars and the 
Dramatists Guild will also be asked 
to attend and co-operate. 

Report also included Leonard 
Bergman’s committee statement on 
ticket sales and b.o. conditions. 
Plans for suburban ticket distribu- 
tion through S. K. Cartwright’s bu- 
reau was mentioned in article. Fee 
would be $50 per week per play, 
plus 10% of sales. Improvement of 
b.o, technique for greater courtesy, 
a central ticket office for all legit 
houses, car parking question and 
sales of ducats through department 
stores and attendant publicity were 
included in sheets. Suggestion that 
all ticket buys be eliminated and 
a joint office operated at an advance 
of 15c over the -b.o. price with 





profit going to ATC, was men- 
tioned. 
Questionnaires regarding early 


curtains to aid suburbanites were 
sent out, according to MacKenna, 
findings to be disclosed when same 
are returned. In same category an 
organization of playgoers, similar 
to the one in St. Louis, was sug- 
gested in the report by James 
Brennan, of IATSE. 

Possible that 10 or 20 qualified 
WPA dramatists will be invited to 
attend Broadway plays and co- 
operate during the Festival, report 
adds. Antoinette Perry, speaking 
for Apprentice Theatre, was same 
as at Equity session a week pic- 
vious, except that she reportea that 
Equity’s Council and the Leigue of 
N. Y. Theatres had each cor- 
tributed $350 to the expense fund 
of rehearsal groups. 


Geddes-Paul Opus 
On Spanish Revolt 


Virgil Geddes and Elliott Paul are 
collabing on a play based on the 
Spanish revolution. Nearly com- 
pleted, but hasn't been shown to a 
producer, even in outline. 

Paul recently authored ‘Life and 
Death of a Spanish Town,’ story 
which came in for considerable 
critical acclaim. 





remy meres? ° 


4 NEW ENTRIES 
DUE SHORTLY 


Waltzes’, 
What?’ 


and 


‘Right This 


—‘Babes’ a Holdover 


NEW PLAYS BETTER 


stride in the number of new plays 
presented, the season is still back- 
ward in musical show production 
into which much coin has been used, 
especially by the Shuberts. First 
musical by the latter to arrive will 
be ‘Hooray for What?’ dated to open 
at the Winter Garden, Nov. 30, un- 
less ‘Three Waltzes’ comes in ahead 
of schedule. ‘Right This Way’ may 
debut about the same time. 

Only two musicals have been 
presented on the main stem as yet 
this fall, ‘Virginia,’ already with- 
drawn, and ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ 
new list leader. ‘Babes in Arms’ is 
the only holdover. 

‘Between the Devil,’ which was 
brought back from tryout for book 
revision, went into rehearsal again 
yesterday (Tuesday). Three leads, 
Evelyn Laye, Jack Buchaman and 
Adele Dixon remain in the cast. Re- 
ported friction over guarantees to 
several players is said to have been 
adjusted. Buchanan, who went to 
Nassau for a holiday, is not due back 
until today (Wednesday). Leo Car- 
roll is the only lead not rejoining 
‘Devil” He had a six weeks’ con- 
tract and is being paid off. 


Shubert Productions 

Lee Shubert is supervising pro- 
duction on ‘Hooray,’ currently in 
Philadelphia, and ‘Devil,’ while J. J. 
Shubert is in charge of ‘Three 
Waltzes,” which opened in Boston 
Saturday night. Reports from there 
are to the effect that the operetta is 
also in need of fixing. Some 40 min- 
utes were cut right after the open- 
ing. Shuberts were unexpectedly 
socked recently when poor business 
forced “The Show Is On’ and ‘Follies’ 
off the road. Inability to hold the 
original featured players in both 
shows was blamed for their road 
failure. 

Hannah Williams (Mrs. Jack 
Dempsey ) is understood to be dissat- 
isfied with her before-the-curtain 
assignments and she may be replaced 
before ‘Hooray’ reaches town. Jack 
Whiting is mentioned as joining the 
show, which stars Ed Wynn. Ethel 
Shutta will probably replace Kay 
Thompson. 


+ 


| ‘Between the Devil,’ ‘Three | 
‘Hooray for) 


Way’ Out of Town—‘I’d | 
Rather Be Right’ a Smash | 


While Broadway is getting into its 


\ 














Honest Payoff 


Boston, Nov. 16. 
Russell Crouse, co-author of 
‘Hooray for’ What!’ working 
| furiously on a sheet of paper in 
the Colonial theatre office here 
one night last week, asked 
noisy gathering to scram 
let him work in peace. 
‘Revising the script, Russell?’ 
someone asked. 
‘No, working out a new lead 
for the expense account,’ was 
the reply. 


HUNGARY FEELS 
INSULTED’ BY 
ATKINSON 


—— 


a 
and 











Budapest, Nov. 6. 

Hungarian papers protested with 
unanimous vehemence against J. 
Brooks Atkinson’s article in the N.Y. 
Times in which he scored the Hun- 
garian invasion of Broadway, called 
Magyar plays ‘obsolete hot-house 
plants, and invited Congressman 
Dickstein to ban them from the 
United States. 


Article was written on the oc- 
casion of Broadway failure of Bus- 
Fekete’s ‘The Lady Has a Heart.’ 
Budapest papers, foaming at the 
mouth, retort that this play also 
flopped at home and that Bus-Fetete 
does not represent Hungarian drama. 
It’s the American producers who in- 
sist On exporting this type of stuff, 
encourage our authors to write it, 
and refuse to buy anything that is a 
little more weighty and valuable. 


This is certainly true. American 
stage and picture producers buy this 
lightweight product at a premium; 
no wonder Magyar authors think it's 
a good busines proposition to turn it 
out wholesale. But the fact remains 
that Hungarian drama _ production 
shows a downward trend. Our 
critics and producers complain of it, 
but if an outsider says so, we are up 
in arms against him. 








Managers Snub TMAT Recognition 
Bid; Case to Go Before NLRB 





‘Board of the Leagues of New York 
Theatres decided at the meeting held 
Monday (15) not to enter into ne- 
gotiations with the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers union 
which sought a working agreement 
or contract with the managers and 
set five o'clock of that afternoon as 
the ‘deadline.’ 


Managers stated they regard the 
front of the house berths as execu- 
tive posts. Cannot reconcile their 
unionization with accepted practices 
in the theatre, it was claimed. 
League’s board also said it had no 
power to commit individual man- 
agers to a general agreement such 
as asked by TMAT. That appears to 
apply to the League itself. 

What measures will be taken by 
the union in another attempt to ob- 
tain its objectives will probably be 
decided this week. Known that 
TMAT has the advice of IATSE of- 
ficials and the course pursued is ex- 
pected to be at their suggestion. One 
of the first matters which TMAT 
hopes to adjust concerns a boxoffice 
} wage scale, since it is understood 





ticket sellers are preponderant in 
the membership. 

Stated that TMAT will place its 
case before the National Labor Re- 
lations Board and, if recognized as 
the body for collective bargaining. 
will seek the support of Equity, other 
unions in the Four A’s and stage- 
hands and musicians. 


Unpublished Dillingham 
Reminiscences Are Sold 


Unpublished script of reminiscences 
written by the late Charles B. Dill- 
ingham was sold at auction yester- 
day (Tuesday) by Referee John E. 
Joyce in the U. S. Court House, N. Y. 
Sale was an additional liquidation of 
the showman’s effects, disposed of 
through the Irving Trust Co., han- 
dling the bankrupt estate. 

Purchaser was an attorney, who 
did not disclose the principal for 
whom he acted. Purchase price of 











the script of 111 typewritten pages 
was $350, bid up from $100, 





4-A’s Setup, for a Compact Body 
To Embrace All Branches of Show 
Biz, Expected OK by Next Month 


Final revision of the Associted Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America setup, 
by which the parent group over all 
show biz performers will become a 
compact organization, may be com- 
pleted within the next month. Speedy 
action toward that end is expected 
with the setups begun at last week’s 
Four A's board meeting. Predicted 
that the move will be all set not 
later than mid-February and may be 
finished by Dec. 15. 


Committee was. selected at the 
meeting last Friday (12) to draw up 


a proposed revision of the Four A's 
constitution. Body includes Frank 
Gillmore, Paul Turner, Kenneth 
Thomson, Lawrence Beilenson, 


Henry Jaffe, Mrs. Emily Holt, Harry 
Calkins and Jean Greenfield. Un- 
derstood the various members will 
meet unofficially from time to time 
to suggest various moves. 


Thomson has already returned to 
the Coast from the meeting. - Jaffe 
gees out at the end of this week and 
Mrs. Holt will follow a day or so 
later. Plan is for the assorted pro- 
posals and plans to be clarified with- 
in two weeks and the program ap- 
proved by heads of the individual 
groups. This final plan, which will 
be embodied in the amendment, will 
call for the complete revision of the 
Four A's constitution and the setting 
up of the parent group as the dom- 
inant and active body. 


While ratification or disapproval 
of any proposed amendment to the 
Four A’s constitution does not have 
to be decided until 60 days after 
submission to the various groups, it 
is understood the realignment sug- 
gested will be crammed through in 
a week or less from the time offered. 


That this realignment will bring 
far-reaching changes for show biz 
is conceded. It will set up a cengral 
treasury and central authority for all 
performer unions. Performers will 
need only a single membership and 
will pay only one fee for dues. It 
will entirely eliminate the problem 
of interchangeability of cards and 
duplication of dues and, according to 
the plan, give much greater strength 
to the consolidated performer group. 


When the new setup goes through 
the Four A’s will immediately have 
a total membership of approximately 
25,000 and the expectation is that the 
figure will ultimately reach a maxi- 
mum of 100,000 or more. It is 
planned to do away with the pres- 
ent 12 individual offices of performer 
un’ s in New York, lodging the 
execs in one Four A’s office, with 
centralized authority. Such branches 
of the parent group as Equity, 
Screen Actors Guild, American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, American 
Guild: of Musical Artists, American 
Federation of Actors, etc., will then 
exist in name only, if the plan goes 
through. 

In that case, officers such as 
Thomson, Leo Fischer, Mrs. Holt, 
Mrs. Florence Marston, Ralph White- 
head and others would look after the 
interests of all performers (regard- 
less of original union membership) 
in the particular field they work in 
at the time. In that way Thomson 
would handle the interests of all 
Four A’s members in pix; Mrs. Holt 
in radio; Fischer in music, ete. Idea 
is to have branch offices in various 
key cities throughout the country. 

Up Per Capita Tax 

Last Friday’s meeting voted to 
raise the per capita tax paid by the 
member unions from 75c. to $1, the 
limit under the Four A’s constitu- 
tion. That was deemed the only way 
the organization could raise the 
money necessary for its elaborate 
expansion program and for Frank 
Gillmore’s $13,000 salary as execu- 
tive director. 

Some estimate of the coin to be 
raised in that way may be had from 
the fact that the Screen Actors 
Guild, most populous of the Four A 
unions, has about 8,500 members. 
New American Federation of Radio 
Artists now has nearly 5,000 on the 

(Continued on page 66) 
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Shakespeare B’way's In-n -Outer; 
‘Caesar’ Clicks, ‘Cleo,’ ‘Like’ Fold 


William Shakespeare had his ups 
and downs on Broadway last week. 


One of the most costly revivals of) .. and the new names being added 
the Bard’s plays on record waAS/| to the list, the Mercury is reported 
j 2 ; than a week, while | also honoring a number of subscrip- 
Siokee tive: See _| tions to the Theatre Union, which 
| folded last spring with one play still 
mediate acclaim. |due. Many of the Theatre Union 





however, because of house limita- | 
tions and the pop scale. ; 
In addition to its charter subscrib- 





a low-nut production received im 





‘Antony and Cieopatra, at the| subscribers were taken care of un- 
F : > | der an arrangement with the Thea- 

ans ras > disappointment, | 5 
Mansfield, rice’ me > a 'tre Guild, but others, already mem- | 
cashing in its chips after five Pef-| 1}... of the Guild, could not be han- 
formances. ‘Julius Caesar’ was the} dled that way. About 200 Phoenix 





click, leaping off to strong biz at a| theatre subscribers are also being 
small theatre called the Mercury, 
formerly the Comedy. 

Third Shakespearean effort, also a 
low-budget preduction, likewise 
faded out of the scene at the end of 
the week. It was ‘As You Like It,’ 
presented at the Ritz by the Surry 
Players, indie summer group from 
Surry, Me. Latter troupe, however, 
figures on doing subsequent produc- 
tions. In any case, it will remain 
together for practice rehearsals. 
‘Like It’ opened Oct. 30. 

There had been unfavorable 


| 


re- | 


ports from the road anent ‘Cleo- 
patra,’ which starred Tallulah Bank- | 
head. Understood that Rowland 


Stebbens, the presenter, proposed to 
keep the show off Broadway, but 
that the actress desired to make 
the appearance. Observers believe 
the production was  over-scened, 
whereas there is no scenery at all 
for ‘Caesar.’ ‘Cleopatra’ represents 
an investment conservatively placed 
at $97,000, with little salvage likely. | 
Figured the manager could have} 
produced five straight plays for | 
what ‘Cleo’ cost. 





Caesar Unique 


‘Caesar’ is probably one of those 
miracles that happen in show busi- 
ness. Was to be part of a repertory 
scheduled by a group of independ- 
ents called the Mercury theatre, and 
will prqbably be alternated with 
two or three other plays, not re- 
vivals. Six out of eight reviews were 
raves. Economy of production ap- 
pears to have helped the perform- 
ance, rather than hindered it. 

Mercury is said to have raised 
$10,006, but the money is to be used 
for all shows on the schedule. For 
that reason little was used on 
‘Caesar,’ which played to’ turnaway 
business after the premiere last 
Thursday (11). Regular ads had not 
been inserted in the dailies up to 
early this week, probably because of 
the short bankroll. But one three- 
inch double-column insertion ap- 
peared in Monday’s (15) N. Y. Times, 
the group thanking the critics for 
their acclaim. Also stated that there 
would be no change in the ticket 
scale, topped at $2.20, with the gal- 
lery at 55c. Announced, too, that 
tickets are on sale for six weeks. 
Possible another house will be used 
for the other shows. 





Mercury theatre has not been used 


professionally*for years and is one 
of the worst located spots in the the- 
atre district. Long known as the 
Comedy it was virtually discarded 
and semi-professional groups used it 
last season. Mercury is on 4lst st. 
near Sixth ave., which is torn up, 
with traffic frequently blocked. If 
‘Caesar’ holds to its starting pace for 
an appreciable time, it will prove 
again that the theatre location is not 
important when a hit comes along. 

Mercury was dolled up last season 
by people said not to be interested 
currently. Rent is $10,000 per year, 
or about $200 weekly, if used con- 
tinuously, making it about the 
cheapest rental on Broadway. . Most 
of the ‘Caesar’ company is on mini- 
mum salary, but several leads are 
on percentage. 


25% Outsmarted 


Story connected with the presen- 
tation concerns a proposal to an ac- 
cessory man who had in storage a 
platform desired for the perform- 
ance. He was offered a quarter in- 


terest in ‘Caesar’ in return for the | 


use of the prop, but he wanted to 
sell the platform for $125. 
said that was too much and secured 
another platform. 

‘Caesar’ is 


played in modern 
clothes and costumes, including a 
black-shirted contingent. There is 


no intermission, play taking 90 min- 
utes. Although no settings are used 
the performance is punctuated by 
backstage spotlighting. Show prom- 
ises to supply as much interest as 
did last season’s twin ‘Hamlet’ and 
other resurrected Shakespearean 
drama, including ‘King Richard II.’ 
It cannot be comparable in gross, 


| the Lunts were a smash with “Tam- 


ij accommodated. 


Bard Last Season 

Uncertainty of Shakespeare as a 
b. o. bet on Broadway this season 1s 
nothing new. Last season and pre- 
vious ones likewise saw the same 
condition existing. John Gielgud’s 
‘Hamlet’ was a smash during the 
1936-37 Broadway season and re- 
peated on its brief road tour. Leslie 
Howard’s Dane, however, took a 
pasting from the New York critics 
and lost money here. In the case of 
Howard’s expensive production, it 
was said to have made back the in- | 
vestment during its subsequent tour | 
to the Coast. 

‘Walter Huston, in “Max Gordon’s 
production of ‘Othello,’ was a b. 0. 
flop last season and the Philip Meri- 
vale-Gladys Cooper combination also 
did a quick fadeout in its Shake- 
spea>. repertory try. But Katharine 
Cornell did big business with ‘Ro- 
meo and Juliel’ the previous season, 


ing of the Shrew’ for the Guild and 
the Negro unit of the Federal Thea- 
tre Project clicked with its version 
of ‘Macbeth.’ All in all, the young 
gent of Avon never knows how he'll 
be greeted when he shows his face 
on Broadway. 

Idead of producing ‘Caesar* in 
modern dress, set in contemporary 
Italy and with anti-Fascist implica- 
tions, was first suggested some years 
ago to the group by Chester Erskin. 
Matter was quickly dropped, how- 
ever, at the time. 


CHI FTP PLANS 
ROAD REP COS. 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Federal theatre here under the 
leadership of Harry Minturn, long 
prominent in midwest stock and 











Group | 


legit production, plans to take to 
| the road with repertecire companies. 
| While plans have not been an- 
nounced generally, the few show- 
men who have seen the plan worked 
out in detail consider it practical 
and helpful for show business. 

In the plan, Minturn will use Chi- 





cago as the key production city and 
will see that every town from 5,000 
up which wants spoken drama will 
get it. Feelers already sent out in- 
dicate that some 90% of these IIli- 
nois towns will not only welcome a 
rep company, but that civic and edu- 
cational organizations will cooperate 
to guarantee its success. 

In almost every case, the rep com- 
pany will be sponsored by some civic 
or educational institution. Letters 
have been sent out to mayors. cham- 
bers of commerce presidents, and 
educational chiefs of all towns, who 
have assented to becoming the basis 
of the guaranteed support. 

First company to go out will play 
three bills, ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ ‘Boy 
Meets Girl,’ and ‘Criminal at Large.’ 
Unit sets of a size which makes it 
possible for all three to be carried 
on one truck are already built. 
| Federal theatre does not expect to 
| make money with the road com- 
| panies, but hopes to pay all other 
| than labor costs. Guarantees are for 
| the additional traveling expenses in- 
curred only, and most of the money 
will be spent in the towns played. 

; At one time as many as 102 com- 
panies toured the country. This 
|number has dwindled gradually un- 
| til Chicago was left last year without 
}a single one headquartering here. 
| Feeling is that if the plan succeeds 
j in Iilinois, it will become a national 
; policy for the Federal theatre. In 
| putting forth the plan, Minturn sees 
la possibility of turning over com- 
| plete companies to legit managers, 
thus relieving the WPA rolls, as 


| well as getting some of the managers 
out again. 





| 





‘the New Plaza theatre here through 





Current Road Shows | 


Week of Nov. 15 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Werba, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Cass, Detroit. 

‘Barchester Towers’ (Ina. 
Claire), Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. 
(18-20). 

‘Dell’s House,’ (Ruth Gordon, 
Denis King, Paul Lukas), Shrine 
Aude, Des Moines, Ia. (15); 
Majestic, Minneapolis, (16-18); 
Aude, St. Paul, (19); Parkway, 
Madison, Wisc., (20). 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle’ 
(Ethel Barrymore-Dudley Dig- 
ges), National, Washington, D. C. 

‘Hooray for What’ (Ed Wynn); 
Forrest, Philadelphia. 

*‘Housemaster,’ Chestnut 
Philadelphia. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 
Greenwood), American, St. Louis 
(14). 

‘Leve of Wemen’ (Heather 
Angel), Shubert, New Haven, 
(16-17); Wilbtr, Boston, (18). 

‘Merely Murder,’ Ford’s, Balti- 
more. 

‘Richard If’ (Maurice Evans), 
Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘Right This Way,’ Cox, Cincin- 








St., 


nati. 

‘Room Service,’ Copley, Bos- 
ton. 

‘Roem Service,’ Royal Victoria, 
Victoria, B. C., (15); Empress, 


Vancouver, B. C., (16-17); Metro- 
politan, Seattle, (18-20). 

‘Show of Shows,’ Fox, Butte, 
Mont., (14); Capitol, Yakima, 
Wash., (15); Music Hall, Seattle, 
(16-17); Aude, Portland, Ore., 
(18-19); City Aude, Sacramento, 
Cal., (20). 

‘Stage Door’ (Joan Bennett), 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Three Waltzes,’ Opera House, 
Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ City Aude, 
Beaumont, (15); Majestic, Hous- 
ton, (16-17); Orpheum, Waco, 
(18); Melba, Dallas, Tex., (19-20). 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Metropolitan, 
Seattle, (14-16); Empress, Van- 
couver, (18-20). 

‘Tovarich’ (Marta Abba), Shu- 
bert, Boston. 

‘Tovarich’ (Eugenie Leonto- 
vich), Davidson, Milwaukee. 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 
Hayes), Royal, Alexandra, Tor- 
onto, Can. 

‘Women,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter, 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,” 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Community, Hershey, (15); Capi- 
tol, Shamokin, (16): Majestic, 
Williamsport, Pa., (17); Soldier 
and Sailor Aude, Trenton, N. J. 
(20). 


RAH-RAH ‘STRAIGHT 
SCOTCH’ TO BERMUDA 


Boston, Nov. 16. 

Typical of the ambition of the 
Harvard Dramatic Club to bring out 
innovations are the plans for the 
inaugural play of its season. Not 
only will the Crimson lads introduce 
a new play, as is their wont, but 
they will also take it on tour after 
the Boston tryout, with Bermuda the 
last stop on the road. ‘Straight 
Scotch,’ a comedy by Francis Hart, 
Jr., ‘about people fond of dogs and 
chickens and who think of not much 
else,’ will be preemed at the Peabody 
Playhouse here Dec. 7. 

Next it will go to Worcester, 
Northampton, Hartford, and will 
wind up in Bermuda the last week of 
December. Hart will also stage the 
piece, as he did ‘Dog Beneath the 
Skin’ last season. 











Inside Stui—Lesit 


With the presentation of ‘Julius Caesar’ in modern clothes last week 
at the old Comedy, N. Y., now called the Mercury, Orson Welles and 
John Houseman, its presenters, emerged as two of the cleverest show- 
men connected with the WPA Theatre Project in New York, from which 
they withdrew last spring. They secured a leave of absence from 
WPA when the latter ordered them to ditch ‘The Cradle Will Rock’ 
and did not rejoin. Show went on after a fashion at the onetime Jo]. 
son’s theatre and is slated for showing again by the Mercury group. Marc 
Blitzstein, who composed the score for ‘Cradle,’ supplied the music for 
‘Caesar.’ A 

Welles, who plays Brutus in the bare stage ‘Caesar’ which drew rave 
notices, is an American actor who went abroad and appeared with the 
Abbey Players and the Gate Theatre, in Ireland, also being in one of 
Katharine Cornell’s casts here. Houseman has adapted several plays. He 
was in charge of the colored cast of ‘Macbeth,” a WPA novelty at the 
Lafayette, Harlem, last year and assisted in the direction of Leslie Howard’s 
‘Hamlet.’ They teamed in the presentation of ‘Dr. Faustus’ under the same 
auspices at the Elliott, that revival also attracting attention. 





Beatrice Kaufman, wife of George S. Kaufman, who co-authored the 
book of ‘I’d Rather Be Right’ with Moss Hart, lost her coat during 
intermission at the premiere at the Alvin, N. Y. She strolled to the lobby, 
leaving the fur on her seat. Garment, reputed to be valuable, was 
thought to have been lifted by a female thief, although the identity of 
virtually every person on the lower floor was known. There were special 
guards at the entrances and no one was allowed to enter the lobby without 
a ticket. Several cops were also on hand, though fewer than usual at an 
important opening, because it was Election night. 

Richard Rodgers, who wrote the score of the show, conducted the or- 
chestra during the overture, but he first kissed his wife for good luck. 


| She was seated in the last row. George M. Cohan, as President Roosevelt, 


is working with a rubber ankle brace. 
while the show played Baltimore. 
dancing. 


He tripped over a cable backstage 
Injury, however, does not prevent his 


Competing legit agents were all summoned to a meeting at the Max 
Gordon office last week (10) by Ben Boyar to help cast Ward Green’s 
new play, ‘Honey.’ Possibly the first time the 10%-ers have all been in 
the same room together. Boyar’s plan, he stated, was to show no favoritism, 
which he said he had been accused of. Several present are not exactly 
the best of friends and didn’t care much for the vis-a-vis stuff. 

Agents were told what types were wanted and asked if they could cast 
without reading the script. Only one, Mildred Weber, of the William 
Morris office, thought so, but latter had read the play, which was sold 
through that agency. Two offices sent no reps, having previously gotten 
wind of what was up. 

Reported that Juliet Forbes, currently in ‘Brother Rat’ at the National, 
N. Y., is set for the title part in ‘Honey.’ 





John Anderson, critic for the N. Y. Journal, came a cropper last week 
in writing a belated review of ‘Processional,’ WPA revival ait the Elliott. 
Panned the show al more than once stated it had closed, but ‘Proces- 
sional’ is selling tickets in advance, including New Year’s eve, and is the 
most successful WPA try this season. 

Following day Anderson wrote a correction: ‘I owe the. Federal Theatre 
an apology. On what I thought was infallible authority (the word of an- 
other critic) I reported here yesterday that the revival of John Howard 
Lawson's ‘Processional’ had failed and has been taken off. I was vigorously 
informed that this was not so and that the play is still running. My inno- 
cent error sprang from carelessness and not wish-fulfillment. I do not mind 
how long it runs as long as I do not have to see it again. It just shows, ! 
suppose, that I shouldn’t trust a critic, especially one who likes ‘Proces- 
sional’ better than I do.’ 





There will be no change in the personnel of the Lyceum theatre, N. Y., 
because of the suicide of Spencer Bettleheim, who was president of the 
operating company, called the Lyco Realty Corp. Deceased’s estate will 
be handled by John Burke, a Long Island attorney. Bettleheim’s successor 
at the Music Box, where he was treasurer, is Charles Thomas who, last sea- 
son was assistant, which Job has been given to Murray Lang. 

Two special agents who have been delving into alleged tax irregularities 
both on the part of agencies and b.o. people on assignment from Washing- 
ton, attended the funeral services. They stood directly behind the widow 
when she collapsed at the funeral parlor. 





Late Winthrop Ames had one fling in Hollywood when Jake Wilk of 
Warners induced him to direct the picture version of ‘Old English,’ in 1930. 
Star of the film as well as the play was George Arliss, who was under the 
Ames management over a considerable period. Producer liked the Coast 
activities and might have counted in the making of other features, but his 
health failed and he seemed to lose interest in show business. 

Arliss was present at the premiere of ‘Young Mr. Disraeli,’ which opened 
and closed at the Fulton, N. Y., last week. Star portrayed the statesman 
on the stage and screen, but played ‘Disraeli’ after the latter had become 
England’s prime minister. He made no comment on the play. 





Theatre Guild offered its subscription time out of town to a costly at- 
traction, but the idea was nixed. Show regularly played a week stand in 
the east and grossed $10,000, whereas the subscribers there might have upped 
the takings by 50%. Split-week followed, with the show going further 
into the red. Result was it came to New York ahead of schedule. Figured 
there are other reasons involved. 

‘Yes MY Darling Daughter’ accepted the Guild subscriptions in Chicago, 
which carries along the American Theatre Society. Booking is limited there 
and the ‘Daughter’ management decided to get the coin pronto. Last week's 
gross of small cast comedy topped $16,000. 





Complaint was made to Equity by the cast of ‘King Richard II’ over back- 
stage conditions at the Shubert theatre, New Haven. Players alleged the 
dressing and retiring rooms to be filthy and claimed some of the rich ward- 
robe used in the show was damaged. 


Equity forwarded the complaint to the New Haven Board of Health. 
Also to a daily there. 





First two sets made for ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ at the Alvin, N. Y., and 








Palm Springs to Have 
Legit, Variety House 


Palm Springs, Nov. 16. 
Mrs, Con Conrad has taken over 


an arrangement with Earl Strebe. 
Plans to present new Broadway pro- 
ductions each Friday and Saturday 
night through the season, with Rob- 
ert McLaughlin directing. 

House also will offer variety bills 





later tossed out, were designed by Albert Johnson. Scenery finally used 
came from Donald Oenslager, although the general designs are similar. 
Oenslager’s setting was used first during the Baltimore engagement of 


i the show. 





Richard Watts, Jr., when told that Maxwell Anderson went to bat against 


| him last week for not liking the Surrey Players’ presentation of “As You 


| Like It’ cracked, ‘Anderson thinks he wrote it.’ 





with stellar lights from stage and 
screen. First legit show to go on 
will be ‘You Can't Take It With | 
You. First original will be a new 
play by William Anthony McGuire. | 


House opens first week in December,| three have worked together on a 
| show. i 


with a $5 top, 


, 2d, and Jerome Kern on a new mu- 


| spring. 





Henry Coote, of the Shubert staff in Boston. was recently wed to Julia 
Nash. She was divorced some time ago from Henry Chesterfield. 





——$ —— 





Harbach-Kammerstein-Kern 

Otto Harbach will start work in | 
Holl stein, | ; 

lywood with Oscar Hammerstein, | treasurer of Equity, is reported re- 
which they plan to do next | covering from intéstinal influenza 4! 
Flushing, L. L 

He was permitted to take nourish- 
ment for the -first time late last 
week, 


DULZELL IMPROVED 


Paul Dulzell, executive secretary- 


sical 
| his home in 
First time since ‘Sunny’ that these 
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N. Y. License Comm’r Moss Looks 
Set for 2d Term; Some Opposition? »-%2 "os" & 





Resignation of Paul Moss, N. Y. 
License Commissioner, will be 
turned in Dec. 31, along with those 
of other heads of municipal depart- 
ments. This was made public short- 
ly after the reelection of Mayor 
La Guardia in a_ statement by 
him to that effect. That Commis- 
sioner Moss will be reappointed is 
probably in the bag. That is, unless 
there is a great deal of public pro- 
test between now and Jan. 1. Such 
a move might arise since efforts by 
Moss to act as an unofficial censor 
in matters pertaining to legit has 
revived discussion of his activities 
in that connection. 

Anti-censorship groups stated that 
while they,contemplated no imme- 
diate action, they would continue to 
tolerate no official interference with 
productions, whether from present 
or future commissioners. 

Moss confident of 
reappointment from the tone of his 
speech recently at the Actors 
Equity meeting. While he made no 
direct reference to his continuing in 
office, he spoke of matiers which 
could be attended to after Jan. 1, 
leaving the impression that he would 
be there to continue as License Com- 
missioner. 

The appointment is of interest to 
the entire theatrical business since 
the License Commissioner has now 
become the most powerful single in- 
dividual connected with Broadway. 
Were it not for restrictions of pub- 
lic opinion, he could now close any 
show on the street through his con- 
trolling the license of every play- 
house in New York. In his actions 
against burlesque it is generally un- 
derstood that he had more than mere 
tacit support from City Hall. 

The forces which are unsympa- 
thetic to Moss’ reappointment are 
not so much concerned with the clos- 
ing of burlesque theatres, but the 
manner in which it was done. The 
application for renewal of licenses 
was held up, without the Commis- 
sioner having any manuscripts be- 
fore him. Had he had such a manu- 
script, he couldn’t have told any- 
how, as the action which goes into 
the performance is what would prob- 
ably be considered objectionable, 
even if the script were lily white. 
Not only has burlesque been banned, 
but the title forbidden. It is pointed 
out that it is only a slight step from 
here to musical shows such as Earl 
Carroll used to produce, and that if 
the Commissioner now desires he 
can condemn any house. Such ac- 
tion against the brick and mortar 
can stop any script. 

Jury Trial First 

It is contended by the anti-censor- 
ship forces that a show ought to 
be barred if convicted by a jury for 
cause. Any such action, it is stated, 
should be brought before a court 
with an accusation of the law hav- 
ing been broken. At the present 
time the License Commissioner is 
both judge and jury. 

Consequently there is a consider- 
able feeling by some that the pres- 
ent commissioner may have acted 
arbitrarily. While many do not per- 
Sonally object to Moss, it is never- 
theless felt that the precedents 
created by him, in his first term, are 
such that a successor might easily 
abuse them. 

When Moss first went into office 
four years ago, he circularized legit 
managers with a leiter suggesting 
that it might be a good idea for him 
to attend all dress rehearsals. These 
suggestions were sharply turned 
down by the manacers and although 
efforts have since been made by him 
from time to time to attend pre- 
views or dress rehearsals, the mat- 
ter has been dormant since. 

Those opposed to Moss’ censorship 
activities are still smarting under the 
jolt that they received by the ac- 
tion taken against the burly houses. 
They also recall that Moss took no 
active stand against the Dunnigan 
bill, which would have enhanced the 
power of his office. 

At the recent Equity discussion 
mectin*, Mors was scheduled to ‘try 
to Justify his ability to close thea- 
tres.” He did not, however, discuss 
the matter at all, limited his subjects 


himself seems 


to the possibility of a municipal 
theatre and cealing with _ ticket 
brokers, 





vw 








Chinese Shadowplay 
Troupe Touring South 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 16. 
Red Gate Players, Chinese shadow- 





play troupe, is in this section filling | 


bookings, mostly at 
with community 
Company, 
group 


colleges 
concert groups. 
described as the only 
in America trained in this 


and 


field, was formed by Pauline Ben- | 
ton, who made a siudy of the shadow | 


play among the native companies in 
Cnina, 

Actors of the shadowplay stage 
are gaily colored parchment figures, 
who perform fantastic feats and 
move and dance across the screen 
in realistic fashion and in stylized 
movements. Miss King Lan Chew, 
Chines2 concert dancer, appears on 
the program in several numbers. 
Plays are all accompan‘ed by music, 
played on Chinese instruments. 





Maurice Evans’ ‘Henry’ 
Preem Dec. 15, Philiy; 


Crix, but No Criticiz 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 

Maurice Evans, looking ahead to a 
season of repertory next year, spent 
all of his spare time here last week 
rehearsing Shakespeare’s ‘King 
Henry IV’ (first part) and told news- 
papermen he plans to test it for the 
first time at a special matinee in 
Philadelphia Dec. 15. Actor plans to 
invite New York reviewers down for 
a look at the production with the 
understanding that they aren't to 
write any criticisms, however. 

In ‘Henry,’ Frederic Worlock, now 
playing Bolingbroke in Evans’ ‘Rich- 
ard II’ will play the title role, with 
the star appearing as Sir John Fal- 
staff and Eleanor Phelps, Queen in 
‘Richard,’ as Lady Percy. 

Remainder of Evans’ repertory 
hasn't been set, although he says ii 
will possibly include full-length ver- 
sion of ‘Hamlet,’ a revival of a Shaw 
play and a modern comedy. 


SUPER-LEGAL JURY IN 
INDPLS. ‘NIGHT JAN. 16’ 


Indianapolis, Nov. 16. 
Civie theatre, presenting its sec- 
ond production of the season, ‘Night 
of January 16,’ had a jury of bona 
fide judges for opening night stage 











-jury. Those in the box were Judge 


Joseph T. Markey, of Circuit Court; 
Judges Herbert E. Wilson and Jo- 
seph R. Williams, of Superior 
Court; Judges William F. Dudine 
and William P. Bridwell, of the state 
Appellate Court; former Judge A. 
J. Stevenson, of Hendricks county 
circuit court; Tudges Dewey E. My- 
ers, Wilfred Bradshaw and Charles 
J. Karabell, of the Indianapolis 
Municipal Court; Harry O. Cham- 
berlin, former Judge of the Superior 
Court; Judge James P. Hughes, of 
the Supreme Court, and former 
Judge James P. Watson, of Carroll 
county. 

This jury brought in a verdict of 
‘not guilty,’ which drew the usual 
dressing down from the stage judge, 
according to the script. Their honors 
took it smiling. 





‘Road’ Harvesting Road 


‘Tobacco Road’ on the road con- 
tinues to clean up in the middle 
west. Going into Texas last weck 
the drama grossed $16,814 in one- 
nighters. Stands included Ft. Worth, 
San Antonio and Austin. 

Road show’s takings have been 
two and one-half times greater than 
the New York company, current and 
still profitable at the Forrest. 





‘Delight’ for London 


Londoan, Nov. 8. 

“Idiot's Delight’ has finally been 
set for England. Robert E. 
wood comcdy will open at the Now 
theatre, Oxford, Jan. 24, and will 
tour the provinces for s:x weeks be- 
fore coming to the West End. 

Raymond Massey will have the 
lead, with either Gladys Cooper o: 
Tamara Geva mentioned to play op- 
posiie. 


Sher- | 


Pitt Musical Famished, 
Gets ‘Hooray’ and ‘Devil’ 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 
Town's recent laments over tie 


| season have brought a quick answer 
and the Nixon will get two in suc- 
ession before the holidays. First is 
Ed Wynn's ‘Hooray for What!’ which 
plays the week of Nov. 29, after a 
forcnight in Philly and just ahead 
of Broadway opening. Other, which 
follows it, will be the Shuberts ‘Be- 
tween the Devil, which is to be 
| tried out in revised edition. 
| By the time the Wynn frolic gets 
} 
| 





here, the season will have been three 
months old, with 10 snows having 
| played the Nixon sans a single tune, 


}except for Charlotte Greenwood’s | 
| . ‘ ° 

|musical epilogue in ‘Leaning on 
tty... Town's invariably a push- 


|on the way are expected to clean 


up because of recent song-and-dance | 
Last piece of that type to} 


| famine. 
| play locally was ‘On Your Toes,’ las‘ 
| January. 
| 

Now It’s Hugh Sinclair, 
| ies 


Valerie Taylor Titsing 
With the Shuberts 





| Dispute over return transporta- 
tion to London for Hugh Sin- 

P ’ ° | 
lelair and Valerie Taylor, brought | 


|over by the Shuberts for ‘Love of 
| Women,’ now being tried out, will 
|probably be arbitrated. Manage- 
|}ment contends the transportation 
will be furnished if the players sail 
immediately after the engagement 
ends, but not if they remain on this 
side for an indeterminate period. 


Shuberts seek to apply the Equity 
rule which stipulates that when 


gagements they must return east 
within 30 days after the show closes 
if accepting return transportation. 
Arrangements between the British 
pair and the Shuberts was by cable- 
gram, Equity being on the sidelines. 
Players insist there were no strings 
on the return fare arrangement. 


KATHARINE W. KELLY, 














Cleveland, Nov. 16. 

Katharine Wick Kelly, leading lady 
at Cleveland Play House since it was 
founded 22 years ago and wife of 
Frederic McConnell, its director 
ended a long siege of illness by 
leaping to her death Nov. 8 from her 
seventh-floor apartment in the swank 
Cleveland Club. 


Actress, who was 49, had recently 
returned from a sanatorium after 
futile treatments for nervous trouble 
and melancholia. Wearing only a 
pink night dress, she made her sui- 
cide jump several hours after hus- 
band had left to attend a theatre 
meeting. 


Last stage appearance was during 
the 1936 season in ‘Within the Gates,’ 
although she and McConnell took < 
staff to Chautauqua, N. Y., for sum- 
mer performances, She was dra- 
matic director of People’s Theatre, 
N. Y., at one time when George Ar- 
liss and Walter Hampden were 
associated with it, but most of her 
professional life was spent in ner 
hometown. 





‘Four Cents’ Off, Mebbe 
For Good; $20,000 Cost 


‘Four Cents a Word,’ which was 
to have been presented next week 
at the Windsor, renamed from the 
48ih Street theatre, N. Y., has been 
temporarily or permanently shelved 
by Cheryl Crawford, new producer 
who has several other plays for pres- 
entation. About $20,000 was put in 
the piece, written by John Cecil 
| Holm, former actor. 





Differences over revision of the 
script caused the withdrawal, 
though it was announced that the 
work could not be done because 
Holm had been taken ill. Miss Craw- 
ford decided to call off the show 
aiter a run-throuvh Saturday (15) 
nicht. At the time Samucl and Bell: 
Spewack had been called in, but } 
is understood that Holm and the 
| ‘Boy Mects Giri’ authors could not 
agree on procedure. Understood the 
| pley has third act trouble. 


pleyers, came over from London t¢ 
mppecr in ‘Tour Cents,’ first 
Iolm hes w 
}On a Horse.’ 


over for mus.cals and the two snows | 


players are engaged for Coast en- | 


ACTRESS, SUICIDES 


Romney Brent, one of the featured 


play | 
jiten since “Three Men | 





Kaufman-Hart Cleared 
Of Plagiarism Charge 


| Complaint brought by Virginia 
Gordon against George S. Kaufman 
end Moss Hart, authors of ‘You 








| Can't Take It With You,’ alleging in- | 


fringement of her copyrighted play. 
‘Rash Moments,’ was dismissed last 


| Judge John C. Knox. 

Knox declared, ‘From my perusal 
lof the script of the plaintiff's copy- 
|righted play and that of ‘You Can't 
Take It With You’ and after givinz 
consideration to the analyses of both 
works, which have been sunplied by 
counsel, I am entirely satisfied that 
‘he defendant has not infringed uvon 
onything contained in ‘Rash Mo- 
ments.” Absence of copying is so 
obvious that 1 do not find an argu- 
ment in support of my conclusions 
to be necessary.’ 
| Complaint was dismissed with 
court costs and an award to counsel! 
for the defendant in the sum of $500, 
Howard E. Reinheimer was attorney 


| for Kaufman and Hart. 


Can’t Scram Navy To 
' See Own Show Preem, 
Composer-Gob Burning 








Cleveland, Nov. 16. 

| Sea ballads at. the present mo- 
ment are sounding just like funeral 
| dirges to Bradford Greene, although 
he’s a song composer. Outlook was 
so tough seven months ago on Tin 
Pan Alley that he signed for six 
years in the U. S. Navy to be sure 
of coffee-and. 

A month after he joined, Alice 
Alexander, 23-year-old legit pro- 
| ducer, bought his musical score for 
new comedy tagged ‘Right This 
Way.’ More salt was rubbed in dur- 
ing its break-in last week at the 
Hanna when the cricks raved about 
his songs and plugged him as a 
comer. Also had them boosted on 
a NBC red network broadcast. 

Now young Greene is burning be- 
cause the breaks are coming and 
he can't take them. Naval officials 
turned thumbs down emphatically 
when he put in application for a 
permanent discharge. Producer and 
friends are pulling wires, even writ- 
ing to President Roosevelt, but sans 
results so far. Tune-writer got a 
90-day leave to see the preem and, 
since extension of time was re- 
fused, must report to his ship Nov. 
23 without seeing Broadway open- 
ing, if and when. 


‘PORGY AND BESS’ 
COAST REVIVAL 


‘Porgy and Bess,’ the operatic form 
given the colored cast drama ‘Porgy’ 
by the late George Gershwin, will 
reach the boards again. Rights have 
been purchased by Merle Armitage 
Coast concert impresario, who has 
dated the start of the presentation 
for early in February at the Phil- 
harmonic, Los Angeles. Attraction 
is also slated for San Francisco, 

‘Bess’ was presented at the Alvin. 
N. Y., in the fall of 1935 by the 
Theatre Guild. It attracted much 
attention, but after a moderate run 
ended in the red. Show, however, i: 
fizured as a novelty for Coast music 
lovers. Original cast is to bg, en- 
raced by Armitage, on the Ae 
standing that all players are avail- 
able. Production will be built in L. A. 




















‘Rat’ Authors to N. Y. 
Fred Finkelhoffe and John Monke, 
Jr.. having wound up their pic 
| scripting assignment on the Coast, 
| will both be back in New York this 
| week. Former, after a stopoff in 
| Chicago to see the No, 2 company 
| of ‘Brother Rat,’ arrived back late 
| last week. Latter paused in New 





Orleans, Chicago and Cincinnati to 
sce both the No. 2 and No. 3 troupes 
of the comedy. He will arrive late 


this week. 

| Authors, who coliabed on ‘Rat,’ 
| haven't indicated what, if any, plans 
they have for more legit scripts. 
| Figured George Abbott, who pro- 
cuced and staged ‘Rat,’ would get 
first creck at anything the pair get 


jaround to writing, however. 


Six Agencies Kapped for Not 
Stamping Tickets; More Worries 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| Saturday (13) by U. S. District Court | 
| 


a 


Six New York ticket agencies 
which admitted not stamping tickets 
Terms at premium as required by the 
| admissions tax law were fined by 
| Judge John C. Knox in the Federal 
court Monday (15). Levies were 
| not the $100 limit provided by 





the 
Court ordered the brokers to 
that is, 


law. 


pay $50 on each count; 
| ticket placed in evidence. 

Counsel for the egencies stated 

there had been no intent to defraud 
and that the sales price of the tick- 
ets was entered on the books and the 
tax paid, Law, however, provides for 
stamping the name of the agency 
|}and marking in the sales pric Be- 
| cause of returned tickets and inter- 
i|changes between agencies, t’ n"Oo- 
vision is claimed to be virtually im- 
| possible of compliance, the b 
claim. 

In some instances, they also stated, 
merchants who buy tickets for buy- 
e“s have erased the data stamped on 
| the reverse side. Recently theatres 


per 





rokers 


were ordered to use tickets carrying 

at locations on both ends, so that 
;the agencies can be checked. The- 
jatres keep all tickets for three 


months, in case of an inspection. 
Non-stamping matter is an addi- 
tional worry to most brokers. against 
whom there are heavy assessments 
plus penalties for tax monies which 





the government claims. But the 
stamping thing is a burn-up for 


them. Assessments were figured on 
the basis of three months’ business 
where records were not complete. In 
some instances there was no indica- 
tion of irregularities, but &4n assess- 
ment was made anyhow. 

Efforts to eliminate the pyramided 
tax on tickets sold at a premium and 
some means at arriving at a settle- 
ment of the assessments are progres- 
ising. Agencies fined included: Jacobs 
Ticket Office, $250; Newman's, $200; 
Park, $200; Acme, $200; Beckhardt's, 
$100; Supreme, $100. There are 16 
other agency cases awaiting dispo- 
sition, including some that were ad- 
judged as having evaded the law by 
juries. No fines were meted out to 
agency clerks who admitted no 
stamping. 


Prof. Maude Adams 
Celebrates Her 65th 
Birthday Quietly 


St. Louis, Nov, 16. 

Miss Maude Adams celebrated her 
65th birthday Thursday (11) by in- 
dulging in her daily stint of 14 nours 
of work as Professor of Drama at 
Stephens College, a girls’ school, et 
Columbia, Mo. The only other con- 
cession the celebrated ‘Peter Pan’ of 
the American stage made on the 
momentous occasion was accepting 
an invitation to breakfast at the 
home of James M. Wood, president 
of the college, 

Miss Adams, who emerged from 
17 vers of retirement several weeks 
ago to head the dramatic deopart- 
ment of Stephens College, arose at 
5 a.m., made her own coffee and 
plunged into her work that saw the 
start of rehearsals cf four casts of 
125 girls for Rostand’s ‘Chanticleer,’ 
which is to be the first play pre- 
sented at the college. At 8 a.m. she 
accepted President Wood's invita- 
tion to breakfast and then continued 
her work. 

While Miss Adams’ contract was 
for two months’ duration Wood 
hopes she will remain at the school 
for an indefinite period. 











Sablon, Zorina For 
Rodgers-Hart ‘Angel’ 








Jesn Sablon, imported NBC tenor, 
| is being considered by authors Rich- 
ard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart for a 
part in their proposed ‘I Marr'cd en 
Angel.’ Vivienne Siegel, as come- 
cienne; Don Ackerman, west coast 
dancer; George Balanchine, bo}letist, 
end Zorina, lead in Goldwyn’s ‘Fol- 
| lies,’ are already set, 
| Authors are sailing for Eurepe on 
| different boats and will mect there 
|t9 work on materials. return'r? here 
|}cround Xmas week. Show wl nrob- 


lebly go on around the first of the 
veor and give them three ‘Teals 
let the come time. inclucine ‘bes 


jin Arms’ and ‘I'd Rather Re Right.’ 
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Plays on Broadway 


JULIUS CAESAR 


Revival of Shakes tragedy, pre 
nted without intermission by the Mer “ury 


eure 3 


Thoatre at the Mercury theatre, N. Y., Noy, 
11. 87, at $2.20 top ($2.74 opening). Staged 
by Orson Welles, music by Mare Blitzstein, 
s ing by Samuel Leve. 
Jclius Caesar ...ec-ese- ...Joseph Holland 
M-reus Antonias.......+-- George Coulourts 
Publius ihe Seek rece es Coe Or Joseph Cutten 
Murceus Brutus ...sseseseess Orson Welles 
ts UB oo ecw cecceceeseress Martin Gabet 
bo SSa o 6 Gad dd we'd 06 SHOES Hiram Sherman 
TrenvomiUsS .cccccceascsececs john A. Willard 
Lizarius nts eepegenss® Grover burgess 
Decius Lruti lelin He ract 
M llus re in Schn | 
( . Borer tk red { 
I WM gcni s oeasecged William Mow 
M il stare William All 
At *MNILGOTUS ...cceedees G Dut 
Cinna 2 | Sic ccen be , Norman t.& { 
Lucia Arthur Anderson 

slpurni i o Ca = ‘velyn Al 

: t RBrutu Muriel Brasslet 

Mercury Theatre’s first venture Is 
certain to cause talk. Bard’s script 
has been boiled into a 90-minute 


production, sans intermission, in 
political suggestions. Wall of the the- 
atre is used as background with} 
spotlights advantageously combined | 
with what has come to be known 
as the Federal Theatre technique. | 
That shouldn’t surprise anyone, as| 


the Mercury’s leading lights, John 
Houseman and Orson Welles, are 
alumni of the WPA. 


Boys have turned out an effective | 
production and have done a fine| 
piece of editing, staging and direct- | 
ing. There are many brilliant mo-| 
ments and some fine acting in the] 
show. Probably nobody’s going to} 
mind such inconsistencies as people | 
getting up in the middle of the} 
night fully dressed or in evening | 
clothes. Those are only minor points | 
to consider in anything as incon-|} 
sistent as any Shakespeare in mod-| 
ern dress. 

Play opens dramatically to Marc} 
Blitzstein’s score and with Fascist | 
salutes for Caesar by the actors. | 
Oftstage prop cheers from the crowd 
when Caesar refuses the crown 
aren’t too convincing. Also the scene 
in which Caesar is assassinated isn’t 
played up enough. Conspirators are 
portrayed as modern racketeers and 
give the turned-up collar and hand- 
in-the-pocket-on-the-trigger effect. 
This is stretching even the modern 
version a bit as they don’t use guns 
but stick to the older fashioned 


‘| joud during the first two acts. 


| be England’s prime minister. 
|of what transpires in the play may | 
modern dress and with contemporary | 


| countable 


| the 


| Miss Stewart makes Mrs. 


| Royle 


consfield will probably be of limited 
appeal here. 
Play is well mounted, the cast Is 





lfor cert: 
| batable. 
; appearance is more interesting than 
| tae play itself. Derrick de Marney 
cnacts Disraeli and Sophie Stewart 


| plays the widow of Wyndham Lewis, | 
the per- | 


| their romance climaxing 
formance, 
| Perhaps the fault of the play is 
the fact that it is monologistic. 
‘Dizzy,’ Benjamin Disraeli is 
called, talks too much and gas 
4@Ss 
in the final act, when the play 
more effective. It is there that 
Mrs. Lewis defends her plan to wed 


as 


SO 


i b 


the younger Disraeli. ; 
Biographic bit treats of Disraeli 
from the time he decides to enter | 


Parliament, | 


politics until he enters 
there to be recognized as a comer. | 
| As early as that he declares he will | 
Most | 


be enlightening to the average play- | 
goer, because the American stage | 
knows Disraeli principally at the 
height of his career, as portrayed by 
George Arliss in ‘Disraeli.’ That was | 
more than a generation ago, but the | 
picture version in 1929 gave a simi- 
lar first portraiture. 

Fact that ‘Dizzy’ was a Jew is ac- 
for his several defeats 
when attempting to be elected to 
Parliament and his offstage c.°)-| 
nents are identified as being led by | 
O'Connell. Play indicates that | 
young Disraeli was bent on amours 
and one scene with his married mis- | 
tress is illuminating. Yet he seems 
more consumed with political ambi- | 
tions than romantic affairs. At the | 
end he expresses a yearning to end | 
his bachelorhood, successfully plead- | 
ing with Mrs. Lewis to marry him 
and establish a home. 

De ‘Marney gives a 


| 


sterling per- 


| formance of ‘Dizzy’ from the age of 


his 33. | 
Lewis a | 
sweet and wholesome woman, but 
despite the standout performances | 
the play does not impress as having | 
enough dramatic strength. Selena | 
makes Henrietta, the mis- 

alluring in one scene. Lora | 
Baxter makes a good Sarah, Dis- 
raeli’s sister, and there are several 
other well played parts, including 
Ben Webster’s Isaac Disraeli. Ibee. ; 


majority - until he reaches 


a A 
i TOSS, 





cutlery in giving Caesar the busi- 
ness. 


holds intense interest throughout. 
George Colouris gives an interpreta- 


tion of Marc Antony which is tops. | 
Norman Lloyd’s scene, in which as} pyyauson Nov. 1%, 
Cinna, the poet, he is attacked by} 
a Roman mob, is a piece of fine the- | 


atre and excellent acting. Substan- 
tially built Martin Gabel makes a 
well-fed looking Cassius, who gives 
a good performance in the role. Able 
portrayal as Caesar is given by Jo- 
seph Holland, who is 
given a statuesque appearance, via 
the lighting, to make him suggest 
Mussolini. Evelyn Allen as Calpur- 
nia and Muriel Brassler as Portia 
do well with their small roles. 

Orson Welles gives a performance 
as Brutus which is marked by ex- 
cellent reading of his lines and fine 
diction. Rendition, nevertheless, 
seems weightier than necessary, even 
for the tragic role. Makeup gives 
him too youthful an appearance, 
which isn’t helped by the Wall street 
broker’s collar worn in the opening 
scenes. Credit, however, for staging 
this unusual and vital version of 
‘Caesar’ goes to him, One of its 
most notable achievements is the 
diction, which is so clear that the 
familiar lines become highly effec- 
tive. 

‘Caesar’ has always been a sedi- 
tious play which, curiously enough, 
is given to schoolboys who discuss 
whether political assassination is 
justified. Lots of them will prob- 
ably be sent to this one, which won’t 
hurt the b.o. Novelty of this pro- 
duction ought to arouse considerable 
interest and provide a_ substantial 
draw. Mercury boys are off to a 
good start and the low nut of the 

roduction, plus the same permanent 

terest in well-produced Shakes- 

are, which attracted audiences for 

aurice Evans, ought to keep the 
modern ‘Caesar’ around for quite a 
while. 


Young Mr. Disraeli 


Drama in three acts (five scenes) pre- 
gsenied at the Fulton, Nov. 10, ‘37, by 
Ai x Yokel; written by Elswyth Thane 


(Mrs. William Beebe); staged by Margaret 
Welster; sets, David Ffolkes. Derrick de 
Marney and Sophie Stewart featured. $3.30 


top. ($5.50 opening.) 

Isaac Disraeli.....cccceeee---Ben Webster 
Maria VP sraeld....ccccccccces Molly Pearson 
Sarah Ditraeli.....cccvcscesss Lora Baxter 
Benjamin Disraeli.......Derrick de Marney 
Gn cduseeses 16006562 coccese Donald Arbury 


Henrietta... eccece elena toyle 






M Wyrdham Lewis.......Sophie Stewart 
TEMG. « 0040 040600000066006 00686seshNce John 
Wyndham Lewis....-ccccceee.. Edgar Kent 
Edvard Bulwer...ccccceeeesHarry Redding 
Caroline Norton, . Lenore Sorshy 
Rosina Balwer...cccccess Frances Amherst 


London first saw ‘Young Mr. Dis- | 


raeli’ and doubtless the play was 
more appealing there, since the hero 
was one of England’s greatest states- 
men. But this historical slice of the 
young man who was to be Lord Bea- 


| formances; printed for the record.) 


Show moves along at a pace which | 


frequently 


(Taken off Saturday after five per- 


TOO MANY HEROES 






Melodrama in two acts Prevented at the | 
"37, by Carly Wharton; | 

written by Dore Schary; staged by Garson | 
Kania; James Hell, Shirley Booth and El! | 
speth Eric featured; $3.30 top. | 
ye erie Leslie Bingham | 
Nove Witaaes. .scciccceccass Elspeth Erie | 
Mr. Halsey... ccccccccttcces: Francis Pierlot | 
SOD. WHERRING ss 6c cacceves verrre James Bell 
Harry Haley... ccccccccccces Richard Keene | 
Danny Parker......ee. eeeceees Jean Barrere 
1 Tommy Potter. ...-csccoccses Thomas Fisher 
| WE Uns 5 4 beh 60 cee db bbbet eho tens Paul Ashley 
| COSMTOVE. .ccccccsccces Ceccese James Backus 
} Hartmar ...cccccccecsecs Lawrence Forsythe 
RMMREE . . 5.0645 010s 0.006oesnecesseceeul Jack Lee 
RAMEE... cecsccsccces eeeverss Randolph Wade 
Burton. ..icsceceses +eeeeCharles McClelland 
Mr. BEGMMMGM cw ccccocccccces: Clyde Franklin 
Andrews...... erccesccecsconcse ROX Williams 
Miret. Deputy .cccceccvec YT iT Marion Willis 
Sheriff Bailey..... seseecees JOM Ph Sweeney 
Second Deputy. -John Huntington 
Stevenson........ . ... Anthony Ross 
John Nolan... .csess Ceeecccscecs Lew Kckels 
Third Deputy...... eoes+- Herschel Cropper 
VWeerth Deputy .occosrcoccsvs Royal C. Stout 
Carrie Nolam......e. eoeessss- Shirley Booth 
POC 5 sew ecacéobt sessece Ernest Woodward 
Cat, : BEBIOE 5 c.cctec ce Cceesed oor Robert Reed 
PORTO OW «6c ce ccsescave eeceeees Bjorn Koetoed 


Plays with the atmosphere of lynch 
law have been presented on the 
stage before without much success. 
‘Too Many Heroes’ seems a better 
presentation than its predecessors, 
but is also doubtful of landing. 

Yet this melodrama, one of the 
grimmest in years, is a real job in 
casting, direction and presentation, 
drab as it is. Regardless of that 
it is probably the average auditor 
will leave the theatre with a feeling 
of enervation. 

There are no less than three mob 
scenes, which Garson Kanin staged 
with effectiveness. Audiences may 
not be terrified, but in essence ‘He- 
roes’ is a horror play. Perhaps the 
whole story is too drab, and certainly 
most of its characters are, for incit- 
ing to riot is anything but pleasant, 


no matter how convincingly it is 
enacted. ° 
In a small town two men on a 





spree kidnap the daughter of the 
| wealthy mill owner, and her body is 
| found in a swamp after she had been 
{maltreated and raped. Foreman of 
| the mill rallies the hands, and they 
march to the jail to do the culprits 
to death. Inciting speech is brutally 
clinching, and the killers are hauled 
from the flimsy cell and strung up. 

There is one worker, Job Williams. 
who did not want to participate. He 
|is happily married to Nora, and on 
the night of the lynching was to cele- 
brate their wedding anniversary. He 
advocates orderly procedure, that the 
law should take its course. But once 
fired by the speech of the foreman, 
jhe becomes one of the most vicious 
xf the mob. 

From then on it is woe and trouble 
for Willoms. He believes he mur- 
dered one of the girl’s killers with 
an iron bar and that the man was 
dead before he was hung. Remorse 





| good and so is the direction, except | 
1in instructions which are de- | 
Leads are English and their | 


|argument with the foreman, 


| start. 


tumes by ‘Jo Mielziner. Music by Virgil 
Thomson. At Mansfield thenire, New York, 
| opening Nov. 10, 1937. $5.30 top ($4.40 


| Sextus Pompeius.... 





BOUOD. cs oscccdvvescecseossecuns Wilfrid Seagram 
Scarus... -.-Frederic Voight 
| Dercetamd. .cccccccscccccescess: Richard Ross 
Demetrius.......- eocececece Charles Bowden 
PUNO. 6 0cntvesecenesbebeaesces Henry Adrian 
TRIVSUS.. ccsccvcsvese eccese-..- Stephen Fox 
eee rr Ralph Chambers 
A . Seo eee Henry Saunders 
PPOOWIU sc oc eedcecadsceusssies Wilton Graf 
PRORER ss sve nsec cnecesioseieesscd John Parrish 
Canidius....<. pubes oE6e ueS George V. Dill 
BDICHOS. 630 cccecosoeceesces William Barwald 
MIATGION. sicccccesceceres Robert Williamson 
SIUGMDGOD, 6 a0 0662 0460406008 0% red Hanschi 
MGCSBONBE?. . cc ccccscccess Lawrence Fletcher 
CEOPAUER...cecccesecssese Tallulah Bankhead 
CPPOMVER 6 Ss ic cteccteeeeeees tegina Wallace 
Charmian....... eTTrerTr ss ania Marinoff 
BEAD. wccccce eccccecsececees-(scorgia Harvey 
BPAROOP. < occcccecces eecsees Kamila Staneska 
Musician ......e:. Soedevecios Sidney Halpern 
MUSICIAN. 2. cccesccoe ened <eFn Arnold Sattler 
EIN a 4 4 556-6946. 6ps 6 04.040 500 Cd Alfred Ross 
Lady of the Court...... Virginia Spottswood 
Peer Derby Dale 
2 Sarr are Barbara Ellis 
Cup Bearer aleska Von Momerty 
nt TEE ETE eo vebeds Mary Shannon 
BIMVO. cccceccccccesectscess Mintgm Cousens 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Between the Devil’ (revised). 
Shuberts. 

‘Of Mice and Men, Sam H. 
Harris. 

‘Siege,’ Norman Bel Geddes. 

‘To Be Continued,’ Green and 
Fero. 

‘Work Is For Horses,’ Brown 
and Grisman. 


— 


Plays Out of Town 





THREE WALTZES 


Boston, Nov. 13. 

Operetta in three acts (18 seenes), pre- 
sented by Messrs, Shubert at Boston Opera 
House, Nov. 13, ‘37. American adaptation 
by Clare Kummer. Music by Johann 
Strauss, Johann Strauss, Jr., Oscar Straus, 
Production, direction and lighting by Has- 
sard Short. Settings by Watson Barratt. 
Starring Margaret Bannerman and Michael 
Bartlett. Costumes designed by Connie de 
Pinna. 

Supporting cast: Glenn Anders, Ann An-« 
drews, Louis Sorin, John Barker, Margue- 
rite Sylva, Ralph Magelssen, Harry Mest- 
ayer, Victor Morley, Charlie Arnt, George 





‘¥r. Obedient Husband,’ 
March and Cromwell. 

‘Something For Nothing,’ 
Stuart Drake. 

‘Brewn Sugar,’ George Ab- 
bott. | 

‘The Shoemaker’s Holiday, 


Mercury theatre. 











over the deed leads him to confess to | 
the sheriff, but to no end. That of-| 
ficial had received instructions from } 
a representative of the governor, | 
who had issued a statement to the| 
press condoning the lynching. One|! 
state official did just that a year or 
so ago, and that may be the basis for | 
the play. 

Job Williams is determined to} 
atone in some way, and tries to make 
it easy for the widow of the man he 
bludgeoned. He is criticized. Men | 
in the shop complain, and, “> an | 

ne is | 
fired. His wife sides with the others, | 
who accuse him of having an affair | 
with the widow. 

Job finally tells the widow why | 
he is aiding her, but she says he has 
been kinder than the husband had 
been all their married life. Again 
the mob comes, this time to Job’s 
home, and he is shot in a scuffle try- 
ing to protect the widow and send 
her out of town. 

It is the first production by Mrs. 
Carly Wharton, and is a promising 
James Bell as the unfortunate 
Job, Elspeth Eric as his wife and 
Shirley Booth as the widow are 
featured, and stand out. There are 
other good performances by Richard | 
Teene, Clyde Franklin, Joseph 
Sweeney, Rex Williams, Lew Eckels 
and Francis Pierlot. Ibee. 


Antony and Cleopatra 


Laurence 


Rivers, Inc., presentation of 
William Shakespeare's play (‘adapted by 
William Strunk, Jr.), starring Tallulah 
Bankhead, featuring Conway ‘Tearle. Di- 


rected by Reginal Bach. Settings and cos- 


opening.) 
Mark Antony, Triumvir...... 
Octavius Caesar, Triunfvir... 
M. Aemilius Lepidus, Triumvir.......... 
FE. Malcolm Dunn 
..-..+-Averell Harris 
Thomas Chalmers 


Conway Tearle 
-John Emery 


Domitius 





| American 








Baxter, Marcella Swanson, Marion Pierce, 
Rosie Moran, Gertrude Mudge, Len Mence, 
Alfred Kappler, Earl McDonald, Wheeler 
Dryden, Ruth Hammond, William New- 
gord, Ralph Bunker, Evelyn Fred 
Sherman, Adele Rich, Men of Manhattan 
Octette, ballet and ‘Can-Can’ girls 


Case, 


Brought over from Paris for its 
debut here tonight, 
‘Waltzes’ danced on and on through 
the night and died on its feet long 
before the music ended at 12:15 Sun- 
day morning. Margaret Bannerman 
and Michael Bartlett sang a number 
of pleasing songs and emerged suc- 
cessful above their dull, doddering, 








boggy book. 
In the hands of Hassard Short the | 


| piece is mounted lavishly with the | 


expert help of Watson Barratt on 
scenery and Connie de Pinna on cos- 
tumes, 

Middle-aged carriage trade will 
probably enjoy this romance of three | 
generations of lovers, starting in Vi- 
enna in 1865, easing through Paris of 
1900 and crashing to a finish in a 
London motion picture studio of 
1937. First two generations of lovers | 
are split tragically, and the grand- | 
children of the original lovers finally | 
click. 

There was no spontaneous ap- 
plause from the cash customers until 
well into the second act when Bart- 
lett sang ‘The Only One’ (to a man). 
Other outstanding tunes are ‘Spring- 
time’ and ‘Our Last Waltz Together.’ 
Can-can chorus number following 
soon after this livened things up a” 
bit, and a dramatic scene between 
Ann Andrews and Bartlett closed the 
second act with an exciting note. 


As for humor, there isn’t a laugh 
in the whole show until a picture 
producer, with a hebe dialect (Louis 
Sorin), starts tearing his hair over 
the slow pace of his production crew. 
Little late to save the show, then 
11:45, and a group of colorful mixed 
ballets in the finale are simply beau- 
tiful anti-climaxes. 


Miss Bannerman and Barrtlett are 
convincing in love _ scenes, sing 
superbly together and register well 
in their solos. Glen Anders. Mar- 
guerite Sylva, Charles Arnt, Marion 
Pierce, George Baxter, and Ruth 
Hammond are others who stand out 
in a ‘cast of 100.’ 


‘Waltz’ will do no marathon if it 
ever hits Broadway. Fox. 


} 


MERELY MURDER 


Baltimore, Nov. 15. 
Comedy mystery in three acts, adapted 








Tallulah Bankhead is glamorous 
and magnetic in her scenes, but 
otherwise this Shakespearean revival 
is long, windy and dull. It contains 
the usual number of line-swallowing, 
scenery-chewing and _ toga-wearing 
strikers of heroic poses. By reason 
of a handsome production, its cur- 
tain-risings win spontaneous ap- 
plause. But the sets tend to outshine 
the actors. And that’s never a happy 
omen for the box office. 

As Cleopatra, the star has a chance 
to gesticulate like a museum mural 
and wear Egyptian costumes worthy 
of a Walter Wanger musical revue 
in the cinema. She is electric, with 
brilliant costuming, clever make-up, 
and a bushel basketful of footlight- 
isms. In particular, her scene at the 
close of the first act is theatrically 
slick as she romps from one quick 
| change of mood into another. 
| But Shakespeare didn’t write his 
| little play for Miss Bankhead. And 
| that’s what’s wrong. She's offstage 
|more than on. And the interludes 
get awful gabby. It is not a play of 
very great suspense or tension. Some 
of the fragments are better than 
| others, as some of the actors (notably 
| Averell Harris as Pompeius) are bet- 
ter able to make their lines sound 
\like the English language instead of 
lan opera libretto. 

Conway Tearle is an unsatisfactory 
| Antony. He’s routine -t best. and 
from start to finish «° the verform- 
ance tosses eve-y °°‘: word com- 
| pletely away. 

| Among the many men, Romans or 
Egyptians, a few stand out, not be- 
| cause of any fine acting, but because 
| the first perquisite of good acting— 
| diction—is theirs. Lawrence Fletch- 








by A. E. Thomas from novel by Georgette 
Heyer; presented by Laurence Rivers, Inc.: 
staged by Miriam Doyle; setting by Watson 


Barratt; at Ford’s, Baltimore, Nov. 15, 
"37. 2.20 top. 

Rudolph Mesurier......... Stiano Braggiotti 
Kenneth Vereker....Douglass Montgomery 
Violet Williams..........Muriel Hutchison 
DD DUO. 5 kt dae tue cakes Betty Jenckes 
Murgatroyd....... -..-Jessamine Newcombe 


Tony (Antonia) Vereker....Claudia Morgan 


Inspector Hannaside...... Edward Fielding 
Giles Carrington. ......... George Macready 
Harry Chippendale........... Rex O'Malley 


Sergeant Armstrong......Charles Campbell 





‘Merely Murder’ is another at- 
tempt to give Broadway the murder 
mystery it is supposed to be waiting 
for. As presented here, it falls far 
short of fulfillraent. Overly conver- 
sational, with insufficient movement 
and a generally painful and strained 
attempt at sophistication of dialogue 
and characterization, this play 
emerges as just another whodunit, 
using the same old tricks in the 
same old way, with only a thin coat- 
ing of phoney dog as an ineffective 
disguise. 

Kenneth Vereker is a struggling 
young artist of eccentric and ultra- 
modern makeup, living with his sis- 
ter Tony, an equally unconventional 
modern. Both are in the throes of 
impossible affairs of the heart. 
There’s a fortune in store for Ken- 
neth, when his nasty step-brother is 
found mysteriously murdered. Un- 
fortunately, another  step-brother, 
supposedly dead, suddenly shows up 
to complicate matters. The finger of 
suspicion is pointed all around, Scot- 
land Yard enters into the picture, 
and, in spite of a lot of attempted 
smart talk, the murderer turns out 
to_be the person least suspected. 

There are some original moments, 
but they are rare and far between. 
Boiled down, it’s still an old-time 
mystifier with only clutching hands, 
terrifying screams and suspicious 
jewels missing. One slightly differ- 
ent twist is that everybody agrees 
the dead man should have been 
rubbed out and that nobody present 
would have minded doing the trick. 

Cast and direction is uniformly 
good. Douglass Montgomery as 





|}er as the bearer of the news from 
|Rome sounds all his syllables, 
_— does the blu™ bevrty «jer 


of 
(Continued on page 66) 


\ Py . 
So, | spective assignments. 


Kenneth, and Claudia Morgan as his 





sister, labor rather well in their re- 

; | Rex O'Malley, | 
in a potentially funny and original | 
role, has his moments, but is on too | 


long. Some day he is going to find 
the right part and do okay for him- 
self. Of the rest of the cast, Muriel 
Hutchison is highly decorative; Jes- 
samine Newcombe, effective; Stiano 
Braggiotti, Edward Fielding and 
George Macready, competent. 
‘Merely Murder,’ as now construct- 
ed, will need a man-sized job of re- 
write to make the Broadway grade. 
Some other thriller will have to fill 
that niche. Burm. 


| THE HOUSEMASTER 


New Haven, Nov. 11. 
Comedy in three acts (five scenes), by 
Ian Hay, presented by Milton Shubert, in 
association with Ruth Selwyn, at the Shu- 


hert theatre, New Haven, Novy. 11, °37, 
52.20 =top. Features Frederick Leister, 
Peggy Simpson, Phoebe Foster, Aubrey 
Mather. Staged by Frederick Leister, set- 
tings by Watson Barratt. 

Charles Donkin......... Frederick Leister 
‘Bimbo’ Faringdon....Lester Lonergan, Jr. 
Victor Beamish........... ....Giavin Muir 
Frank Hastings............. Aubrey Mather 
Blen.... cece ccecccceees Sally Fitzpatrick 
gg i yr Phoebe Foster 
‘Button’ Faringdon......... Peggy Simpson 
CY .ab hata de wise. webewd Josephine Brown 
Rosemary Faringdon............ Susan Fox 
Certs POTIMMGOR. . 6c ccccccces Jane Sterling 


Philip de Pourville...Stephen 


Ker-Appleby 
Flossie Nightingale 


Arthur Gould Porter 


Rev. Edmund Ovington....... Philip Tonge 
Sir Berkeley Nightingale..Frances Compton 
MOVONE 6.064 6eecbbeeeesece William Packer 
| "BD 6 a6 00.4 6.0600) 9b0 6s 68-6446 Gary McCvuily 
‘Old Crump 


ceeece Bertram Tanswell 

American premiere of ‘Housemas- 
ter’ again brings up the subject: ‘Is 
the British appetite for drama more 
easily appeased than the American?’ 
Play is still running in London, with 
more than 400 performances to its 
credit. Against the current Broad- 
way field, indications are for only a 
moderate success. New York play- 
goers, accustomed to sinking their 
teeth into stage fare of heavier sub- 
stance, will find in ‘Housemaster’ 
tasty bit of dessert—nothing more. 

There’s nothing radically wrong 
with the play, in fact it’s given a 
commendable production, but despite 
this, it still adds up to take-it-or- 
leave it diversion. Play might be 
built into a fair film, although theme 
has a distinct ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
flavor which might crimp its picture 
possibilities, Piece is nicely writ- 
ten, dialog contains an occasional 
epigrammatic gem and is generally 
easy on the ear. Fact that it was 
labeled a ‘sissy’ play by some first- 
nighters (probably due to the typi- 
cal English gentlemen’s school at- 
mosphere) may be a tipoff to gen- 
eral American reception. 


Plot is mainly a character study of 
a British boys school housemaster, 
Charles Donkin, who dispenses flog- 
gings or fatherly advice on romantic 
affairs, according to the case at hand. 
Donkin possesses a keen insight into 
the workings of a boy’s mind, a char- 
acteristic not duplicated in the 
makeup of Rev. Ovington, unpopu- 
lar headmaster of the school. Two 
men disagree on school policies, 
eens strained relations between 

em, 


_ In earlier years Donkin has passed 
up a romance with Angela, his 
youthful sweetheart, and the girl 
later married a Bohemian type 
named Faringdon, who became the 
father of her three daughters. An- 
gela subsequently died and left the 
girls in care of her sister, Barbara 
Fane. Upringing of the trio has pre- 
vented realization of Barbara’s own 
marriage to Frank Hastings, Don- 
kin’s colleague at the school. That’s 
how matters stood for 14 years till 
the kids grew up and Barbara lands 
them all with Donkin and Hastings 
for an indefinite stay. 


Girls disrupt the routine of the 
school and cause a near mutiny 
which brings about Donkin’s resigna- 
tion. But a friendly member of the 
board of governors pulls strings, has 
the antagonistic headmaster shifted 
to other quarters and presents the 
job to Donkin. Father of the girls re- 
marries and takes them home again, 
leaving Barbara free to marry Hast- 
ings. In a minor romance Rosemary, 
one of the daughters, becomes en- 
gaged to Philip, music teacher at the 
school, which just about makes the 
fairy tale ending a perfect score. 

Action is well susiained through- 
out the three acts. Direction by 
Frederick Leister keeps things roll- 
ing. Leister doubles in the lead, a 
role he created in the London pro- 
duction, and his work is consistently 
good. Aubrey Mather does well by 
a subdued comedy part, and Phoebe 
Foster fits as the matronly Barbara. 
Gavin Muir hops in from pix for an 
unsympathetic fellow-housemaster 
role which he handles efficiently. 


There’s Some very capable work 
by a group of youngsters in this 
play. As the three daughters, Peggy 
Simpson, Susan Fox and Jane Ster- 
ling are an attractive trio. Viva- 
cious, without being too precocious, 
they present a nice physical picture 
as well as acting ability. Arthur 
Gould Porter and Lester Lonergan, 
Jr., also contribute good adolescent 
roles. Casting of balance of troupe 
is better than adequate. 

Play is done in two sets, the 
housemaster’s study being in excel- 
lent taste. Authenticity is given the 


a 


production as a whole, probably due 
to the fact that author Ian Hay at 
one time served as a housemaste! 
Bone. 


himself. 
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Chi Cheerful: ‘Daughter’ $16,500, 





‘Women’ $16,000, Cant Take’ $12,000 





Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Legit grosses here climbed slightly 
last week in nearly all quarters. 
Lead by the ocmparative newcomer, 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ the list 
chalked up some nice figures. No 
particular reason seen, particularly 
since the pic grosses eased off some- 
what, ; 

Not much more excitement is ex- 
pected for the loop until after Christ- 
mas. Coming in then will be ‘Vic- 
toria Regina’ for the Erlanger, fol- 
lowing the current ‘The Women,’ 
However, there is a possibility that 
‘Doll’s House’ will come into the 


Grand immediately after the current} 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (13th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). 
still turning 
$10,500. 


in steady profit 


‘The Women,’ Erlanger (9th wou | 


} 
| 


(1,300; $2.75). Announcing as leaving 
on Nov. 27. Has been:a real money- 
maker here despite scraggly news- 
paper reports. Femmes jammed in, 
however. Last week up a bit to 
$16,000. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Grand 
(3rd week) (1,300; $2.75). Figuring 
on a four-weeker here. Has 
from subscription sources. To $16,500 
last week, good. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You, 
Harris (41st week) (1,000; $2.75). Just 
rolis along, with not a worry in the 
world, $12,000. 

WPA 


‘Monesh,’ Great Northern. Closed 


Saturday (13) after-good seven-week | 


stay. 
‘The Straw,’ 
word-of-mouth. 


Richard II’ Sour 136, 
Pitt; Evans ‘Unknown’ 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 16. 

Biggest disappointment of legit 
season so far was showing of Maurice 
Evans’ ‘Richard II’ at Nixon last 
week. Figured to be a smash on the 
strength of Broadway acclaim for a 
year, the attraction opened to a slim 
advance sale and never got started 
except at two mats, winding up 
weakly at $13,000, plenty in the red. 

Cricks raved recklessly, even 
gureling more ecstatically than their 

roadway colleagues, but made little 
difference. To the public he was 
still an unknown quantity. 

‘Stage Door’ with Joan Bennett is 
current and away to only a fair 
start. Following ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
with Helen Hayes, the Nixon gets a 
couple of musicals, first of season, in 
“Hooray for What!’ and ‘Between the 
Devil,’ with a possibility of “Wine of 
Choice’ Dec. 13, bringing the house 
up to Xmas week, which will more 
than likely be dark. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Richard II,’ Nixon (2,100; $3.30). 
Several grand below expectations, 
finishing up plenty behind at $13,000. 
Bankhead’s leopatra’. recently 
soured town on Shakespeare for a 
while and stiffest top of season so 
far, $3.30, figured a little too high 
for a star who’s not yet very well 
established on the road. 


Blackstone. Strong 











Helen Hayes Wow Again; 
$19,600 in 6 Times, Buff. 


Buffalo, Nov. 16. 
Helen Hayes, playing ‘Victoria 
Regina’ four nights and two matinees 
here last week, grossed $19,600. 
Figure represents, standing room 
for four shows and practical sellout 
for the balance. 





‘Show’ Poor 7G, Denver 


Denver, Nov. 16. 
In three performances, two night 
and a matinee, the Billy Rose ‘Show 
of Shows’ did only $7,000. 
The opening night was good, with 
the matinee on the second day and 
the second night being way off. 





DENVER BULLISH 
; Denver, Nov. 16. 
With ‘Room Service’ booked for 
three performances at the city audi- 
torium Nov. 27 and 29, and “Tonight 
at 8:30,’ at the same spot Dec. 1-4, 


advance sales indicate crowds will be 
good, 


Arthur M. Oberfeider, who books 
these shows locally, also has ‘Yes, 
My Darling Daughter’ coming in on 
Dec. 17 and 18. 


Future Plays 


‘Whither Amertea, to be joint 
venture of Leonard Sillman, Elsa 
Maxwell and Sam H. Grisman, is 
new title for combined intimate re- 
vues, ‘Calling All Men’ and ‘New 
Faces of 1938,’ tried out on Cape Cod 
last summer. 











“TOVARICH’ 106, MPLS. 
LEGIT BEST IN YEARS 


Minneapolis, Nov. 16. 
Legit dramatie season got off to a 
good start here last week 
‘Tovarich,”, with Eugenie 
vich, grossed slightly more than $10.- 
000 for four nighis and a matinee at 
the Lyceum, new legit house. 








tlined up 


Held even last week, | 
at} 


done | 
well, with plenty of solid bolstering | 
| 


cast, and ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 

ter’ underlined for December. 
House has 11 attractions definitely 

the 


vial 





HUB BIZ OKE. 


- TOVARICH 136 


Boston, Nov. 16. 

Legit biz recession was bolstered 
| nicely last week by an influx of 
|} hinterlanders who sought seats for 
|}whatever show they could buy. 
‘Tovarich,’ in its first week, and 
| ‘Hooray for What!’ in closing, second 
week, ‘ran about neck-and-neck to 
lead the town. But no startling 
takes recorded anywhere. 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ with 
Ethel Barrymore and Dudley Digges, 
got good support from the big Guild 
subscription list, but was a little 
light otherwise. Both ‘Doodle’ and 
‘Tovarich’ drew strong matinees, 
with contrastingly weak evening biz. 

‘Hooray for What’, trying out here 
for two weeks, was somewhat of a 
headache, and there was talk of Ed 
Wynn buying into the _ show. 
Although speeded up and revised in 
vital spots, it was not received as a 
hit in this town. 

‘Room Service’ has put out the ‘last 
two weeks’ notice, which will make 
it a nine-week run. “Three Waltzes,’ 
a new musical by the three Strauses, 
opened Saturday (13) at the Opera 
House. ‘Love of Women,’ starring 
Heather Angel, comes into the Wil- 
bur Thursday (18), following two- 
day tryout in New Haven. ‘Between 
the Devil’ is slated for the Shubert 
Dec. 6. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hooray for What!’, Colonial. 
Placidly received by public, though 
applauded by the press, this Ed 
Wynn starrer left town Saturday 
night (13). Final week was around 


$13,500. 

‘Tovarich,” Shubert ($2.75) (2d 
week). Getting rush from matinee 
crowd, but slightly off after dark. 
First stanza okay $13,000. Three 
more weeks. Under Guild auspices. 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ Wilbur. 
With the help of the Guild sub- 
scribers and faithful Barrymore fans 
here, plus some floor cutting when 
necessary, ‘Doodle’ copped around 
$10,000 for final frame. Left Satur- 
day night (13). 

‘Can’t Take It with You,’ Plymouth 
($2.50) (11th week). Still rolling 
along merrily in $11,500 groove. No 
sign of folding yet. 

‘Room Service,’ Copley ($2.50) (7th 
week). Struggling along in final 
weeks (two more), grabbing around 
$5,000 for sixth frame. 


‘Doll’s House’ 12G, St. L. 


St. Louis, Nov. 16. 
Despite opposition from the open- 
ing of the professional hockey sea- 





son that attracted 12,000 on two 
nights and _ professional wrestling 
that drew another 7,000. ‘A Doll’s 


House’ grossed $12,000 at the Ameri- 
can Theatre for eight performances 
ending Saturday (13). With the 
house scaled to $2.50, ‘Leaning on 
Letty,’ with Charlotte Greenwood in 
the top role, began a week stand 
Sunday (14). 

Legit season thus far is well on 
its way to most prosperous in many 
years and support given town’s only 
legit theatre by the recently organ- 
ized Playgoers of St. Louis is given 
as one of the reasons for the profit- 
able biz. 


$16,500 ‘Door,’ Wash. 


Washington, Nov. 16. 

‘Stage Door,’ with Joan Bennett in 
the lead, pocketed approximately 
$16,500 last week at the National at 
a $2.75 top. Current is ‘Ghost of 
Yankee Doodle,’ fourth American 
Theatre Society offering of season 
and consequently assured of packed 
houses via subscriptions. Appear- 
ance of Ethel Barrymore, who be- 
came something of a local favorite 
again through guest starring with 
old National Theatre Players in last 
two seasons, is stirring up interest 
too, 





Gear in ‘To Be Continued,’ bowing 
Monday (22), to be followed by 
Maurice Evans in ‘Richard I1.’ 





when | 
Leonto- 


Cur- | 
rent is ‘Doll’s House’ with four-sthr | 


most touring shows to | 
| visit this city In many years. 


Next on tap is opening of Luella | 





Rat’ $10,500, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 

Cox theatre, seating 1,336, did a 
fairly good $10500 last week on 
‘Brother Rat’ at $2.26 top. Biz perked 
in last half. Balcony was a sellout 
Saturday matinee and night. On pre- 
vious week house did only $5,500 
with Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Antony 
and Cleopatra.’ 

House has ‘Right This Way’ cur- 
rently at $2.75 top, to be followed by 
Joan Bennett in ‘Stage Door’ and, 


and Florence Eldridge in ‘Your Obe- 
dient Husband.” Latter has a-$3.30 
top 





“Can't Take’ Hot $18,600, 
Balto; ‘Richard’ Current 


16. 


Baltimore, Nov. 


Okay response to the current legit | 
season here held up for ‘You Can't | 


| Take It With You’ at Ford’s, register- 
ing close to capacii, at $18,600 last 
week. Bullish advance and steady 
play for every performance. Cur- 
rent week has ‘Merely Murder,’ pre- 
Broadway showing of new Laurence 
Rivers whodunit at Ford’s, with 
‘Richard II’ listed for next week 
against ‘Behind Red Lights’ sched- 
uled for the indie-booked Maryland. 
Estimate for Last Week 


Strong mail order and advance sale. 


‘This Way’ Sad $7,000, 


‘Richard’ Current, Cleve 


Cleveland, Nov. 16. 

Although the first musical and 
premiere of the Hanna’s_ season, 
‘Right This Way,’ took a cruel beat- 
ing from both the critics and public, 
which didn’t buy enough to pull it 
out of the red. Show by Marianne 
Brown Waters and Brad Greene had 
trouble in grossing even $7,000 in 
seven performances, about $4,000 
less than expected. What also made 
it tough was the low ticket scale, 
$2.50 top, yet only the balcony seats 
had a good sale. 

Consensus of opinion was that the 
new musical was too spotty and 
ragged, but had bright possibilities 
if doctored expertly. Authors and 
producer, Alice Alexander, spent the 
week polishing it, but first-night 
notices were so unfavorable that the 
majority of regular patrons shied off. 
After the break-in the company 
moved to Cox theatre, Cincinnati, 
for second week. 

Maurice Evans’ current ‘Richard 
Il’ looks more promising. Following 
on the sked are ‘Leaning on Letty’ 
for Nov. 23 and then ‘Victoria 
Regina.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Right This Way,’ Hanna (1,435; 
$2.50). Good tunes, but poor book 
and rough opening performances got 
it off on wrong leg, disappointing 
$7,000 for seven performances. 


FTP Philly ‘Nativity’ 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Philly unit of Federal Theatre is 
setting a Christmas show for Con- 
vention Hall, possibly with free 
admish to all comers. Tagged ‘Show 
of the Nativity.’ Directors looking 
for a tie-up with one of the papers 
in town. 

Negro branch of FTP just closed 
a fairly successful two-week run of 
‘Jericho’ at the Walnut Street the- 
atre. Sponsors being sought to in- 
stall white group in same house with 
satire, ‘Help Yourself.’ 


Shows Out 


Fast fade-outs of three shows 
marked Broadway last week. “Young 
Mr. Disraeli’ was yanked at the 
Fulton after five performances. Ad- 
verse press. 




















‘YOUNG MR. DISRAELI 

Opened Nev. 10, '37. Indif- 
ferent notices greeted this 
latest Alex Yokel production, 
Burns Mantel (News) said, 
‘Pleasantly inconsequential bi- 
ographical romance.’ Ander- 
son (Journal), ‘Its swiftest 
movement is in one ear and out 
the other.’ 








for week of Nov. 29, Fredric March | 





| clicked, 
| which has rarely occurred on Broad- 
| way. 
|‘Amphitryon 38,’ are rated sm: 


| ‘*Yoeu Can’t Take It With You,’ | 
| Ford’s (1,988; $2.78). Solid going for 
every performance with near ca- 
pacity $18,600 the week’s total. 














‘Places Please’ stopped after the 
third performance at the Golden. 
Play was known on the Coast as 
‘Born in a Trunk.’ 





‘PLACES PLEASE’ 
Opened Nov. 13, ’37. Critics 
jumped on this. John Ander- 
son (Journal) said, ‘Terrible.’ 
Richard Watts, Jr. (Herald 
Trib) wrote ‘Thick with dull- 
| ness.” 














completed the trip of flivs. 


Revival of ‘Antony and Cleopatra’ 
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Bway Booming with 6 New Hits, 


Shows Selling 


— 





for New Year's: 


Right $35,600, ‘Susan’ $23,000 


First week of November 
recognized as having ushered in 
three attractions, all of which have 
100% new 


is now 


a show record 


Two, ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ and 


she 


while the first full week of ‘Golden 
Boy’ (Belasco) granted $12,000. | 
With an extra matinee last week 
‘Right’ got $35,600, while ‘Amphi- 
| tryon’ registered $22.000 or better 
again. 

Just the reverse was the second 
week’s arrivals, three out of four of 


which flopped fast and were taken 
off. 
patra,’ Mansfield, was the major 
casualty, while two new plays which 
quickly exited were ‘Young Mr. 
Disraeli,’ Fulton, and ‘Places, Please’ 
(‘Born in a Trunk’), Golden. 


However, a unique revival of 
‘Julius Caesar’ at the former 
Comedy, now the Mercury, drew 
high praise last Thursday (11), giv- 
ing the list six fresh successes up to 
this week. Earlier hits holding to 
big money are ‘Susan and God,’ $23.,- 
000 (nine times) and ‘The Star 
Wagon,’ $17,500. 

Last week’s business was better 
than election week. Some of the 


leaders inserted an extra peiiorm- 
ance on Armistice Day and profited. 
Otherwise attendance was upped 
among the moderates and holdovers. 
Some attractions which were not 
definite for fall continuance have 
ordered tickets for New Year's eve, 
with others already selling for that 
performance, 

Due next week: ‘Mice and Men,’ 
Music Box; ‘The Ghost of Yankee 


PHILLY DULL, 
‘BOVARY’ $15,000 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Not much life in Philly’s sector 
last week with both the Erlanger and 
the Forrest dark. Last night ‘House- 
master,’ importation from London by 
Ruth Selwyn and Milton Shubert, 
made its bow at the Chestnut, where 
it is playing as the second subscrip- 
tion offering of the American Thea- 
tre Society. 

Tonight (Tuesday) Ed Wynn's 
‘Hurray for What?’ arrives from 
Boston, It has three weeks (less the 
one performance) at the Forrest, but 
there’s no assurance it will achieve 
that length of run. Forrest’s next 
booking is ‘Richard II,’ with Maurice 
Evans, Dec. 6. 

Erlanger, which had a last-minute 
tough break in losing out on ‘Four 
Cents a Word,’ is fairly straightened 
out for a while now. Big indie house 
is dark this week, except for the 
traditional jnvite dress rehearsal of 
the Mask and Wig Club show 
Thursday (18), but reiights next 
Monday (22) for that same show, 
‘Fifty-Fifty, Erlanger gets ‘Having 
Wonderful Time’ Nov. 29, skedded 
for two weeks, but holding a third 
one open. Samuel Nixon-Nirdlinger. 
who directs the house, has announced 
the New York cast, but understood 
a second company is coming. 

At the Chestnut, following the cur- 
rent two-week run of ‘Housemaster,’ 
there will be ‘Three Waltzes,’ making 
its delayed local appearance Nov. 29. 
It will probably stay until the week 
before Christmas and will be fol- 
lowed a week later by the Theatre 
Guild’s ‘Wine of Choice.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Madame Bovary,’ Chestnut (1,646; 
$2.50). Final week upped a notch 
or two without competition to hit 
$15,000, but wouldn’t have been so 
much without subscription basis. 
‘Housemaster’ opened yesterday (15). 











‘Letty’ 16G, Detroit 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 
Off to mild start, Charlotte Green- 


| wood’s ‘Leaning on Letty’ turned ‘em 


away after the middle of the week 
and grabbed a nifty $16,000 last week 
at the Cass. SRO hung out for two 
matinees and the final three evening 


performances. Advance sale on 
‘Brother Rat,’ current at Cass, 
hypoed by contest in local sheets, 


and comedy figures to come home 
with plenty to spare. Flock of ticket 
requests already for ‘Right This 
Way, Alice Alexander’s new show 
and—first musical to hit town this 
year. Due in next Sunday (21), 
play accorded nice bally through 
lyric writer’s ‘tiff’ with U. S. Navy 
over his six-year enlistment. 
Estimate for This Week 
‘Leaning on Letty,’ Cass (1,400; 
$2.75). Off slowly, due in part to 
Charlotte Greenwood’s long absence 
from Detroit, but built to SRO by 


mid-week for a fine $16,000 on nine 


performances. 


Revival of ‘Antony and Cleo- | 


| ‘Geerge and 


_ Doodle, Guild; ‘Merely Murder,’ 
| Playhouse. ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
| ter’ moves from the latter spot across 
the street to the Vanderbilt 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphitryon 38,’ Shubert 
week) (C-1,387-$3.30). Business in- 
dicates smash rating: second week 
claimed stronger than first with the 
gross again around $22,000. 

‘Babes im Arms,’ Majestic (32d 
week} (M-1,752-$3.30). Slim musical 
fare on list helping holdover to good 
grosses; around $17,000. 

‘Brother Rat,’ National (49th week) 
(C-1,164-$3.30). Has improved lately; 
ihird house to get run comedy which 
topped $8,000 last week. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ St. 
James (lst week) (C-1,520-$3.30). 
Presented by Delos Chappell; adapt- 
ed by Brian Doherty from book of 
Bruce Marshall; opens tonight 
(Wednesday ). 

‘French Without Tears,’ Miller (8th 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Moved up 
smartly again and grosses $10,000; 
definitely in the clear. 


(3d 


Margaret,’ Morosco 
(8th week) (C-961-$3.30). Also im- 
proved, but not as much; doing okay 


| with last week’s take around $8,500. 


‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (3d week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Will make the grade 
as indicated by first week’s takings 
of $12,000; agency buy. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 


(39th week) (C-961-$3.30). Second 
company being formed for road; 
business holds to profit margin; 


moved up close to $9,000 last week. 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin (3d 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Broadway's 
new sock musical; first full week 
topped $35,600; extra matinee 
(Armistice Day). 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (8th 
week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Best at mati- 
nees, with cut rates helping at week- 
ends; quoted around $6,000. 

‘Madame Bovary,’ Broadhurst (Ist 
week) (D-1,116-$3.30). Presented by 
Theatre Guild; dramatized from 
Flaubert novel by Benn W. Levy; 
drew well on tour; opened last night 
(Tuesday ). 

‘Many Mansions,’ Biltmore (4th 
week) (D-989-$3.30). Wealthy backer 
keeping this one going; slim attend- 
ance with takings not over $3,000. 

‘Places, Please,’ Golden. Panned 
and withdrawn Saturday (13) after 
three performances. 

‘Robin Landing,’ 46th St. (Ist 
week) (D-1,375-$3.30). Presented by 
Sidney Harmon and T. Edward 
Hambleton; written by Santley Pres- 
ton Young; opens Thursday (18). 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (27th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Held pace with 
takings again approaching $16,000; 
played nine times; extra matinee on 
Armistice Day. 

‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (7th 
week) (CD-1,036-$3.30). Played nine 
performances again; extra matinee 
Armistice Day; registered another 
big $23,000 gross. 

‘The Bow Breaks, Little (ist 
week) (D-523-$3.30). Presented by 
Paul L. Berney and Peggy Cleary; 
written by James Knox Millen; 
opens Friday (19). 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (8th 
week) (CD-1,096-$3.30). Season's 
first standout continues to draw ex- 


cellent attendance with takings 
around $17,500. 
‘The Women,’ Barrymore (47th 


week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Played nine 
times for second successive week, as 


did several leaders; excellent at 
$18,000. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (206th 


week) (C-1,107-$1.65). Warhorse of 


the list goes along to some profit 
every week; rated nearly $6,000, and 
okay at scale. 

‘Too Many Heroes,’ Hudson (Ist 


week) (D-1,194-$3.30). Presented by 
Mrs. Carly Wharton; written by 
Dore Schary; first called ‘Violence’; 
opened Monday. 





| house 
| Moves to the Vanderbilt next week 
|to make room for ‘Merely Murder,’ 
| due 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
(40th week) (C-878-$3.30). 


Nov. 24; somewhat better last 
| week; quoted at nearly $10,000. 
‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 


|Booth (49th week) (C-708-$3.30). 
|One of the toppers which played 
|nine performances last week; ca- 


| pacity pace to gross of $16.500 


‘Young Mr. Disraeli,’ Fulton. With- 
| drawn Saturday (13) after five per- 
formances, following tepid press. 

Revivals 

‘Antony and Cleopatra,’ Mansfield: 
taken off Saturday (13); five per- 
formances: weak press. 

‘Julius Caeser,’ Mercury (Comedy); 
drew rave notices for most part. 

Abbey Players, Ambassador; final 
| week of ‘Far-Off Hills.’ 

‘As You Like It,’ Ritz; closed Sat- 
urday (13); two weeks. 
| “The Fireman’s Fiame,’ 
| Music Hall. 


} 


American 


WPA 
‘Processional,’ F)liott. 
‘A Hero Was Born,’ Adelphi. 
Eugene O'Neill playlets, Lafayette; 
colored casts. 
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Anthony an patra m : Furnish Public Bally 
d Cl t the star’s matter-of-fact sister, Ruth Schenectady, Nov. 16. membership rolls and is expected to 
thony a eopatr Abbott takes one of the few other . - heen 3200 by the fret of the yout. 
(Continued from page 64) lovically written parts in her stride. Rotating stock company started 


ing is si i with SAG probably jumping to the Robert Garland, former drama 
| eying 6 OE ch. oe by Beauvais Fox and Frederick Cal-| 19.900 mark. Equity has about 2,400 


‘ critic for the World-Telegram, N. Y 
the Boston husband, gives life to an| vin between the local Erie theatre| paid-up members. Smaller ed is now with the WPA Theatre Proj. 
unattractive, but important part. and the Capitol, Albany, couldn’t of less than 350 ineehecene a ect in New York. Report that he 
ba =e te a berg ge play is the| ge Let gy a bit, looks like | even start revolving and folded here be — agg in tha sae was engaged as assistant to George 
death of Antony. That bored by its | : Performance of Lillzan Emerson, | on the second half of its week with Whi: 2 Rats. which has but 80 mem- Kander, who is in charge of pro- 
lentth. But in general the viay. de-| i, the lead role, is uneven and un- | ‘Criminal At Large.’ Empire Players nts ’ duction, is incorrect. Garland has 
snite Miss Bankhead’s performance | impressive. Her emphasis is mis-| opened with ‘Idiot’s Delight’ at the | D€TS. been assigned to write special ar- 


of the vampy queen and the elegant | , laced, she begins scenes at too high | Capitol, Albany, for the first half Constitution of the Four A’s was | ticles and is with the project's press 
of last week after going along for| written at the instance of Harry) qepartment. Understood there are 





Antony's (Thomas Chalmers). John 
Emery mates a plausible regal and | 








production could not, in general,| 4 yitch and consequently has nothin 
overcome a similer fate. lieft for climaxes. Even her good 











. t | 3 P 
, - co ‘o| four preceding weeks as _ straight Mountford in 1919. At that time the | to be no changes in the publicity 
pee gee es ate riage o lage ard et eg ‘lls yore he whe | stockers here ‘ old White Rats was fading and| ctaff heads 
unces nte r the record. | nlausi itv a silly character. Ss | 5! rhs ° : . y " ee ‘ 
CRESS: BEINESE 0 Land. | dlausibility pnts “ae - Robert T. | cc Qi hie f the Equity was rapidly growing, touch Federal Theatre Project has slated 
| her actor-manager father, Rober | Looks like just another 0 eh Pe ak Seiceuin af onnt ae 
reine 'Haines. rants and  blusters, but! pany stock troupes that have tried| ing a peak mem ne ship UU. ambitious presentations, regarded as 
ASE | contrives to keep his lines to him-| 114 “failed in the State capital dis-| It was Mountford’s idea to protect|more important than heretofore. 
PLACES, PLE | self. f£leanor Malcolm, the snobby | a but Calvin, git. of Mohawk the smaller member unions and for | Garland is expected to ‘sell the pub- 
Farce comedy in three acts (six scenes), | mother-in-law, eo — a Drama Festival “at Union College| that reason the constitution is re-/lic’ on these attractions. Known 
by Avrania Rouverol. Presentcd by Jick | obvious facets of a distasteful role. | ; 7 - atte, wy | garded as being outmoded. that the WPA outfit dickered with 
Curtis at the John Golden theatre, N. Y.. | Most of the other parts are over- | here, hinted at a reorganization, inc | > ~ et a 9 Hickered with 
Novy. 12, ‘87, at $3.20 top. Staged by Henry | ooteg Hobe. | reopening date set for the company.| Reorganization will require a two-| Broadway press agents with the 
> Gace Widen. So ooaas Don Dillaway (Withdrawn Saturday after three| which included a nucleus of several) thirds vote to adopt the new con-| same idea =m mind, but was unable 
Anthony Farnum.......+- nabeet rf prune per,;ormances. Printed for the rec-} retular players some N. » 2 importa- stitution but that does not neces- to meet salary demands. 

v Cole Farnum.......+.-- tuth Abbott | 7 | ta . ' om : ie ~ eal ‘vi 
Syieia Ounce -ccascc cee Terrelt | OTd.) | tions and several from the Drama| sarily mean a majority of that per- Garland is said to be receiving 
Lida. -.........++++eeeeee+-Olga Burgoyne | Festival group. centage of all members. Two-third sahara yen ans which is 
rise, Marthinsicccensces's Allian Emerson : somewha igher than r 
Seaiae’ kate deiqewheetsee- Ronald Brogan KNOCK | rule will apply to those who may | * th : q ‘ some others 
Roberia Farnum........ — oan gt oe attend the ratification meetings. Ex- =e a a te epartment are re 
Alden Alexander Elliot.....Matthow mith -PENC ; - i i eporte ere was some feeling 
area Sthodn Wheeler... sss. ‘C‘aire Devine (TRENCH THEATRE OF N. Y.) ; Road OK in Montreal If pected that such sessions will be held sae bik adlentak ten Menuet “g g 
Mrs. Agnes Elliot........Eleanor Malcolm k.cach ‘theatre of N, Y. presentation of simultaneously. par men or 
M Louisa Wilcox......+++s. Marie Falls | iheavre de Quatre Saisons’ pesenction ° In the meantime those ‘actor union that reason, but the special task ap- 
Cat : ere cocesedOnn I ‘ rine i} vu.cs siomain’s comedy in three acis di U P P 0) t Lui cse ac. ons a is ct ® m 
Doctor Selby. .ccsseeceess Richard Stirling | pacvion, coccumes and settings by Anure nion eace ans u | who x ai mn pears to have clarified the matter, 

or 8 Seen the--Seaietad Bag gs Ae eae Be iy ore mone _ Maminers : Switch * STO: ONT) Seo of tes Sal are on security 
(arolvn "ARO sc cbbbescsess ashi NOTMAY oul sacq. A 1e Sarbizon-s’lazé lel; + ‘> g n t 

"iltres nr detcnde pktin 73 evens nother . 
eens es veecnee seen ese s via vee Haier oe pon Re + Ree ee aE “6 me "ath tones pri ri wage, around $28 weekly. Recently 
; and Sylvia Stuart, Jane Slater and eT eae 5 besdbess ceeds ton eee Aaag! | Montreal, Nov. 16. . h : » bi : ying Garland was engaged in rewriting a 
Gwen Washburne. Madame Paipalaid.......... . Annette Lecat | Roadshows for His Majesty’s here, to unravel the interchangeability of play. 
Jeau, domestique de Parpalaid..anure rrece | . 5 , cards rules. It has been a headache j a re ” 
St ty backstage comedy was | famvour de ville.........,-.Maurice Meric | which looked to have been definitely | , ; ; Some revision of the ‘circuit’ plans 

sph aw ae 11; nsiiiuteur Bernard............Aadre Frere | , to officers in ‘the unions and many | o¢ +4 WPA in Greater N 
tried out last June at the Hollywood | vis smacien Mousquet. -Maurice Jacquemont | turned down in September by reason| 4. are reported having been | °%,'"° in Greater New York 
Little theatre under the title, “Born | [4 uame en noir.....ss.sss00e: Jean Daste | of disputes with IATSE, are again a ie Ga ~" : 7 will be made. Project calls for 36 
in a Trunk.’ Henry Hull is credited | La dame en vielst. ....--Madelelse pate possibility following conferences be- ma *, with resultant squawks from | weeks with each spot to guarantee 
rj ; j thi ioy *remier gars....++..+.-Maurice Jac t . : rs. a 
with po his Lt gpa Sy «Ag Seexions SATO. ccccscsssssssMaurios Meric| tween Famous Players Canadian actors at least $60 to each show. Claimed 
ng eal on the Coast Under- | *tadame RORY véves votes s+) Corp.. which handle that thea-| Trouble appears to center prin-| average per performance is $100, but 

‘ - , ot. MCIPION .. ccc ce enweweeeseereereee . _ 3 3 . z ps 4 . , 
stood the direction has been doctored | L'infirmicre..27)/22222//2Svetlana Pitoeff| tre, and New York. Now stated that|cipally around the amounts which | in one instance the takings were $67, 
considerably since then and that cast 


it will be possible to bring in com-| members are required to pay when 
changes were being made _ until 


. which meant red ink. Most of the 
- Talky play which doesn’t come off. | panies from the United States to play | passing from the jurisdiction of one 
vir‘ually curtain time. Settings are 


spots played are school and church 
are | Unimportanc production from a trade | here up to Jan. 1, 1938. union to another. Orders have been | auditoriums, with few regular the- 
by Nicholas Yellenti, though he isn't point of view and actually not of ‘Richard II’ with Maurice Evans,| given that such cases be carefully | atres slated. 
billed. much interest otherwise. It’s an unr 


: : ri i i -| considered before i i 
Show has little chance of making | fortunate selection for second pro- | will be staged as intended in Decem d re instructions are 


the grade. It has no name draw, its | quction here by this. visiting French ber. ‘Leaning on Letty’ and other|sent to members, idea being to 
idea is an old chestnut and the 











e ; ighten the fees as much as poss:- 
,_ and the! s , and the Theatre de Quatre | presentations also slated. lig Pp 0 
scripting adds nothing. Direction is Saisons ‘certainly didn’t earn its rep- ble, Last week it was ruled that E UITY NODS AT 
helter-skelter while the acting eX- | itation doing this one. It’s the only p : junior members of SAG in apply- ROCKFORD CO OP 
~ plodes all over ued arn ge “uo modern one in the repertory, and| Pee Lowrance Wins Suit ing for reinstatement in Equity shall m 
a ae ree es gyre eB oc. |i for the most part, politely dull. , f Ne be admitted for a fee of $10, regard- 
yee a lly laughed at it (several|,, 7he actors have so much to say On ‘Matter o Princip © | less of how much they may have 
tine viekt in its face), but rarely |that little time is left for acting. 


, y First actual co-operate stage ven- 
Play, which is the work of Jules Ro- Dee Lowrance, p.a for. the Chapel| owed when entering pictures. 
with it. : 


P ture sanctioned by Equity in years 
y 3 bout the actress | ™ains, w.k. French author, had quite Playhouse, Guilford, Conn. straw) Up to now the Four A’s has oper- | is spotted in Rockford, Ill. Group of 
Story is that one abou a trical | Some popularity in Paris several | hat last summer, who was fired after | ateq with little expense, using the | 12 players have contributed ‘conaihe 
dauvhter of a a .. eng a years ago and has been done here/ working two weeks and given no} offices of Equity. Per capita tax | to the promotion and are equally re- 
wong dS x Pogue ot daape beak to | twice in English, once by the Lang-| salary, has collected from Carl Good- piled up because there were few | sponsible for the theatre lease. Policy 
the theatre from the atmosphere of | Ders at Westport. i las te man, producer, following a_ suit. outlays and every so often the/| Will be stock, one of the few reg- 
the Boston fireside. Action is divided | | ers Seat ein Mg aaa Costs were also awarded. money was refunded to the mem-| Ularly operating. 
between the backstage of a Boston ., Serer ameter a to build it| Defendant stated that Miss Low-/ ber unions. There has been no Equity has frowned on co-operates 
oe _ bg yee eral up by making the town germ-con- | rance had never been hired, but was | kickback for several«years with the | for some time and barred such set- 
ition reer Maen theatrically | scious. If his motives were other|only there for the experience. To] result the trensurary curtently is| WS whenever there was & mane- 
‘ imaginative. To keen interest flicker- | than acquisitive, he might pass for a | disprove this, plaintiff showed a let- said to. have a surplus of $12,000. gerial background. Exception in the 
ing during the performance, Lillian | One-man public ——_ hag merged oe ter stating her services were no long- Rockford application was granted 
mo gg as the aap od meanggye m4 pion sag i ae ovr Fovaty Tangy fe - er required, and proof that she had 
makes numerous eostume_ chanves 























by the council last week when it was 
t That's hardly $3.30 worth. | small town. had other accounts to indicate that FOR PERMANENT FTP indicated that the group was operat- 
eithough the Indy .~ - eyeful in her| Jean Daste is sincerely amusing as | she wasn’t just there for a break-in. ing on their own. 
what-you-call-’ems. . the old doc who sells the phantom] Piaintiff is the wife of Herbert 





re) tai ractice, with Moussa Abadi only so-| pnrake. of the N. Y Herald Tribune’s Bill to Establish Theatre and Art 
walannt Sar as walaeneaee. “Don oi as Knock. Sets are more euitaete Seainat dsbittinaet. Claim armdunted Projects ENGAGEMENTS 
Pluvswight 4m lowe with the actress |tion than they are in their present |tO only $50, but Miss Lowrance) Support for the bill GHR.8239)| Muriel Kirkland, Sidney  Black- 
Hi Aa ect Baines —, eal ee. 1 i cenmen reine: other ones peal to collect were hater gto ong oy Ae “unt Pak. mes, Arthur Byron, “Stop-Over. 


ot Joe Brown Jr., Edwin Redding, 
unavailing. ects of the WPA on a permanent | Edgar Stehli, ‘Something for Noth- 


‘ basis, will be sought on a nation- | iD8- 
Hallie Flana an West eo wide scale shortly. Richard Carlson, John Drew 
8 Atlanta WPA’s ‘Disciple’| Campaign wii! be undertaken by | Devereaux, Barbara Robbins, ‘Ghost 

On Fed Theatre Checkup Atlanta, Nov. 16. the Federal Arts Bill Committee, ; 


‘ Michael Loring, Rags Ragland, 
George Bernard Shaw's ‘The comprised of cudtural and labor or-| Lotte Goslar, June Siliman, Erika 


. te mee = ‘ ganizations as well as individuals.| Mann, James Shelton, Edna Russell, 

os Angeles, Nov. 16. Devil’s Disciple,’ next production of Request for support of the bill by|Mildred Todd, Mata Alexander, 

Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, head of the|the Federal Theatre Project here. | its Council was made by the Equity | Leone Sousa, Jack and June Blair, 

| Federal Theatre Project, arrived in| will open Monday (22) at Atianta| membership at its discussion meet-| Mizabeth Wilde, Peter Renwick, 

Hollywood last Friday (12) with her| theatre. Arthur Bell, member of | ing jast week (5). Joe Beal, the Johnsons, Bowen Tufts, 
| assistant, J. Howard Miller, to re-| New York WPA theatre unit here on 


Bill calls for the setting up of an|qnet 9nd Mortimer O'Brien, Kirk 
y 5 ; 3i nson, 
main for two weeks looking over | loan, and Stanton Hoff, also of N. Y..| independent bureau of fine arts Alyn, Johnny Tunsil, Van Johns 









































ie , ‘end ‘Whither America.’ 
¥TP activities. will play leads. .. g,.. | under the President. Latter would 
Duo will return to New York fol- oe egy ony gegen’ co appoint a commissioner who would 
ing the FIP’s offer- | ciple’ wit ) irom as technical’! have six members below him. Proj- 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON lowing the preem of , bell ; , j Season 1937-28 
: , ing of ‘The Weavers’ at the Mayan,| director and Ravenal Campbell as} ects included are theatre, dance, mu- 
Columbia Studio, H’wood Now. 25. stage manager. Others in the cas‘ 





sic, literature, graphic and plastic|] MARTIN BROONES 
are Florence Coventry, James Reece. | arts, architecture and decoration, 
Grady Barrow, Earl Clements, James| but is not limited to the above. Presents 
Owens, Helen Stringfellow, Royal} Plans for an elaborate press cam- 
Mitchell, Halbert Brown, Ray Cal- 


houn, John Kine, Bailey Wailer, J. paign are currently in the hands of CHARLOTTE 


: wi _%-| Martin Popper, attorney, and a mem- 
W. Patton, Mae Skinner, William lic-| ber of the Federal Arts Bill Com- 


Munn, Ted Wing and Harry Lee. mittee. Cultural confabs will be or- G R E E N W 0 0 p 
ganized and trade union support for 
- the bill sought, to get it reported ; 
Detroit WPA’s Tour | out of committee favorably. Lait the Tort Comedy 
Detroit, Nov. 16. According to Popper, several Sen- sh : 7 
, ; ifs ; ; : we atidience screams anc surrenc A 

Detroit Federal theatre's first out- of tahentonion, ox the mace aan adores her.”” Russell MeLauehlin, Detroit News. 
of-city appearance, following local body WK. NOV. 22 — HANNA, CLEVELAND 
project’s new policy, will be Dec. 4 ‘ - 
at Pontiac, where two performances | = 
of ‘Let Freedom Ring’ will be given. 

Three days later the company will 
start tour of state with ‘Boy Meets A KAVANAG H 
Girl,’ opening in Saginaw on Dec. 7. 


Performances on successive nights 


will be given in Midland and Alma. PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, NOW 















































oe ** |and additional dates are being ar- 
How to be glamourous and stay within your budget orn ° 
° . . . . . S ° 
... Choose this white satin and kid (either gold or e Legit-hungry towns in state are DALLAS MORNING NEWS (Oct. 4, 1937) 
silver) slipper and have it dyed to match any = |clamoring for WPA _ performances. By John Rosenfield, Jr. 
" eee c 7 . : ‘Stan Kavanagh tl st diverti ig omedians’——We doubt 
dress. Rhinestone buckles on vamp and ankle strap. ‘ and several more tours are being f any other emtertataee tu oe perkeet ter Geo Canmn mnincas ue have 
m Es completed with possibility another | anagh, the elderly, gleaming-pated juggler whose yellow tennis balls 
made expressly for { Mi LLER company may be formed to fill dates. | one Indian clubs are as witty as they are athletic. Kavanagh has the 
i 4 ay . p “seal gi of giving cosmic comedy to the flyi ‘lubs that tl t to get 
is y oe Project's repertory at present In- | away from him or to the bouncing spheres ‘that scene in unexpected 
AVE. + 450 FIFTH AVE. 49 W. 34th ST. «1552 cludes ‘Anna Christie,’ ‘Chalk Dust, | angles to his nonchalant hands.” 
- en , = |‘They Too Arise’ and ‘Tragical His- 
se tory of Dr. Faustus/ a | 
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Storm Hits Saturday 


Concert 


Grosses; Otherwise Biz Okay 





Even the concert fans, who might 
be expected to be impervious to rain, 
snow or freezing, stayed indoors last 
Saturday and usual grosses took a 
pasting. Otherwise, the week's con- 
cert biz was plenty good, with the 
Philharmonic-Symph and Lotte Leh- 
mann leading the pack. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Philharmonic-Symphony, Carnegie 
Hall (2,760; Thurs. eve., Fri. aft., $3; 
Sat. eve., $1.75; Sun. aft., $2). John 
Barbirolli conducting; Walter Gie- 
seking, piano soloist, Thurs., Fri. 
Sat. (11, 12, 14); John Corigliano, 
violin soloist, Sat. (13). Rain Sat- 
urday walloped attendance that 
night, but rest of the week's series 
Estimated $13,400 for the four 





+ 
Mona Rani’s Hindu 


Dance Recital, Jan. 16 


Mona Rani will give her annual 
recital of Hindu dances on Jan. 16 at 
the Guild theatre, New York. Has 
been at Town Hall last several years. 
Four Hindu musicians will accom- 
pany. 

In private life Mona Rani is the 
wife of a Park avenue doctor, J. F. 
Millet, but never exploits this fact 
when staging recitals. 

She has not heretofore appeared 
outside New York. 





ke. 

times. First performance this week 
is tonight (Wednesday) instead of 
tomorrow (Thursday), when the 


Boston Symph, with Serge Kousse- 
vitz':y, plays. 

Salzburg Opera Guild, 44th Street | 
(1,350; $3.30), final six performances 


from last Wed. (10) eve. through 
Sun. (14) eve. Not up to expecta- | 
tions. weather blamed: estimated 
$7.800. 


Hippodrome Opera Co., Hipp (5,- | 
500: 99c.), Fri. (12) eve., Sat. (13) 
aft. and eve. Bad Saturday weather | 
hit the total; estimated only $7,100 
for 'the three performarnices. 

Lotte Lehmann, Town Hall (1,560- | 
$3), Wed. (10) eve. Soprano was} 
clean sellout and drew rave notices. | 
Extra-capacity, with seats on the 
platform and about 100 standees (fire 
law limit), but subscription kept 
gross at $3,055. 

Sinclair Lewis, Town Hall, Thurs. 
(11) morning, another mob turned 
out for this League for Political Edu- 
cation subscription headliner. Super- 


capacity, 1,560 attendance plus |} 
standees. 

Efrem Zimbalist, Carnegie Hall 
(2.760; $2.75), Tues. (16) eve. Ad- 


vance sale indicated last night would | 
be big for the name fiddler, esti- | 
mated $4,000. 

Richard Tauber, Town Hall (1,560; | 
$2.75), tonight (Wed.).- Third recital 
of the season by tenor from pix | 
looks headed for standees again, esti- 
mated $3,000. 

Resalyn Tureck, Town Hall (1,560; 
$1.10), Mon. (8) eve. and last 
(Tues.) eve., first two in series of six 
Bach piano recitals. $2,225 gross for 
the subscription and first night b.o. 
figured surprisingly high for this 23- 
year-old, particlularly for a Bach 
series. 


BRICKLAYER WAGES 


N. Y¥. Guest Soleist Pans Teronto 
Symph Pay 











Toronto, Nov. 16. 

Mishel Piastro, concert master of 
New York Philharmonic, who guest 
soloed with Toronto symphony last 
week, told local musikers they had 
an unhappy lot. 

‘Members of the Toronto orchestra 
are paid less than we pay a good 
bricklayer in U. S.,’ he said. 

About Sir Ernest MacMillan, local 
conductor, he said: ‘I don’t see how a 
man of his musical ability can be 
encouraged to stay in Toronto.’ 

Symphony musicians get straight 
union rate. 





Indian Baritone to Hawaii 

Yowlache, Indian baritone, sailed 
Nov. 10 from Los Angeles for Hawaii, 
where he will give several concerts 
under the direction of the Hawaii 
University. 

Singer is booked by International 
Concerts Corp. 
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‘Breathing Spell’ 











(Continued from page 61) 





that no such move would be taken 
by Equity unless a preponderant 
number of managers ayreed and 
added that revision of the rule would 
be considered. However, he sought 
more co-operation from managers. 


|in seven years, 


CLEVE. OPERA'S 
)-YEAR PLAN 


Cleveland, Nov. 16. 
Instead of making their annual 
underwriting campaign for Metro- 
politan opera’s season, set to begin 
April. 4, Cleveland sponsors have 


worked out a five-year plan that 


| will guarantee the company a mini- 


mum of $175,000 each season. 
Wealthy members of the Northern 
Ohio Opera Association, headed 
by Senator Robert J. Bulkley, are 
throwing $250.000 into the under- 


| writing pot to bring Met here for 


eight performances every semester. 


| Since there’s never been a deficit 


underwriters have 


the privilege of withdrawing pledge | 


if necessary before certain dates. 
Thomas L. Sidlow, millionaire 
attorney, was elected chairman of 


| executive committee for new spon- 


sorship scheme. Harold J. Miskell 
will handle publicity again. 





Pacifist Razzes Stoki; 
Viewed Speech Warlike 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 

Leopold Stokowski, probably for 
first time in his life, was hissed at 
Philly orchestra concert in the staid 
old Academy of Music last Thursday 
(11) night. Hiss was long, loud and 
distinct, emitted by a solo hisser. A 
large audience gasped at the razz- 


berry. 

Occasion of the hiss wasn't criti- 
cism of Stoki’s music, but was di- 
rected against a speech with which 
he introduced playing of the ‘Star- 
Spangled Banner,’ in acknowledg- 
ment of Armistice Day. Particular 
bit of comment which drew the ber- 
ries was Stoki’s, ‘We do not want 
war, but if we are invaded we will 
defend ourselves.’ 

Miss Frances McCollum, blind 
musician, identified as scallion tosser. 
Miss McCollum is a special friend of 
the wand swisher. An ardent pacifist, 
she explained to friends that Stoki’s 
reference to Americans bearing arms 
just got her. 








Carnegie Hall 








DECEMBER 
1—Eve., Jascha Heifeiz. 
2—-Eve., Philharmonic-Symph, 





Latter took the attitude that the 


ATC might be helpful in some ways | 
but that there never has been a way | 


to make a hit out of’a flop. 

ATC session Friday. (12) was de- 
voted to reports of more committe:s. 
One had to do with theatre ticket 


control and suggestion was made to | 
eliminate fixed allotment of tickets | 


to agencies. Originally the ATC was 
Stated to be composed of all theatre 
£roups and not intended to touch on 


t—Aft., Philharmonic-Symph. 
‘—Eve., William Fleming. 
4—Aft., Fritz Kreisler. 

4—Eve., Philharmonic-Symph. 
h—Aft., Philharmonic-Symph. 
h—Eve., General Motors Concert. 
6—Eve., Yehudi Menuhin. 

7—Eve Kirsten Flaestad. 
%—Eve., Philharmonic-Sympn. 
10—Aft.. Philharmonic-Symph, 
10—Eve., Samuel Dushkin 

}11—Aft.. Wakxnerian Festival Singers and 


Rochester Philharmonic Orch. 


11—Eve., Philhapmonic-Symph. 

12—Aft., Philharmonic-Symph 

12—Kive General Motors Concert. 

1 Eve., National Orch. Assn 

14—Eve., Philadelphia Orch. 
;1 Eve., Down Town Glee Club. 

16—Kve., Philharmonic-Symph, 

17— Aft Philharmonic-Sy mph 

17—Eve.. 2d Annual American Artists’ Con- 


| 

gress 
18—Morn.. Philharmonie Concert for Young 

| People 

| 

' 


IR—At., Alexander Kelberine, 
controversi j _ | 18—Eve., Pietro A. Yon, 
ar rsial subjects. That ap 19—Aft.. Philhoarmoenic-Ssmph 
parently has been forgotien, with the |1s—kve.. Stradivari Commemoration Con- 
ticket situation now entering its), ‘ttt: — _ 
sphere Ti “ke esa | 21—Eve., Oratorio Society of N. Y. 
— 7 icket commitiee made ai*’_Eye.. Peonvle’s Chorus of N. Y. 
proposal of starting red . $—Kyve., Philharmonie-Symph. 
W here ticket . _&, central oer }24—Afrt.. Philharmonic-Symph. 
ickets would be sold at 15c 25—Eve., Children’s Concert and Play, Jew 
over the boxoffice price. No men- ish School of T. W. O. 
ll Qc ado 2h Aft Vhilharmonic-Svemph,. 
on was made of the flop control | 54 ~ tyve.. General Motors Concert 
system tried by the manasers sev- | 2i—Kve.. Russian Symphonie Choir 


Ri Sic cn ec ans nel 


2 Eve Philharmonic-Semph., 


Laren nen tek meni Pwmhe) © eee © 
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| ganizations are using $5,000,000 audi- 
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ee ddeen in U. S. two years!’ - 


| closed Nov. 13, with deficit of ap- 


| company him to Chicago from N. Y°: 
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ST. LOUIS ORCH. BIZ 


St. Louis, Nov. 16. 
An ordinance prohibiting multiple 
parking in Memorial Plaza district, 
adjacent to Municipal auditorium, is 
one reason the St. Louis Symphony 
orchestra started its season last week 


with advance sales $12,000 behind 
last year, according to George 
Spearly, acting chairman of orchestra 
society. William Gaines, manager of 
society, said many reservations had 
been cancelled by persons refusing 
to pay 50c and $1 parking fees. 
James Darst, manager of auditori- 
um, said he would call a meeting of 
parking lot owners and ask them to 
fix a uniform ‘reasonable’ fee for 








Joos Ballet Sellout 
For 2 Denver Dates 


Denver, Nov. 16. 
Gladys Swarthout will open pop 
concert series of A. M. Oberfelder 
and Robt. Slack Nov. 23 at municipal 


auditorium. Swarthout will be fol- 
lowed this winter by Margaret 
Speaks, Lanny Ross, Nino Martini 


and Dave Rubinoff. 
Joos European Ballet will play to 
practical sellouts on two perform- 





ances Nov. 26. 





parking privileges—25¢ afternoon | 


and 50c night. During the Veile 


Prophet parade and ball last month 
owners hiked their charges to $1, 
and got it. Alderman William J. 
Warnick, member of Auditorium 
Commission, which heard complaints 
against banning of parking near the 
auditorium, has introduced an ordi- 
nance to repeal existing restrictions 
while symph orch and similar or- 


torium, 


F risco Opera In 
Red Again; May 
Hike Capacity 


San Francisco, Nov. 16. 
The fifteenth annual season of 
the San Francisco Opera Company 


proximately $25,000. This is about 
the same loss the local company 
has faced ever since it moved into 
War Memorial Opera House five 
years ago. 


Scaled from $1 to $6, with the 
exception of the popular series 
which had a $4 top, the operas were 
well attended. The eieven operas 
and the three popular productions 
were complete sellouts. 

Inasmuch as the problem of the 
local opera company is not that of 
selling seats but of getting seats to 
sell, there is talk of installing an- 
other thousand seats in the opera 
house, which many believe would 
end the annual deficit. At $2 a 
seat, opera company execs are 
positive that additional seats or a 
tilt in admish would take the com- 
pany out of the red. 

Seats are so much in demand that 
the list of subscribers to season 
tickets stays almost the same every 
year. Out of 1,300 orchestra seats, 
only 200 were put on sale for the 
regular season. A raise in price 
for these tickets from $6 to $7 has 
been considered. Upstairs it is al- 
most impossible to secure seats. 

Of the eighteen operas given this 
year, two were new to the local 
company, ‘Fidelio’ and ‘Norma.’ The 
season was the longest by one opera 
of any in the company’s history. 

Kirsten Flagstad and Lily Pons 
came off with the honors in the 
feminine division. ~Miss Flagstad 
hereafter will confine her operatic 
appearances to the Metropolitan. 

For the first time in the com- 
pany’s history, the entire San Fran- 
cisco Opera Company has gone to 
Los Angeles intact where it will 
give four subscription performances 
starting with ‘Tristan and Isolde’ 
and following with ‘Lakme.’ ‘Aida’ 
goes on Nov. 18, with ‘Lohengrin’ 
Nov. 14. Los Angeles Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce is sponsoring the 





series. In the past, the principals 
from the local opera company 
would go to Los Angeles. which 


(had its own chorus and ballet. 





| 


$160,000 Week in L. A. 
Los Anceles, Nov. 16. | 
The San Francisco Grand Operay 


| company is heading for a $100,000 | 


week at the Shrine Auditorium I 


opening day (Monday) with 6.300 
adinissions totaling $22,000 is any 
indication. j 


Chi Maestro Seeks Divorce 
Chicago, Nov. 16. 

Suit for divorce was filed here} 
Monday (15) by Hans Lange, asso- | 
ciate conductor of Chicago Sym-| 
phony orchestra, on charge that his | 
wife deserted him, refusing to ac- | 


Lange, a native of Germany, ha: | 
4.1 *9 


ITALIAN, NAZI 
BAN ON DIVAS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 16. 
Italy and Germany have clamped 
down on exporting opera singers, 
Edward Johnson, general manaer 
of the Metropolitan Op, told the 

Met’s Philly committee last week. 
‘In these totalitarian states,’ he 
said, ‘frontiers are now virtually 
closed against the export of singers. 
Both governments are actually in the 
opera producing business. I waited 


six weeks this summer for a new 
diva, but she failed to leave Ger- 
many.’ 

As a result, Johnson stated, the 


Met has had to depend on its own 
artists, such as Lily Pons, Lauritz 
Melchior and Kirsten Flagstad, or 
develop unknowns. 

Committee agreed on Bellini’s 
‘Norma’ to preem season at the 
Academy of Music, Nov. 30. “Tristan 
and Isolde,’ with Flagstad, is another | 
definite choice. Six others are to be 
selected. 





St. Louis Opera Signs 
Laholm, German Tenor 


St. Louis, Nov. 16. 

Alvin Laholm, Wagnerian tenor of 
the Dresden, Berlin and Stuttgart 
opera companies, has been signed by 
cable for the title role in the St. 
Louis production of ‘Lohengrin,’ 
with Maria Jeritza in the Municipal 
Auditorium, Dec. 6. The long dis- 
tance transaction was made by Guy 
Golterman, head of the St. Louis 
Grand Opera Co., which will present 
its annual fall season here. 

Golterman also has announced that 
Miss Erna Sack, Dresden soprano, 
has been engaged for the role of 
Rosina in “The Barber of Seville’ 
Monday (22). As a bally for opening 
opera Miss Sack sang over KWK, 
local station, Sunday (14). 





Monteux Alimony Suit 


An attachment against the property 
of Pierre Benjamin Monteux, con- 
ductor of the National Broadcasting 
Co.’s symphony orchestra, was filed 
Monday (15) in N. Y. Supreme Court 
by attorneys for the leader’s former 
wife, Germaine Marianne Monteux, 
who claims $6,302 is owed her for | 
support. | 

The couple were divorced in Paris 
in 1928. 








i Concert Review 





PHIL DUEY 


Town Hall, N. V., Nov. 9%, 
Pisane 
accompaniments 


Sone recital, 
"37, $2.20 top HeCEMoaN iments. Mele 
Rozen: guitar Careon 
Robison 


Radio baritone is not cut out for 
the concert stage. Voice is 
uneven and lacks either the strength 
or color necessary. Also, he seems 
temperamentally unsuited to any- 
thing heavier than amiable ballads— 
and few sinzvers have been able to 
make them draw at the wicket. 
However, Duey has an unusually 


easy and invratiating platform per- | 
| sonality. 


He is big enough and 
pleasant enough looking to be a pos- 
sibility for pictures if spotted in a 
suitable part, properly directed and 
given the right songs. 

Offerings on last week’s program 
ranged from Mozart, 
Hugo Wolf, Moussorgsky and De- 
bussy to Charles Ives, Jacques Wolfe 
und several folk songs. Singer was 
definitely out of his depth. on_ the 
lassical stfections. °° °°’ ‘ Hobe. 


| the 


| caused 


rough, | 


Beethoven, | 


Sa ae OT _#—— 


Attendance Embarrassing’; Politics 
Educ. League Ferimes Can't Ta’: It 


+ 





George V. Denny, of the League 
for Political Education, has been 
opening the group’s meetings at 
Town Hall, N. Y., with explanations 
and apologies for the overcrowding. 
He states that the present member- 
ship is around 3,700, but at one time 
there were as many as 4.800 sub- 
scribers without the embarrassing 
attendance that, starting with the ap- 
pearance of Dorothy Thompson, has 
marked this scason. 


Temporary stopvage of further 
membershins and sales of one-time 
i $1.50 tickets until 1!) a.m. are cited 


| by Denny as steps taken to alleviate 


ne present congestion. Exec admits 
inat the whole subscription theory 
of the Leatue has been based upon 
the assumption that all of the mem- 


ers never show up at any one lec- 
ture. 

Fectors arousing criticism among 
League members have included the 
‘no seats’ siluaiion which has re- 
sulied in glutting of the balcony 
alsles with standees and the taking 
care of ovcrflow in the c_u>reoms via 
loudspeakers but naturally out of 


view of the speaker on the platform. 

Pressure for desirable seats under 
a unreserved policy has also created 
sardine-like lobby crowding 
prior to the door-opening. This has 
some friction among the 
dowagers who can't take it from 
neighboring elbows. 

Management's delay in opening the 
doors and allowing the crowd to get 
so dense that discomfort results has 
occas oned the charge that the sav- 
ing of electricity is hardly a justifica- 
tion. 





-AGMA’S UNION PLANS 


SET FOR SUBMISSION 


Committee to draw up a basic con- 
tract for singers in the Metropolitan 
Opera Co., N. Y., was selected by the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
yesterday (Tuesday). In addition to 
recognition, wage minimums, etc., it 
is understood the contract will be 
revised so as not to include the 
elause giving exclusive right to sing- 
ers in all other fields, including pix 
and radio, even between opera sea- 
sons. 

Other matters acted upon at the 
session included approval of co- 
eperating with the N. Y. Theatre 
Authority, arrangements for the an- 
nual AGMA benefit show, and plans 
for dickering with the Chicago and 
San Francisco opera companies. 
Cocktail party for all Met singers 
has been skedded for Dec. 4 at the 
New York home of Queena Mario, 
Effort will be made at that time to 
line up new members with the 
AGMA. Organization claims it now 
has 78% of the Met membership, but 
will wait until it has about 95% be- 
fore seeking recognition, etc. 

Meeting with Frank Pelosi, of the 
Civic Grand Opera Co. of Philadel- 
phia, is skedded for this afternoon 
and AGMA expects a Guild shop 
contract to be signed at that time. 
Group has verbal agreements with 
Alfreddo Salmagi and Fortune Gallo, 
but hopes to sign them to contracts, 
too. Possibility the Guild may call 
a walkout if Salmaggi resists, since 
AGMA has almost the entire Hippo- 
«ome Co. organized. Leo Fischer, 
executive secretary of the Guild, 
goes to Chicago to huddle with the 
opera management there next week. 


Ted Shawn Mich. Click 


Kalamazoo, Mich., Nov. 16. 
Ted Shawn and his all-male ballet 
group appe red here last Tuesday 
(9) at Central High School Audi- 


| torium. 


Thouth the seating capacity of this 
auditorium is 2,784, the house was 
completely sold out and overflow 
seats filled the orchestra pit. 


FT. WAYNE CONCERT SEASON 
Fort Wayne, Nov. 16. 

Lily Pons, Josef Lhevinne, the St. 
Louis Symphony orchestra, Gaspar 
Cassade, Spanish cellist, and Fowler 
and Tamara, classical dancers, will 
appear in Fort Wayne this season 
under the auspices of the Communi- 
ty Concert association. Lhevinne 
starts season at the Shrine theatre, 
Nov. 30. 

The St. Louis orchestra will be 
heard Jan, 20, and Miss Pons is set 
for March 30. Tickets sold on series’ 
basis. deat i : 
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Football 


By Dick Fishell 





Coming down the home stretch in 
as dizzy a season as we have ever 
had, borne out by the fact that at) 
this writing there is only one major 
football team in the nation that re- 
mains untied and unbeaten. That 
happens to be Alabama, and who 
knows what the next two weeks will 
bring. 

That Auburn outfit is really sweet | 
and they’ve come along to rate as 
one of the best in the southern ter- 
ritory. Georgia.is just another ball 
club and this one should be a good- 
sized victory for Auburn. 

Boston U. at Boston College 

Throw out all records, and they’d 
better throw out the knives and brass | 


Auburn at Georgia 





last week, but don’t see how they 
can have difficulty with this State 
team. They’re long favorites and 
should win rather handily. 


Duquesne at Marquette 
A pathetic season for Marquette, 
with injuries hampering them no lit- 
tle. Look for the Dukes to climb all 
over them and go to town. 
Georgia Tech at Florida 
Simms and Konneman are two 
nifty backs who will run riot over a} 
mediocre Florida squad. Tech can’t | 
miss here. 
St. Mary’s at Fordham 
The Galloping Gaels of St. Mary’s, 
who have bhecome football gypsies, 
traveling throughout the nation to 
play a bit of football, are afraid to go 





' toter out of the line-up. 


_ just missed. 
_ upset the cart here and look for a 


i 
8 
: 
q 
' 








* 
Probable Footbal! Winners 
And Proper Odds 
(Nov. 20, 1937) 
By DICK FISHELL 
GAME WINNER ODDS 
Auburn at Georgia............---- pA Se ee ere 12/5 
Boston U at Bosten College........ Boston Colleze ........--+e68 8 ‘5 
California at Stanford.............. Ce 5 os dc bs tn oa oe beees 2/1 
Carnegie Tech at Holy Cross...... BE GG ess 6 vnc p ccc scene 1/5 
Chicago at Illimois..............--- OS BRP Ae eer eee 2/1 
Colgate at Syracuse.........-..++: MOORNOD 0 5.65 s kc.c cides ce teean 5/6 
Dartmouth at Columbia............ Dartmouth 66. cece seccecese 12/5 
Duke at North Carolina Siate...... ECE ETS EERE EEE ETE 3/1 
Duquesne at Marquette............ Fe ere rere er rer rir 12/5 
Georgia Tech at Florida............ CGC OOM ois cs ce kseccse 3/1 
St, Mary’s at Fordham............. WeeGe Ss Sasa ss sees es 5/2 
Maryland at Georgetown.......... DEE. pas ike i040 6a nakene 6/5 
Yale at Harvard... .....-cceccccces BO  ickk eck edes bs cect Renee q 5 
Purdue at Indiana..............-++- ee a ee ee ay 9/5 
Towa at Nebraska..........---+-++- POR es ccdesc eds cicses 2/1 
Lafayette at Lehigh...............- PIES Sin cit ba ekce we bawce'es » 9/5 
Niagara at Manhattan.............. ND 86.6 5 06 0c cds ison ees 3/1 
Ohio State at Michigan............ SP TINUEETS: Speasecces denen » oath 
Wisconsin at Minnesota............ I iia og d baccien co aeayd 12/5 
Notre Dame at Northwestern...... PO HUONG: h.o6.csscdaces cs ° 7/5 
Oregon at Washington........... NR 55 86 KS is wae F000 5% e 2/1 
Washington State at Oregon State. .Oregon State .............+ 8/5 
Penn State at Pittsburgh........... PP sks ocd vccae bebe dae 4/ 1 
Navy at Princeton................- OD iden eee cS sexes eetcre ss 2/1 
SMU at UCLA...8..cccceeese scenes EE Palko svat edcdeescd ite Even 
Villanova at Temple.............. FD 5s wow bbe Ke cvens . 8/5 
(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. 








knuckles, too, Everything goes in 
this one, but on paper BC is a 
stronger outfit than BU and, there- 
fore, on that cxtra power, look for a 
Boston College’ win. 
California at Stanford 
They'll crown the Rose Bowl rep- 

resentative on the result of this 
game, Stanford’s record looks im- 
pressive, but last week in scoring 
25 points, they failed to put on a 
successful drive at any time. Cal has 
the talent, the reserves and the 
coaching to win easily and represent 
the Pacific Coast. 

Carnegie Tech at Holy Cross 

2ch has been an_ inconsistent 
eleven and may rise to heights. The 


‘ Holy Cross Crusaders are as good 


as Osmansky feels. Their only bad 
games were played with this bali 
He's in 
good shape and should provide the 
margin of victory. 
Chicage at [ilinois 

Zuppke’s Illinois club has been 
surprisingly strong, while at Chicago 
they’ve almost won some games but 
Don’t think they can 


devisive Illinois triumph. 
Colgate at Syracuse 

The Orance has the edge, but Col- 
gate has had dissension within the 
ranks and has played lackadaisical 
ball up to this point. From all re- 
ports everything is now serene in 
the Chenango Valley and there’s 
something about an Orange jersey 
that makes a Colgater see red and 
play inspired football. Syracuse, 
surprisin“ly enough, doesn’t block 
well and its running attack is nil. 
They have failed to make two con- 
secutive first downs all season. Col- 
gate’s had two weeks of rest, just 
pointing for the one game which will 
make their season a successful one 
and, we hate to say it, but my 


Syracuse alma mammy will take the | 


short end. 
Dartmouth at Columbia 

There’s no longer any question, 
this Dartmouth eleven has really got 
it. They can put the pressure on at 
any time. they’re well coached, they 
turn up a new back each week that 
can do everything and it’s too much 
manpower for an under-sized Colum- 
bia team. 

Duke at North Carolina State 

The Duke Blue Devils dropped a 
‘surprising game to North Carolina 


home. because the mortgage has run 
out on their homestead. They've 
taken more than their share of beat- 
ings from everybody, while Ford- 
ham, still undefeated, must win that 
game to attain that Rose Bowl possi- 
bility. The Rams will grab this one 
and should go to the Bowl. 


Maryland at Georgetown 
In a close game with a better of- 
fensive Maryland machine a slight 
favorite, believe Maryland will out- 
score the Hill Toppers to win by a 
slight margin, 


Yale at Harvard 

The classic of the Big Three this 
season, with a lot of experts favoring 
the Harvards. Harvard will gain 
more yardage on the ground, but will 
make too many mistakes. The Eli 
squad, led by Clint Frank, are oppor- 
tuuists and will capitalize to get the 
decision, 





Purdue at Indiana 

This one may be the upset of the 
day. This Purdue has the stuff, but 
for some reason has bogged down. 
On paper Indiana is strong, and look 
for them to win. 

Iowa at Nebraska 

The Corn Huskers, if they haven't 
lost too much zip because of the 
Pittsburgh beating, should bound 
back to trim Iowa in a bruising ball 
game. 

Lafayette at Lehigh 

More of the tradition stuff, with 
undefeated Lafayette a huge favor- 
ite. However, anything may happen. 
Lafayette is too well coached to be 
upset by Lehigh. 

Niagara at Manhattan 

This Manhattan team has done all 
right. Chick Meehan can be mighty 
proud, and the boys won’t let down 
|this week against a hard-fighting 
crew from upstate. Manhattan to 
win, 

Ohio State at Michigan 

The hipper dipper of Ohio State’s 
Buckeyes will bewilder Michigan and 
enable the Ohio club to pound out a 
| close victory. 
' Wisconsin at Minnesota 

Here’s another great setun for an 
upset. However,the Gophers have lost 
more than their share in this cam- 
paign, and think they'll put out to 
overpower Wisconsin. 

Notre Dame at Northwestern 

It’s an improved Irish squad each 

|week. They can come in fast, while 








Fishell’s .624 


Confining himself to picking 
winners of the toughest battles 
in each section of the coun- 
try, Variety’s forecaster, Dick 
Fishell, has compiled a record 
of 105 wins in 161 selections. 
List of tie games, of which there 
were 17, is tipoff on closeness of 
games and the general difficulty 
this season. 

Check on past Saturday’s 
games shows 19 wins, 7 losses. 
Four of the seven lost were ties. 
Brings season’s winning per- 
centage to .624. Tossing ties out 
figure reaches .729. 








ing in the same gait. 
Notre Dame win. 


Oregon at Washington 
Oregon is one of the poorer of the 
Coast elevens, while the Washington 
Huskies, after a bad start, have come 
along. Washington by two touch- 
downs. 

Washington State at Oregon State 
Two State institutions, but the 
Oregon gang has the better record 
and seems to have a great deal more 
scoring punch that should carry them 
through. 

Penn State at Pittsburgh 
Somebody can make a lot of money 
if the unexpected should happen 
here. The odds are prohibitive, and 
the Pitt Panthers, the best football 
machine in the nation, should hav- 
no difficulty in winning by foui 
touchdowns, 

Navy at Princeton 
Princeton has nothing but a lot of 
uniforms they send on that fiel* eac’ ! 


This will be a 


‘Saturday, while Navy, potentially, is 


a great squad. The Middies never 
really have shown their best football, 
but believe they will this week to 
down the Tigers. 
SMt' at UCLA 
These are a lot of letters, but on 
past performances, when you put 
them all together, they only spell a 
victory for Southern Methedist be- 
cause of their excellent aerial game. 
Villanova at Temple 

Temple, a good defensive unit, will 
be powerless to halt the Villanova 
overhead game. This Villanova at- 
tack is a well-rounded one, and be- 
lieve they’ll click against the Owls. 





Ice Revues 











(Continued from page 59) 





is a gaucho dance, with Ann Taylor 
as soloist, with six gauchos in strik- 
ing black and white costumes with 
serapes of orange and white swirled 
across their shoulders. The entire 
second half of the program is devot- 
ed to Latin-American groups, the 
pair-skating champions, Uksila and 
Vida, contributing their version of 
the rhumba, and the.chorus giving 
Texita, a modified Spanish number. 

The bull fight, a comical number 
with two skaters forming the fero- 
cious ‘el toro’ that finally vanquished 
the toreador, is one of the hits of the 
show. 

Frenchy MHebert’s clowning, in 
which he mixed a bit of truckin’ with 
his glides and tumbles, draws much 
applause. 

Herman Lamazar’s _ incredibly 
speedy figure skating, Charles Had- 
lett’s barrel-jumping feats and Don 
Condon’s stilt-skating likewise en- 
thusiastically received. 

Dorothy ‘Lewis’ intricate figure 
skating in solor and in pair dancing 
with Genevieve Trojan; acrobatic 
numbers by Merkel and Marlene, 
and waltzes by Uksila and Vida com- 
pleted the program of feature acts. 

The line of 16 girls in the chorus 
showed a lack of precision, due to 
insufficient rehearsal time, but with 
smoothing which comes with addi- 
tional performangés should be quite 
effective. Costumes are striking. 
particularly the classical number. 

The revue opens its tour in In- 
dianapolis next Friday (19). 


Cleve’s ‘Ice Follies’ 
Cleveland, Nov. 16. 

Shipstad & Johnson’s ‘Ice Follies 
of 1938’ put Al Sutphin’s $1,200,000 
Arena definitely on the local map 
last week, baptizing the new 9,000- 
capacity sports emporium with near- 
capacity houses for five days. 

Ice spectacle on opening (10) was 
attended by 8,000 of the town’s brass 
hats and blue bookers, from the 
mayor to leading sportsmen. Sec- 
ong night drew 5,500; third, 8,500. 
Averaging $1.40 per seat, although 
$3.30 is tops, troune expected to 
gross at least $40,000 for five-day 
run. 

Arena to be home quarters of Sut- 
phin’s Barons, hockey team, staging 
its first exhibilion game against New 
York Rangers here Nov. 17. Setup 
of floor is so flexible that wrestling, 
boxing matches and musical produc- 
tions are being penciled in on alter- 





| Northwestern has not been improv- 





nate nights. 


‘ big apple contests. 
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MAYFAIR, BOSTON 


(Continued from page 58) 


up is a healthy ditty called ‘Re- 
member Me,’ sold suavely. 

Joe Smith and his band are back 
for a second season and their sub- 
dued but danceable music apparently 
fills the bill for both diners and 
dancers. Fox. 


RAINBOW GRILL, N.Y. 


The Rainbow Grill has caught on 
big of late, which must be ascribed 
in no small measure to the yeoman 
efforts of Alice Glover and Walter 
LaMae with their painstaking dance 


instruction and m.c.’ing of free-for- 
all competitions, plus their own in- 
dividual showmanship as exhibition 
terpers. It explains why Glover and 
T.aMae have been up here for many 
months, almost a record cénsecutive 
run for any team (about eight 
months all told), and are elevated 
into the swanky Rainbow Room this 
week. 


They originated an idea of a bottle 
of' wine and/or a free dinner to 
stand-outs from the audience in 
waltz, fox, shag, tango, rhumba and 
That has made 
for quite a bit of spontaneous fun 
and falling as it does around 9:30- 
10:30, it has created a second dinner 
audience for the Grill to supplement 
the early diners who want to get 
away for the theatre, etc. 


Besides their own finished ball- 
roomology in formal aftire, they 
come back for the supplementary 
session with the tango-rhumba in- 
structions, and also conducta FF). ¥ 
sfternoon Latin-music dansant, aloug 
similar lines so that they have really 
pepped up the Grill. 

New dance band is Eddy Rogers, 
and very good, too. He succeeds Em- 
ery Deutsch, now on tour. 


Another innovation is that of Dr. 
Sidney Ross, another standard atop 
the Rockefeller Center nitery belt, 
who continues his intime work at 
the tables but is now additionally 
stepping out with a solo magic rout- 
ine on the floor itself. And very 
good, too, although his mystifying 
manne:v of working at the tables, 
close up to the patrons, is what 
reaily has distinguished him here. 

Evelyn Myers with her pianology 
likewise alternates between both 
rooms. Withal, with suave Peter at 
the door, the Rainbow Grill is a 
clicko, informal and moderately 
scaled ($2 table d’hote). Abel. 


CAVALIER, N. Y. 


Jack Osterman, who came out of 
the ether to stage a comeback for 
himself and put Mario’s Mirador, pop 
Broadway resort, more definitely on 
the map, opened here fortnight ago, 
but has no piece of the place, as re- 
ported. Harry Butler is operating 
the club, an attractively appointed 
room of medium proportions, which 
retains the decorations of the old 
Venezia club, but it’s still Broadway- 
esque and easily priced as to drinks 
and food, 


Show, written by Vincent Valen- 
tini and staged by Mildred Ray, is 
mostly Osterman, as might be ex- 
pected, but. delivers a good punch 
through team of Bob and Fleurette 
Gilbert (New Acts), as well as 
Jackie Maye. Latter is a clever fe- 
male impersonator, Maye not only 
sells songs well in ladies’ rags, but 
works effectively with Osterman in 
a gag sequence, 

Osterman is here with new mate- 
rial, except for the satire on Fred 
Astaire, very clever, and the ‘Red, 
Red Robin’ song, which he did at the 
Mirador. He performs with ease 
and = smartness, actually looks 
younger than he did a year ago and 
has completely lost the nasal inter- 
ference a bad sinus case caused. This 
injured his work a little at the Mira- 
dor, but, of course, couldn’t be 
helped then. 


Gilberts do a modernistic Congo, 
as well as a paraphrase on ‘Rain,’ 
both clever. It’s an uncle and niece 
combination that should come quick- 
ly to notice. Show includes a dan- 
cer, Kay Lazelle, who does well in 
tap routines, and a group of 12 girls 
costumed better than average for a 
popularly-priced spot of this type. 

Orchestra is Roger Steele’s, which 
rates satisfactory and has chances of 
moving up the ladder in the swing 
division. Char. 


CHIQUITO-37 


Paris, Nov. 8. 

This one is a new one in the old 
spot used by Mon Paris. Located in 
the Champs-Elysees district, Chiqui- 
| to-37 is out to catch the in-between- 
;ers. Prices here are some 30% to 
40% lower .than near by. Floor 
show is reckoned on a scale to hold 
its own while jazz and tango bands 
are there to peddle plenty of music. 

Ambitious though it is for its size 
and prices charged, talent is not ex- 
ceptional save for one or two num- 
bers. Jerry Andrews, American 
dancer, shows talent and showman- 
ship with two interpretative offer- 














ings. Carola does nicely with some 
dancing, contortions and skating, 


Maria Stephanides, femme singer 
billed tops, possesses a fair voice but 
lacks something. Alex Marodon, 
male singer, is standard only. Line 
of six gals was set by Ali-Riza. It 
lacks unison, but way up on looks. 


Alex Marodon takes the opener 
with a song backed by femmes. Ac. 
tion starts when Andrews makes hig 
first appearance in a modernistic 
offering. 

Carola does okay with a semi-con- 
tortion number backed by chorus in 
costumes that allow black lace and 
silver sequins to be draped. (Cos- 
tumes are again the outstanding ob- 
ject of a tin soldier march. 


Stephanides in her first song is 
followed by Jerry Andrews, on for 
some near exotic antics. Carola’s 
roller skating is hampered by small 
flocr. 


Show is announced as ‘Scandal 
Folies 38’ of New York, with gals 
being peddled as Americans, but ac- 
tually the chorus is made up of one 
American, one German, one French 
and three English girls, all engaged 
in Paris, 


George Johnson, formerly at Villa 
d’Este, furnishes swing with his 
seven-piece band, and Genara with a 
band of six handles the tango end. 


Spot should go because of the price 
range, with a tea-dansant for less 
than a dollar, a fixed price dinner for 
a little over two, and the “woiks” for 
less than three. Show, however, 
needs lots of. doctoring and some 
smooth flow injected, Ralph Camyll 
is m.c.; Marcel Lutrand, artistic di- 
rector, while young M. Aldo, inter- 
ested in undertaking, «es -vell on 
receiving end. 


GRAND TERRACE 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Chicago has had to have a spot 
sporting a colored floor show since 
the beginning of time, and Ed Fox 
and his Grand Terrace have filled 
that need for a good many years, 
first at the South Park avenue loca- 
tion and currently at his new place 
just north, but still in the heart of 
the Harlem belt. With each show 
Fox seems to go in for more and 
more production, elaborate costumes, 
and better entertainers. Present bill 
is no exception. 


Earl Hines and his orchestra are 
at their best. Their handling of the 
show accompaniment is strong, yet 
their dance music surpasses what 
they do in the show. Loud and 
swingy—qualities a band should have 
for a spot offering colored enter- 
tainment,. 


Several acts on the current bill are 
holdovers from the previous editions, 
and deservedly so. Of these Allen 
and Anise and Ada Brown take first 
honors, with Billy Adams following 
closely. Allen and Anise are among 
the best of the colored adagio teams 
in appearance and in work. Row- 
tines, semi-acrobatic, are colorful 
and well executed. 

Ada Brown has a naturalness and 
enthusiasm of style, and she makes 
the most of them, whether selling a 
hot song or clowning with the four- 
foot Billy Adams. In his summer's 
run at the spot Billy Adams has won 
a following with dancing and dead- 
pan comedy. 

Another holdover is the tapping 
team of Son and Sonny. Both boys 
are at their peak in the present 
show, doing personality stuff. Still 
another holdover, Mayes and Mor- 
rison, girl tap team, are doing okay, 
as on former editions of the show. 

Three singers are spotted during 
the evening: Ida James, slim gal. who 
makes up in appearance what she 
lacks in vocal qualities; James Miller. 
another newcomer, who classifies as 
a baritone dud with a seemingly 
overpowering desire to *o dramatic 
in a third-rate way. Then there's 
Dorothy Derrick, of last summer's 
show, who has improved. : 

Bill uses a line of 16 dancing girls, 
and four show gals. They’re all neat, 
well matched and costumed in good 
style. As staged, show has sveed 
and plenty of talent. First show—at 
midnight—on evenine caught~ had 
lace comfortably filled. with the 
hulle of the trade not due until the 
early morning shots. Loop. 


LA RUE'’S, N. Y. 


This class restaurant has decided to 
feature its kitchen, two dance bands 
ond an occasional songstress. and is 
finding the new pattern quite suc- 
cessful. Heretofore essaving a mod- 
erate name, the supper biz (couvert 
charge trade) never quite panned 
out. Dinner was always good, so that 
sort of fell in anyway. 

New scheme of things retains 
Eddie Davis with his excellent dan‘%- 
pation, fortified by Joseph C. Smith 
(remember the old Plaza?) with a 
relief combo, It is wniaue in itse't. 
since Smith, while doing the walt 
and rhumha sessions for the 10-11 
%. m. interlude, is alco effective as 4 
hasie dance band. Thus LaRue’s has 
tw tivton combos. 

Betty Bryant is the songstress. 2"4 
okay. too. with her vocal inter", 


‘chiefly with the Davis band. Abet 
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: | re ; :, 
the Deutsches Opera, to Chicago! rie, his producer, must finish his role 
Br oadway middle of November. London in ‘The Vessel of Wrath.’ Hollywood 
Dusolina Giannini giving guest per- | Writing to a friend in London, Eric 
; formance in Verdi's ‘Forza del Des- | Maschwitz thinks ‘Room Service’ is ; 
Nathan Zatkin now agenting | tin’ at the State opry. | ‘Sapper,’ famous war novelist, left | the funniest farce he has seen in Lovise Campbell holidaying in 
‘Many Mansions.’ * Dr. Francisco Pinhero-Guimaraes, | $130,000. years, but is doubtful whether it | Chi. 


Horace McMahon threatens to re- 
turn from Hollywood. 

Sheila Barrett will top Louis So- 
pol’s unit at the State, Dec. 2. 

George Buck is company manager 
of ‘Hurricane,’ roadshow film at 
Astor. 

Lorenz Hart has donated entire 
ne.. set of chinaware to Actors’ 
Ki'chen. 

New vaude combo will be Pinky 
Lee and Olive Sibley, comedy 
twosome. 

Arthur Howard, sales promoter | 
with Astor hotel, has switched to the | 
French Casino. 

Beth Brown and the estate of Sam | 
Shipman settled with Jack Curtis on | 





‘‘Behind Red Lights.’ 


Ruth Rich, sec to Gus Eyssell at 
the Music Hall, vacationing in Holly- | 
wood and Mexican points. 

Auction of French period furni- | 
ture by Mrs. Henry Fonda at An-| 
derson 4rt Galleries this month. 

Quickest click of the season is La 
Conga, Cuban nitery, which fiivved* 
several times until the new policy. | 

Max Gendel has gone to Chicago | 
to take i crack at the film distribut- | 
ing biz. Is representing Mayer" &'| 
Burstyn. 

Marlene Dietrich sails from Paris 
today (Wed:) for New York, pro- 


Paramount studio. 
Ruth Morris read five plays in one 
day. Then went home to bed. Had 


‘a ttightmare that fivé demented type- 


writers were rewriting her. ‘ 
Reported Monte Proser, the pub- 
licist, has’ a piece of the Kit Kat 
club, but actually he’s personal rep 
for some of the talent therein. 
Association of Foreign Press Cor- 


“respondents will be guests of Warner 


Bros. Thursday (18) at a studio partv 
at the Vitaphone studios in Brook- 


yn. 

Milt Gross is casting his legit play, 
as yet unfinished and _ untitled. 
Wanted Madge Evans for the lead, 
but she had pic commitments and no 
could do. 

George Rector recently threatened 
action against a cafeteria that opened 
up on the site of the original Rector’s 
on Broadway and used that name. 
Eatery changed to Hector’s and that 
was that. 

Notre Dame-Army game, always 
regarded as No. 2 best next to New 


* Year’s so far as N. Y. nite life is 


concerned, lived up to expectations 
despite the downpour that kept many 
away from the game itself. 

Dinner for Rachel Crothers will. be 
tossed at Town Hall Club on Nov. 
21. Partial list of other guests of 
honor include John Golden, Brock 
Burns Mantle, Edith 
Taliaferro and Lucille Watson. 

. After many years at 56th and Fifth 
avenue, where Universal formerly 
had its home offices, Universal news- 
reel is moving to the Ninth avenue 
_€xchange center. Figures to _ 
s. 


_ up shipments and be closer to la 


Among the express purposes that 


* brought George Arliss to America 
* Was again to see his old friend, Win- 


throp Ames, who'd written him of 

his. illness. But Ames died a da 

after Arliss embarked from England. 
Some of the acts have been ex- 


" pressing themselves over the benefit 
they did Monday night at the Astor 


hotel for Local 802, AFM, but that 
when there’s a theatrical charity the 
musicians insist on being paid, re- 
Zardless. 

Grover Jones’ Satevepost two-part 
story on how ‘52d Street’ (Wanger) 
Was made is a good trailer for Leon 
& Eddie's, even though Eddie Davis 
asked for $25,000 to be in the picture, 
and then didn’t care to make the 
Hollywood hop. 

Walter Winchell had to train him- 
self back into the a.m. hours, now 
that he’s ve-covering Broadway for 
the Mirror, He did it by staying up 
an hour longer every night, and then 

ok to chasing excitement via his 
police radio set. Incidentally, ‘Love 
and Hisses,’ second Winchell-Bernie 
Pic, being held back for Xmas re- 
lease, hes a Gordon and Revel theme 
song, ‘I Want to Be in Winchell’s 
Column,’ which Feist publishes. 


Berlin 


Sigrid Onegin concerting at Beet- 
ovensaal. 


‘Wings of the Morning’ (20th) at 
the Capitol. ‘ 

Eugen Jochum batoning in Naples 
and Rome end of November. 

Victor de Sabata here from Rome 
to conduct Berlin Philharmonic orch. 

Greta Keller, known in the States 
through her waxing, giving a con- 
cert. 

Fritz Riecke. for years musical su- 
pervisor at Ufa, died after a short 
illness; 

Exteriors begun on Gerhard Haupt- 
mann’s “Beaver Fur,’ with Heinrich 
George. 

B. E Luthge, who has dubbed 
ed F veep pix, on his way to 

Wilhelm Furtwaengler conducting 
three performances of Wagner's 
Meistersinger.’ 
_ Paula Wessely up from Vienna for 
annual guest performances at the 











Deutsches theatre. 
Eyvind Laholm, chamber singer of 


a 8 Ric ¢ ey 40% Liv 


journalist from Rio de Janeiro, giv- 
ing Tobis studio the 0.o. 

Greta's ‘Camille,’ soon to be 
preemed, has drawn the national 
rating of ‘artistically valuable.’ 

While ‘Way Out West’ is running 
at the Marmorhaus, another Laurel- 
Hardy combo, ‘Fra Diavolo,’ is at the 
Kamera. 

Theo Mackeben, w.k. cleffer, to 
London to do the notes for Rene 
Clair’s new flicker with Maurice 
Chevalier. 

Oldest Gothic organ in the world 
of famous St. Sebastian church at 
Nuremberg being restored. 
back to 1443. 


Paris 


Eddie Knight in town. 

Bruno Walter expected. 

The Four Co-Eds at ABC. 

Mauricet off to Belgium. 

Harry Latz visiting Riviera. 

Joe Sperry at Harlem Club. 
Mirielle Ballin to Hollywecd. 
Elen Dosia off for New York. 
Gecrge Slocombe to Amerie 
Ynez la Vail at Le Grande Jeu. 
Myrtle Watkins at Villa d’Este. 
Arthur Gaines at Harlem Club. 
Jean Tranchant at Cafe Florian. 
Estelle and Le Roy at Bagatelle. 
Stell Anderson here for concert. 
‘Tahiti’ new Montmartre nightie. 
Ray Ventura back from America. 
Paul Berny off for South America. 
Mirille married to Emmanuel Berl. 


Edmond T. Greville in from Lon- | 


don. 


R-K-O going into pic production | 


here. 

Stedmann 
York. 

Dave Hacker and June 
ABC. 

Mexican 
open. 

Germaine Aussey back to Holly- 
wood. 

French critics liking ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(U-A). 

Paul Colline appearing Chez. Ray 
Ventura, 

Benny Carter and band at Boeuf- 
sur-le-Toit. 

Marian Anderson 
Salle Gaveau. 

Vanni-Marceau concerting at The- 
atre Chatelet. 

Universal moving 
Champs-Elysees. 

Jean Clement 
City dance hall. 

American film 
new restrictions. 

New Cinema Biarritz 
Champs-Elysees. 


Jones in from New 


expo building finally 


recitaling at 


offices to 
singing. at Magic 
interests fearing 


open on 


Claude Levy, mayor of Orleans, | 


writing scenarios. 
Raquel Meller off for South Amer- 
ica for long tour. 


Pierre Ducis to film operetta, ‘Au | 


Soleil de Marseille.’ 

‘La Grande Illusion,’ French war 
pic, banned in Italy. 

George Johnson's 
over to Chiquito Club. ; 

Curtis String Quartet concerting 
at Salle Ecole Normal. . 

Alice Field and Lyne Celvers in- 
jured in auto accident. 

Cookie Faye signing for 
Casino de Paris revue. 

‘Volpone’ passing 600th perform- 
ance at Theatre 1|’Atelier. 

Jules Ladoumergue on 
Cirque Medrano offering. : 

‘La Belle Saison,’ operetta starring 
Lucienne Boyer, closing. 

Leon Michael again taking over 
direction of Lune-Rousse. : 

Jerry Andrews topping bill at 
newly ovened Chiquito Club. 

‘Pamplemousse’ passing 200th per- 
formance at Theatre Daunou. 

‘Madame Bovary’ closing at Thea- 
tre Montparnasse after long run. 

Lily Lamb ‘Miss Paris 1937’ mak- 
ing cabaret debut at Sheherazade. 

Bernard Helda’s band playing for 
American Automobile Club show. 

Cost of: wearing Legion of Honor 
red ribbon boosted by French govt. 

Robert Quinault engaged by Mitty 
Goldin to set new revue at Mogador. 

Duke of Windsor speeching at 
Anglo-American press club luncheon. 

Bobbe Joyce packing for home 
after five months at Chatelet Thea- 
tre. 

Cecile Sorel adding ‘Confessions’ 
to ‘Memoirs’ for American publica- 
tion. 

Maurice Chevalier in from London 
—again topping Casino de Paris re- 
vue. 

Writer Maurice Dekobra turning 
director for ‘Le Carnaval des Spec- 
tres.’ 

‘Sixieme’ Etage.’ new play by Al- 
fred Gheri opening at Theatre des 
Arts. 

French government trying to make 
up mind about expo opening next 
year. 

Expo Pare des Attractions lower- 
ing admish—concessionnaires faring 
badly. ; 

Lamoureux orchestra concerting at 
Salle Gaveau under direction of 
Eugene Bigot. 

‘Les Deux Madame Caroll.’ play by 
Meg Villars and May Viterbo in re- 


band moving 


next 


current 


hearsal at Capucines, with Nilda Du- | 


plessy in lead. 

Vera Korene, Eric von Strohelm 
and Jean-Pierre Aumont signed by 
Jacques de Baroncelli for his next 
film, ‘L’Imperatrice de la Nuit.’ 
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Sidel- at | 


Mat. McKeigue on the sick list. 
| Uleer troubles. 


The Great Dante talking of retir- 
ing after next year. 


Archie Mayo spent several days in | 


| London en route to the continent. 
| Georges Bunya to make his initial 
| trip to Hollywood in three weeks. 
Al Lichtman taking a private peep 


at the progress of Television in Eng- | 


| land. 


|, Sir Seymour Hicks revived ‘It’s| Gijbert Miller tried to get Griffiths 
be I’ Want’ at the Cambridge,| Jones, but failed, as he has a London | 
ov. 6. | Films: contract, which has three 
Allan Aynesworth, character ac- | years to run. 
tor, celebrating his golden stage Russell Swann hit heftily by motox 
jubilee. car, just as he was on his way to 
‘Crozy Days,’ the Shaftesbury the | his cabaret show. Rushed to hospi- 
atre musical, lingering, with cast on | tal, missed his first show, and came | 
| 35% cut. back for the second show battered 


Emile Lime (Lime Trio) flying to 
Berlin for one day to see his mother, 
who is seriously ill. 

‘Stone and Lee to South Africa Jan. 
21, for six weeks with option, with 
Ausiralia to follow. 

Julius Hagen has just completed 
a coupla $45,000. pix for Metro, with 

|; two more scaeduled. 

| Gaudsmith. Brothers asked to play 
| return date in ‘St. Moritz,’ the Coli- 
| seum ice musical, next April: 

Bob Ritchie and Mickey Balcon 
appointed directors of Metro-Gold- 
| wyn-Mayer (London) Corporation. 
Ice Ballet at Covent Garden has 

changed over from twice nightly to 
;}once each evening, with two mati- 
neces, 

Ice shows now spreading to Paris, 
with the first one to be staged by 
Mitty Golden at the Mogador, 
| Dec. 18. 


Shuberts’ local scouts nibbling at 
‘It’s in the Bag,’ Landeau Rubens 
revue just produced at the Saville 
theatre. 


Current Cliff Fischer show at the¢ 
London Casino extended till end af 
January. Was _ intended to 
Christmas. 


Maximilian Truzzi going over to 
play in the new Cliff Fischer French 
Casino show, New York, due around 
December. 


Warner’ Brothers new picture 
house, on the former Daly’s theatre 
site, not likely to be ready before 
next August. 


Critics Circle giving complimen- 
tary dinner Dec. 6 to S. R. Little- 
wood, celebrating his 40 years: as a 
dramatic critic. 


‘Dead End’ set for the Gaumont, 
Haymarket, but not likely to get 
there before Christmas, owing to 
| previous bookings, 

Stoil Picture House running ‘Lost 
Horizon’ and ‘Night Must Fall’ on 
one “rogram, occupying nearly four 
hou; . »tus newsreel. 

Jacobo Glucksman, of the Glucks- 
man Brothers chain of cinemas in 
South America, looking over local 
product for his circuit. 

Noel Madison doing one for Wain- 
wrights, a Charles Woolf subsidiary, 
then off to Hollywood. But returns 
again early next year. 

Jackie cker, eldest daughter of 
Charlie Tucker, the ex-vaudevillian, 
and now agent, died at the age of 14. 
Had been sick for years. 

Jack Jackson and his band broad- 
casting from Normandy in Pond’s 
Face Powder programs, arranged by 
J. Walter Thompson Co. 

‘Return of the Scarlet Pimpernel’ 
goes to the Tivoli, a Gaumont-British 
house, as the Christmas. attraction, 
with ‘Stand-In’ to follow. 

‘Yank at Oxford,’ Metro’s picture 
at Denham, 11 days behind, due to 
indisposition of Maureen O’Sullivan 
and director Jack Conway. 
| ‘London After Dark’ closes at the 
| Apollo Nov. 20 after eight months’ 
|run, succeeded by the new J. B. 
Priestley play, ‘People at Sea.’ 

Embassy club taking up second op- 
tion on Ross and Stone at tilt in 
salary. Still another option left, and 
more than likely will be exercised. 

New musical comedy team now 
talked of are Arthur Riscoe and 
Elsie Randolph. Latter was former- 
ly leading lady to Jack Buchanan, 

Shooting has begun at Beaconsfield 
on ‘Blondes for Danger,’ new Gordon 
Harker comedy thriller for Herbert 
Wilcox, produced by Jack Raymond. 

Father of Betty Bruce, the star 
of the Cliff Fischer show at the 
London Casino, over here on 10 days’ 
vacation. Fischer paying for the 
trip. 

Oscar Deutsch’s Odeon, the former 
Alhambra, Leicester square, with 














traction, expected to do $45,000 first 
week. 

St. John Ervine’s latest, ‘Robert’s 
| Wife,’ replaces the short-lived ‘Blon- 
|die White’ at the Globe Nov. 23. 
|Owen Nares and Edith Evans head 
| the cast. 

| Captain Richard Norton, managing 
|director of Pinewood Studios, 
| stricken with flu, and turning his 
| bedroom into an office to receive 
_ business callers. 

| Daisy Kennedy, violinist widow of 
| John Drinkwater, assembling an ag- 
gregation of male musicians to make 
;a world tour with a string orchestra, 
| which she will conduct. 

| John Gielgud had to postpone 
| opening of ‘School for Scandal’ from 
| Nov. 18 to Nov. 25 as Tyrone Guth- 


ett 


ciose 
! 


‘Prisoner of Zenda’ as opening at- | Codrington, 


would be a hit in London. 

Ministry of Labor registering re- 
sentment of all-foreign program at 
Dorchester hotel cabaret; so Henry 
| Sherek’s lineup for .he next show 
will have 50% Engiish acts. 

Marjorie Dash, daughter of Irwin 
Dash, music publisher, playing the 
| part of a sec in the latest Arthur 
| Tracy picture being done at Pine- 
wood by Sinclair Hill and Templeton. 
Not being able to secure Robert 
| Donat for the lead in ‘Silent Knight,’ 








and bruised. 

Ned Clarke, RKO-Radio i.icidand 
represeiitative, wed local Paramount 
executive’s daughter, with Jack 
Kennedy and Jack de Wall. of Radio 


| London office, flying to Holland to | 


do a best men act. 

New Grosvenor 
due in Dec. 9. Georgie Hale will 
stage the dances and have his own 
line of gals. Ames and’ Arno, Burton 
Pierce and Billy Bennétt will be the 
acts, latter to emcee. : 


Sydney 


Walter J. Hutchinson on his way 
to New York. 

Marcus show reported doing splen- 
did: biz in Brisbane. 

Charles Munro, Hoyts, 
over Queensland interests. 

Arthur Gregory has resigned from 
20th-Fox as sales manager owing to 
ill health. 

George Applegate, chief W.E., will 


looking 


take a look-see over the territory, 

Ernest Turnbull moves in as g.m. 
tor 20th-Fox. Turnbull! will 
eare for British Domi: iors’ distribs. 

Ernest C. Rolls meeting with some 
success producing revues for the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission. 

Wet week-ends proving helpful to 
the theatre men by bringing b.o. biz 
through cancellation of sporting fix- 
tures. 

Mob is slowly moving out of the 
city to Melbourne to take in the 
racing season which will begin there 
early next month. 

Sir Ben Fuller ‘is hopeful that he 
will secure sufficient finance to per- 
mit the erection of a new theatre in 
this city some time in the new year. 

Looks like Stuart F. Doyle will be 
sticking abroad longer than intend- 
ed. Instructions have been received 


to let his flat for a further three 
months, 
‘Wings of the Morning’ (G-B) 


swings into eleventh week to re- 
markable biz. It’s the best Britisher 
to hit here in some years from the 
b.o. viewpoint. 

Uni's ‘Road Back’ was screened 
before the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Lyons) in Canberra late last week. 
Pie will be roadshown throughout 
commonwealth later. 

Williamson-Tait have a real hit 
with ‘Balalaika,’ sfarring Robert 
Halliday and Margaret Adams. 
Legiter easily swings into seventh 
week with plenty more trade ahead, 

Hoyts new theatre in Perth, 
Plaza, has caught on with publie 
and biz since opening has been re- 
‘markable. Charles. Munro, m.d. 
Hoyts, is looking for additional the- 
atres elsewhere. 

Acts playing here for Frank Neil 
include Nina Mae McKinney, Yorke 
and Tracey, Eddie Sharp, Roy Rene, 
Sadie Gale, Tracy and Hay, Bob 
Fisher, Irwin, Nan and Felix, Al- 
verdi and Lee, and Harry Marconi. 

Commonwealth Productions going 
ahead with ‘Typhoon’ on Great Bar- 
rier Reef under direction of Noel 
Monkton. New Era Films will pro- 
duce ‘The Avenger’ with a local cast 
under Dick Harwood within the next 
week or so. 

Work is held up on the Crystal 
Palace renovations because, so _ it 
alleged, of inside trouble covering 
pic supply and finance. House was 
due to open last August on indie 
policy for Tom Archibald. Settle- 
| ment is expected soon to allow work 
| to proceed. 

Fay Compton opened successfully 
for Williamsoiu-Tait in ‘Victoria 
Regina’ at weekend. Cast includes 
Bruno Barnabe, Peter Dearing, Ann 
Hayley Bell, Stafford 
Hilliard, Jack McNaughton = and 
Michael Wilding, with Peter Dearing 
producing. 

| Acts playing Melbourne for Frank 
|Neil include Rex Weber, Devito 
;}Denny, Dorothy Stevens, Betty 
| Auckhand, Powell and Brett. Ward 
jand King, Radiana, Dave Seed, Jack 
| Janis, Lilian White, Marini and 
| Andy, Miriam Lester, Bob Parrish 
and Carl Shaw. 

Pic production is picking up. New 
| Era Films producing fThe Avenger’ 
lat National, and Commonwealth 
| Productions has a unit at Great Bar- 
jrier Reef for ‘Typhoon Treasure.’ 
| Both pix using local talent. Cine- 
}sound, the only. unit in continuous 
| work, is well ahead with “Broken 
| Melody,’ starring Lloyd Hughes. 
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house floor show | 


leave for New Zealand this week to | 


also | 


Norma Talmadge better, following 
surgery. 


Henry Hull here to fulfill Metro 
, contract. 
l 


Constance 
Gotham. 


Collier back from 


Pandro Berman home from the 
nerth woods. 
Patricia Ellis winged in afier five 


months abroad, 

William Beaudine in from London 
for the holidays. 

Dick and Jobyna Arlen yachting in 
Mexican waters. 

Dave Epstein baking out a heavy 
cold at Palm Springs. . 

Tom Keene flew his own ship to 
| the Amarillo roundup. 

Lester Stoefen grabbed job as ten- 
nis pro at Palm Springs. 

Dixie Dunbar ill from a_ severe 
cold incurred while swimming. 

d. G. Blystone conning the script 
of ‘Swiss Cheese’ at Arrowhead. 

Harvey Gates back from Mexico 
witht 160 birds—doves and quail. 

Dave Weber - dialect-advising on 
Metro's ‘Girl of the Golden West.’ 

Mickey Rooney essaying to soroyt 
a hirsute. growth on his upper lip. 
Ned Dobson resigned as piciure 
talent head for Rockwell-O’Keefe. 
| Arthur Piantadosi moves in as 
| Coast rep for Robbins Music Corp. 








| James Wong Howe settled his 
jlenser pact at S-I and will free- 
| lance. 


Anna Sten and husband, Dr: Eu- 


gen Frenke, took. their citizenship 
| oaths, 
| Frieda  Isenstadt, of . Brooklyn, 


N. Y., newly tagged Frieda Starr by 
Metro. 

Col. E. A. Schiller, Loew’s theatre 
head, planning: to settle down in 
Bevhills. 
| Eddie Sutherland's new passport 
allows him to visit every country in 
the world. 

Lewis Stone plays his 90th fea- 
tured film role in Metro’s ‘Catch of 
| the Season.’ 
| W. Ray Johnsten. Mono prez, and 
| Eddie Golden, gales chief, in for stu- 
| dio huddles. 
| Otto Ludwig Preminger back from 
|N. Y. vacash to meg 20th-Fox’s 
| ‘Shanghai Deadline.’ 
| William Bledsoe resigned as edi- 
| tor of Screen Guild, publication of 
|Screen Actors Guild. 
| Sonya Levien returns to Selznick 
| International on loan to script 
| ‘Merry, Merry Maidens.’ 

Wesley Ruggles brought in ‘True 
| Confession’ and hopped to Frisco, 
after which he'll trek east. 

Harry Poppe upped from biz man- 
ager of Metro short subjects to pro- 
ducer under Jack Chertok. 

James Steinheimer, Radio trailer 
head, has had his tag officially 
changed to James S. Pollack. 

Dorothy McNulty, N. Y. stage ac- 
tress, has had her monicker switched 
to Penny Singleton at Warners. 
Louise Hovick back at 20th-Fox 
from N. Y. lookaround. Husband 
gypsying out in the family trailer. 
Sir Cedrie Hardwicke was tossed a 
binge by Reginald Gardiner before 
devarting for the east and Lunnon. 
Joan Blondell accompanied Dick 
Powell to Cleveland on account of 
cone birthday falling en route. He's 


Jerry Riley, New York p.a., and 
Frank Killduff, local flack, have 
started a new Coast public relations 
agency. 

Al Jolson turned down a $20,000 
offer for a week's p.a. with Ruby 
Keeler at the Great Britain Radio 
Expo next August. 

Dave Blum, legal and publicity 
head for Metro and Loews foreign 
department, at the studio huddling 
with Robert Vogel, his local assis- 
tant. 

Marietta Bitter, wife of Walter 
Abel, held a solo_concert as a harpist 
at the Wilshire Ebell theatre and 
drew a full house of picture people 
and socialites. 





Citi 





Warner Bros. luncheoned Dick 
Powell on his stop-over. 
CAPA tossing a shindig at the 


Sherman hotel this week. 

Lynn Chalmers up and around a 
week after her appendectomy. 

Lou Gordon new boss concession- 
aire at Chicago Civic Opera house. 

George Browne went hunting and 
sent Jimmy Petrillo a brace of mal- 
lards. 

Jeanne Manet, French warbler, a 
stop-over on way to Coast to do first 
picture. 

Grace Moore in for ‘Manon’ war- 
|bler with the Chicago City Opera 
| company. 
| Dan Ryan back after week set- 
| ting up Bakers’ convention show in 
| Kansas City. 

Leo McCarthy showing his indie 
‘Assassin of Youth’ to exhibitors in 
, Kansas City and Chi territories over 
| che weekend. 
| Anna Neagle and Herbert Wilcox, 
| in town to attend premiere of their 
|‘Victoria the Great’ at Palace, and 
| press parties by John Josenvh. 
| Aaron J. Jones gave Toby Wing 
|her salary in a new bag after cur- 
| rent week at Jones’ State-Lake. Bag 
| was added in appreciation for near 
| record business credited to her. 
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MKS. LESLIE CARTER 


Mrs. Leslie Carter, 75, died of 
endocarditis at her home in Brent- 
wood Heighis last Saturday (13). She 
had been seriously ill a month, and 
for the last two weeks of her life it 
was known that the end was in- 
evitable. 

She was attended in her last illness 


by Dr. C. D. Dickey. At the bedside 
when death came were her husband, 
W. L. (Lou) Payne, to whom she 
was married in 1906, and the adopt- 
1d daughter~ of- the couple, Mary 


Carter Payne. 

Body will be shipped to Dayton, 
Ohio, for burial in the family plot. 

Mrs. Leslie Carter was born in 
Lexington, Ky., on June 10, 13862. 
She made her first stage appearance 
on Nov. 10, 1890, in New York in the 
leading ‘role in ‘The Ugly Duckling.’ 
Her first engagement in London was 


at the Adelphi on April 9, 1898, in 











— IN MEMORIAM — 


FRED DONAGHEY 
November 8, 1937 


whose friendship and splendid 
ability is held in lasting remem- 
brance by his associates in the 
headquarters of “Chicago’s Own 
Xmas Benefit,” where he served 
faithfully in the season of 1936. 


the leading part in ‘The Heart of 
Maryland; one of her favorite stage 
pieces. 

Mrs. Carter appeared under the 
management of David Belasco until 
her marriage to W. L. Payne in the 
summer of 1906. For several seasons 
thereafter she toured under her own 
management. 

In the summer of 1917 Mrs. Carter 
went into retirement for four years, 
returning to the stage in New York | 
in September, 1921, in ‘The Circle.’ | 

Mrs. Carter appeared in a long list 
of plays. Among them were, in 
addition to those mentioned: ‘Zaza,’ 
‘Du ~Barry,’ ‘Adrea,’ ‘La _ Tosca,’ 
*“Kassa, ‘Vasta Herne,’ ‘Two Women,’ | 
‘Camille,’ ‘Magda,’ ‘The Second Mrs. 
Tanqueray,’ ‘The Gay Lord Quex,’ 
‘The Lady in Red,’ ‘Madame X,’ 
‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘The Shanghai Ges- 
ture,’ ‘She Stoops to Conquer.’ Some 
of these, notably ‘Zaza’ and ‘Du 
Barry,’ were in her repertoire for , 
years. | 

Although Mrs. Carter was the wife 
of W. L. Payne at the time of her | 
death, she retained her first hus- 
band’s name throughout her career | 
for stage purposes, 

Mrs. Carter is credited with one | 
film appearance—in ‘Rocky Mountain | 
Mystery,’ a Paramount film made in 
1935. She had also played briefly in 
vaudeville. 





FRANK FINNEY 

Frank Finney, 63, long. a favor- 
ite comedian on 
wheels and in vaudeville, died in a 
Spokane hospital last week. He 
contracted a cold while acting as 
gate keeper at the Playfair trail, 
but it was not regarded as serious 
until a collapse caused him to be 
rushed to the hospital, where he 
died shortly after his admission. 

Finney, whose real name was 


James Whaley, was born in Spokane | 


and began h‘s career there at the 
old Cocur d’Alene variety theatre 
and while there wrote the 
unofficially the town’s civic an- 
then. 
east where he soon became an out- 
standing figure on the Columbia 
wheel. 

In recent years he had been liv- 
ing in Spokane, staging home talent 
shows and doing a little radio work, 
but he refused several 
engage in radio or picture work that 
would require him to leave home. 

He is survived by a daughter, 
Marye. 

FRANK LOSEE 

Frank Losee, $1, veteran character 
actor, died in Yonkers Nov. 14. He 
was apparently recovering from an 
attaelx of arthritis when stricken by 
a pulmonary embolism. 

He got his training with the Ama- 
ranth amateur society in Brooklyn. 
He was for many years a favorite 


actor in the support of such players | 


as John Drew, Clara Morris and 
other stars, but was more frequently 
employed in ensemble productions, 








with the stage for more than 50 
years and built the Little theatre, 
London, in 1910. 

She made her first professional ap- | 
pearance with Sarah Thorne’s com- | 
pany in 1887, and her last known | 
public performances were given in | 


ARTES 
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‘News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pud- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit tor 
these news items, each has been rewritten trom a daily paper 


|raeli’ and also played with Mary 


|; served as a director in the U. S. 


pictures he supported Arliss in ‘Dis- 


Pickford, Pauline Frederick and} 
Marguerite Clarke. He is survived 
by his widow, Marion Elmore. They | 
celebrated their golden wedding in 
1934. 





CLARENCE BECK 

Clarence Beck, 63, one-time thea- 
tre owner and operator, died in Chi- 
cago of heart disease on Nov. 1l. He 
was the father of Richard Beck, who 
now operates the Cameo and Ameri- 
can in Newark, and the Broad in 
Elizabeth, N. J 

Beck came to Chicago from the 
East at the age of 19 and got into the 
restaurant business, finally building 
and operating the old Baltimore Inn, 
which became the theatrical meeting 
place of Chicago. In 1915 built the 
Castle on State street, and operated 
it for 20 years, as first run and later 
as a grind spot. Quit business in 
1935 because of ill health, with the 


house remodeled into mercantile 
spot. 

Widow and son survive. Burial in 
Chicago. 





L. B. COOL 


L. B. Cool, 70, veteran showman 
and for the last year WB manager 
in Sharon, Pa., died at the Buhl 
hospital in Sharon, Pa., Nov. 13, | 
after a lingering illness. 

for a long time, Cool was con- 
nected with the Shea-Hyde inter- | 
ests and managed the Fulton theatre | 


|in Pittsburgh for them from 1931 | 


to 1936. Before going into show 
business, he was in politics, having 


Copyright Bureau during the Mc- | 
Kinley administration. His widow | 
and daughter survive him. 





RICCARDO IZQUIERDO 
Ricardo Izquierdo, 52, magician 0° | 
Rubin & Cherry carny, died in At- | 


| lanta hospital Friday (12) after an | : ‘ 
| identified with 


illness of several weeks. 

Billed as ‘Great Ricardo,’ Izquierdo | 
had been in show biz since child- | 
hood, having risen from stage ap-| 
prentice to head of his own show. | 
Born in Lima, Peru, he had toured 
in many foreign lands. Wife and two | 
sons, Aldo and Ricardo, Jr., survive. 
Burial was in Atlanta. 





THOMAS M. LOVE 
Thomas M. Love, 67, died at his| 
home in Cynwyd, a Philadelphia | 
suburb, Nov. 11, | 
He had been active in theatricals | 


| operated 
| and Akron, O, 


,including ‘The Two Orphans.’ In| 1982. 


JOSEPH EDWARD PIERCE 


Joseph Edward Pierce, 35, died at 
Charing Cross Hospital, London, 


Nov. 7. He was of the vaudeville 
team of Pierce and Roslyn (Mrs. 


Pierce) which toured the world the | 
_ past 35 years. 


Their first appearance in England 


was in 1914, when Mrs. Pierce was | 


the first woman to play the piano 
accordeon on the British stage. 


Ww. R. J. BULL 

W. R. J. Bull, surviving partner 
of the firm of Lacon & Ollier, old 
ticket agency company, died in Lon- 
don Nov 7, aged 53. 

He joined the firm in 1912 and 
became head of it on the death of 
his father five years ago. Bull was 
chairman of the Libraries Associa- 
tion. 


CHARLES P. STITT 


Charles P. Stitt, former official of | 


Victor Talking Machine Company, 
died in Hahnemann Hospital, Phila- 
delphia, Nov. 12 after a long ill- 
ness. 

Following merger of Victor with 


| RCA, Stitt became an executive of 


the Ingraham Clock Company, Bris- 
tol, Conn. 





KARL STREITMANN 


Karl Streitmann, 85, operetta tenor | 


from 1882-1906, originator of many 

parts in Johann Strauss operettas, 

died recently in Vienna. . 
Streitmann, who had received the 


| title of Professor from the govern- 
| ment, lived on a small pension given 
| from the city. 





ADAM K. HODES 
Adam K. Hodes, 62, a former thea- 


trical producer, in recent years en- | 


gaged in the manufacture of auto- 


motive accessories, died suddenly at | 


his home in Fremont, O., Nov. 3. 
For more than a decade he was 
theatricals in the 


midwest. A daughter survives. 





THURLOW K. ALBAUGH 
Thurlow K. Albaugh, widely 
known in Ohio theatrical circles at 


the turn of.the century, died in Can- | 


ton. O., Nov. 7 from complications. 

As a young man he built and 
theatres in Youngstown 
His mother and 
widow survive. 





CALVIN G. TURNER 
Calvin G. ‘Doc’ Turner, 29, well 
died at 


since 1895, a part of which time he| known orchestra player, 


was general manager of the Bixon- | B?2umont, Texas, Nov. 9 of gunshot 
Nirdlinger theatre circuit. He started | Wound received in cafe effray 10 
his career as a box office man at the days previously in argument over 
Broad, under Samuel Nixon. He was | P2yment for drinks. 


the burlesque | 


song, | 
‘Sunny Old Spokane,’ which is still | 


He eventually reached the | 


offers to | 


treasurer of the Forrest Home, and | 


| 






IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


Interment was at Beaumont. 





CHARLES GRANT 
Charles Grant, 50, musical ar- 


OUR DEAR DEPARTED | Hollywood, Nov. 9, from a cerebral 





MOTHER 


SARAH MORETTE 


Who Died Nov. 20, 1928 


Her Two Daughters 
Anna and Lillian Morette 





} 

| for eight years headed the Philadel- 
| phia Board of Theatre Control. 

His widow, four sons and two 
| daughters survive. 

WILLIAM HATTAM 
William Hattam, managing direc- 
; tor of Webster & Girling, Ltd., died 

in London Nov. 7. He started in 


| with the firm 38 years ago as a mes- | 


senger boy. 


Webster & Girling is one of the} 


leading ticket libraries of England, 
and Hattam was head of a committee 
of five which attended all first nights 


and voted on the amount of seats | 


| they were prepared to purchase— 
if any. 
WILLIAM RICHARDSON 

William Richardson, 51, actor, died 
in Los Angeles, Nov. 8. 

Body was shipped to Vicksburg, 
Miss., for burial. The widow sur- 
vives. 





GERTRUDE KINGSTON 
Gertrude Kingston (Mrs. Gertrude 
| Silver) died in London nursing 
‘home Nov. 8. She was associated 


| hemorrhage. 


Body was sent to 
Brooklyn for burial with the widow 
accompanying. 

Two daughters and a brother also 
| survive. 


| 





WINSTON MOORE 


| Winston C. Moore, 36, sound engi- | 


in Hollywood, Nov. 6.| when a taxi got out of control at 


‘neer, died 
| Military funeral was held at Saw- 
| tette, Nov. 9, with members of the 
| Naval Reserve, to which Moore be- 
| longed, as pallbearers. 

| He is survived by his mother. 





| MARIE FOSTER 
| tainer at The Evening Star night 
club, Oklahoma City, died last week 
| from a heart ailment attributed to a 
| fall from a second story window 
which broke her back several weeks 
ago, 





WILHELM von WYMETAL 


died in Vienna Nov. 8, after having 
taken poison. 
He had been stage director of the 


York Metropolitan, as well as in 
Prague and Leipzig. 


NELSON LARABY 
Nelson Laraby, 50, Warner Bros. 
|; cameraman, died Nov, 7 in Bur- 
| bank, Calif. 
His widow, two daughters and a 
| son survive. 





GEORGE KUNKEL 
George Kunkel, 70, veteran actor, 
died in Hollywood, Nov. 8 from a 
| heart attack. Funeral was held Nov. 


Marie Foster, 23-year-old enter- | 


Baron Wilhelm von Wymeital, 75, | 


Vienna opera house and the New | 














| East 


| City cops and firemen to repair old 
| toys for gifts to needy children. An- 
nual custom. Air guns barred. 
| Thomas J. McGrath, Lily Pons’ 
' vocal discovery, sailed last week for 
Milan to pursue his studies. 
Lie-down pickets latest wrinkle. 
Police picked up 24 men and women 
for sprawling on the sidewalk in 
front of an Automat. 
| Sotero D. Cocalis, of the theatre 
chain, bruised when he fell from a 
tree last- week attempting to escape 





from a fire in his home at Elizabeth, | 


N. J. Fire started in basement 
among painter’s materials, and did 
little damage. 

Receiver for Frank Shannon, 
| bankrupt bookmaker, suing the five 
leading N. Y. race tracks for $67,635 
alleged to have been paid the racing 
| association by Shannon for the priv- 
| ilege, of making book at the tracks. 
| Includes $100 daily fee, five admis- 
sions at $5 each day. 
| Pennsylvannia seeking to slap a 
|tax on bicycles. Says they’re get- 
i tine too numerous. 

State Liquor Authority warns N. 


| Y. brewers it is going to crack down | 


}on_ violators. 
| loons. 


Chiefly financing sa- 


a school for models, had a press 
icommencement last week for the 
| first-class of graduates. Offer them 
|}as super models. Only 13 picked 
| from a class of 150. 

Four stickup men attempted to 
| raid a floating dice game last week. 
| They did not know that there were 
|five cops present who had already 
raided the joint. 


| another in jail. 


| Eastman Kodak voted a bonus of 


| $3,555,000 to its employees last week. 
| The record. 

Fiance Stroock to costume ‘The 
| Housemaker’ for the Shuberts. 
Police alarm out for 


| to go into pictures. 
‘French Without Tears’ benefit last 
|Sunday for Stage Relief Fund, 

Major Bowes’ home at Millwood, 
N. Y., burned to the ground Friday 
| (12). Damage set at $50,000, includ- 
| ing the furnishings. 

Medals given drivers of the first 
east and westbound cars to enter 
Holland Tunnel on its 
versary. One turned down by 
to waste on such_ foolishness, so 
the next driver got it. 

About a block of the boardwalk at 


| Rockaway burned out Friday. Five | 
| alarms brought out 25 engines. Stee- | 


| plechase Baths included in the wipe- 
out. 

Cosmopolitan hotel, Chambers 
| street at West Broadway, gutted by 
fire Thursday. Handyman confessed 
he set the blaze because someone 
had stolen his $25 radio. 

Ernest Hemmingway is completing 
|a play in Madrid. Written in the 
Florida hotel, the locale of most of 
the action. ; 

Triangle club to give its premiere 
in Princeton Dec. 10. N. Y. dates 

are 17-18. 

Mayor LaGuardia planning to give 


| Tanger for Werner Janssen, died in} WNYC, New York’s municipal sta- 


tion, world coverage. Big idea is 
to publicize the World’s Fair. 

John Montagu’s pro golf debut 
bogged down at Fresh Meadow 
Country club Sunday when a gal- 
| lery of 12,000 made play impossible. 

Brattleboro theatre, Brooklyn 
groun. rehearsing the antique ‘Swee- 
ney Todd,’ Paul Stephenson direct- 
ing. 

Three women suffered broken legs 





| Broadway and 43d Thursday after- 
;noon and plunged into a crowd of 
| holiday 


pedestrians. Ambulance 


12, with interment in Hollywood 
cemetery. The widow, a son and a 
sister survive. 





CHARLES BUMSTEAD 


Charles Bumstead, 47, operator of 
|;a portable circuit in Colorado, 
| Wyoming and South Dakota, died at 
|} his home in Denver,-Colp. 


j 
i 








KATHERINE WICK KELLY 
Katherine Wick Kelly, 49, actress, 
|commitied suicide in Cleveland 
| Nov. 8. 

Details in the Legit section. 
Mrs. Catherine N. Mulvihill, 65, 
| widow of John M. Mulvihill, former 


|manager of the Elitch theatre and | 


‘amusement park, Denver, died at her 
home m Denver after a long illness. 
James D. Green, father of Charles 
FE. Green, president of Consolidated 
tadio Artists, died at Marion, O., 
| Nov. 15, following heart attack. 
Father of S‘an Zucker, v.p. of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, ded in 
| Cleveland, O., Nov. 14. 


James and Alice Dowd, who run | 


One is in the hos- | 
| pital with a bullet in his wrist and | 


Florence | 
| Sorenson, believed to have left home | 


10th anni-| 


a 
woman who said she had no time} 


called overturned, injuring the 
driver and surgeon, and two more 
|}had to be called. Made plenty of 
| excitement for a few minutes, ~ 

| Federal men seized 240,000 tickets 
|in a new Monaco sweepstakes last 
| week. Harry Golden arraigned on aq 
| charge of smuggling them into this 
country. Race is to be run in March 
| Lalo Cadona seriously hurt i: Paris 
on eve of French debut. May be 
forced to give up work, physicians 
hold. 

Olin Downes, N. Y. Times music 
critic, given the Finnish Order of 
| the White Rose. For his champion- 
ship of Finnish composers. 

Met picks ‘Tristran’ for the open- 
ing opera Nov. 29. 
| This year’s motor truck show being 
|held in Newark. Exhibs decide cn 
| the Port of N. Y. Authority building 
j}for next year’s event. 

Bremen cancels its world’s cruise 
on account of the war, but the Re- 
| liance will take a chance. 

Westchester cracks down on racy 
mags. No more after Dec. 1. : 

Albert Spaulding, violinist, one of 
| the 10 elected to membership in the 
American Academy of Arts and Let- 
jters last Friday. Society still has 
three more to fill vacancies. 

Edward Johnson, of the Met. ap- 
| points Earle R. Lewis asst. gen. mer, 
| Has been with the house since 1908. 

Dillard Long, of WPA project, 
| made supervisor of marionette shows 
|in this section. Has been manager 
of the Maxine Elliott. 

Rev. John Haynes Holmes to dis- 
|cuss “Susan and God’ at the Com- 
jmunity Center tonight (17). 

Katherine Emery, Sheppard 
[ ereeeeccs and Frederick Tozere, of 
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(Continued on page 71) 


MARRIAGES 


Ena Gregory to Dr. Frank Nols 
Nov. 5, in Los Angeles. Bride is 
former film actress. Second for both. 

Eloise Morrison to Stanley Moore, 
| Oct. 28. Groom is with the Bunga- 
|low theatre at Weatherford, Okla, 
Bride non-pro. 


Pauline Swanson, radio publicist, 
to Leo Townsend, western editor for 
Dell Publications (fan mags), July 
23, in Ventura, Calif. 

Margaret Myers to Jack Thomas, 
Nov. 14, Long Beach, Calif. Groom 
is dialog director. 

Bobby Woodburn to Carroll Nye, 
| at Riverside, Calif., Nov. 20. Both in 
the western office of Earl Ferris 
Radio Features. 

Clarice Sherry, Metro stock play- 
er, to Sidney D. Lond, Universal 
technical executive, at Reno, Nov. 9. 

Kathleen Kent, former legiter, to 
Peter Finney, Nov. 13, at Ausable 
Forks, N. Y. Bride is the daughter 
of Rockwell Kent. Groom is Wash- 
ington, D. C., reporter and rewrite 
man for the March of Time news- 
reel. 


Clara Jane Hapson to D. Yancey 
Bradshaw, Nov. 15, in Omaha, Neb. 
Groom is chief technician of March 
of Time. Bride is non-pro. 

Patricia Smzih to William Stancil, 
Nov. 14, in Beverly Hills. Groom is 
film sound engineer. 

Betty Bryant, non pro, to Harry 
| Sosnik, orchestra leader, Nov. 8, in 
| Yuma, Arizona. 


| caliaibndingn 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus W. Durgin, 
son, Boston, Nov. 8. Father is mu- 
sic editor and assistant dramatic 
editor of the Boston Globe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merv Robertson, son, 
| Nov. 6, at Akron, OQ. Father with the 
commercial staff of WADC, Akron. 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Burton, son, 

Nov. 11, Los Angeles. Father is 
technician at RKO studio. 
;} Mr. and Mrs. Danny Danker, 
daughter, Nov. 12 in Los Angeles. 
Father is J. Walter Thompson 
agency v.p. in charge of radio on the 
Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Beale, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 12 in Los Angeles. Father 
is publicist with J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nate Tufts, son, Nev: 
; 12 in Los Angeles. Father is pro- 
| ducer of Joe Penner radio show 

Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Gross, son, Des 
Moines, Nov. 10. Father is news edi- 

tor of WHO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reed Snyder. daug!h- 
ter, Des Moines, Nov. 5. Father is 











|supervisor of studio operations, 
| WHO. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Humboldt Greis, 


daughter, Leroy hospital, New Yor, 
Nov.- 12. Father is national sales 


imer, for the McClatchy network. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Omitted Important Paragraph 
Boston, Nov. 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: . 

Referring to your article on page 
35 of last week’s issue which con- 
tained a statement written by me 
and read by Bickford at the Repub- 
lican Women’s meeting in Northamp- 
ton, I notice that you left off the last 
paragraph of my statement which I 
consider to be very important and 
which read as follows: 

‘The people are entitled to 
honest, clean and efficient gov- 
ernment and we urge all politi- 
cal parties to select only men to 
run for office that can meet 
these requirements and then let 
the election be decided by the 
platform on which the candidate 
runs.’ 

I regret that this was omitted and 
hope that it will be possible for you 
to run an item containing this. 

Joseph Shepard, 3rd. 
President, Yankee Network. 





‘Lawrence of Arabia’ Rights 
New York, Nov. 12. 


Editor, VARIETY: 
In Variety of Nov. 3, page 5, there 


appeared an article in which men-| 
tion is made of Leslie Howard’s deal | 


with Korda on ‘Lawrence of Arabia,’ 
that Howard was assembling a 
troupe for Arabian location, and that 
the production would get under way 
after Jan. 1. 

‘Lawrence of Arabia’ was written 
by Mary K. Brookes and copyrighted 
in 1935; and sOme time after such 
copyright was procured, the script 
was submitted to Leslie Howard, and 


has not been returned. No arrange- 
ment has been made with Howard or 
with Korda for the rights to the play, 
and both of them have been notified 
of the author’s intention to protect 
her rights. 

Through other sources, Mrs. 
Brookes’ play is getting under way 
and a goodly portion of the scenes 
have already been shot in Arabia. 

Morris Green. 








Minnesota Strictly Sustaining 
Minneapolis, Nov. 8. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
As your radio items from this ter- 
| ritory have always been so accurate 


|I was somewhat surprised by the 
|article on the front page of the 


| Nov. 3 issue, headed ‘Campus Nixes 
| Bally.’ 

| first part of the story having to do 
with the newsreel arrangements, 
but in regard to the last para- 
graph, you have done the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota an injustice. None 
| of the Twin-City radio stations pay 
|any fees for broadcasting, nor are 
| we permitted to sell broadcasts for 
sponsorship. In other words, the 
University co-operates to the fullest 
extent in helping us out as long as 
we keep the broadcasts on a sus- 
taining basis. 

The University of Minnesota is 
very set against the commercializa- 
tion of any campus or collegiate 
activities. They are always glad to 
help out on any broadcast of a sus- 
taining nature. 








E. H. Gammons, 
General Manager, WCCO. 








| News of Dailies 


(Continued from page 70) 











the Surry Players, guests at the 
Shakespeare Fellowship’s dinner last 
Sunday. 


Vincent Price, of ‘Lady Has a 
Heart,’ guest of the Century Thea- 
tre Club on Friday. 


Drama League of N. Y. picks 
‘French Without Tears’ for first 
theatre party. Monday and Tuesday 
(15-16), 

Stokowski hissed after a peace 
plea at the Phila concert Armistice 
night. 

H. V. Kaltenborn, radio commenta- 
tor, in Cincinnati hospital with a 
severe case of liver inflamation. 
Stricken on a train, 


Lioness at Central Park, N. Y., 
Zoo ripped arm of head ke2per Doyle 
during feedirg preparations. 

Helen Hayes announces from To- 
ronto she will ‘retire for a year, 
bie oy ‘Regina’ finishes its tour next 

une, 


Three Lions escaped from over- 
turned circus truck in Alabama. All 
had to be killed as they attacked 
posse, 


Organ worth $3,000 and weighing 
one ton stolen from vacant house in 
Mt.. Vernon, N. Y. 


Steamers of the defunct Fall River 
Line to be sold for scrap. 


Coast 


Demurrer filed on behalf of Hal 
Roach, Vincent Conniff, Hal Roach 
Studio Corp. and Edward J. Mannix 
in the $500,000 suit brought by Pa- 
tricia Douglas, extra girl who 
charges she was attacked at a party 
during the Metro sales convention 
last summer, was upheld in L. A. 
superiour court. She was given 10 
days in which to file an amended 
complaint. 


Suit for divorce was filed in L. A. 
Superior court by Mrs. Zillah Mc- 

anis against J. Allen McManis, 
Playwright. 

Suit for $20,000 is on file in L. A. 
against 20th-Fox by Jack Raye, 
stunt man, who says he was in hos- 
pital three weeks after suffering in- 
Juries during the filming of ‘In Old 
Chicago.’ 

Papers 
Gilbert-Hook as guardian of her 

aughter, Leatrice Joy Gilbert, were 
granted in L. A. superior court. 

Willy Pogany, artist, filed suit in 
$3 A. against Constance Bennett for 
heaps asserted due him for painting 

er portrait on commission. 


ae Stevens, 53, resort manager 
at Lake Tahoe, was arrested charred 
bho 8 embezzlement of $13,500 from 
he Knickerbocker club ‘n New York 
Tobias According to Sheriff Caril 
n, e i i 

$1,000 all vens admitted taking 
sashier. He has been in the Tahoe- 
puckee district since 1926 and was 
—— through a surety company 
saan we weed to cash. an in- 
, policy y havi i - 
clared legally dest. aving him de 
Millicent Bartholomew, 
«1 ddie, is defendant in a 








aunt -of 
suit for 


appointing Leatrice Joy | 


the club, where he was | 


$39,600 filed by Myron Selznick & 
Co. for commissions asserted due on 
the moppet’s earnings. 

Patric Knowles, Warner player 
was overcome by gas in his dressing 
room on the Burbank lot when he 
turned on a gas heater believing it 
would ignite automatically. 


Marian Baldwin, publicity woman, 
swallowed an overdose of sleeping 
tablets in an attempt to end her life, 
according to report at Hollywood 
police station. She will recover. 


Richard Ince, son of Thomas Ince, 
announced he will be married next 
spring to Barbara Butler. 


Ivan Cedar, film stunt man, killed 
in an automobile accident near 
Tucson. 


Fritz Mandl, Austrian munitions 
manufacturer and husband of Hedy 
Lamarr, Metro actress, announced he 
will come to America to block her 
plans to obtain a divorce. Wife for- 
merly was known as Hedy Kiesler 
and appeared in the film ‘Ecstasy.’ 


Mrs. Edith S. Oland, wife of War- 
ner Oland, film actor, will receive 
$2,750 monthly pending settlement of 
her separate maintenance suit under 
an order granted by Superior Judge 
A. B. Bigler in Santa Barbara, She 
had asked for $3,500 a month. 

Donald Ogden Stewart, writer for 
Samuel Goldwyn, suffered severe in- 
juries last Saturday (13) when he 
was struck and knocked down by an 
automobile in Hollywood. Over the 
weekend it was reported at Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital that he is ex- 
pected to recover. : 

John Timony, 20, was arrested in 
Los Angeles charged with sending a 
letter to Marion Davies demanding 
$1,000 ‘or else.’ Timny, who is said 
to have admitted serving time in 
juvenile penal institutions, was given 
a hearing in U. S. Commissioner 
David B. Head's court. 


| Dramatists ’ Plan 


(Continued trom page 1) 














their faulty scripts in actual per- 
formance is ‘promising.’ 

While no workable plan for set- 
ting up the theatre has been evolved 
the group is meeting regularly every 
other month to discuss it. When a 
satisfactory plan is figured out, it 
will be submitted to the Guild board 
for approval. 

In the meantime, the Guild is 
seeking to encourage young play- 
'wrights by providing needy ones 
| with jobs in New York. Purpose is 
|to keep them close to the theatre, 
|so they will not lose interest. Ef- 
|fort is made to have the jobs rou- 
| tine ones which will not require too 
lmuch mental work by the play- 
'wrights, so they will have energy 
| enough, when the day is ended, to 
do their writing at night. Also, 
| wherever possible, passes for Broad- 
/way shows are made available. 








lthe five $1,000 John Golden fellow- 
|ships for playwrights has announced 
‘that 110 applications have been re- 
‘ceived. Applicants will be required 
ito fill out questionnaires, idea being 
| to forestall squawks of discrimina- 
j} tion from rejected candidates, 


I don’t know anything about the | 


Committee in charge of awarding: 








| Likker Violations 








(Continued from page 57) 





so-so in past seasons because it is 
out of the center of the city. It didn’t 
open this fall. Alpert had a lengthy 
stay there two season ago. 


Business ‘Abused’ 
Camden, N. J., Nov. 16. 


Public was asked last week by Neil 
Deighan, prez of N. J. State Licensed 


Beverage Association, to report 
niteries offering lewd shows or 
otherwise violating likker laws. 
Speaking before the Gloucester 


(N. J.) Rotary Club, he asked aid in 


cleaning up legalized beverage in- 
dustry. 

‘Liquor business in many instances 
is being abused.’ Deighan § said. 


‘There were two things that brought 
prohibition. They were dirty poli- 
tics and brewery-owned - saloons. 
When prohibition was repealed the 
bootleggers ‘had been thriving and 
municipalities grasped at the op- 
portunity to issue licenses to 
revenue. 

‘We are conducting a legitimate 
business and it should be recognized 
as such. In this state last year more 
than $13,000,000 was paid in taxes 
to the State and municipalities.’ 


Minneapolis, Nov. 16. 

Three of the largest loop night 
clubs, along with four other estab- 
lishments, were raided by Mayor 
George E. Beach last week for al- 
leged liquor law violations, follow- 
ing charges aired in the newspapers 
that the niteries were running hog- 
wild, with closing hours tossed into 
the discard. Mayor revoked the 
licenses, but the clubs obtained tem- 
porary restraining orders which per- 
mitted them to remain open during 
the weekend when the town was 
overrun with thousands of Univer- 
sity of Minnesota ‘homecoming’ visi- 
tors seeking entertainment. 

Following the raids, the mayor an- 
nounced that henceforth all 
closing laws and other statutes would 
be enforced to the letter. He also 
appointed a commission headed by a 
Methodist minister to ‘investigate 
racketeering elements and moral 
conditions, including gambling and 
prostitution.’ 





Gambling Raids 
Indianapolis, Nov. 16. 
Plantation, nitery located 15 miles 
northeast of town and drawing all 
its patronage from this city, was 
shuttered less than a week after 
opening when state police swooped 


down Thursday (11), and arrested 
seven employees on gambling 
charges. Slot machines, roulette 


wheels, and dice tables were con- 
fiscated and taken to Greenfield, Ind., 
county seat, to be used as evidence. 

Names of 66 patrons were ob- 
tained, and 21 of these have been 
served with affidavits to appear as 
material witnesses. Joey Jacobs, al- 
leged proprietor, was freed under 
$600 bond, and six employees of the 
club were out under $200 bond. 
Jacobs is already under $3,100 bond 
on gambling charges resulting from 
a raid on the club a few weeks ago. 

This is expected to close the Plan- 
aticn for keeps, as $3 per person 
minimum charge is said to be not 
enough to crack the nut for an or- 
chestra and floor show. 

Cincinnati, Nov. 16. 

Arrowhead Inn, nitery-casino at 
Loveland, O., 20 miles from here, 
was closed for the season Nov. 14 
following a police raid and shutter- 
ing on a gambling charge. Manager 
Sam Nason, who succeeded late Joe 
Bauer. $847 in cash and three truck- 
loads of gaming equipment valued at 
$3,000 were seized by the Clermont 
County officials. Manager, only one 
arrested, was charged with violating 
the state anti-gambling law. 

Leading nite spot of this location 
for several years, Arrowhead played 
bands and floor shows. On finale bill 
were Harry and Betty McCabe, Wil- 


liam Novack, Jack Gilford, Mary 
Burton, Don Arden. a line of six 
girls and Harry Candullo’s’ band. 


with vocalist Evelyn Royce. 


SALT LAKE’S AUTO SHOW 
Salt Lake City, Nov. 16. 

More than one-fifth of Salt Lake 
City’s population paid two-bits each 
to ogle the latest streamliners at the 
annual Intermountain Auto Show, 
which closed today after five sensa- 
tional days’ attendances. Estimated 
35,000 persons caught the show. 

Haymond booking office, local 
agents, supplied talent for flesh shows 
presented twice daily during run of 
event staged at Covey’s Coconut 
Grove dancehall, 


reap | 


liquor | 





Profitiess Theft. 


Macon, Ga., Nov. 16. 


Roy Lenhart, one of principal 
clowns with Downie Bros. circus, 
which winters here, wonders what 
the thief who took a trunk and hand- 
bag out of his car plans to do with 
the swag. Luggage contained funny 
man’s clown costumes, greasepaint 
and other makeup. 

Tough break for Lenhart was fact 
that he was supposed to leave here 
to join another tent show in South 
Georgia and didn’t have time enough 
to replace his wardrobe. 


FLW TRICK IN 
PAY ARREARS 








| 
Hollywood 
Ralph Whitehead, 


of the American 


Nov. 16. 
executive sec- 


retary Federation 


complaint from performers with the 
Hagenbeck - Wallace 
folded in Texas recently, that three 


circus, which 


weeks’ wages plus one week's hold- 
| back remain unpaid. 

H-W show was not unionized last 
season owing to refusal of its per- 
|formers to go along with those of 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey and 
Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty outfits, who 
joined AFA. H-W personnel now 
reported eager to line up with AFA. 


STEEL PIER IN DOUBT 


Atlantic City Playground May Shut- 
ter for Winter—or Good 











Atlantic City, Nov. 16. 


Unless developments within the 
ensuing two weeks are such as to 
make possible a change of plans, the 
Steel Pier will close before the end 
of this month. The probability of 
closing was admitted by Manager 
Richard Endicott, who said that em- 





the customary two weeks’ notice; but 
that there was still some possibility 
that it might be avoided. 

In view of the uncertainty, Endi- 
cott said, the Pier management had 
no definite statement to make as to 
the reasons for the action, but that 
full announcement would be made 
within a fortnight. Reports of finan- 
cial difficulties involving the famous 
amusement center had been preva- 
lent for several months, and an ef- 
fort was made by holders of obli- 
gations early last Summer to have 
the first mortgage foreclosed. 

Should the closing come to pass, 
it will be the first time the Pier has 
shut during the Winter for a good 
many years. 





Daily Museum in Radio 
City Increases Its Space 


Increase in floor space by several 
thousand feet, addition of nearly 200 
new exhibits and other improvements 
have made N. Y. Museum of Science 
and Industry, Radio City, the ace 
modern museum operated on daily 
basis. Addition of new exhibits and 
supplanting of old ones by newest 
inventions in field of science are 
made every month. 

N. Y. modern museum differs from 
run-o’-mill variety in that virtually 
all contrivances and displays are sot 
in operation by visitor pressing but- 
ton or gear outside exhibit. Present 
disp!ays range from giant scale 
models of human anatomy to heavy 
foundry machinery and huge minia- 
tures of warehouses and ships. 





Cole-Beatty Indoors 
Mansfield, O., Nov. 16. 
Great Eastern circus, a new indoor 





past season on the Cole Bros.-Clyde 


|managing director, bows in here 
week of Nov. 22 for 
Carter reports several of tne feature 
acts of the Cole show will make up 
the indoor unit, including a five-bull 
erd, Harold Barnes, young wire art- 
ist; Homer Hobson’s riding act, Har- 
| old Voise flying act, many of the 
| Cole clowns and several aerial turns 
/ and some small stock. 

At the conclusion of the engage- 
ment here the unit moves to Madi- 
| son, Wis., for a 10-day showing for 
ithe Shrine, with Duluth, and other 
| northwestern and midwest siands to 
| follow. 


of Actors, has received a telegraphic | 


ployes of the’ Pier had been given | 


unit, framed from regular acts the) 
Beatty circus, with Nick Carter as | 


Baku Grotto. | 


LOOKS LIKE AN 
“OKLA. EXPOSISH 


| 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 16. 
Oklahoma City will vote Dec. 
7 on a $1,343,000 bond issue for funds 
| to set up the city’s Golden Sage of 
| 1939, having already secured $200,000 
ifrom the state legislature and with 
a request at Congress for $1,000,000. 
A sports carnival to be known as 


the Southwestern Olympics’ will 
open the affair on April 22. High- 

‘hools and junior colleges will be 
invited in for four or five weeks 
of track and field events. 

About June 1 it is planned to open 
a summer theatre with topnotch pro- 
fessional musical companies. Will 
ru. to August 1. 

A mmoth livestock show, Four H 
exhibit and Indian pageant are al- 
ready on the books. 
| 
| 

The French Expo 
Paris, Nov. 10. 


Although the International Bureau 
of Expositions has granted the 
French government the required au- 
thorization to reopen the Paris Inter- 
nations! Exposition of Arts and 
| Technioue in 1938, the question of 
whether or net it will open is still 
far from settled. 

Meeting here last week, delegates 
of the 23 nations adhering to the 
Bureau passed the following resolu- 
'tion granting the permission: 

‘By a majority superior to that of 
|wo-thirds required by the statutes 
| by the International Bureau of Ex- 
positions, taking into consideration 
the exceptional reasons given by the 
| French government, the Bureau au- 
| thorizes the above named to reopen 
ithe International Exposition of 1937 
in 1938.’ 
| But the matter is still far ““om 
| settled. One of the biggest rubs is 
| that a bill must be passed through 
the Chamber and Senate providing 
the funds necessary for this. That 
| done, invitations must again be is- 
sued to participating governments to 
learn if they will again take part. 
Just how ‘international’ the expo 
will be next year, if opened, will 
depend on the number of favorable 
replies received. 

Too, the City of Paris itself will 
have a big word to say in the mat- 
ter. The grounds upon which the 
buildings are constructed belongs to 
the city. It can grant or refuse the 
right of the use of the land as it 
wishes. 
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Nine-Day Wonder 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 

First show business venture for the 
newly chartered Chicago Milk Fund 
Association will be a ‘Circus of the 
World’ which will be held at the 
Coliseum here for a nine-day spread 
starting Nov. 27. 

Show is being produced under di- 
rection of Roy LePearl. Using a 
flock of standard vaude and circus 
acts in a three-ring circus set-up. 
Ducats selling at 55c. 





GLICK SHELTER 
Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 16. 
William Glick carnival is making 
its winter home in Salisbury, being 
housed at the Roan county fair 
grounds. The equipment including 
| 20 or more motor trucks and other 
| paraphernalia is stored under the 
| grandstand and space in other build- 
| ings is being used for storage pur- 
| poses, 
Several men will be in Salisbury 
during the winter to get things in 
readiness for the 1938 season. 








‘ 


Another Indoorer 

Canton, O., Nov. 16. 
Indoor circus, a unit de- 
signed for the sticks has inaugurated 
|a tour of small town one nighters in 
eastern Ohio, with bookings ahead 
as far as mid [Tecember, C. A. Klein, 
managing director announces. The 
unit will move by motor and plays 
smal] auditoriums and school audi- 
toriums, mostly under auspices. 

Lineup includes several standard 
circus acts, Carmen and Crowley 
comedy acrobats; Arnold’s Barnyard 
Frolics, trained animal act; Lillian 
Strock, trapeze; ‘Slivers’ Johnson end 
Co., comedy; Myrtle Mienke, swing- 
ing ladder and aerialist; Bavney Are 
nesen, tight wire, clown and Joe 
j and Doll Richards, dance team, 


|. Klein’s 
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